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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Eighth Session.) 

VOLUME vm. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under me 
pao vis ions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hull, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the 3n^July, 1922, at 3 p.m. 


• Present : 

The Deputy-President , in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of tlx* Executive Council, tlx* llon’blc the three Ministers, and 102 
nominated and elected members. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

• 

. The DEPUTY-P’R ESI DENT (Babu 8urendra Nath Ray): 

Gentlemen, m accordance with the provisions of rule 3 of the 
Penpal Legislative CouiyiL 1920, the following members are nomi- 
nated to form a panel of four Chairmen, ric., Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 
Mr. Langford dames, Bai ltadha Chanm Pal Bahadur and Maulvi 
A. K. LazLul II aq. Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member 
among thwn present in the above order will preside over the delibera- 
tions of this Council during my absence. 

• 

Letters from Mr. E. 8. Montagu and Mrs. Robinson. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, the Secretary to the 

Council has received the following letter from Mr. Montagu : 

“Sir, — I l>eg to acknowledge receipt of your fetter of the 27th 
April and would be glad if you would convey to the Bengal Legislative 
Council my heart-felt appreciation of the resolution which you for- 
ward to me and my best wishes for the future. ^ 

Yours truly, 

S, MmwAau.” 



2 


LETTERS OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT. [3rd July 


I would also like to read the following extract from a letter received 
by the Secretary from Mrs. Robinson : — 

“This tribute to my dear husband touched me deeply and if it would 
be in order T would like to thank the members for their kind message 
of sympathy to us in our terrible sorrow.” 

At this stage the Registrar to the Council announced to the 
Deputy-President that His Excellency the Governor was without. 

The Deputy-President then left his seat on the dais and met His 
Excellency at the door of the Chamber. His Excellency then entered 
the Chamber with the Deputy-President and, at the request of the 
Deputy-President, took his seat on the Presidential Chair, the 
Deputy-President being seated on His Excellency’s right. 

f 

His Exoelloncy the Caver nor’s address. 

HI8 EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR of BENGAL (the Earl of 
Lytton) : Dktuty-Prksident and Gentlemen, — I have not been 
long enough in the country, nor have I yet the experience to justify me 
in making to you anything in the nature of a general survey of the 
economic or political conditions of the country. Nor have I come here 
to-day to make to you a general review of the work of the session which 
now awaits you. But there are three Njiecific problems to which since 
I assumed office T have given my j>ersonal attention an! in connection 
with which certain provisional decisions ha^e already been taken. It 
is my wish to take this Vipport unity of acquainting you with those 
decisions, but, gentlemen, before T come to these matters I wish to say 
how extremely sorry I am that the long illness of your late President, 
to which 1 referred when I last addressed yo^, should have compelled 
him to tender his resignation. In the circumstances I had no option but 
to accept it, though I did so with the greatest possible reluctance. I 
desire now to express my sympathy with the Ilon’ble Nawab Sir Syed 
Shams-ul-lluda in having to retire through illness afcd with this Council 
in losing a President whom they so greatly respected and w T ho, I under- 
stand, was popular with all sections of this Council. A resolution is 
to be moved at the beginning of your business which will enable tHy 
Council in its corj>orate capacity to express its appreciation of the * 
late President’s services and its regret at being obliged to lose him. 

I have said these few words to show that I desire also to be associated 
with the object of that resolution. 

The first of the three subjects, gentlemen, to which I am going to 
refer is the use which I have made of the responsibility imposed upon 
me by section 72D of the Government of India Act in respect of 
certain demands for grants which were rejected by the Council last 
session. In the speech which I made when proroguing the Council at 
the end oMfcarrh I explained that I •felt bound to exercise my powers 
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under that section to restore certain small sums because I found that 
part of the expenditure covered by the rejected demand had already 
been incurred by Government who were, therefore, obliged to fulfil the 
obligations which they had contracted, for instance, clerks had been 
engaged and their salaries had to be paid. Under any system this 
would have been necessary. Supposing that no power of restoration 
of the grant existed and that instead this Government had resigned, it 
would have been the first dut\ of an\ Government which succeeded 
them to obtain the necessary authority to defray the liabilities which 
had been incurred in all good faith by their predecessors. Since I last 
addressed you I have made limited use of this power of restoration in 
two cases and I desire to explain what I have done in order that you 
may understand how I regard mv responsibility in this matter. 

% 

The first case is that of the proposals for strengthening the Calcutta 
Mounted Police which were rejected by the Council by a majority of 
one — the narrowest possible majority — and in circumstances which I 
am told were not fully understood. There appeared to me, therefore, 
to be a considerable element of doubt as to whether that vote really 
represented the considered view of this Council. 1 might m the 
circumstances have decided the question myself and restored the 
grant. I did not do so. i preierred tiiat this Council should have an 
opjKirtumtv of reconsidering the matter themselves and 1 only desired 
to preserve an opportunity foi ascertaining what were the real wishes 
of the Council in the matter I therefore certified such a sum only us 
was necessary to maintain the additional forc^ in existence up to the 
end of July, that is, until attei the reassembling of the Council. The 
demand for the furl her expenses inquired tor the remainder of the 
year will be submitted to you. I Lope that when you hear the argu- 
ments that will be adduce?!, you will accept the proposals and vote the 
amount required, but I wish to make it quite clear that 1 do not 
intend again to exercise m\ power of restoration with regard* to this 
item and I shall abide by the decision of the Council whatever it may 
be. 

The other case was one i*» which I was not entirely mv own master, 
lonely, the vote for the paper book department of the Calcutta High 
""Court. The High Court, gentlemen, as you know, is administered by 
the Government of India, whilst the Government of Bengal have to 
provide funds for its expenses — an anomalous position on which I will 
not comment on this occasion beyond pointing out tflat so long as that 
position remains, the Government of India are able to give me instruc- 
tions regarding the provision of funds for the High Court and they did 
in fact instruct me to restore the vote which was rejected Ijjst session. # 
Here again, however, I preferred to give the Council an opportunity 
of* reconsidering their previous decision, and I have therefore only 
certified as yet the amount required to maintain the Depw^mdht in 
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existence until the present time. I very much hope that you will 
agree, when the case is resubmitted to you, to provide the funds required 
for its continuance until the end of the year. 

Having made this personal explanation of a matter which is entirely 
within my own discretion, I turn now to two other subjects which aie 
the concern of ray Government as a whole. 

In one of the addresses that was presented to me on my arrival in 
Calcutta, reference was made to the increase in the cost of the admin- 
istration resulting from the introduction of the reforms and anxiety 
was expressed lest the political changes which were introduced by the 
Act of 1919 might become unpopular if they weie associated in the 
minds of the people with increased taxation. I assured the deputation 
m my reply that I shared their anxiety and that I would devote my 
attention specially to this all-important question of finance. It was 
a problem, gentlemen, with which I was only too familiar because 
it was one which had been causing great anxiety and great perplexity 
to the Government of which T was a member C 'at home. Indeed, I 
doubt if there is a Government in the world at the present moment 
which is not perplexed by the same problem. Remembering, however, 
that the British Government had derived very real and valuable help 
from the Retrenchment Committee which they had appointed and 
knowing that the tax-pavers of Great Britain had good cause to be 
grateful for the luliours of Sir Eric Geddes and his colleagues, I 
suggested to my colleagues in this Government that similar advantages 
might possibly result from the appointment of a similar committee 
here. This, let me sav, was long before I had heard of the appoint- 
ment bv the Government of India of the Retrenchment Committee 
over which Lord Inehen]>e is to preside. I pointed out to my colleagues 
that, in the last session this Council had accepted the taxation which 
they had proposed and in this wav rendered them very valuable assis- 
tance in meeting the financial difficulties in which thev found them- 
selves last winter, and I suggested that having got* through those imme- 
diate difficulties it would he a right and proper thing for them to admit 
a full and searching inquiry into the expenditure of their administra- 
tion by an impartial and expert committee with a view to saving moimy, 
if possible, which might either he devoted to the pressing need of 
administrative reforms or would at any rate obviate the necessity of 
still further taxation in the immediate future. I am glad to say that 
I found that my colleagues were fully ready to adopt the suggestion I 
made to them and the committee which will he presided over by 
Sir Rajendra Nath Mukhnrii was the result. We are very greatly indeb- 
f ted to Sir Rajendra Nath Mukbarji for undertaking the chairmanship of 
this comm 1 {fee. The invitation to him to serve on Lord Inchcape’s Com- 
mittee came subsequently and although he felt it his duty to accept that 
invitaiiq^he very kindlv, and with .great public spirit, agreed to abide 
hv his promise to me and to shoulder this double burden. 
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I sincerely hope that though the field for retrenchment in this pro- 
vince may not be large, some really useful economies will be effected 
as the result of their labours. I ought, however, to put in* one word of 
caution. It is a popular delusion in all countries that Governments 
love spending money and that the people love saving it. The fact is 
that economy, though generally very loudly advocated in theory, is 
unpopular in practice, whether in domestic or public affairs. Economy 
means doing without things and that is something which none of us 
like. The very people who criticise Government for spending money in 
one direction generally clamour that it should sfiend even more money 
in another direction and so every one wants at the same time two 
irreconcilable objects, namely, reduction of taxation and the expt'ii- 
diture of public ^ money in the direction of his own choice. Our 
Retrenchment Committee is not going to make that any more possible 
in the future than it has been in the past. All that Sir Rajendra Nath 
Mukharji and his colleagues can do is to tell Government, the Members 
of this Council, and the general public, that certain seduces at the 
present time involve expenditure of such a sum and that the abolition of 
certain posts, the alteration of certain methods of administration would 
result in the saving of such another sum. All that they can do in this 
respect — I think it is the only thing that they can do which is not open 
to the public — they can question and cross-examine members of the 
Government) as t^> the necessity for every post, as to the justification 
for every method of adm migration, as to what m their opinion will be 
the result of changes which they may suggest in their report. When 
tl^y have done that, it \ v ill Ik* for the Government, in consultation with 
this Council, to decide what they think we can agree to do without 
and what they think we can afford to keep. Now I have merely said 
the« few words of caution because it is generally supposed that a 
Retrenchment Committee is some patent device for ledueing exjieiiditure 
and I thought it well to make it clear that all that such a committee 
can do and.does do 1* its investigation, its comments and its advice is 
to popularise the information on which the Executive with the help of 
the Legislature have to decide what the expenditure of the country 
oj&ht to he. 

r ^ 

Gentlemen, this question of finance may fairly be described as the 
test of the health of a State, and I turn now to another subject which 
might be described, in this province at any rate, i^s an index of the 
health, or perhaps 1 ought to sav the ill-health, ofi the imputation — 1 
mean the scourge of malaria. The statistics legarding the ravages of 
this disease and its effect uj>on the social, industrial and economic life 
of the people are indeed startling and appalling when they are first 
revealed. This terrible evil was referred to in many of the addresses 
which were presented to me on m^ arrival and the problem of how to 
grapple with it has occupied my attention continuously^^ the last 
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three months. I have had Ion# and frequent discussions with my Hon'ble 
colleague who is responsible for the administration of the Department of 
Local Self-Government and Health and also with Dr. Bentley, the 
Director of Public Health. They have informed me of the anti- 
malaria] nitrations already in progress and of others which are in 
contemplation. I gathered in my first interview with Dr. Bentley 
that in his opinion the efforts of Government in their anti-malarial 
]>oliey in the past had been too exclusively directed to draining areas 
where water was stagnant and too little to restoring the flow where it had 
been interrupted and thus, as happens annually in Eastern Bengal, pro- 
viding an effective flushing out of the districts where the mosquito breeds. 
By an alteration in }>oliey — bv what he regarded as a more enlightened 
policy, he hoped to accomplish three things — to servp at the same time 
the needs of the population for drinking water, of agriculture for 
irrigation and of the public health by washing out the malaria-carrying 
mosquito. Gentlemen, I do not promise to discuss these theories on 
this oceasi#!. I only refer to them t<f indicate how helpless the 
Government is in such a matter unless when it comes to this Council and 
asks for funds for remedial measures it can be assured that such measures 
are going to be beneficial, for without such assurance money may be 
wasted and harm even may be done. Unfortunately in dealing with this 
disease of malaria, there is no known sovereign remedy. We are still in 
the stage of simulation, of research and of experiment and if, we had 
c-rores of rupees at our disposal we should not yet be certain what will be 
the best way of spending them. In the circumstances I suggested to my 
Minister that we should establish a special Department of a few ex{>erts 
whose function it would be study all the known or all the suggested means 
of fighting malaria, whether preventive or curative, and to advise 
Government upon them. Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea at once 
accepted the suggestion and has already acted upon it. This Depart- 
ment, of which no doubt he will give you further details will not 
involve any appreciable increase of expenditure. He merely pro- 
poses to detail Dr. Bentlev to devote the wdiole of his time to the study 
of this subject and to relieve him of the other more routine duties ol 
his office. Dr. Bentley will la 1 assisted in this work by six of Abe 
existing Assistant Directors of Public Health who like himself will n, 
future devote- the whole of their time to matters connected with the 
lighting of malaria. Gentlemen, 1 do not wish to be over-sanguine 
or to raise expectations which may not be fulfilled. I know well enough 
the difficulties of this problem but from this concentration of effort and 
study which will l)e effected by the small administrative change we do 
hope to accomplish two things — (1) a more rapid progress in our anti- 
mrlarial cjfmpaign, and (2") greater certainty as to the value of the 
measures which we adopt. Although this experiment has only just 
been decided upon, I thought that this Council jnipht be interested to 
hear about it. 
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In conclusion, gentlemen, let me wish you all success in the work of 
the session which will now commence. 

His Excellency then left the Chamber preceded by the Deputy- 
President. 

(On the return of the Deputy-President. ) 

Oaths. 

The following members Lx>k an oath of their allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. J. Donald. 

Mr. M. 0. McAlcin. 

Mr. T. Emerson. 

Mr. J. N. Roy. 

Certificates under section 72D of the Government of India Act. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr): 1 beg to lay Tin the table three certificates granted 
by His Excellency the Governor under section 721) of the Government 
of India Act. His Excellency has already discussed the reasons for 
granting these certificates. 1 need not say anything further on the 
subject* 


0 ) 

Expenditure on account ok Paper Book Department 


Whereas the Government of India have sanctioned the retention of the Paper 
Book Department of the High Court up to the end of the financial year 1921-22 
pending final orders, and whereas the Bengal Legislative Council has refused its 
assent to a demand for a grant of Its 50,000 for that department for the year 
1922-23 under the head “24. — Administration of Justice,” 1 hereby certify, under 
the proviso (ri) of section ?2D (2) of the Government of India Act, that the expendi- 
ture of Rs. 4,000, being the amount payable oil account of the salaries and allow- 
ances of the officers and establishment of the department for the month of March, 
192tf, is essential for the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 

LYTTON, 


The 4th April , 1922. 


Governor of Ilengul. 


( 2 ) 

Expenditure under head “ 26. — Police.’ 

Whereas the Bengal Legislative Council has refused its assent to a demand for 
Rs. 1,00,000, in respect of “ Police F§rce — Calcutta Police ” under thq> head 
“26. — Police,” I hereby certify, under proviso (a) to section 72D f/f of the 
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Government of India Act, that for the above purpose the expenditure of a sum 
of Rs. 37,762 is essential for the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 

LYTTON, 

Governor of Bengal . 

The 6th April , 1922. 


(3) 

Expenditure on account of Staff for Paper Book Department. 

Whereas the Government of India have directed that the staff now employed in 
the Paper Book Department of the High Court shall be maintained until the 
advisability of retaining the present arrangements as a permanent measure has 
been definitely decided, and whereas it has become necessary, therefore, to restore 
such portion, as is required for this purpose, of the demand for a grant of Rs. 60,000 
for that department for the year 1922-23 under the head 24.— Administration 
of Justice,” which was refused by the Bengal Legislative Council, I hereby certify, 
under proviso (a) of section 721) (2) of the Government of India Act, that the 
expenditure of Rs 12,000, being the amount payable on account of the salaries and 
allowances of the officers and establishment of the department for the months of 
April, May, and June, 1922, is essential for the discharge of my responsibility 
for the subject. 

LYTTON, 

Governor of Bengal. 

The ISih May , 1922. 


Appointment of new President. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8IRCAR: I should like to rise to 
a point of order. His Excellency has just now announced that the 
Hon ’hie Nawab Sir Syed Nhams-ul-JIuda has resigned the presidentship 
of this Council hut he has not announced whether any President has been 
appointed. Without a President being appointed, the Council cannot 
proceed. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Well, as a matter of fact, Mr. Cotton 
has been appointed as President and he is now on- leave. He has 
written to me to say that he will be here on the 5th of November. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I ask whether it is in 
order to be on leave before joining the appointment ? (Laughter.^) 

Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Persons dealt with under special criminal enactments. 

•I. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon ble the 

Member iih charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(#b many persons, and in iyhat districts of Bengal, were dealt 
with under the notifications issued under the special criminal 
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enactments, viz., the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, 
and the Prevention of Seditions Meetings Act, 1911, since 
their inauguration up to the end of December, 1921 ; 

(«) how many were arrested and how many of them were impris- 
oned after trial ; 

(m) how many were released — 

(a) before trial, 

(b) on trial, 

(c) on the expiry of the full terms of imprisonment, and 
( (1 ) before the expiry of the full term ; and 

(#4?) how many are still under detention — 

(tf) pending trial, and 
(h) afte # r trial? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): A statement giving the infoimation available 
for the period indicated is placed on the Library table. There were 
no arrests ot prosecution^ undei the Seditious Meetings Act, 1911. 

'Political arrests. 

• •II. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Dou ble the Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(0 the number of ]>ersons arrested and convicted in each district 
of Bengal from the 18th November, 1921, to the 11th Feb- 
ruary, 192^2, for violating the provisions of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act of 1908, and the Seditious Meetings 
Act of 1911; 

• 

• (?'/) the number of these jiersons who have been released; 

(in) the number of persons arrested and convicted in Calcutta from 
the 18th November, 1921, to the lltli February, 1922, for 
violating the provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Aet, as also the notification issued by tlrt* Commissioner of 
Polite prohibiting meetings and processions; and 

(ir) the number of such persons who have been released? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: A statement showing the 
information available is laid on the table. There were no arrests under 
the Seditious Meetings Act. 9 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. //, showing 
number of persons arrested under the Indian Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act , including number convicted , discharged , or released by 
Government , during the period 18th November , 1921 , Jo 
February , 7022. 


District. 

Number 

arrested. 

j Numlier 

1 convicted. 

Number 

discharged. 

Number 
released by 
novei nment 
before expiry 
of their 
sentence. 

Number whose 
sentence were 
reduced by 
Government. 

Calcutta 


I 6,551 

3,132 

968 

1,950° 

831 

Faridpur 

... 

C4G 

435 

113 

( 

159 

... 

Bakarganj 

... 

104 

41 

2 

1 

... 

Mymcimingii 

... 

309 

192 

36 C 

4 

... 

Dacca 

... 

448 

300 

4> 

74 


Howrah 


282 

260 

6 

... 

... 

Birhhum 


10 

4 

5 



Burd wan 


39 

... 


r 

< ••• 

Midnnpore ... 


5 

4 

1 



Bujahahi 


10 

7 

... 

... 


Bogra 


115 

64 

1 



Dirnjpnr 


2 

... 

t 

... 


Bangpur 


336 

296 

33 

9 j 


Pah n a 

... 

80 

... 

Sr 

1 


24-Pnrganas 


202 

52 

35 

... 


Jossore 


3 


3 

... 

• •• v 

y 

Nadia 


30 

... 

5 

... 


Chittagong ... 


610 

488 

84 

69 


Tippora 

« 

52 

7 

19 

2 

9M 

Noakhali 

... 

60 

... 

4 

2 

... 


• All juvenile prisoner* under the age of 16 year* wore also released from the Alipore and Presidency Jails. 
Their number is not leuown. 3 

• t 

Note.— N o arrests were made in the other districts. 
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*111. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that the town of Pabna is suffering from want of a supply of filtered 
drinking water and bathing tanks? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what progress 
has been made up till now by the Pabna Municipality towards the 
construction of the Pabna Water-Works? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the amount — 
(?) required for the projH>sed water-works project, and 

(?/) promised or raised from the — 

(]) public, 

( 2) zami ndars, and 
(.7) District Board of Pabna? 

((f) What amount, if any, have the Government sanctioned for the 
water- works scheme ? 

( c) If no amount has been sanctioned, sue the Government considering 
the desirability of sanctioning any amount? If so, when is it proposed 
to malje the allotment? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELF- 
Cpvernment (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) 

The answei is in the afliimative so far as the supply of filtered waiter is 
concerned. Government have no inhumation about bathing tanks. 

(I) ) Government accorded administrative approval in 1916 to a 
sketch project for the water-supply of the Pabna Municipality at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 1,05,000. The Chief Engineer, Public Health 
Department, now' proposes to modify the scheme and reduce it h cost 
by basing the supply on a boring for which provision is made in the 
supplementary estimates. * 

(r) (?) The amount of the original estimate was Its. 1,05,000. 

(??) ( 7) and {2) Public subscriptions to the amount of Rs. 50,000 
are expected. 

(J) The District Board agreed to contribute Rs? 00,000. 

(rl) Nothing has yet been sanctioned but the proposals for financing 
the original scheme included a Government contribution of Rs. 80,000. 

(e) The matter will be settled when the* result of tlfe boring is 
known and the detailed plan and estimates are prepared and submitted 
through the Sanitary Board. 
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•IV. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Has the attention of 

the Hon’ hie the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
been drawn to the eddy which has suddenly formed at the eastern 
extremity of the Pabna protective revetment and which is gradually 
deepening ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that most of the Govern- 
ment buildings lying opposite to the eastern extremity of the revetment 
are exposed to danger from erosion ? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) how many yards intervene between the river Padma and the 
streamlet Icckamati at the eastern extremity of the revet- 
ment ; ( 

( n ) whether a junction between the two is apprehended at this 
extremity; and if so, what measures are the Government con- 
templating adopting during the year 1022-23 to prevent this 
threatened junction ? 

(d) Is the Hon bio tin* Minister aware that the Pabna protective 
works have been badly damaged in many places during the last rains? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister lx* pleased to state 

(/) the steps that have been taken or are proposed to be taken to 
repair the damaged parts of the protective works; and 

(n) what amounts have been allotted during the financial year 
1922-2U for the puii>ose or what allotments are proposed in 
this connection? • 

(/) Has the Hon’ble the Minister received any representations from 
the Chairman, Pabna Municipality, and the people of Pabna, calling 
lus attention to the thientening state which the river has suddenly 
assumed and urging upon him to take immediate measures to check the 
further progress of the eddy which has formed and’ extend the revetment 
by at least a few* hundred chains at its both ends to prevent the danger 
to which the town of Pabna is ex}x>sed from the erosion? 

iff) If so, what action, if any, is proposed to be taken in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) Yes. The eddy referred to was observed first at the beginning of 
March. In the lieginning of June, it was reported that there was then 
no eddy and that the current was not directed against this point of the 
river hank. 

(b) The Government buildings are exposed to no greater danger 
at the present time than in 1920 when measures for the protection of 
the rive^Jiauk against further erusion were carried out. 



1 « 2 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


13 


(c) (?) One hundred and nine yards. 

(ii) No. 

(d) Attention is invited to my speech in reply to a resolution moved 
by Maulvi Shah Abdur Rauf at a meeting of this (\mneil on 212nd 
February, 1922, in which I stated that floods, subsequent to the con- 
struction of protective works, including? the floods of 1921, had damaged 
the protective works but not to a greater extent than might bo 
expected. 

(c) (0 The repairs which it was announced, in my s]X‘ech referred 
to, would be undertaken, have been carried out and completed. 

(ii) The estimated cost of the repairs and restoration which have 
been undertaken, nr., Rs. ltd, 200 has been provided in the current 
year’s budget aftd has been made available for expenditure. 

(/) Yes, the last representations were received in March, 1922. 
(ff) Government have decided that, in view of present circum- 
stances and in accordance with the advice received from their expert 
officers, it is unnecessary to extend the revetment or undertake fur- 
ther work at present. • 


Public Health Department and its publicity branch. 

• 

*X- Dr. J^TINDRA NATH MOITRA: <„) Will the Uon’lde 0,« 
Minister in charge of the • Department of Local Self-Government bo 
pleased to lu\ on the table a statement showiyg the names of officers of 
the Public Health Department with their resjx>etivo qualifications and 
remunerations ? 

(b) Are these appointments permanent and graded S' 

{r) Are the Government considering the desirability of making the 
publicity branch permanent? 

The Hon’ble Sir.SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA : (,/) and (b) A 
statement is laid on the Libiarv table. 

(c) For the present Government are of opinion that the establish- 
ment for the publicity branch attached to the Public Health Depart- 

<^ment should remain on a temporary basis. 


Reduction in the staff of District Magistrates owjng to transfer of 
certain duties. 

•VI. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER : („) Will the Hon’ble the. 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state" 
in which of the district the District Magistrates have l>een relieved of 
their duty of hearing the appeals from the decisions of second and third 
class magistrates? # 
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(b) Wliat reductions, if any, in the staff of the officers have been 
or are being made on this account? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) In the districts of Dacca, 
Myinensingh, Chittagong, Midnapore, Bakarganj and the 24-Parganas, 
appeals from the decisions of second and third class magistrates 
are heard by the Additional District Magistrates, and in the districts 
of M urshidabad, Jessore and Khulna by deputy magistrates specially 
empowered in that behalf. 

(b) No reductions in staff have been or are being made on this 
account. 


Cutlery industry of Kanchannagore and Bompas. 

•VII. Mr. BUOY PR08AD SINCH ROY: (4 Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that then* is an extensive cutlery industry in the villages of 
Kanchannagore and Bom pus in the district of Durdwan ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, ha\e been taken by (Knernment to encourage the industry? 

(r) If no steps have been taken, are the Government' eonsiderifig the 
desirability of taking any steps? 

(ri) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? v 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENTS AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(b) A full inquiry has been made and a report submitted by the local 
Superintendent of Industries. This report is now receiving the considera- 
tion of the Industrial Engineer, and proposal# for improving the industry 
will shortly be submitted to Government. 

(r) and (<7) These questions do not arise. 


Muhammadans in Bengal Secretariat and attached offices. 

•VIII. Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state what 
efforts have been made since the publication of the notification 
No. 13G03 -Mis., dated the 14th November, 1919, to give practical 
effect to 15(2) of the rules published under the said notification? 
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(b) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of vacancies that occurred and the 
number out of them that were given to Muhammadans in the upper 
and lower divisions of the clerical service since the publication of the 
above notification — 

(i) in the Secretariat ; and 

(n) in the offices of the Heads of the Departments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) A yearly return, 
showing the steps taken dining t lie year in the Secretariat and attached 
offices to attain the prescribed percentage in the matter of Muham- 
madan recruitment, is submitted to Government. The matter, there- 
fore, is constantly under review. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred 
question No. VIII, 



Ufflro. 

N uniltcr of 
ppriumn lit 
v.u'ttiififh in the 
lower mid upper 
divisions during 
tin* venr. 

Number of 
pprm.inent 
varum ip. filled 
b> Mulmni- 
Hindu n*. 

N uiiiIkt of 
t«mi[>omr\ 
vuntiii’l**. m Cip 
lower and upper 
division. during 
tin* tear. 

N umlx«r of 
tx*m|H*ri*r> 

\ uriitirlPK li lind 

by Muham- 
timdann. 


* # 



— 




1919 - 20 . 

• 





f Judicial, Political and 

9 

• 

2 

29 

9 

• 

Appointment Depait- 






merits. 






Ko\ (‘imc Department ... 

# 1 

1 

... 

... 

ri 

Finance and (’on merce 

4 


2 


r 

Depai tincntH. 






• 





Public Works and Irri- 

7 

2 

8 

3 

tx 

gation Departments. 





CJ 

ca 

Local Self-Government 

• 

3 

2 

11 

4 


and Education De- 
partments. 






Legislative Department, 

1 

1 

G 

1 

i 

L including Hook Dep6t. 



• 


Oflice of the Director of 

■ 

G 

5 

43 

16 


Public Instruction. 





Office of the Inspector- 

9 

5 

25 

10 • 


General of Police. 






Board of I(e venue 

8 

4 

6 




• 


• 

_ •*** 
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Office. 

Number of 
permanent 
vacancies in the 
lower aud upper 
divisions during 
the >ear. 

Number of 
! permanent 
i vacancies filled 
bj Muham- 
madans. 

Number of 
temporary 
vacancies in the 
'ower and upper 
division! during 
the year. 

Number of 
temporary 
vacancies filled 
by Muham- 
madans. 

Office of the Protector 
of Emigrants. 

... 

... 

... 


Office of the Registrar, 
Co-operative Societies. 

6 

2 

... 

... 

Ollice of the Collector 
of Customs. 

6 

2 

19 

c 

Ollice of the Commis- 
sioner of Excise and 
Suit. 

2 

1 

2 

... 

Office of the Director of 
Agriculture. 

1 

1 

14 

4' 

Office of the Director of 
Public Health (then 
called Sanitary Com- 
missionei ). 

3 

1 

7 

i 

1 

Office of tin* Collector 
of Income-Tax. 

H 

1 

) 

i 

37 i 

i 

7 

Ollice of the Direetoi of 
Laud Records. 

1 

! 

11 

4 

Office of the Inspector - 
General of Registra- 
tion. 

2 

i | 

14 

i 

i 

2 

Office of the Inspector- 
Gcncrul ol Prisons. 


• i 

i 

i 

... 

Office of the Kmgeon- 
General with the Gov- 


... 

12 ! 

i 

" 

4 


eminent of Bengal. 


1920 - 21 . 

f Judicial, Political and 3 

Appointment Popart 
I men La. 

| Revenue Department ... 3 

Finance, Commerce and 3 

Marine Department 

Department of Agricul- 2 

L tore and Industries. I 


I t 

1 10 2 

j 

1 1 

2 1 1 

I 

I 13 1 


1 
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Number of 
permanent 
vacancies in the I 
lower nod upper | 
di\ itdon*t dtiriur j 
tin* year. ( 


Namier of 
po-tnaneut 
vacancies filled 
b\ Mull a tie 
wadaii*. 


Number of 
temporary 
vacancies in the 
lower ami upper 
divisions during 
the >e«r. 


Numler of 
temporary 
v.toaitohnt filled 
by Muham- 
madans. 


. f Public Works and Irri- 
.? gat ion Depart me ntH. 

2 

1 

1 

... 

® Local Self-Government 
t and hducation De 

partmcntK. 
tx 

6 

1 

j 

1 

I 

12 

! 

i 

§ Legislative Department, 
x L including Book Depot 

5 

2 

8 

| 4 

Office of the Director of 
Public I nstruetK'D. 

10 

8 

37 

12 

Office of the Inspector- 
Geueial of policy 

j 8 

| 

3 

23 

! 7 

Board of Revenue 

2 

1 

7 

1 

( ffice of tin* Protectoi 
of Emigrants. 

• 

1 

1 

! ... 

| : 

- 

... 

Office of the Registrar 
Co-ojteral ive Societies 

i f» 

i 

3 

... 

... 

Office of the Collector (»f 
Customs. 

5 

• 

... 

! 

10 

2 

( )ffi'*e of the Coinmis- 
sionei of Excise and 
Salt. 

... 

• 

4 

2 

Office <*f the Dnector <>f 
Agnctilture. 

* 1 

... 

14 

3 

Office of the Director of 
Public Health * 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Office of the Collector of , 
Income-Tax. 1 

1 

4 

> 

• 

1 

17 

5 

I 

Office of the Director of ( 
Land Records. j 

... 

... 

3 

... 

Office of the Inspector- 
General of Registra- 
tion. 

•> 

... 

j 15 

• { 

4 

Office of the Inepector- 
General of Prisons. 

l 

1 

6 


Office of the Surgeon - 
General with the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal. j 

2 

• 

j 

10 

i 

•i 

2 
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11 Ad valorem ” court-fees in Calcutta High Court, Original Side. 


•IX. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) Will the Hon’ bio 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government contemplate recommending to tlie Government 
of India the desirability of introducing ad valorem, court-fee stamps in 
the Original Side of the Calcutta High Court? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member in a position to state the additional 
amount which would be derived if such court-fees were introduced? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) : (a) No, but this Government have addressed the 
Government of India as to the desirability of increasing the court-fees 
on the Original Side of the High Court. 

(h) The member is referred to the answer given to paragraph ( ii ) of 
unstarred question No. 200 by Maulvi Ilamid-ud-dif* Khan at the meet- 
ing of the Council held on the 1st March last. 


Applications from officers to retire on proportionate pensions. 

•X. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state — 
(?) the number of applications from officers of different services in 
Bengal who have applied to retire on proportionate pension 
under the terms announced by the Secretary of State, and 
(ii) the number of such applications granted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Government are not pre- 
pared to furnish the information asked for. 


“ Servant ” defamation case. 

•XI. Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) Will the ITon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether the expenses of the defamation cases that have been brought 
by Mr. Kidd, Deputy Commissioner of Police, in the Presidency Magis- 
trate’s Court, Calcutta, against the printers of the Servant and the 
Amrita Bazar Patrihi are being borne by the Government? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(?) what is tlie amount sanctioned, 

(ii) who has sanctioned this expenditure; and 

(???) thg .items of expenditure in the budget grants from which the 
coptp &re being met? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: («) Yes. 

( b ) ( i ) and ( n ) No definite amount has yet been sanctioned. 

(in) The exj»enditure will he debited to the head “ Fees to Pleaders ” 
under “ Legal Remembrancer ” in the budget grant for the “ Adminis- 
tration of Justice.” 

*XIA. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May 1 ask how 

much money has alreadx been spent on this account ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: No money has been spent 
on this account. 


Sir Watson-Smyth’s speech of 28th February, 1922. 

•XII. Babu SUJRENDRA NATH MALLIK: {a) Has the attent ion 
of the llon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Depaitmont been 
drawn to the speech delivered bv Sir Holier! Watson-Sm\ tli at the 
annual meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce on tin* ”Sth Feb- 
ruary last ? 

(h) If so, what action, if un\ , are the (iovernment taking in the 
matter? 

• 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. L. *8TEPH ENSON : (</) The speech has been 
reported in the press. • 

• (/>) Government are taking no action. 


Conviction and Imprisonment of political offenders. 

•XIII. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
the Memhei in ehnfge of the Political Department be pleased to lav 
on the table a statistical statement for t lie period from the month of 
November, 1921, indicating* month by month and district by district in 
Bengal including the Presidency town of Calcutta, the number of 
persons hitherto convicted and imprisoned, as well as those subse- 
quently discharged from jail either conditionally or unconditionally, 
for offences under — 

(i) the Indian Criminal Law Amendment, Act* of 1908; 

(t’i) the Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act of 1911; and 
(in) sections 124A and 15JA of the Indian Penal ('ode, 
together with the terms of sentences passed upon them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Statements giving the 
information so far as available are laid on the Library table. 
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•XIV. Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(?) the number of chaukidars in Bengal, 

(ii) the total amount of cost of their maintenance and equipment; 

(iii) the amount contributed annually by the Government to the 
union boards, or cbaukidari unions, from the revenue of the 
chaukidari rhokrtm lands, for the maintenance and equipment 
of chaukidars; and 

(tv) the sum annually paid by the union boards, from the taxes 
realised by them under section 37 (a) of the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act, 1919, towards the pay and equipment 
of the chaukidars? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson) S (/) and (it) The information is contained in 
the statement laid on the table on the 29th August, 1921, with reference 
to unstarred question No. 30, asked by Mr. Tarit Bliusan Itoy on the 
14th March 1921. 

(Hi) and (tv) Information is not on record. Inquiry is being made. 


Resignation of honorary offices by Babu Benode Kumar 
Roy Chaudhuri of Barisal. 

•XV. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Babu Benode Kumar Roy Chaudhuri, zamindar 
of Barisal, and an ex-member of the late Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Legislative Council, has been made to resign all liis honorary offices, 
namely, the Secretaryship of the I)is]>ensary Committee, Secretary- 
ship of the Deaf and Dumb School, and the honorary post of non- 
official visitor to the Barisal jail, and that his licenses for two revol- 
vers and a pistol have been cancelled by the District Magistrate? 

(h) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state the reasons for this step? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table the 
text of the correspondence, if any, that might have passed between the 
District Magistrate and Benode Babu or any other superior officer in 
this connection? 

(<1) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that Benode Babu has been deprived of bis honorary offices and licenses 
for having lent his private carriage ior use during the occasions of the 
visits of 'Mr. J. M, Sen-Gupta and Mr, Gandhi to Barisal? 
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The Hon’ble Mr, H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Yes, the honorary offices 
refereed to were resigned at the suggestion of the District Magistrate. 

( b ) This gentleman and members of his family were giving counte- 
nance and aid to non-co-operation activities in Barisal and, in the opinion 
of the District Magistrate, his action was incompatible with his con- 
tinuing to hold these offices. 

(c) The suggestion that he should resign his honorary offices was 
made verbally. 

(d) These were among the incidents on which the District Magis- 
trate’s action was -based. 


Overseas pay and allowances of Imperial Servioe officers. 

•XVI. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will the Dou ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing, service by service, the total amount 
of money drawn annually by the members of the various Imperial 
Services in Bengal, inclusive of # the Indian Civil Service, as overseas 
pay and allowance? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’bVfe 
Sir John Kerr): The approximate annual cost of overseas pay of the 
various Imperial # Serviees in Bengal' is shown against eaeh service 
below : — 


Indian Civil Service 
Indian Medical Service 
Agiietilture * 

Veterinary Department 
Police 

Education # 

Public Works Dopartnffint 
Foi ests • 


Its. 

■ 1 , 05,000 

1.44.000 
14,200 

5,400 
1 ,95,400 

1 . 11.000 

40.000 

27.000 


Total 0,41,700 


Reduction in the number of Executive Councillors. 

•XVII. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR} (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment .department be 
pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to 
abolish two of the posts of the members of the Executive Council of the 
Government, one Indian and the otfer European? 

(6) If so, when will the proposal be given effect to? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N” (a) and ( h ) The numb* 
of members of the Executive Council, within the limit fixed by section 4 
of the Government of India Act, is a matter within the discretion of th 
Secretary of State, and the Local Government are not in a position t 
make any communication on the subject. 


Kidderpore bridge. 

•XVIII. Sir A8UT08H CHAUOHURI : M Will the lion’bl 
the Membei in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased 1 
state the date when the contractors were given « the fc con tract for cot 
struct ing the Kidder]>ore bridge? 

(h) Was any agreement entered into between them and the Govern 
meat for the carrying out of the work? 4 , 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble th 
Member be pleased to state within wlitt time it was agreed that tli 
bridge should be completed P 

* 

(<I) What was the rate for the supply of steel and iron work of th 
bridge ? 

(c) Have the juices of steel and iron work gone down since the dat 
of contract and the date within which the bridge was to have beei 
completed? *■ 

(/) At what rate will the contractors bt? paid for steel and iron worl 
of the bridge? 

(//) Is it a fjvct that the attention of Government has been drawn a 
various times to the slow progress of the work in connection with tin 
construction of the bridge? x 

*' W ks ilm TIon’hle the Member in a position to state the time withii 
which the construction of the bridge is likely to be completed and tin 
bridge oj>ened to traffic? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) The routine 
was accepted on t he (>th April, 1920. 

(M The answer is in affirmative. 

(c) The timj limit was not definitely fixed as it was not possible tf 
do so owing to VeVy uncertain labour comUtions in England, hut against 
time limit it was stated that the wc#k would be finished in 14 month* 
witjiout ]>enalty clause. 

c ^ 

i * ) for finished and erected steel work was Rs. 655-67 per ton 
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(c) The prices have gone down to some extent during the time 
'mentioned. 

♦ 

(/) At the tendered rates noted above. 

( g ) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(h) It is difficult t# fix a particular time for completion. As far as 
can be judged*from the present state of the work it is expected that by 
the end of September ne*i the bridge will be opened to traffic. 


District *nd subdivisional officers of Rangpur. 

•XIX. Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the llon’ble the 
Member in charge of the ApjH>intinent Department be pleased to state 
whether it is correct # that the Muhammadans form the majority of the 
Imputation of the district of Rangpur? 

• 

(h) Jf so, are the Government considering the desirability of pass- 
ing orders that of the four subdivisional officers of the distiiet, at least 
two should be always Muhammadans and the District Mngistiatc lie 
always a European ? 

p 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (#) Yes. 

(b) No. 


Appointments in the Imperial Services. 


•XX. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: Will the Hon hie the 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to lay «ffi 
the table a statement showing — 

(/) the total number of appointments in each Imperial Nei vice under 
the Government ; 


(n) the number of permanent appointments held by the Indians; 


( 111 ) the number of permanent appointments 
and on the inferior scale since 
Reforms Scheme ; and 


made on the superior 
introduction of the 


(Jr) the number of permanent appointments out of <T,V) ] lavt . 

been conferred ujk.ii tl^ natives of the count rv * 


JTZTZ T’ L ,‘ STEPHIN80N: JO *« (”') A atatment. i. 
IM on the table showing the figures as they stood on the 1st April, 1922, 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XX % showing 
appointments in the Imperial Services in Bengal corrected up k 
1st April 1922. 




- 

NUMB Bit OF PE IMANBNT APPOINTMENTS 
MADE 8IN0B THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
REFORM SCHEME. 

Name of Service. 

i 

1 Number of appoiut- 
inenta. 

Number of 
p rnianent 
appoint- 
ments 
held by 
Indians. 

SUPERIOR RCAI.B 
(DIRBOT APPOINT- 
MRNTS). 

Inferior scale. 



* 

Non- 
Ind ians. 

Indians. 

Non- 

Indians. 

Iii.llp.n-. 

(1) Indian Civil 

her vice. 

Sanctioned strength— 
208. 

Actual strength— 185. 

36 

! 

1 

11 

1 

3 

(2) Indian* •• Police 

Service, 

Sanctioned strength— 

1 1 0.* 

Actual str< ngtli— 107. 


... 

t 

13 

1 

(3) Indian Korol 

Hervue. 

Sanctioiied strength— 
23. 

i , 


i 

l 

H 



Actual strength-- 18. 

i 


i 



(1) Indian Educational 
Her vice— 




v 



(f ) Men's Branch ... 

67 

26 

... 

... 

4 

lit 

iff) Women’s Branch 

3 


... 

... 

• 


^Ti) Indian Agricultural 
Her vice. 

11* 

2 

... 


... 

1 • 

(6) Imperial branch 

of the Chil 

Veterinary De- 
partment. 

3 


... 

... 

... 


(7 ) Indian Service of 
Engine? re- 







li) Under the Public 
Works Depart- 
•*'" infill. 

Sanctioned strength— 
28 (14 ill the Europe- 
leeruitcd branch and 

H in tile India- , 
recruited biaucli). 

1 

> o 

1 

... 

... 

... 



Actual strength— 33. j 

1 

J 





(M) Undei the Irriga- 
tion Depaitinent. 

Sanctioned strength — 
30 (18 in the Kurope- 
reeruited bra neli and 

H ill the India- 
recruited brnuch) 

] 

> 10 

1 

... 

... 1 

S 

, 

1 


Actual strength— 23. 

l 





(H) Dffloers of the 

Iridiun Medical 1 
Service in civl 
employ . 

Sanctioned strength— 

M (includftyf 43 

at present exclu- 
sively reserved for ! 
Indian Medical 

Serviic officers). J 

___ i 

7 

4 

i 


1 



• Including 7 temporary appointments. * 

t Including ono sti 1). pro <?m. appointment. 

„ ini'iwrZV 1 T-’i SC,Ue ; In khe Educational Service them are oo superior .ml inferior soak* but there 

Iwn^ar^na^^o^thwo poaU. 01 ' * >R ’ V ^ * h<Mr fch * n ordinary scale of the service and no direct appoint- 

} Two posts arc vacuot. There is only one soale in these two services. 

•• On the ordinary scale. 
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Alipore jail riot inquiry. 

•XXI. Mr. 3. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hou’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Alipore jail riot inquiry was held by Mr. Swinhoe 
under the Criminal Procedure Code; 

(it) whether witnesses were examined on their oath and evidence 
recorded according to the Indian Evidence Act; 

(ni) for how many days did the inquiry last; and 

(ir) during the inquiry, for how many hours was Mr. Swinhoe 
absent from his regular duties as the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate P 

(b) Will the IJon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
was any dislocation of business in the police courts owing to 
Mr. Swinhoe’s being engaged in t he above inquiry? 

(c) Are the Government considering the advisability of not employ- 
ing any of the regular magisterial staff for inquiries other than wiagis- 
terial inquiries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. U. L. STEPHENSON: {ft ) (i) No 

00 Yes. 

On) From the 28th April to the 19th May, 1922. 

(?r) It is not possible now to answer this question with any accuracy. 

( h) There wal some dislocation of work. 

O’) No. 

•XXI-A. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA*: May 1 ask whether 
inAnbers of the Press were admitted to this inquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: Yes. 

Reduction of the number of the members of the Executive Council. 

•XX W. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Tlon’hle the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether the recommendation. of this Council for the reduction of the 
number of members of the Executive Council made on the 7th Febru- 
ary, 1921, has been accepted by the Government, and, if so, when 4he 
Government intend to give effect to it ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHEM80N: The member is referred 
to the answer given to starred question No, V at the meeting of the 
4th July, 1921. 

Separation of Judicial and Exeoutive functions. 

•XXIII. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble. the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleasecTto state 
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whether th# committee appointed to frame a scheme for the separation 
of Judicial and Executive functions have made their report, and, if so, 
when the said report is expected to be published? 

The Hon’ble ) lr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: The member is referred to 
the answer given to an unstarred question on the subject put at this 
meeting by Babu Jatindru Nath Basu. 


Separation of the Judicial and Executive Counoils. 

♦XXIV. Mr. K. C. M. FAROQUI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether 
it is in contemplation to separate the Executive and the Judicial func- 
tions hitherto combined in the administration of a< district? 

(b) If it is so, when is such separation expected to take effect? 

(c) Is it a fact that with the separation of these functions it is 
proposed to abolish the posts of Superintendents of Police? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affiimative, in what way do the 
Government propose to eonqvensato those members who will not have 
yet completed the full pensionable service? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) to (d) The leport of 
the Committee appointed to elaborate a practical working scheme for 
the separation of Executive and Judicial functions in the administra- 
tion of Bengal is now under the consideration of Government. Gov- 
ennent are not in a position to make any statement on the subject at 

j)l*iS4ifit. 

r 

Recruitment of candidates to Provincial and other services. 

‘XXV. Mr. K. C. M. FAROQUI : (<i) With reference to tb(‘ noti- 
fication No. 5798 A., dated the 27th May, 1922, published in the Cnl- 
nitta Gazette promulgating rules to regulate the Recruitment tf' certain 
of the Provincial and other .services, will the Hon’ble the Memliei in 
(Targe of the Appointment Department be pleased to state what con- 
siderations led the Government to restrict the competitive examination 
to nominated candidates only, instead of keeping it open to all 
candidates. 

(h) Will nominations of collegiate students be made by the Principal 
of the College concerned or the Governing Body? 

(e) Will nominations be made in order of merit coupled with good 
character, or be based on any other criterion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHEN80N : (a) While the number of 
candidates that can he examined, if it is only a matter of testing them 
to ascertain whether they have reached a certain standard, is only 
limited b$4he number of examiners available, the number that can be 



1922.] 


questions;. 


27 


examined with # view to placing them in order of merit is strictly 
limited; and the best authorities have plaeinl this limit at about 200. 
As it is expected that the number of qualified candidates who may wish 
to compete at the examination will greatly exceed tliia number, Gov- 
ern meat have considered it necessary to resort to a system of nomina- 
tion by heads of colleges as outlined in the rules. 

(h) Nominations will be made by the Princi|>nl. 

(r) It is expected that in their own interests colleges will nominate 
their best students, and Government do not propose to issue any social 
instructions in the matter. 

Trial of Nar^sh Chandra Lahiri and others under the Indian 
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 1908. 

*XXVI. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department been 
drawn to the judgment passed by the Subdi visional Officer of Palma in 
the last week of .January, 1922, *it the trial of Naresh Ghandra Wulmi 
and others under section 17(7) of the Indian Griminal Law (Amend- 
ments Act, DOS? 

(b) Will the TIon’hle the Member be pleased to state the finding 
of the trying Magistrate regarding the object of the Pabna district 
volunteer corps? * 

(r) Has the Pabna district volunteer corps been socially mentioned 
in the proclamation issued by the Go\ eminent on the 18th Novflfnf 
her. 1921? 

id) Is it not a fact that the members of the Pabna district volunteer 
corps, mentioned in (a) above, who were convicted and imprisoned, 
have not been found guilty of doing any acts of violence? 

The Hqn’ble Mr. H* L. 8TEPHEN80N; (a) Government have seen 
a copy of the judgment. 

(b) The Magistrate found that the objects of the Pabna volunteer 
corps was to further the cauGe of the All-India Volunteer Uorps by 
spreading non-co-oj>eration and sirarirsln in the country. 

(c) It was not specially mentioned, but is covered by the reference 
in the notification to “ other associations existing in the Presidency of 
Bengal and having similar objects.” 

(V/) Yes. 


Gambling in the Rangpur district. 

♦ 

•XXVII. Maulvf HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Is the ITon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Polio* Department aware th*t g/fm- 
bling is very prevalent amongst the people of the district of Rangpur? 
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(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
the Gambling Act to some of the important places of the Rangpur dis- 
trict as recommended by Mr. Fraser, District Magistrate of Rangpur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON s (a) It has been reported that 
gambling is prevalent in certain parts of the district. 

(b) Proposals for the wide extension of the Gambling Act were 
submitted to Government, but were not accepted in view of Govern- 
ment’s policy to extend the Act only to places where gambling is 
especially prevalent and mischievous, where the working of the Act 
could be effectively supervised and controlled and- which are within a 
reasonable distance of established courts. Fresh proposals framed in 
accordance with the policy of Government are awaited from the local 
officers. 

Revision of the pay and prospects of the veterinary assistants. 

•XXVIII. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Will the TTon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is in contemplation to revise the pay and 
prospects of the veterinary assistants? 

(b) If so, when is the revision to take effect ? 

(c) If no revision is contemplated"* will the Eon ’lie the Minister he 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHIIRI, 
Khan Bahadur: (*/), (b) and (c) The pay of the vetei inary assistants of 
this presidency was last raised fram Its. 30 — 1 05 — 70 j>er mensem to 
Its. 50 10/5 — 100 per mensem in April, 1919. The question of fur- 

ther revision is under the consideration of Government. 

c 

Retrenchment Committee for cutting down expenditure 
in public service. 

•XXIX. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Will the ITon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether Government contemplate appointing a Retrenchment Committee 
for rutting down, expenditure in public services? 

(b) Will the lion ’hie the Member he pleased to state whether he 
is in a position to announce the personnel of the committee? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) and (b) The member is referred 
to Government, resolution No. 9113 F. of the 13th June, published on 
paggs 939 to 972 of the supplement of the Calcutta Gazette of the I4th 
June, 1922. 



QUESTIONS. 


29 


1922.] 


*XXIX-A. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the 

Member be pleased to eay whether this Committee has power to co-opt 
other members? 


The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR : No. 


Cotton crop* 

•XXX. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state what has so far been done by the department to make the cotton 
crop an item of district work in the province? 

• 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The Department of Agriculture is engaged in a Starvey 
of the Bengal cottons aud has not yet reached a stage when it can 
recommend definite varieties for growing in the plains of Bengal. 
From the last two years’ results of the cotton experiments on the Dacca 
Central and other Experimental Farms, however, acclimatised Dharwar 
American has given the best outturn of the long staple varieties tried. 
The exj)eriment will be repeated this year. In the meantime, about 
200 maunds of Dharwar American cotton seed have been procured and 
supplied in sim^l quantities to growers who are anxious to try it, and 
advice with regard to the bestThethods of cultivation has been issued 
at the same time both verbally and in the shape of leaflets. Experi- 
ments with cold weather cottons were made last season at Dacca and 
jftyinensingh but with poor results, ]»ossibly on account of the prolonged 
drought. They will be repeated this year in the light of this year’s 

experience, and earlier sowing will, if possible, be resorted to. 

* 

A cotton sub-committee for Bengal has also been formed to advise 
Government on eotton-growing policy in the future. 


Difficulty in the realisation of chaukidari taxes and 
union rates. 

•XXXI. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Police be pleased to state — 
(?) in which districts of Bengal has difficulty .been experienced in 
the realisation of chaukidari taxes and union rates; and 
(ii) ^hat were the causes of this difficulty? 

( b) A re the difficulties that occurred in the districts of Midnapore 1 
and Birbhum fh connection with the realisation of chaukidari tax and 
union rates under section 37 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act. 
1919, now overP * 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: (a) (*) Difficulties in 

varying degrees were experienced in practically , every district. 

(it) Various causes have contributed but the main cause in all cases 
has been the effect of the spread of the non-co-operation movement. 

(b) The difficulties have been overcome in these districts. 

Building for the Chief Justice of Bengal. 

•XXXII. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will .the 
Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Public Works Department be 
pleased to state what t he Government are going to do with the land 
and the building on it which was being constructed for the Chief Justice 
of Den gal? * 

(b) What has been the cost of construction of the building? 

(r) Have the contractors of the building been paid their dues? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The partially completed building and the area of 
land set apart as a compound for it have already been sold to the party 
who made the highest offer in response to an advertisement in the public 
press . 

(b) The sum paid to the contractors employed to construct the 
building, in full settlement of all demands, amounts totRs. 1,02,832. 

(c) Yes. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

- * 

Alleged maltreatment of certain persons on the 24th December, 1921. 

1. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY : (a) Will tlje Ilon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political Department he pleaded instate whether 
t is a fact that persons were arrested simply for selling kliadar , crying 
7 ande-mataram or Gandhi Malta ra j -ki-jai or* for asking people to close 
heir shops on the 24th December last? 

(b) If so, bow many such persons were arrested up to date both in 
Calcutta and in the muf nasal, respectively, since the inauguration of the 
mid policy? 

(r) Ts it a fact that in numerous cases persons were maltreated after 
heir arrest for political offences? 

( d ) Has the Ilon’ble the Member taken any steps to ascertain whether 
mch maltreatment has taken place? If so, with what redUlts? 

(e) What punishment has been inflicted on the offender who is 
eportecl to have assaulted Principal H%ramba Chandra Maitra and also 
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on those sergeants and civil guards who are alleged to have assaulted 
innocent persons as for instance — 

(t) the assault in Cornwallis street near the Sadlniron Brahma Sainaj 
on a gentleman who is a nephew’ of Professor Rumananda 
Chatarji, Editor of the Prabashi , and who was a member of the 
Bengal Ambulance Corps in Mesopotamia, 

(ii) the assault by sergeant No. 129 on a gentleman for simply crying 
Bande-mataram as reported by Mr. K. Roy, a Professor of 
Bangabasi College, to the officer-in-charge of Garatola thaua 
* of Calcutta, and a 

(Hi) the assault committed on two volunteers by a civil guard and 
two Europeans as reported to Sir Frank Carter by 
Mr. U. N.Bose? 

The Hon’ble itr. H. L. STEPHEN80N: («) No. 

(b) The question does not arise. v 

(c) No. , 

(d) Any cases in Vliich a complaint was lodged in the regular way 

have been investigated. In no case have allegations of maltreatment 
been substantiated. • 

(e) The view taken by Government on the incident connected with 
Principal Heramba Chandra Maiiro has been explained to the Council 
on previous occasions. "With regard to the other incidents mentioned, 
(?) and (ii) are not on record, while the third seems to be a case reported 
unofficially to Sir Frank Carter in winch he interviewed and warned the 
member of the Civil Guard concerned. 

1-A. Bobu AMULYA DHONE ADDY : May I be favoured with a 
nite answer to my question (e) ? 1 want to know’ whether any 

punishment has been inflicted on the offender, and if so, what punish- 
ment? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr, H, L. STEPHENSON: 1 think the answer given is 
quite definite. The view’ taken by Government oti this incident had 
already been explained to the Council, and in view of that view’, no 
further answer is necessary. 

Babu AMULYA DHONB ADDY: As regards (e) (?/?), the answer 
states that the member of the Civil Guard was interviewed and warned, 
may I ask whether this is adequate punishment for the offence com- 
mitted? 

This question was disallowed by the Deputy-President. 

Extension of service granted to Babu Ramesh Chandra Sen, formerly 
the Deputy Collector of Income-tax. 

2. Nawabzfta It. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance bo pleased to state — 
(?) the number of extensions gmnted to Babu Ramesh C^mpdrspSen, 
Deputy Collector of Income-tax, Calcutta; 
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(ii) the date on which his present extension expires; and 

(iii) what exceptional public grounds existed for gtranting him 

extensions? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
in contemplation to appoint any Muhammadan officer in his place? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) (i) Babu Ramesh Chandra Sen 

has been granted a second extension of service for one year with effect 
from the 17th July, 1922. 

(ii) 16th July, 1922. 

(Hi) Babu Buffi esh Chandra Sen has specialized in income-tax work 
and his services are specially valuable in connection with the reorgani- 
sation of the income-tax department. The Commissioner of Income- 
tax, Bengal, requested Government to grant him an extension in order 
that he might fill one of the newly-created posts of Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Income-tax. 

(b) The ]H)st of Income-tax Deputy Collector formerly held by 
Babu Ramesh Chandra Sen has been abolished. Appointments of Assist- 
ant Commissioner of Income-tax are made by the Commissioner of 
Income-tax subject to the previous approval of the Governor in Council. 
Consequently the question does not arise. 

Expenditure for the reception of His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales. 

3. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : Will the Dou ble 

the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(/) the total amount of expenditure incurred by this Government 
for the reception of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales; 

(ii) the total amount of funds subscribed by the people of Bengal; 

• „ (iii) from what head of the Budget grants this expenditure was 
met; and 

(iv) from what source it is proposed to make up the deficiency, if 
any? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (i) Rs. 3,13,869-3-8. 

(ii) Rs. 2,91,595-7-5. 

(iii) Provision of Rs. 3,61,000 made for the purpose under “ 47. — 

Miscellaneous.” * 

(iv) Does not arise. 

Calcutta University and Madhab BabuV&ajar. 

4. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Mthistc in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
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the amount realised by the Calcutta University from Madhab Babu’s 
haxar since it was handed over to them P 

& 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how long the 
bazar will be continued in its present form? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when the 
conditions on which the bazar was acquired for the University are likely 
to be fulfilled P 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon*t>le Mr. P. C. Mitter): The University have replied as follows: — 

Kb. 

(a) Grosn Receipt* from 16th August, 1921, to 28th February, 

1922 ... ... ... ... ... 13,002. 

Expendituft ... ... ... ... 6,842. 

Net Receipts ... ... ... ... 6,160. 


( b ) Many of the gquatters have vacated the market in pursuance of 
notices directing them to vacate the market before the 28th February, 
1922. vSteps are being taken for early demolition of the squatters’ sheds. 

( c ) The market was acquired by Government cm behalf of the Univer- 

sity for extension of University buildings. Plans for the proposed 
buildings have been submitted to Government for sanction. As soon 
as sanction is received, the construction of the buildings will be taken in 
hand. • 


Number of Deputy Superintendents in Press. ^ 

5. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Will tbo Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance* be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the Bengal Secretariat Press used to bo managed formerly 
by one Su^jerintendent and one Deputy Superintendent ; 

(u) that the ^Private Secretary’s Press is now a separate establish- 
ment; and 

(Hi) that the Darjeeling* Branch Press has ceased to be a tour office 
press ? 

( b ) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of reducing 
the number of Deputy Superintendents retaining one for the head 
office and the other for the branch at Sealdah ? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR, (a) (i) Up to 1913, the Bengal Secre- 
tariat Press was under the supervision of one Superintendent and one 
Deputy Superin tendteat. 

(u) Yes. It has been a separate establishment since 1908. 

(Hi) Yes. It was confirmed as* permanent establishment in 4908, 
and for some years Uefore this had ceased to be merely a tour office^ 
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(h) In view of the' great increase in recent yea're of the work of the 
Secretariat Dress, and the need for careful su^iiwisiofl ^ the intricate 
and modern machinery that has been installed, Q^vernment consider 
that no reduction in the number of Deputy Superintendents is practicable. 

Capital grants to schools for building pft . 

6. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Will tjie Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing separately^ for the last three year#,* for 
Indian and European Schools — - 

(?) the number of applications received for capital grants for build- 
ing purposes; 

(ii) the number of applications granted; and 

(til) what sums were granted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. 0. MITTER: A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred In in tie reply to unstarred question No. 6 . 


INDIAN SCHOOLS. | EUROI'KAN SCHOOLS. 



1018-10 

I910-?0. 

1 #20-11. 

1918-19. 

1 0 19 '90. 

j 

1920-21. 

(i) Nuiut^ft of*, applications 
received for capital 
grants for t building 
grnuts. -* 

227 

408 

319 

20 

20 * 

j 

1 1 

(ii) Numb# of applications 
granted. 

79 

215 

118 

19 

14 i 

1 

12 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. | 

Rs. 

(iii) Sums wliiclt were 
granted. 

1,42,515 

1,83,639 

1 ,86,626 j 

i 

1.46,662 

r 

40,143 ! 58,182 

1 ’ 


Preventive measures for Cholera. 

7. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In view of the con- 
cluding remarks in paragraph 28 (section Vi) of Dr. Bectely’s Ref>ort on 
Sanitation in Bengal for the year 1918, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
ascertain what measures, to secure the early notification of oases of 
cholera, *and.the disinfection or other safeguarding of polluted water- 
supplies, tyive been; adopted by the district bnard,||ji a4 least those dis- 
tricts which suffer fh^nost from - a high death-rat# ohfi^ra ? 
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The Hon’ble Sir|uRENDRA NATH BANERitfA : A statement is 
laid on the Libjpy tabl#. 

Persons dealt with "under Criminal Procedure Code for political work. 

8. Rai H ARC NOR A NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 

" table a statement showing month by month — 

{0 the number of persons dealt with under section 100, Criminal 
* ^ Procedure Code, for offences in connection with political work 

* or activities durii^ the year ending 31st December, 1921; 

00 the number of persons engaged in political work who were 
ordered to execute bonds under section 107, Criminal Proce- 
dure Code, for keeping the peace during the last year; 

(tu) the number of persons who, in connection with their political 
activity. \y»re ordered to execute bonds under section 108, 
Criminal Procedure Code, for good behaviour during the 
last year; and 

(iv) the number of political workers who, having refused to give 
security under each of the above sections, were committed 
to prison during the last year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: The information lA the 
form desired is nflt available. Up to 19th December, 1921, there were 
(a) 122 cases under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, in connection 
with the Khilafat agitation and the non-co-opeAtion movement* In 62 
of 4hese ceases involving 271 persons orders for the execution m^bondp 
were passed; and (It) in the same jHsriod there weie 19 oases instituted 
under section 108, Criminal Procedure Code. In 13 o& these cases 
involving 18 persons orders were passed for the execution of bonds fof 
good behaviour. ^ £9**’ 

8A. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI s Will the TToji’blo the 
Member be pleaded to slate in liow many of these 02 and 13 eases referred 
to in the answer to question 8, were the j>ersons committed to Jail for 
refusing to exeeulfe these bonds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: 1 want due notice of that 
question. / 

Pqgsons dealt with ttpder the Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

9. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI 8 Will the Hon’ble tli« 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing district by district— 

(i) the number of persons arrested in pursuance of the notifications 
under the jjjpmiftal Law Amendment Act tfufing t^e n ninths 
St and December., 1921, and January' 1922; and * 

% ► * J 1 ' jn 
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(ii) the number of them released unconditionally after having been 
sentenced to various terms of imprisonment^ but before the 
Expiration of those terms ? 


The Hon’ltfe Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: A statement is laid on the 
table. '** 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 9 . 


District 


Number of perioos ar- 
rested dunn* Not- 
ember and December, 

Numb r of person* oon?lct>d under the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act who were unconditionally 



1922, under the Cri- 
minal Law Amend- 
ment Act. 

released before expiration of the term of thoir 
imprisonment. ti 

Bakarganj 


104 

- 

Birhhuiu 

... 

10 


Bogru 


110 


Calcutta 


5,509 

In Calcutta 1,195 persona and all 

Chittagong 

#i< 

610 

juveniles under 16 years of ago in 
tli© Alipore and Presidency Jails 

Dacca 

... 

448 

wore unconditionally released. 

Dinajpur 

* 


2 


Faridpur 


646 


Ilovvraii 

... 

266 


JoBHora ^ 


3 


* * 

Midnaporo *?.. 


5 


Myinonsingh 


309 


Nadia 


30 


' Noakhali 

... 

60 


Pabna 


80 


Rajshabi 

... 

10 


Rangpur 


335 


Tippcra 


52 


24-Parganae ... 

... 

202 



NOTK.—(l)<Wo anooiiltiooil release was made in any of the dlatricta. 
„ (*) There were no arreeto in other district*. 
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10. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble t Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government Ik 1 pleased to make a statement showing — 

(/) the number of deaths in the last outbreak of cholera ; and 

( ii) the number of patients actually treated, 
in the several tlianas in Tangail and Jamalpur? 

(M Has any rej>ort been made to the Government as to the cause of 
this unusual virulence of cholera in the above areas? 

(c) If so, what*ire the causes? 

The Hon’ble 8ir sDrEHDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) A state- 
meiit is laid on the table. 

( n) One hundred and fif t \ cases treated at disj>ensnries ; 5,000 

cases treated in their homes b\ the Bengal Public Health Depai tment 
staff wmking in association with the Bengal Social Service League. 

In: or.ia'i 'ii b; Dianas is not available. 

• 

(ft) and <r) Repoits on thU epidemic have been submitted to Govern- 
ment. The question of the alleged unusual virulence of this epidemic 
was # not specially alluded to, but may be explained as follows: — 

Cholera occurs every year in various parts of the Mymensingh dis- 
trict and is spread in the usual manner owing to the unhygienic practice 
of defiling the sources of water-supply bv, for example, soiled clothes 
and excreta. In years of ample inundation and abundant rainfall, cholera 
does not become specially virulent because crops are good, the majority 
of the ]K»ople well-fed. and the water-supply is also abundant. But when 
rainfall is deficient and inundation scanty, crops are poor and the people 
are thus rendered specially liable to epidemics, and the supply of water 
in tanks and streams being less than usual, it follows that it is more liable 
to pollution. 

In the last cholera epidemic investigation shows that cholera spread 
along lines of communication, viz. t roads, railways and navigable 
streams, and there is little question that the improvement th.it has 
taken place in the two former means of communication in recent years 
has assisted ifl the spread of cholera infection. 

Cholera is always spread by human intercourse and travellers are 
often careless in the way in which ^iey pollute sources of water, aitf in 
regard to the quality of the water and food they consume. 9 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (i) of unstarred ques- 
tion No. 10 showing cholera mortality in the Tang ad and Jama* pur 
Subdivisions of the Mymensingh district for the period from Septem- 
ber to December , 1921. 


Thanae (including ootpo«ta.) , 

September. 

October. 

November. 

D cember. 

Tangail Subdivision — 

Tangail 


643 


169 

Basail outpost 

} 10 

840 

Nagnrpur 

... 

94 

354 

72 

Mirzapur 

Gopnlpur 

... 

128 

147 

20 

Madhupur ... 

} * 

484 

773 

157 

Sarisabari 

5 

289 

303 

4 

Kulihati 

14 

247 

338 

70 

Gbatail 

Jamalpur Subdivision — 

Sherpur 

... 

) 

142 

1 

i 

i 

i 

199 

i 

10 

i. 

Sribardi 

1 69 

119 

473 

268 

Nalitabari 

Dewanganj ... 

1 

1 

8 

29 

133 

Jslampur 

Nokia 

Jamalpur 

> 27 

1 

J 

) 

I 204 

630 

131 

Malandaha ... 

[ 200 

603 

1,051 

138 

Madarganj 

20 

280 

<M 

30 

Total 
© % 

354 

3,301 

5,579 

1,202 



1922 .] 


QUESTIONS. 

Out-break of cholera in Mymensingh, 


39 


11. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement regarding the recent out- 
break of cholera in the district of Mymensingh and the steps taken to 
combat it P 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The member is 
referred to the reply to his question relating to the Tangail and Jamalpur 
subdivisions. 


Listed posts open to Bengal Judicial Service. 

12. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’hlo 
the Member in chuigc of the Apj>omtmen< Department be pleased to 
state the number of jw>st.s listed as open to the members of the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial) — 

(t) before 1915, 

(u) from 191b to 1920, and 
(in) after 1920? 

(h) Is it a fact that tin* Ilon’blc Mr. Abdul Majid while lie was the 
Legal Kemembraifeer of Assam was holding one of those jx>stsP 

( r) Is it a fact that b\ the appointment of the Ilon’ble Mi. Abdul 
Majid as an Executive Councillm in Assam IhTie has been a \acunrv 
in t4iose posts from the ‘Ird January, 1921? 

< <J) If tlie answer is in tin* affirmative, will the Hon’ble the Member 
be pleased to state how the said vacancy has been filled up, and who 
has been appointed in the place? 

(f) If the vacancy has not been filled up, will the Hon’ble the 
Member In* pleased to # state the reasons, if any, for keeping it vacant 
for so long a time? 

(/) When is the vacancy exacted to be filled up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: in) Including one post 
for Assam, the number of Judgeships listed as ojkmi to members of the 
Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) was — 

( ? ) before 1 9 1 5 — fi ve ; 

(ii) from 1915 to 1920 — six; and 
(in) after 1920 — six. 

(h) and (c) Yes. 

(d) The vacancy was filled up by the appointment of Mr. Girish 
Chandra Sen, a member of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial). 

(e) and (/) These questions do nof aria©. 
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Pabna-Bogra settlement office. 

13. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state — 

(?) when it is proposed to remove the Pabna-Bogra Settlement head 
office from Palma town to Kerajganj; 

(?/) whether it is contemplated, on the removal of the Pabna- 
Bogra Settlement head office to Serajganj, to leave an 
establishment at Pabna town for the convenience of the 
people of Pabna Sadar subdivision till the record-of-rights 
and settlement of rents under chapter X of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act are completed in all their stages; and 

(???) how far the settlement operations had progressed at the end of 
February, 1922, in— 

(a) the Serajganj subdivision, and' 

(1)) the district of Bogra? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE | (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(/) It is pro]H)sed to remo\e tin* head office of Serajganj m the current 
month. 

(;/) The attestation and disposal of objections from Pabna town 
and its neighbourhood will be carried on as at present by an establish- 
ment stationed in Pabna town. The local public will also be allowed 
to file miscellaneous petitions and petitions for copies at the Piubna 
office. 

As regards case work, cases under sections 105 and 106 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act from the Pabna Sadar subdivision will be disjnised of at 
Pabna town and possibly at other centres in the subdivision in accord- 
ance with rule 422 of the Survey and Settlement Manual, 1917. Arrange- 
ments will also be made to allow the parties to file their plaints in such 
cases at Pabna. 

(tit) By the end of February the following progress had been made 
in the areas named : — 

(a) Serajganj subdivision — 

Kistwar — 102 square miles. 

Khanapuri — 102 square miles. 

Bujharat — 75 square miles. 

Attestation — 36 square miles. 

(b) Bogra district — 

Kistwar — 907 square miles. 

t Khanapuri — 734 square n^’les. 

bujharat — 28 square miles. 
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14. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a\ Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the newlv- 
appointed Director of Public Health Laboratory, Bengal, is also to be 
the Public Analyst for Bengal? 

{b) Is it a fact (hat m addition to this, the Department have apj>ointed 
the Senior Chemical Assistant of the Bengal Public Health Laboratory, 
Calcutta, as Public Analyst for the Dacca Public Health Laboratory and 
have theiebv incurred an additional recurring: annual exj>enditure of 
Rs. 1,200 for payment of dut \ allowance to this official Y 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BAN ERJEA : (a) and (b) It 

has been decided that the Dilector of the Public Health Lalnmitory 
should be the Public Analyst for Bengal excluding (1) the Dacca and 
Chittagong* division^ and the Darjeeling: district. The Senior 
Uhemieal Assistant of the Calcutta Laboratory has been placed in 
charge of the new Dacca Public Health Laboratory. It has been 
decided to appoint him as Public* Analyst for the Dacca and Chitta- 
gong divisions, and in view of this increased responsibility and of the* 
fact that he will be in direct charge of the Dacca Laboratory, Govern- 
ment have decided to give* him a special allowance of Rs. f>0 ]>er men- 
sem. It is proposed that the Medical Officer of Health, Darjeeling 
Municipality, should be Public AnaKst in the Darjeeling district, as 
the Municipality has already established a \j»ry complete and up-to- 
date Laboratory. 


Syllabuses for Primary and Middle Vernacular standards. 

15. Babu HEM CHANDRA N ASKER : („) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister m charge of the Depaitment of Education Is- pleased to state 
whether the syllabuses for the primary and middle vernacular stand- 
ards are undergoing revision? 

(b) If the answer is in tin* affirmative will the Hon 'hie the Minister 
be pleased to state when the levised syllabuses are likely to be pub- 
lished ? 

Tha Hon bio Mr. P, C. MITTER: (a) and (b) A revised curriculum 
of studies for primary schools in Bengal was approved in Government 
order No. 1665-Edn., dated 16th November, 1920. Since the publica- 
tion of this curriculum, Mr. Biss has made certain proposals in his 
Report on the expansion and improvement of Primary Education, for 
co-ordination of the syllabuses for the secondary and primary schools. 
This may require a further modification of the revised syllabus in the 
near future. In the meantime it® is being considered whether* the 
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existing and the revised curricula should not be tried side by side 
for a year or so as an experimental measure. Instructions are being 
issued to InsjHM'tors to the effect that the revised curricula will be 
introduced fioni January, 1923, in all the divisions, but it is possible 
that the existing curricula will be retained in selected districts. 


Income and expenditure of a chaukidari union. 

16. Mr. BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: Will the non’ ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
what was the maximum income of a chaukidari union under the Village 
Chaukidari Act, 1.H70, and what was the maximum amount of expendi- 
ture for office management and realisation of taxes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The income of a cliauki- 
dan union varies according to the number of ehaukidars. The amount 
to be raised by assessment is calculated according to rule 53 of the 
Chaukidari Manual, a copy of which may l>c consulted in the Council 
Library. The maximum amount admissible for cost of collection is 
10 per cent, of the amount collected (rule 51 of t ho Chaukidari Manual';. 


Public Health Department. 

17. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (,,) fyill the Hoi. 'hie 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the supervision fees charged bv the Public Works 
Department and by the Engineering Branch of the Public Health 
Department, for contribution works executed in favour or local bodies? 

(h) Is there any difference in the charges of those two Departments? 
If so, why? 

{r) Will the TIon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the scales of 
the present pay of Engineers and subordinates of Ipth the Departments? 

(d) Is there any difference in the scales? If so, why? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there exists a feeling of 
discontent and dissatisfaction among the c engineers and subordinate 
staffs of the Engineering Branch of the Public Health Department for 
not inaugurating the improvement of pay and prospects of this Depart- 
ment as has been done in the Public Works Department? 

(/) Is it a fact that more than 50 per cent, of the staff of that Branch 
are temporary ? 

(ff) Is it a fact that several persons having obtained technical 
knowledge and experience in this Department have left it for letter 
pay and prospects elsewhere? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Chief Engineer, 
Public Health Department, Bengal, is experiencing difficulties in get- 
ting'goodcnen at the sanctioned pay 1 ? 
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(t) Will the Hon’ble the Minister t>e pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the reorganisation scheme of the Public Health Department 
showing how the same eoinjmres with that of the Public Works 
Department P 

(j) Is any reorganisation scheme prepared for the Public Health 
Department ? 

(/•) If so, will the Hon’ble tin* Minister be pleased to state when 
the scheme is likely to come into operation P 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA : (a) and (b) The 

percentage charges for contribution works levied by the Public Works 
Department which are based on actuals for five years are stated 
below : — 

Establishment ... 211 per cent. 

Tools and Plant ... 11 per cent. 

Audit and Accounts ... 1 per cent. 

24 ]X‘r cent. 

Tliis includes the charges for the preparation of designs and esti- 
mates, as also for carrying out the project and for tools and plant. 
Under the old sanitary projects rules, a charge of b r > ocr cent, on sanc- 
tioned estimates was made for supervision by the Public Works 
Department and 3 # per cent, for preparation of detailed estimates, draw- 
ings, specifications, etc., bv the Sanitary KngiiuMM*. When the rules 
were revised in 1916. it was decided that the Sanifaiv Engineer should 
carry out these projects, and a reduction in the charges was made under 
paragraph 1885V of the Public Works Department Code (old). Under 
rule 26 of the revised rules, which are in foioe now, a pen outage ( barge 
of d per cent, is levied for detailed estimates, specifications and diaw- 
ings, and under rule 28, a ]>eroentage charge ranging between dj per 
cent, and 8 per cent, is made for carrying out the project. Under i ule 
27, no charge is levied for the services of the Thief Engineer, Public 
Health Department, or his assistants for preparation of sketch projects 
or for drawing materials and instruments. It will be seen, therefore, 
that the charges were reduced with a view to encouraging local bodies 
to embark on sanitary projects. A copy of Municipal Department 
Circular No. 5TM., dated the 2drd May, 1911, is laid on the Library 
table. The scale of fees for supervision of works under the Engineer- 
ing Branch, Public Health Department, were fixed with the intention 
that the fees so levied would approximately cover the cost of the super- 
vising establishments required, plus such ftortion of the cost of the 
head office establishments as could properly be charged to the works. 
The question as to whether or not this intention is fully carried out 
will be reconsidered when the department is reorganised and the pro- 
gramme of work to be carried out J)y it in future is more definitely 
settled. # 
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(c) For the scale of pay of the officers of the Public Works Depart- 
rneiit, a reference is invited to the papers noted below : — 

(1) Government of India, Resolution No. 264 E.A., dated 6th May, 

1920; 

(2) Public Works Department, Bengal, Resolution No. 2546, dated 

30th August, J920; 

(3) Public, Works Department, Bengal, Resolution No. 458 E., 

dated 8th February, 1921 ; 

(4) Public Works Department, Bengal, Resolution No. 468 E., 

dated 8th February, 1921 ; and 

(5) Public Works Department, Bengal, Resolution No. 1263 E., 

dated 4th April, 1921 ; 

(copies of which are laid on the Library table) ; aijd for the superior 
service of the Engineering Branch of the Public Health Department 
tin* member is referred to India’s Circular No. 1P.W. of the 29th 
March 1921 (a copy of which is laid on the Library table). Steps are 
being taken to give effect to this resolution. Tlie question of revising 
the pay of the Intermediate and Subordinate Establishment of the 
Engineering Branch of the Public Health Department is still under 
the consideration of Government. 

(d) The answer is in the affirmative. The diffeience is due to the 
fact that the officers of the two Departments have to perform different 
kinds of works. 

(c) The answer is in the affirmative. 5 

The delay in tin* case of superior staff was due to the receipt of the 
Government of India's* orders nearly a year after the receipt of the 
orders relating to the officers of the Public Works Department hind 
in the case of t lie subordinate staff, tin* issue of orders regarding the 
similar staff in the Public Works Department was awaited. 

(/) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(//) It is a fact that some officers have left the department. 

(//) In some cases this is true, but the difficulty has not been so 
much in getting men as keeping them when they have lieen trained and 
become valuable. 

(?) and (./’) A copy of Government of India’s Circular No. 1P.W., 
dated 29th March, 1921, is laid on the Library table. Regarding the 
revision of ]>ay of the intermediate and subordinate services of the 
Engineering Branch of the Public Health Department, the matter is 
still under the consideration of Government but orders are expected to 
issue shortly. 

(k) Partial effect to the scheme relating to the superior staff of the 
Engineering Branch of the Public Health Department has already been 
given, and as soon as the Government of India’s orders to the reference 
made by this Government are received full effect to the scheme will be 
giv^n. Regarding the intermediate and subordinate staff the member 
is referrdfl to the answer to clauses (t) and (;). 
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14 Ad valorem ’’ court-fees in Calcutta High Court, Original Side. 

IS. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department in a jsisition to state 
the amount which might have been realised if ad valorem court-fees 
had been introduced in the Original Side of the High Uourt during 
1920-21 and 1921-22? 

(b) Have the Government taken any steps to introduce ad valorem 
court-fees in the Original Side of the High Court? If so, with what 
result? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ Me Sir ABD-U R-RAH IM ■ {a) No. The member is 
referred to tin* answer given to the question asked by Babu Sure mini 
Nath Mallik on the same subject. 

(b) The matter is one for the Government of India and not for this 
Government. 


Newsp&pers subscribed to by Government. 

19. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
number of copies subscribed to by Government of the following 
newspapers : — 

Statesman, Englishman, Indian Daily News, Bengalee, Indian 
Minor, Amrita ffazar Patrika, Servant, Nayak, and Basumati? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: A statement showing the 
number oi copies of t ho newspapers mentioned which aie subscribed to 
by* the Government direct is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to vnstarred question \o. //*. 


Statesman • . . 

Nnni)if*r of rnpie 
taken 

Id 

Englishman 

... 13 

Indian Daily News 

. . 5 

Bengalee 

Id 

Indian Mirror 

7 

Amrita Bazar Patrika 

id 

Servant 

... (> 

Nayak 


Basumati . . 




District board grants to union committees and union boards of 
Hooghly and Howrah. 

20. Babu FANINDRALAL DE* (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be # pleased to 
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lay on the table a statement showing, union by union, the grants made 
by the district boards of Hooghly and Howrah to the union committees 
constituted under the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, during 
the last year of the existence of such committees, and to the union 
boards which have since replaced them during the first year of their 
existence P 

• ( b ) In the latter case— 

(?) how much represents the grants-in-aid, under section 45 of the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Act, V of 1919; and 
(??') how much under the proviso to section 45 of the same Act? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Two state- 
ments showing the required information are laid o t: the table. 

(b) The grants were made under section 45 of the Act without any 
reference to the proviso to that section. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause {a) of unstarred question 
No. 20 showing the grants made by the distrid hoards of Hooghly 
and Howrah to union committees during the last year of the 
existence (?.<?., 1920-21) as such committees and to anion hoards 
which have since rt placed those committees during the first year of 
their existence (1921-22). 

I.— District Hooghly. 


Naim* of union committees which have 
ti.-on u'piiiood by union bo.mis. 


OrarifB received fiom 
dmtru t Ik» ird» b\ 
union commit teen 
dm ing the lust vc.ir of 
their existence. 


Grant* teceived from 
district hoard shy 
union boards during 
tlit* first \eui of their 
cxistencu 




Kh. 


Rb. 

Panduft 

... 

800 

' 

No grant wan made 

Sripur Baligarh 


200 


to these union 
boards as each 

Rninrhi 


< 

► of them obtained 

Magra 




pound receipts 

Somra 



j 

exceeding 

Rs 158. 

Dhamakhali 


214 


138 

Dliobapara 


... 


118 

Guptipara 


... 


250 

Chanditola 

... 

445 


240 

Janni 


... 


50 

Haripal 


324 


110 

Begampur 

... 

1,107 


375 

Sherkhala 


... 


60 

Bali 

Ml 

200 


140 


NOTB.— The Chairman of the district board reports that of the 14 union committees shown 
m coiivun 1 some were converted into union boards in January 1920 and that these boards 
received no glam from the district hoard for tne three mouths of the year 1920-21, the grants 
paid to them as union committees being continued. 
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Name of union oommitteoa which hare 
been replaced by union boards. 


Grant* reroved from 
district board* bv 
union cmauittee* 
during the >ear of 

their existence 

Gnnt« received from 
district boards by 
union 1mm i da during 
the flntt year of their 
existence. 



Ka. 

Ha. 

Bankra 

... 

50 

100 

Makardah 


1G0 

100 

Be-ri 


188 

100 

Dakliin-Jliuparduli 


540 

1 90 

Kolnra 

... 

188 

100 

Mnlnary 


109 

100 

Narna 

... 

125 

100 

Domjur 


338 

100 

Uttar-Jliapardah ... 


331 

100 

Bally # ... 


188 

loo 

Lillooali 


1 25 

100 

Jagocha 

... 

75 

100 

Suutrugachi 


75 

100 

Sankrail 


100 

100 

Nalpore 


200 

100 

Jlmrehat 


50 

100 

A ntlu 1 


75 

100 

Ik'lduln 


5o 

100 

Dullfy 


5u 

100 

Muuikpiii ... 


50 

100 

Dlmlugori 


50 

10(1 

Bagnuii 


040 

500 

UluBeria 


2,234 

1 052 

Jagodialipur 


50 

100 

Singti 


5(4 

100 

Pan pur (Blianderjiuclia) 

... 

110 

100 

Amta 

... 

388 

027 

Udaimirayanpur 


150 

100 

Borgaelua 


200 

100 

iliiiilal- Anautabati ... 

... 

160 

loo 

Puntipal 


2 i o 

100 

Shokrapati 


220 

100 

Maju 


100 

100 

Jagntlialluvpur 


400 

100 

Bonharishpur 


75 

100 

Polgustia 


75 

100 

Gobindapur 

... 

50 

100 

Dheulpur 


100 

100 

Jage^liwar 


50 

100 

Paticlila 

... 

50 

100 
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21. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing in detail the income from the 
Dankuni Drainage canal (district Hooghly) under the following heads, 
from 1873 to 1921 

(?) Toll tax from the two sections, viz . — 

(1) Pakirbagan to Bonderbil, and 

(2) Bonderbil to Jhankaria; 

(?V) Fisheries ; and 

(ni) Spoil banks? 

(b) Is it a fact that the construction of the canal was carried out 
under the Hooghly and Burdwan Drainage Act, LS71 (Bengal Act V of 
1871), at the cost of the proprietors? 

(c) Is it a fact, as stated in the Bengal District Gazetteer, Hooghly, 
Volume XXIX, page 162, that the total cost with maintenance charge 
capitalised have boon recovered from the proprietors before 1892? 

(d) Was there any provision in the said Drainage Act of 1871 for 
the collection of tolls in the Dhankuni Drainage canal and the appropria- 
tion of the same by the Government? 

(e) What has been the cost of maintenance of the canal for the 
last three years? 

(/) Under what authority was the canal brought under the opera- 
tion of tlm (huials Act,' 1864 (Bengal Act V of 1864)? 

(//) Is it a fact that all income derived from the canal, such . as 
fisheries, etc., belong to the proprietors under section 40 of the Act 
of 1871 and that the Government is holding the same as trustees as 
provided in section 36 thereof? 

(A) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
portion of the amount realised has been paid to the proprietors? 

(?) If so, what is the amount and what are the names of the recipi- 
ents? 

(y) If not, what is the reason for retaining the same? 

(h) Is it a fact that a portion of the Bally khal from the river 
Hooghly to Pakirbagan is navigable? 

(/) Why is no toll levied in that portion of the Bally khal? 

(m) Why has not this ]K>rtion of the Bally khal been brought 
under the Canals Act, 1864 (Bengal Act V of 1864), along with the 
Dankuni Drainage canal? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The figures are as follows from 1907 to 1921: — 

(1) Pakirbagan to Bonderbil — Toll tax, Its. 67,660; Fisheries, 

* - Rs. 17,095; Spoil banks' Rs. 33,280. 
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(2) Bonderbil to Jhunkariu — Toll tax, Its. 1,142; Fisheries, nil; 

Spoil banks, Its. 6,530. 

Prior to 1907, the revenue management of these khals was earried 
out by the Collector of Hooghly and no figures are available in the 
Public Works Department. 

( b) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(c) The statement recorded in the Bengal Distiict Gazetteer, 
Hooghly, Volume XXIX, is authoritative. 

(<7) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) The cost of maintenance of the Dankuni Drainage Woiks for 
the last 3 years was — 

• Its. 

1918 - 19 1,636 

1919- 20 ... 5,393 

1920- 21 ' ... 3,206 

(/) By the declaration published in Bevenue Department notifica- 
tion dated the 17th November, 1891, under t lie provisions of Canals 
Act V of 1864, ndc (\ihutta (iazcttc of the 18th November, 1891, 
Part I, page 975. 

iff) The answer to the first pait of the (juexfmn is in the affirma- 
tive and to tin* »‘cond part in tin* ncgatm* Land was held in trust 
under section 36 of the A<t. hut not receipts finiii fisheiies 

<M No. 

( i) The (piestion does not arise. 

( j) The receipts have been adjusted against maintenance charges 
under section 4<S of Act VI of 1880 which repealed Act V of 1871. 

(/•) Yes, this is so. 

( /) Because this channel has not been declared a navigable channel 
under the provisions of the Canals Act, V of 1864. 

(m) It has not be^n considered e\j»edient to declare the Bally khal 
a navigable channel undei section 2 of the Canals Act, V of 1864. 


Bengali shorthand writers. 

22. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’hle the Member 
in charge of the Political Department he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

( 7 ) the total amount of remuneration given to Mr. I). N. Singhaw 
who invented Bengali shorthand in 1893; 

( 77 ) the total amount of salary drawn by him as Bengali short- 
hand teacher — 

(a) in the police train^ig college; and 
v 7>) in the Government Commercial Institute: 
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{iit) the period for which he acted as a professor of the Govern- 
ment Commercial Institute; 

( iv ) how many students were under him; 

(?;) how many of them were given a stif>end of Rs. 75 per mensem 
and for what period were such stipends given; 

(vi) how many of them became successful Bengali shorthand 

writers; and 

(vii) how many of them were given Government appointments on 

finishing their course? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (?) Mr. D. N. Singhaw 
received an honorarium of Rs. 1,000 in connection with his Manual 
of Bengali Phonography. The total amount of his emoluments in 
various posts from 1 908 — 1920 is Rs. 38,214. 

(??) (a) Rs. 28,875. 

(h) Rs. 6,725. 

(???) 23rd September, 1819, to 22nd September, 1920. 

(iv) Four. 

(?’) Four for two years. 

(vi) Three. 

(vii) Three. 


' Shalanga incident. 

23. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (,,) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of tin* Political Department aware that there is a 
feeling in the count? \ regarding the recent events that took place at 
Shalanga Hat, where some people art* reported to have Iwen killed by 
the armed police and a large number wounded? 

(/)) Has any judicial inquiry been held into' the affair? If not, 
why not ? 

(c) If there was any judicial inquiry, will the Hon’ble the Member 
be pleased to lay a copy of the report on the table? 

(?/) Are the Government contemplating paying any compensation 
to the families of the killed and wounded? 

The HorPble Mr. H. L, STEPHENSON: (a), (h) and (r) The report 
of the magisterial inquiry into this incident together with the views 
of Government was published with resolution No. 4599 I\, dated the 
14th March, 1922, a copy of which is laid on the Library table. 

(d) The District Magistrate has been asked to report if in any case 
thejdeath or injury was caused in ^circumstances which would justify 
compensation. 
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Ex-Chairman of Azimganj Municipality. 

24. Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he pleased to 
state — 

( i ) whether it is a fact that the chairman and vice-chairman of 
the New Board of the Azimganj Municipality in the district 
of Murshidahad were elected on did January, 19:2*2; 

(it) whether it is a fact that mone\ is being still drawn by the 
ex-chairman from the Lalbagh sub-treasury; and 

(???) whether it is a fact that the outgoing vice-chaiiman,, Bnbu 
Hari Das Ghosh, is still exercising the jH>wer of vice- 
chairman ? 

(b) If so, what action are the Go\ eminent taking P 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA : (a) (?) The 

answer is in the afftrirtntive. 

(/?) The Lalbagh sub-treasury have honoured cheques drawn by the 
de facto chairman in charge, but no cheques ba\e been drawn by the 
out-going chairman since the new chairman was gazetted During 
the period when the old chairman held office*, no cheques signed by the 
new chairman were received m the suh-treasui \ . 

(???) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) This does not arise. 


Public Health officers under district boards. 

25. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in eharge of tin* Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to state what expenditure is incurred annualL under the head 
“Public Health” in its different branches, namely: — 

(?) Vaccination, 

(??) Water-supply, 

(???) Sanitation, and 
Or) Epidemic work? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

( i ) the number of candidates who passed the D.H.P. Examination 
of the Calcutta Univeisity up to date; and 
(??) how many of them joined the situation of District Health 
Officer under district boards in Bengal? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister nwaie that the district boards find 
difficulty in securing the services of well-trained and specialised, 
officers P 
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(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of a feeling* that exists that 
there is misunderstanding between these officers and the local authori- 
ties and that they do not receive facilities for doing any work of prac- 
tical value? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Khulna district 
board has given its officer all facilities for work? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that most of the district 
boards in Bengal are unable to discharge their responsibilites in this 
matter owing to financial stress? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desii ability of placing the 
District. Health Officer under the direct control of the departmental 
head ? 

The Hon’ble 8 ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The avail- 
able information regarding local bodies is contained in the statistical 
tables appended to the annual resolutions of (Government reviewing 
the working of the district boards and municipalities and that regard- 
ing Government in the annual re]>orts on sanitation and vaccination. 

(b) (i) From December, 191ft, up to date, -12 candidates have passed 
the D.IMT. Examination of the Calcutta University. 

(//) Eighteen passed 1). P. IT. candidates have received up to date 
appointments as District Health Officers under district boards in 
Bengal. It is expected that the unfilled apj>ointments under the 
remaining district boards will 1 >e filled up from the last batch of nine 
D.P.H. candidates some of whom have already applied. 

(r) Idle answer is in the affirmative. The whole demand for the 
services of qualified health officers could be satisfied only gradually. 
Some of the passed candidates held or took up service in the Bengal 
Public Health Department, Bengal-Nagpur Bailway, Calcutta Corpora- 
tion, Municipalities (first class ) or remained in private practice. Tt 
is expected, however, that the full demand for qualified candidates for 
health officers under district boards will be met from those who will 
appear at the next D.P.H. Examination. 

(d) A few (aises of district boards not encouraging the activities 
of their health officers have come to notice. It is ho]>ed that with 
longer ex]>erience of each other, both sides will combine to improve 
the sanitation of their areas. 

(e) The specially good health, work in the Khulna district done 
by the health officer has been noticed. 

(/) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(g) The question of provincialization of the local health services 
was considered by the Bengal Sanitary Reorganization Committee. It 
-'has been ^decided that the services, of District Health Officers should 
not be provincialised. 
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2*. Babu NALINI HATH ROY: (a) Will the IWble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government l>e pleased 
to state whether he is aware of the decrease of population in the district 
of Jessore P 

(b) Have the Government arrived at any conclusion that it is due 
to malaria? 

(r) What present action do the Government contemplate taking to 
stop this falling off of the population ? 

(d) Will there he any anti-malarial works undertaken in the dis- 
trict in the next year? 

(c) Will there any new works under the Sanitary Drainage Act 
for the reclamation of the bil area ? 

(/) Will there he any help given to the district hoard by the Gov- 
ernment for the free distribution of quinine to the ]>oor villagers? 

(()) Does the Hon’ble the Minister remember that the Jessore dis- 
trict board recommended the reclamation of tin* //// Jionnml in the 
Nurail subdivision at their conference at which the Hon’hle tin* Minis- 
ter was also present ? 

( h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 

reclamation of this bil will begin from next year? If not, why not? 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA : («) The answer 
is in the affirmative. • 

[b) Mortality from malaria is not separately recorded but is 
included in the figure showing deaths from fever. During the i>eriod of 
five years from 1916—20, about 82 per cent, of the total mortality figures 
represented deaths from fever, including malaria. 

(r) The following anti-malarial schemes have Wn taken up, 
viz., Arul Bil and Jabuna schemes. Preliminary surveys with regard 
to the following anti-malarial schemes have also been made, viz. 

(7) Harihnr Mukteswar, (2) Bhairab, (.7) Betna Kodlu, and (4) Jhennlu 
Banir. Grants are also given from provincial revenues for the free 
distribution of quinine. 

(rf) The Arul Bil and .Tabuna schemes will be continued during the 
current year. 

( e ) The district board of Jessore may take up new works under 
the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, which has 
superseded the old Sanitary Drain ape Act. 

(/) Grants are made every year from provincial revenues for the 
free distribution of quinine in limited quantities. Additional provi- 
sion for Rs. 50,000 is made this year in the Supplementary Budget. 

(„) and (h) The member recently wrote to the Minister frr TafTal 
Self-Government regarding this project and an inquiry has been made 
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as to whether the Jessore district board is prepared to proceed with 
this scheme under the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement 
Act. The matter is under the consideration of the district board. 

Circle officers of Tippera Sadar subdivision. 

27. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) With reference to the 
answer given to unstarred question No. 2 for the meeting of the 21st 
November, 1921, and No. 137 for the 20th February, 1922, will the 
Ilon’ble ihe Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state — 

(?’) who were those four circle officers who weie posted in the 
Sadar subdivision ; 

(ii) who amongst them left the subdivision; and 
(Hi) when did they leave? 

(h) Is the Ifon’ble the Minister aware that the south subdivision of 
Tipjxira is disturbed by the non-co-operation movement? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of posting a 
Muhammadan circle officer there? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (,,) (i) (/) M. 

Bakibuddin Ahmed. (2) Arshad Ali. (J) M. Siddique Ahmed. 
(■/) M. Amir Ali. 

(ii) No. 1 died on the 1st February, 1922. 

No. 2 and No. 3 left the subdivision. 

(iii) No. 2 on March, 1914. 

No. 3 on 5th February 1921. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 


Travelling allowances of circle officers. 

28. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Depaitment be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the circle officers get a fixed travelling allowance; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that they have to tour at least for 20 days 

in the month to enable them to draw the allowance; and 
(Hi) whether it is not a fact that they do not get the allowance or 
any portion of it if the total number of days on tour falls 
short of 20 days in the month? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of allow- 
m iiV theqj. a proportionate allowance for the days on tour when they 
fall short of 20 days? 
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TJ» Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) ( i ) Yes. 

( ii ) and (in) The fixed allowance is calculated on the assumption 
that a normal month’s touring will consist of 20 days. It is the duty 
of the District Officer to satisfy himself from a scrutiny of tour diaries 
that touring does not fall short of this ]>eriod without good reason, 
and it is open to the District Officer who is not so satisfied to deduct 
such amount a£ he thinks fit from a circle officer’s travelling allowance* 
hill. Unless this is done, however, a circle officer will he entitled to 
draw the allowance, even though his touring falls short of 20 days. 

(b) In the circumstances explained, this is not necessary. 

Disorders and derailments on Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway. 

29. Rai HARENDRANATH CH AUDHURI : {a) Will the lion hie 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works he 
pleased to state whether the following disorders occurred in the liara- 
set-Basirhat Light Railway iu the course of a few weeks : — 

(/) the engine of the Express train was derailed at the }M>in! gate 
of Pattipuker station on the 23 rd December, 1921 ; 

(??) the engine of the 2-Down was derailed at the point gate of 
Rajarha^-Bishnupur on the 24th January, 1922; 

(in) the engine of the 1-TTp was derailed at the point gate of Patti- 
puker station on the 4th February, 1922; 

(ir) the machinery of the engine of the 3-Up was dislocated while 
running between the (>th and 7th mile and the train was 
detained for half-an-hour on the 18th February, 1922? 

(b) If so, what steps, if any, are the Government contemplating 
taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble the Nftwab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CH AUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (?) Yes; except, that the engine was drawing an 
empty rake of vehicles and not ^n Express train. 

(ii) Yes; the engine was engaged in shunting at the time of the 
derailment. 

(Hi) Yes; except that the derailment occurred oil the Gtli and not 
on the 4th February, 1922. The engine was engaged in shunting at 
the time. 

(tv) Nothing is known of any detention to train No. 3-Up on the 
18th February, 1922. 

(6) Necessary departmental inquiries were held on each occasion, 
and disciplinary action was taken when employes were found to be at 
fault. Government do not propose if take any further action^ in tire - 
matter. 
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29A. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 

para, (h) to answer 29, are the Government in a position to state what 
action has been taken in each of the above cases? 


The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; I must have notice of that question. 


Tax on foreign liquor. 

30. Colonel A. J. PUGH; (a) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state when it was decided to impost 1 an exdisc tax of 2 annas per bottle 
oTi whisky and wines and (\ pies ]>er l>ottle on beer over and above the 
increased custom duties as from the 1st April, 1922. 

(/>) What additional yield does he exjiect to get from the tax? 

(r) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister aware that in introducing the 
Budget in the Indian Legislative Assembly, the Ilon’ble the Finance 
Member stated that, as regards ale and beer, liquors and spirits, although 
the Government of India would have preferred to have waited another 
year befme raising the duties further, they could not afford to neglect 
any possible increase of revenue in the coming year, however small— 
moreover, when they were proposing heavy additional taxation, affect- 
ing many necessaries of life, t hey thought it was all the more impera- 
tive to take from alcohol the mn.rmnun re revue jjossihle? They accord- 
ingly proposed an increase of appioximately 22 per cent, in the duties 
on all alcoholic liquors? 

(V) Are the Government reconsidering the question of the advis- 
ability of imposing this excise tax or duty? 

(e) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what is the 
policy of the Government with regard to the addition of excise duties 
or taxes? 

(/) Will the ITon’ble the Minister l>e pleased to give a list of the 
licenses that have- been recently cancelled and the length of notice 
given to the licensees before cancellation? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) It was decided on the 15th March last that an 
Excise license tax of 2 annas per bottle of whisky and wines and 6 pies 
per bottle of beer would be levied from 1st April, 1922, in place of the 
annual fixed license-tax or auction license-tax. 

(h) It is expected that the additional yield from the new system of 
assessment will amount to about lakhs of rupees. The change in 
the system of assessment was made not so much with a view to obtain 
' more rerenue from such liquors afPto put the license system on a satis- 
factory and equitable basis. 
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(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) The policy of Government, so fur as license fees are concerned, 
is to introduce a fixed fee system in place of the systems pieviously in 
force. 

(/) No excise licenses have been given to the following firms:— 

(1) Graham & Co. 

(2) T. Mackillican & Co. 

(3) G validate Moir & Co., Ltd. 

(4) Jeena & Co. 

(5) Ahmutv & Co. 

(6) B. G. Gorin & Co. 

(7) Begg, Dulilop & Co. 

(8) Holland Bombay Trading Co., Ltd. 

(9) Mol>erlcy &. Co. 

(10) Alexander Tapissier, Ltd. 

(11) Stoll, Earl & Co., Ltd. 

(12) Goodwin Smith & (\>. 

(13) Kcroggie Brothers. 

(14) E. Kemball & Co. 

(lb) Smith Frost er & Co. 

(10) Suzuki & Co. 

(17) Andrew, "Jule & Co. 


Several of these firms had no stock on 1st April last, while others 
which had small stocks have been gi\en |>enni*sion and time to dis- 
posed these. No firm held large stocks. 


Jessore water-works. 

31. Bflbu NALINI NATH ROYJ (a) Will tin* ITon'hle the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Depart ment of Local Self-Government be pleased 
o state whether there was any project for extension of water-works in 
he district of Jessore at an estimated cost of about Bs. 42,000. 

( b) If bo, why no extension work were started? 

(c) Are the Government aware that the present water- works are 
:onsidered defective and inconvenient? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
teps to complete the work? 

The Hovt’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A sketch 
project for extending the catchment area of this water- works was pre- 
pared and forwarded to the Municipality on 18th November, 1910. 

(b) The scheme was adopted at the adjourned meeting of the Com- 
missioners of the Jessore Municipality held on 20th November, 1 Offi) 
nd was sent to the Magistrate with an application for Go^»rnment 
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assistance on 17th February, 1921. It was forwarded by the lafter to 
the Commissioner of the Presidency Division on the 25th May, 1921, 
and received in the office of the Sanitary Board on the 28th February, 
1922. The Commissioner was opposed to the acquisition of certain 
khas mafia!, land for the water-works and pending discussion of this 
question, the scheme was not forwarded. There has moreover been 
( some difficulty as regards the financing of a loan by the Municipal Com- 
missioners for the work. 

(r) There is no serious defect in the works. The Chief Engineer, 
Public Health Department, states that the quantity of water has been 
insufficient chiefly because the catchment area has been neglected; it 
has now become a jungle from which water does not flow easily into the 
tanks. The filtration has been frequently inefficio.it owing to a lack 
of supervision and the recommendations made by the ins]>ecting officers 
of the Public Health Department have not been carried out. 

(d) Government are corresponding with the Commissioners regard- 
ing the recent proposals put forward by the latter. 


Non-entry, in Quarterly Civil List, of timo-soale pay of 
Bengal Judicial Service. 

32. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state the 
reasons, if any, why entries in the Bengal Quarterly Civil List have 
not been made in resppet of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) by show- 
ing the time-scale pay of each individual member of the said service, 
although the members of that service have been drawing their time- 
scale from the last quarter of 1920? 

(h) Is il a fact that in all other services where time-scale of pay 
has been introduced, including those services where it was introduced 
after the introduction in the Bengal Civil Sendee (Judicial), the 
entries showing the time-scale pay have been 'made in the list? 

(r) Is the Ilon’ble the Monitor aware that as a result of not making 
such entries one member of the service is unable to know the pay now 
drawn by any other member of his service, and that it has had the 
effect of not allowing intending candidates for the said service to know 
the rates of pay of the present set of officers? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Pressure of work in the 

Judicial Department and the office of the Accountant-General prevented 
the revision being taken up earlier. The pay of the officers will appear 
in the list to to issued in July. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Probably this is so, but any one desiring to do so could calcu- 
late the pay approximately with ^eferenoe to the years* service of an 
officer afid the published time-scale. 
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Travelling allowances of circle offloers. 

3$. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Loral Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government of 
Bengal have fixed, for the circle officers, 11s. 25 as a special allowance 
and a daily allowance at the rates provided in exception (//) to article 
1063 of the Civil Service Regulations for the officers of the Settle- 
ment Department ? 

(b) Ts it a fact that the resolution No. 4397 A., dated the 9th 
June, 1921, does away with tin* s]>eeial allowance altogether by sub- 
stituting a house allowance of Its. 25 until free quarters aie provided 
by the Government? 

(r) Are the (Government aware that the resolution has the effect 
of stopping the mileage which used to bo drawn by the circle officers? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble the Minister aware that a feeling of discontent 
exists amongst the circle officers owing to the introduction of the new 
rules regarding travelling allowances? 

(o) What were the recommendations of the District Administra- 
tion Committee in their report as to the travelling allowances of the 
circle officers? 

(J) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what effect, 
if any, has been given to those recommendations? 

(g) What is the area generally placed m charge of a circle officer? 

(//) What is the average number of union boards which a circle 
officer has to suj>erviso? • 

(?) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to state* whether an\ 
speical allowances are given to the Sub-Deputy Collectors in the Settle- 
ment and Co-operative Department, besides travelling allowances? 

(j) If so, what is the natuie of such allowances? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (,?), (h), (c), 

(c) and (/) Circle officers formerly received a local allowance of Its. 25 
a month and daily allowance, while on tour, at 50 per cent, in excess 
of the rates ordinarily admissible. The Bengal District Administra- 
tion Committee recommended that circle officers should be given free 
quarters and a local allowance of Rs. 75 per mensem, but no travelling 
allowances for journeys within their circles. This allowance was, 
however, subject to modification in the case of water districts for 
which a local allowance of Rs. 50 and a sufficient boat allowance, vary- 
ing according to the circumstances of. the district, was recommended. 
After a full consideration of the matter, Government ir» their resolu- 
tion No. 4397 A., dated the 9th June, 1921, prescrilied the following 
scale of allowances for circle officers: — 

(1) House allowance of Rs. 25 a month; 

(2) (t) Local allowance of Rs f 75 a month in rivej distfMW ^ 

including -boat allowance, and 
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(u) Local allowance of Rs. 50 a month in other districts. 

The house allowance will be continued only so long as quarters are 
not provided for circle officers. 

(d) Government have received several representations in the matter. 

(g) and (h) To ensure close and efficient supervision the object has 
been to place 30 millions approximately in charge of a circle officer. 

area thus placed under each officers varies from district to district 
according to the size of the unions. 

(f) Yes. 

(j) A duty allowance of Rs. 50 per mensem. 


Crant-in-aid under “ 41. — Civil Works.” 

34. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Ministei 
in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state 
where and how the money (Rs. 11,31,000) under head “ 41. — Civil 
Works ” (transferred) — “ Grant-in-aid, ” has been distributed? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The sum of Rs. 11,31,000 has been provided to meet 
the following demands and will be allotted in due course; 


Detail 8 of Rs. 11,31,000 under 44 kl. —Civil Works— Grants in aid ” 
for 1022-23. 

Its. 


Grants to District Funds representing 1$ per cent, on collections 


from Government estates for road worts ... ... 77,000 

Augmentation grants to Dis'riet Hoards ... ... ... 8,()G,400 

Grant to District Hoard, Uooghly, for construction of road ... 80£ 

Foi rounding ••• ••• ••• -205 


Total ... 8,84,000 


Grant to Khulna Municipality for road works 

Grunt to Uanaghat Municipality ... ... v 

Grant to Calcutta Municipality— 

For road works 
For rent of Hastings 
For improvement in official quarters 
Grant to Murshidabad Municipality 
Grant to Nurainganj Municipality for road works 
Grant to English Bazar Municipality for loss of ferry receipts ... 
Grant to Calcutta Improvement Trust 
Grant to Muhammadan Burial Board 

Grant to Commissioners of Divisions and Magistrates for petty 
locul works of improvement 
For rounding 


737 

500 

2,204 

4,772 

5.000 
3, GOO 
1,500 

650 

1,50,000 

3.000 

76,000 

-963 


... 2,47,000 


... 11,31,000 


Total 

* Grind Total 
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35. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Rou ble 

the Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to 
state whether there is any draft scheme ready for the recruitment of 
officers in the next year (1922-23) for the — 

( i ) Provincial Executive Service; 

(tV) Provincial Police Service; 

(iii) Department of Excise? 

( b) If so, will the ITon’hlc the Member be pleased to la\ the draft 
scheme on the table for the information of the ('ouncil? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of presenting 
such schemes for discussion and consnleratioif by the ('ouncil before 
final adoption P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a), (h) and (c) Government 
have sanctioned a scheme for the reel uitment of oflicers for the Bengal 
Civil Service, the Bengal Police Service and the Department of Excise, 
and the member is referred to the rules published at pages 1054-00 of 
the Calcutta Gazette , Pait I, of the 7th dune, 1922. 

Appointment; of Government pleaders and public prosecutors. 

36. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the llon’ble the 
Memlier in charge of the Judicial Dcpailmcnt %* pleased to state — 

•(/) the procedure generally followed in fulfilling up the posts of 
Government; pleaders and public piosccutors in districts; 

(ii) whether in each cast* tin* vacancy is ad\crtised and whether a 

degree in Law and some ex]>erie!ice in the distiict arc con- 
sidered to he essential (purifications in tin* candidates foi 
such vacancies; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that the post of the Government pleader 
has fallen vacant in Burdwan, and 

(ir) if so, whether any notice of the vacancy was given to the 
local bar inviting candidates for the appointment ? 

(/;) If the notice of the vacancy referred to in (a) Ur) was not given 
to the local bar, are the Government considering the desirability of 
causing the vacancy to be duly advertised before accepting any recom- 
mendation made by the local authorities? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (/) and (//) The member is infer- 
red to rule 147 of the Civil Suit Rules, Chapter IX, which runs as 
follows ; — 

“ Whenever the office of Government pleader is vacant, the Col W- 
tor shall, in consultation with the Sessions Judge, nominate a qualified 
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pleader for the appointment and submit the papers, through the Com- 
missioner, to the Legal Remembrancer, who shall forward them to 
the Local Government with his recommendations.” 

(in) Yes. 

(iv) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) No. 


Residence of Chief Justice. 

37. Colonel A. J. PUGH: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to say w r hether the -Gov- 
ernment of India have expressed an opinion that ap olficial residence 
should be provided for the Chief Justice of Bengal? 

(b) Are the Local Government considering the desirability of recom- 
mending to the Bengal Legislative Council that an official residence 
should be provided for the Chief Justice of Bengal as soon as funds are 
available and that until such time a suitable house should be taken on 
lease by the Government of Bengal for a Chief Justice’s residence? 

(r) Are the Government aware that there is considerable difficulty 
in finding suitable accommodation for the Chief Justice of Bengal in 
Calcutta? 

(<1) Is it correct that No. 7, Middleton Street, .was scheduled for 
acquisition for an official residence for the Chief Justice of Bengal and 
the necessary declaration was published in the Gazette? 

(r) Why was the acquisition of this house abandoned, and at whose 
instance, and for what reason? 

(f) Is it correct that the Government of India recommended to the 
Government of Bengal not to acquire No. 7, Middleton Street, but to 
build a house for the Chief Justice of Bengal on the Porabazar site 
instead ? 

(</) Which of the above two alternatives was estimated to be the 
cheaper? 

(h) What steps are the Government proposing taking in the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR»RAHIM: (a) The Government of India 
accorded administrative sanction to the provision of an official residence 
for the Hon’ble the Chief Justice and to the purchase of No. 7, Middle- 
ton Street, for the purpose. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) Yes. Government are aware that the housing problem in Cal- 
cutta is very acute for some time past and there is difficulty in finding 

^ agitable accommodation for high officials of Government. 

(d) Yes. 
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(e) The proposed acquisition of No. 7, Middleton 'Street, was 
abandoned as Government was advised during the preliminary inquiries 
connected with the acquisition that the award would be seriously con- 
tested and enhanced. This wus represented to the Government of 
India and they left the question of an official residence for the Thief 
Justice of Bengal entirely to this Government. It was then decided 
to build a house for him on the Porabazar site. € 

(/) No; the Government of India sanctioned the purchase of No. 7, 
Middleton Street, and when this proposal was abandoned, tins Govern- 
ment initiated the scheme for building a house at Porabazar site. 
(.<;) The acquisition of No. 7, Middleton Street, was cheaper. 

(Ji) Government do not proj>oso to take any steps in the matter at 
present. 


Calcutta Research Tavfhery. 

38. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Uon’ble the Minister in 
cffiarge of the Department of Agriculture and Industrie's be* pleased to 
state what revenue Government derive by selling tho outturn from 
the Calcutta Research Tannery? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CH AUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur : 9 The revenue realised by selling the outturn from the 
Calcutta Research Tannery is shown below: — 

In 1920-21, Its. 6,283; in 1921-22, Its. 19^700; thus making a total 
of Its. 25,983. 


Superintendents of Industries. 

39. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
the Ministei in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — - 

(i) the qualifications necessary for the appointment to the jsists of 
Superintendent of Industries; and 
(m) the qualifications of the present incumbents? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHUR! 9 
Khan Bahadur: (?) The member is referred to the reply given to 
unstarred question No. 146(«) asked by Maulvi A. II. M. Wazir Ali at 
the meeting of the Council held on the 31st August, 1921. 

(it) The member is referred to the statement showing the rjualifictt- 
tions of these officers furnished in reply to starred question No. 11 IC/) 
and (c) asked by Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur at the meeting of 
the Council held on the 1st Apri^ 1921. The designation “ 

Officer ” has since been changed to “ Superintendent of IndAtries.” 
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40. Mr. W. L* TRAVER8: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state what progress has been made of the projected experimental farm 
at Jalpaiguri, for which an allotment was made for preliminary expendi- 
ture and a site chosen some time ago? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs Administrative approval has been accorded to the con- 
struction ot the buildings, etc., for the proposed agricultural farm at 
Mainaguri in the district of Jalpaiguri at an estimated cost of Rs. 46,000 
It will not be ]x>ssible to start the building work duirng the current 
financial year but it is liojjed to proceed with the work next year if funds 
are available. 


Secret societies. 

41. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Dou ble the 

Meml>er in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
any steps have l>oen taken to obtain from Mr. S. R. Das, m.l.c:., the 
names of the secret societies and of persons forming secret societies, to 
which he is reported to have referred at the last session of the Bengal 
Legislative Council? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether Gov- 
ernment had or has any independent information about the persons or 
secret societies referred to in clause (cc)? 

(c) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the MemW be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the 
names and activities of these persons and of the secret societies? 

(<1) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state, what action 
has been taken with regard to the activities of these persons and 
societies ? * 

(c) If the answer to question (a) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble 
the Member considering the desirability of getting this information? 
If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) to (e) In the public 

interests Government are unable to make any statement regarding secret 
societies oi persons forming secret societies. 

41* A. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA:Is it against the public 

^-wtacest fo^ask Mr. Das for information regarding these secret societies 
and persons forming these secret societies? 
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Th# Hoo'We Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: In the public interest 
Government are not prepared to make any statement regarding these 
^ societies. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEK HARE8 WAR RAY: Did Mr. Das volunteer 

any information ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : 1 cun only repeat that- it 

is against public interest to make any statement jn tin's connect mu. 

Bftbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; Does the Ifon’hle Member realise 
that this attitude (rentes great discontent in tin* country ? 

The question was disallowed by the Deputy-President. 


Assistant Commissioners of Calcutta Police. 

42. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: („) With 

reference to my unstarred question No. 44 of the (’mined session com- 
mencing on the 21st November, 11121, will the Hon’hle the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department, be pleased to state whether it 
is not correct that 25 and not 15 Assistant ( ’ommissioncrs of Police 
(including temjiorary and acting), as shown in the annexed list, have 
been appointed in Calcutta, since tin* creation of these ap|x>intments in 

191G? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that out of these 25 men appointed, 14 vveie (’hi istians, 11 Hindus 
anS that no Muhammadans were api>ointed? 

(c) Is it a fact that a Muhammadan Insjiector, named Slier Muham- 
mad Khan, who was on the top of tin* list of 1st grade Insjiectors and 
was not promoted to the post of Assistant Commissioner, left the 
Calcutta Police after ten years’ service? 

(d) Will the ]Iou%le the Membei he pleased to state the educational 
qualifications of Messrs. Cook and Jackson, Assistant (’ommissioners? 

(e) Have they passed any police training examination? 

(/) Were there any social reasons which led to the appointment 
of these juuior officers over the heads of many graduates and trained 
officers? 

• 

List of Assistant Commissioners of Police , Calcutta , since the creation of 
these posts in 1916 up to 8th May , 1922, referred to in clause (a) of 
the question. 

Name of officer*. 

1. E. Jenninga 

2. W. Mulcaliy ... ... * 

3. Kai Sahib Baidya Nath Mukherjce 


He marks. 


... ^ DeceftHod# 
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4 . 

6 . 

6 . 

7 . 

8 . 

‘ 0 . 

10 . 

11 . 

12. 

n. 

14 . 

15 . 

16 . 

17 . 

18 . 

19 . 

20 . 
21 . 
22 . 
2 .' 1 . 

24 . 

25 . 


N*m« of olloer* 


Rai Bahadur Kuuja Bihari Mukherjee (Christian) 
Thomas Boyles 

Rai Sahib Hari Har Mukherjee 
Rai Bahadur Purno Chander Lahiri 
W. Cook 

J. Mulcahy ... 

Rai Saliih Panna Call Brahmaeliarya. 

Bahu Upemlra Nath Bose 
Bahu Nalini NaLh Sen. 

A Farrow 
J. Woolly. 

J. Shevellin. 

Bahu Bh upemlra Nath Banerjeo. 

D Fisher. 

R. N. Robertson. 

Bahu Mahendra Nath Mukherjee. 

L. .Jackaon 

K. A. Hartley ... 

Bahu Suk lunar Bauerjee 
Bahu Mahendra Nath Sinlia 

J. Or ellle Id 

Bahu Blmbannth Choudhrv 
Christians 


| Promoted to Deputy 
J Commissioner. 
Acting Deputy Com- 


Fu dough (reverted). 


| Ofticiatifi 
| Reverted 


Muliaminadans 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The list is correct, 
including 1 temporary and acting appointments. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. He was attached to the Calcutta Police on deputation 
from the North-West Frontier Province Police in order to control 
Kabulis, etc., in Calcutta. He was not literate in English. 

(d) First class Army certificates. 

(e) No. 

(/) Mr. Cook was specially appointed to the Calcutta Police as 
Inspector of the Mounted Police in 1914 as there were no officers then 
competent to undertake the work. He was promoted to be Superinten- 
dent (now Assistant Commissioner) the same year, on the death of 
Mr. Eastwood from injuries received at Budge-Budge. The Assistant 
Commissioner, Headquarters Force, is in charge of all Sergeants. 
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Mr. Jackson, in addition to kis Army service, has 23 years* service 
in the Calcutta Police. He was specially selected to officiate as Assist- 
ant Commissioner, Port Police, as he had an intimate knowledge of the 
river and docks and the duties of the post. 

Sericultural Superintendents of Bengal. 

43. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries bo 
pleased to state what are the special qualifications of the Sericultural 
Superintendent of Bengal ? 

(b) Where did* he obtain his training on sericulture ? 

(c) Was he in Government service before he was appointed as the 
Sericultural Superintendent? If so, in what jKist? 

(d) W r as the post of the Sericultural Su]>erintendent advertised 
before the appointment was made? If not, why not? 

(c) If the post was advertised, will the TTon’blc the Minister be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the names of the appli- 
cants with their qualifications? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: \a) f (b) and (r) There are two Su]H*rintendents of 
Sericulture — Babu Surendra Nath Bose and Maulvi Khaik Abdulla. 
The former is permanent, and the latter is on jirohation. Babu Suren - 
dra#Nath Bose has no academical degree but be is a practical sericul- 
turist of over 1G years’ experience. Tie was formerly Su]H*rintendent of 
the Piasbari Central Nursery and was the senior officer among the 
Nursery Superintendents when he was promoted to the post of Superin- 
tendent of Sericulture. 

Maulvi Shaikh Abi^iHa is a graduate in science and is a Sub-Deputy 
Collector. He secured scholarships in the I. Sc. and B. Sc. Examina- 
tions. He had no previous training in sericulture, but was brought up 
in sericultural surroundings ifs his grandfather and father owned silk 
filatures which now belong to him. 

(d) The post was not advertised a-s a suitable candidate was avail- 
able. 

( e ) This question does not arise. 


Police Rate Committee’s report. 

44. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department Jje pleased to state when the repocL 
of the Police Rate Committee is expected to be published? # 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: The report is being printed 

and will be published shortly. 


European Electoral Roll. 

45. Colonel A. J. PUGH : (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
ot the Appointment Department aware that Mr. R. L. B. Gall of No. 2 , 
Minto Park, Calcutta, paid both owner’s and occupier’s rates and taxes 
in respect of premises No. 2, Minto Park, for the year 1919-20 in his own 
name and that receipts have been granted in bis own name and he is and 
was at the time the recorded owner in the Municipal Records? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member also a ware that Mr. R. L. B. Gall 
paid income-tax and sup»r-tax for the year 1918-19 and that the receipts 
were granted as follows: — “ Received from Messrs. Landale & Clarke, 
Ltd., account R. L. B. Gall ”? 

(r) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware that Mr. Gall’s name was 
omitted from last Europ»un Election Roll? 

(<l) Is it correct that a very large number of Europeans who paid 
income-tax and municipal rates and taxes were omitted from the roll? 

(c) W1 io were the officers responsible for the preparation of the 
European Electoral Roll ? 

(/) What positions do these officers hold nbw? 

(//) Are the Government contemplating taking steps to have another 
European Electoral Roll for the Presidency and Burdwan Division 
prepared in such a manner as to include the names of all Europeans who 
have pvid income-tax and municipal rates and taxes of the required 
amount ? 

(M Ffave the Government of Bengal made any representation to the 
Government of India on the subject of instructing the Commissioner of 
Income-tax to keep complete and up to date records of all income-tax 
payees for the purpose of future Electoral Rolls? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (rQ and (b) Copies of the 
receipts referred to have been furnished for the information of Govern- 
ment. 

(r) Yes. 

(</) Complaints to this effect have been received by Government. 

(ft) and ( f ) The member is referred to the answer to question No. 12 
asked by him at the meeting of Council held on the 28th February, 1921. 

(g) This roll will be revised in the ordinary course next year and 
JL is not proposed to have an intermediate revision. 

' (h) iffc ' 
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Aooidents to cattle in the southern section of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

46. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Publie Works 
(Railways) been drawn to the frequent accidents to cattle in the southern 
section of the Eastern Bengal Railway between Sonarpur and Canning 
Stations ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the absence of wire- 
fencing on both the sides of the said portion of the said Railway ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what 
steps have been taken for the prevention of the accidents to the said 
domestic animals of the locality? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No steps have been taken, but. the subject of the question will 
now be brought to the attention of the Government lnsj>e< tor of Rail- 
ways. 


Police Retrenchment Committee. 

47. Mr. 8. mXhBOOB ALEY: (a) Will the ITon’ble (he Member 
in charge of the Police Department bo pleased to state whether the 
Committee apix>inted to consider the question* of reduction of the 
exixAdituie on the Police in Bengal has submitted its report? 

(b) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of 
taking steps to have the report expedited ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) No. 

( h) No. The question is a very important one and Government 
have no desire unduly to hurry the Committee in its deliberations. 


Acquisition of land for the Grand Trunk canal scheme. 

48. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether he is aware that hardships aftd loss are being caused to the 
owners of land at Patipukur and other places in the 24-Parganas district, 
for the acquisition of whose land, for the Grand Trunk canal scheme, 
a declaration was published on or about the 2nd August, 1920, but in 
respect of which no acquisition notice has been issued and actual acquisi- 
tion has been kept in abeyance ? 

( b ) Do the Government propose proceeding with the acq^isitioxf?* 
If so, when? 
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(c) If there is likelihood of there being delay, have the Government 
considered the desirability of releasing the property frpm the declara- 
tion to enable owners to make use of their land ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Government is not aware that any hardships or loss 
is being caused to the owners of land. No such complaints have also 
been made to the Chief Engineer in charge of the project. 

(b) and (r) The question of proceeding with land acquisition or of 
withdrawing therefrom dej)ends on the decision whether the project 
should be given effect to or not. The matter is expected to be settled 

within this year as soon as the revised project is completed. 

o 

Separation of the Judicial and Executive functions. 

49. Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether the Committee, appointed by the Government of Bengal with 
the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Greaves as President, to consider the question 
of the separation of the Judicial and Executive functions, has submitted 
their report? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of publish- 
ing the report at an early date with a view to ascertaining the views 
of the public thereon ? 

(cf Are the Government also considering the desirability of defer- 
ring action on the recommendations of Committee until an opportunity 
is afforded to the public to express their views on the report? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) The examination of the scheme outlined in the report will take 
some time, and the report, will be published together with the con- 
sidered views of Government after this has bechi completed. 

(c) Until the examination of the scheme by Government has been 
completed, it is impossible to say whether it will be necessary or desir- 
alde to invite the opinion of the public. 

Completion of the work of the proposed Bajitpur subdivision. 

50* Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) With reference to the memorial, dated 
the 9th February, 1922, to His Excellency Lord Ronaldshay, the late 
Governor of Bengal, by several leading inhabitants of the Chowki of 
Bajitpur, in the district of Myraensingh, praying that the Government 
be pleased to take steps for the completion of the work of the proposed 
JBajitpur subdivision, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the 
Politic**! Department be pleased 1o state whether any action is being 
taken on the memorial ? 



1922 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


71 


(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the said Ohowki of Bajit- 
pur is in a backward state of development? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member in a position to state what would 
be the estimate of recurring* and non-recurring expenditure for con- 
verting Bajitpur into a subdivision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The memorialists were? 
informed that their prayer could not l>e granted as work in connection 
with the partition of the district of Mymensingh had been closed down. 

(b) This is a matter of opinion. 

(r) The cost of land and buildings for the proposed Bajitpur sub- 
division was estimated in 1918 to be Ks. (5,03,021. Figures of estimated 
recurring expenditure for Bajitfpur separately are not on record. 

8ilUng up of the Brahmaputra in Mymensingh. 

51. Mr. S. M. BOSE: (a) With reference to the answer to mv 
unstarred question No. 127, of the 29th August, 1921 « on tin* silting up 
of the Brahmaputra, in Mymensingh, will the Uon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 'date whether he 
is now in a position to direct an inquiry to l>c made as to the means of 
improving the rive**? 

(It) If not, when does the TTon’ble the Member exjiect. to be in a 
position to do so? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHI RAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) and (h) Tin* question of the silting up of the Brahma- 
putra, in Mymensingh, is under consideration of this Government. 

Annual sale, of fishing rights in certain canals. 

52. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the lion bio 

the Member in charge of the Depaitment of Iirigation he pleased to state 
why and since when the annual sale of fishing rights in the Circular, 
Kristopur, Bhangur and New-Cut canals has been stopp'd? 

(b) Is it a fact that this has resulted in loss of revenue? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) Yes. Leasing of fishery rights in the Circular, 
Kristopur, Bhangar and New-Cut canals has been stopped since 
1917-18. This was done under the expert advice of the Director of 
Fisheries with a view to accelerate the growth of fish in the canals. 

( b ) Some loss of revenue has resulted from the stoppage of leasing 
this fishery right. But the permanent benefits are consider^ much 
more substantial. 
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Increased staff and expenditure for the creation of a new circle of the 
Irrigation Department. 

53. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation he pleased to 
state why a new and additional post of Superintending Engineer, on a 
"salary of Its. 1,750 — 100 — 2,150, and a new circle, named as the Southern 
Circle, have been created? 

(It) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state since when 
this has been done? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what recon- 
stitution of divisions and subdivisions is necessitated by such a step? 

(d) Will tie Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased to state what other 
new and additional appointments in the subordinate staff such a recon- 
stitution Ipts resulted in? 

(c) What consequential increase in recurring expenditure has been 
the outcome of the creation of the said new circle and when and how 
was it provided for in the Budget? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs (a) No new and additional ]>ost of Su}>erintending 
Engineer, on a salary of Us. 1,750 — 100 — 2,150, nor a new circle named 
as the Southern Circle has been created. The old (’(Mitral Circle has 
only been re-named a£ the Southern Circle. 

(h) The (’(Mitral Circle was re-named as the Southern Circle 1 with 
effect from the 1st December, 1021. 

(r) A statement showing the reconstitution of Irrigation Divisions 
and SuhdmsiotiN necessitated by the separation of the two branches of 
the Public Works Depa rtrnent, as compared with those as existed 
previous to it- is laid on the table. 4 

(d) The reconstitution has resulted in the appointment of office 
establishment, of the Khulna divisional and the Haridaspur subdivi- 
sional offices and the creation of the |w>st of the Executive Engineer, 
Khulna Division, which has not resulted in any additional appointment 
as it has been filled up from the existing scale of the Engineer Establish- 
ment. 

(c) As no new Irrigation Circle has been created there is no increase 
of expenditure on account of establishment , but in consequence 
of the formation of the new Khulna Division and the Haridaspur sub- 
division there is an increase of Iks. 803-5-4 per month in recurring 
expenditure, which was provided for in the Irrigation Establishment 
budget c .for 1921-22 and has also '■been provided for in the same budget 
for 1922-23. 
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Comparative Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question 
No. 53 (c), showing the Irrigation Divisions and Sub-divisions before 
and after the separation of the two branches of the Public ITorAs 
Department on 1st December , 1921. 


Divisions. 
Under South- We 
Circle— 

Tossy e - 


Before I at Decent Iter I92U 

St IJ-DlV |sU)Ns. 

1 Corlghnt (transferred to 
D i mod nr Division). 

2 Mtduupnre (transferreil to 
Hondo ami Bi.ildiugb), 

3. Luchmnpur. 

4. Panskura 
6. ('out in. 

6. Ktamngrn. 


After 1st December . 1921. 

Divisions m u-Dimsionm. 

I nder South- W estern l Lnchmapui . 

('irole— 2 Paunkuru 

(.osbve— 3 Coutai. 

4 Ktumogta. 

Under South-Western 1 Oodghat, 


Circle — 

Du in od nr. 


2 Seijbma 
3. Kdilpur. 


Under South* Western 
r.rele- 

Northern Drain >ge and 
Embankment. 

(Name changed to < 
Daniodar Division). 

Under South- Western 
Oirol — 

Circular mid Eastern 

Canals 

Name changed to 
Canals Division ) 


Sot] liana 

Diamond Harbour (trans- 
ferred to P.mal* Division 
Kdilpur 

Moirifth.vt (transferred to 
Canals Division). 

1 Calcutta Canals * 

J. Phangorr ( uum changed 
to Tollv’b Nala). 

3. khulua (transferred to 

J^iulnn Division). 

4. Dn direr. 

6. Waterways (transferred to 
Khulna Division) 


Under Southern Cm h— 
Cinials 


Under ^vuth W**teru 1. B-vliehaek. 
( irde— 2 Antra. 

Mhlnapore Cativl 3 Panskura. 
ltevenuo Division 


Under Central Circle — 
Nadia Rivers 


1. Rerliampor* (transferred to 

Hoads and Buildings). 

2. I^iwer Bftigirathi (name 

changed to .langipur). 

3. Upjier Bhagirathi (name 

changed to Jnngipuy ) 

4. Akrigani, 

6. Bhagirathi observation 
(name changed to Her- 
hamporo). 

6. KnahnHgur (transferred to 
Hoads and Building) 


Under Chief Engineer— 1. Arool Bhll. 
Sanitary Drainage. 3. UlubTia 
(Name changed to 2. Nowi-Sundii. 
Jesaore Drainage 4 . Drainage. 
Division.) 


1. Call'd tin (’unals 
2 Mograh vt 

3. Diamond Harbour. 

4. Tolly’s Nala. 


Under South- W estei li 1. B t holme k. 
Circle — 2. A ut *. 

Midiii|x>rc (filial Revc- 3. I’anskura. 
line Div isioii 

Under .South- W stem 1 Beihrmpore. 

(hide— 

Nudui Htvma. 


2. .langipur. 
3 Akriganj 


Und'T Sou* hern Circle 1. Arool Bhll. 
JehHore Dralunge ftivi- 2. Ululierla. 
■ion. 


U oler SoiiC'i rn Circle — 
1 Khulna. 

(New ) 


3. Nowi-Nunthl 
4 Drainage (sun e changed 
to headquarter* Kilt - 
division I. 

1 Khulna 
2. Haridsapur (new ) 

3 W aterways. 


• Bhangore Subdivision was on the aeparation transferre# to the new Khulna Difidon. It h a nine* 
re-transferred to Canals Divislou and the name changed to Tolly's Nala Subdivision. 
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Location of the Presidency Magistrate’s Courts. 


54. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTTs Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been, or are going to be taken in connection with the resolu- 
tion passed in the Council on the 23rd of November, 1921, regarding 
the location of the Presidency Magistrate’s Courts? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The Traffic Court (Southern 
Di vision) and the Motor Car Case Court has been brought hack to the 
Jlankshall Street Court. Inquiries as to cost of providing a single 
Court for the whole of Calcutta were made, and an estimate prepared. 
The cost will not be less than Its. 19} lakhs. As accommodation is suffi- 
cient for the present, in the present state of its finances, Government 
is not prepared to spend such a large sum out of general revenues of 
the province unless the Council itself would still advise Government to 
embark on the scheme and grant money for the purpose. The re-arrange- 
ments made in the Southern Division Court give accommodation foi 
four Honorary Magistrates’ Courts and provide for the Traffic Court and 
the Motor Car Case Court also. 


Appointment of a permanent Principal for the Government 
Commercial School. 

55. Babu INDU f BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries he 
pleased to state whether any permanent Principal has l>een appointed 
lor the Go i eminent School? D not, why not? 

(b) Will the Hon’ldc the Minister he pleased to state whether the 
Committee of the Commercial Institute Mere consulted m the affair? 

(c) If so, what, were the recommendations *jf the Committee? 

(<() Were the recommendations unanimous? 

(e) Have the recommendations beep given effect to? If not, why 
not ? 

(/) Will the Tlon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what are the 
prescribed functions of that Committee? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (b) A Principal has not vet been appointed. 
After receipt of the sanction of the Secretary of State to the recruitment 
of a Principal locally, the post had to be advertised and application 
considered by the Board of the Commercial Institute. Their recom- 
mendations have been received and are now under the consideration of 
Government. 
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(c), and (v) Government are not prepared to make any state- 
ment regarding the recommendations of the Board until a final decision 
has been arrived at. 

(/) The prescribed functions of the Board are — 

(i) to examine and pass the accounts of the Institute; 

(ti) to control the expenditure of all sums of money allotted for the 
maintenance of the Institute subject, to any conditions 
imjKised by Government ; 

(Hi) to advise the Director of Public Instruction, with regard to 
changes of staff ; 

(ir) to see that the curriculum is suitable for the intended purpose; 

(r) to consider and examine all projects for the improvement of the 
Institute l>efore their submission to the Director of Public 
Instruction ; and 

(vi) to see that t he interests of passed students looking for employ- 
ment are adequately safeguarded. 


Construction of a Light Railway frpm Rangpur to Pirganj. 

56. Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether the construction of a Eight Railwax from the Rangpur 
Railway Station tfl Pirganj in the distmt of Rangpur is in contempla- 
tion ? 

(h) If so, when is the scheme likely to be tsjcen up and by whom? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CH AUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Promotion of Sub-Deputy Collectors. 

57. Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department Ik* pleased to state 
how many Sub-Deputy Collectors have been promoted to the rank of 
Deputy Collectors during the year 1921 ? 

(It) Has any Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collector been so promoted? 

( c ) If not, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
reasons for this ? 

(d) Is it not correct that the Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectors 
form almost one-third of the cadre of the Subordinate Executive Service? 

( 0 ) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of pro- 
moting the Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectors to the rank of Deputy 
Collectors in proportion to their numlfer? 
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(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
are the Government proposing taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Four. 

(b) No. 

(e) It was considered that the lour officers promoted had better 
claims than any Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectors. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) and (/) No. The promotion of officers who are already in 
Government service is regulated entirely by merit, and it is not con- 
sidered appropriate to introduce the questions of race and religion. 

Technical and Industrial School. 

58. Babu N ALIN I NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state where technical and industrial schools have been established in 
the province and what training is l>eing given by those schools? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: A copy of the list of Technical and Industrial Institu- 
tions in Bengal, corrected up to date, containing the^ information asked 
for, is placed on the library table. 


New dredger. 

59. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether a dredger is coming from the Scottish Firm of Messrs. William 
Sim son & Co. ? 

r 

(b) If so, where will it be used in Bengal? 

(r) Is it the intention of the Government to obtain the sanction of 
the Council to the Grand Trunk canal project before starting work on 
the project? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The answer if in the affirmative. 

(b) It is intended to employ the dredger in the Madaripur bil route 
during the first six months, afterwards in the Grand Trunk canal if 
the scheme is sanctioned by the Council; otherwise in the river improve- 
ment and other schemes now being worked out in the Irrigation 
Department. 

(r) "Ses. 
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Destruction of crops owing to the waterlogging of the Dakatia 
11 khal ” in Serampore. 

60. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that owing to the waterlogging of the 
Dakatia khal in the subdivision of Serani|x>re, district II (Highly, soyie 
fifty villages have been seriously affected, by the destruction of crops? 

(h) Is he also aware of the petition made by the jieople of the 
affected villages on the 20th February, 1922? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking auy 
steps to remove the grievance ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHfRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a), (b) and (<•) A petition on the subject lias been 
received. This is now under inquiry. 

Retrenchment Committee for cutting down expenditure in the 
public servioes. 

61. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the II on* hie 

the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether Governntent contemplates ap]K)intiing ,a Ketrenchmeut Com- 
mittee for cutting down expenditure in the public services? 

(b) If so, is the Ilon’ble the Member in a position to announce the 
jier^onnel of the committee? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) and (b) The memWr is referred 
to Government resolution No. 91D1-F. of the 13th June, published on 
pages 939 to 972 of the supplement o! the Calcutta Gazette of the 14th 
June, 1922. 


Rules for admission to the Technical School at Kanohrapara. 

• 

62. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: Will the lion hie the 
Minister in cdiarge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries lie 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of publishing 
for the information of the public, the igiles of admission to the Technical 
School at Kanchrapara? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The Board of Control for Apprenticeship Training have 
recently drawn up a pamphlet giving full particulars regarding the 
Apprenticeship Admission Examination, which is applicable to all affili- 
ated workshops including Kanchrapara. This pamphlet Has been 
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published in the Calcutta Gazette and is also being circulated to the 
Heads of Schools and others interested. A copy of the pamphlet is 
placed on the library table. 

Establishment for the Grand Trunk canal project. 

^ 63. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether the Government at present entertain any establishment 
for the Grand Trunk canal project? 

( b) If so, what is the establishment? 

(c) What does the pay of the staff cost i>er month? 

(<7) Is there any cost incurred by Government oi the project? 

(c) If so, how much does the same cost amount to per month? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The establishment consist of a Chief Engineer, one Executive 
Engineer, two Assistant Executive Engineers, one Overseer and two 
Sub-overseers and an office establishment. 

(c) Ru]>ees 7,017 j>er month. 

((I)' Other expenditure for contingencies, office rents, travelling 
allowances and small surveys. 

(e) About Rs. 2,000 per month. 

Alleged murder and grievous hurt upon two respectable gentlemen 
of Joynagar. * 

64. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to stato 
whether he is aware of the alleged murder and grievous hurt committed 
upon two respectable gentlemen to Joynagar in f the district of 24-Par- 
ganas in May last? 

(b) When were the alleged offences committed? 

(c) Have the police taken up an impure into the matter? 

(d) If so, when? 

(e) What is the distance of the place of alleged murder from the 
nearest police station ? 

(/) When did the Magistrate of the district come to know of the 
offence and how ? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
ste])s have l>een taken by the Government to bring the offenders to 
justice ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) to (g) Government 

have no information on the subject but are inquiring as to the facts. 



** \j lJUA X V/i.1 O. 


12 


In continuation of the answer to unstarred question No. 167 put by A‘a i 
Sahib Panchanon Burma at the meeting of tha 31st August , 192f the 
following statement is laid on the table . 

Murder of, and injury to, raiyats in Rangpur. 

Inquiry has been made and the facts are reported to be as stated. 

In the case of Bam Shekh, a police investigation was held and an otfence under 
section 342, ludian Penal Code, disclosed but the guilty persons were not triued. 

in the other case, three men were sent up for trial for rioting and other 
offences. Two of them were committed to the Court of Sessions and were 
convicted on the 6th January, 11)22, one of rioting and causing grievous hurt and 
the other of rioting. An appeal against the conviction is now ponding before the 
High Court. • 


Resolutions. 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 
Retirement of the First President. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 hog to move 
that this Council recommends to the Government. to place on icconl 
the Council's deep regret at the untimely retirement of its President, 
the Hoii ’hie Nawab Sir Syod Shams-ul-IIuda, k.c.i.k., on aeeount 
of ill-health and that a message Jim convened .to him of the Council's 
sympathy and sense of loss at his retirement.” 

It is a matter of deep regret that the first President of this Council 
has had to retire only after one year of his term of office. But this 
one year has been a very important year. This Council has been found 
fault with by the ultra-loyalists and extremists, and also by the Govern- 
ment and Ministerialists. The fact only shows that it has done its 
work fairly and impartially. During this one year much useful work 
has been done. If the large measures for the welfare of the jieople of 
this country passed by this ^Council have not yet been given effect to, 
the fault does not liy at its door. But they must he given effect to 
to-day or to-morrow. The obstructionists need not chuckle nor the 
extremists point the finger of scorn at the Council for its impotence 
The Council has had to face great difficulties on account of the pditi- 
cal turmoil in the country. All these difficulties have been faced and 
great w r ork has been done, and for this, the credit greatly lies with the 
President. Strong, fair and impartial, Sir Syed Shams-ul-IIuda steered 
straight our frail bark in the new unknown sea of political freedom 
buffeted by storms of violent and non-violent faction with singular 
ability. We ha%e every reason remember with gratitude that on 
the very first day of this Council on the resolution about medical 
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relief, when the mover was assailed on all sides, and the supporters of 
the resolution were dumb with dismay at the uproar, Sir Syed Shams-ul- 
Iluda, though a Government nominee, gauged the opinion of the 
majority aright, and declared amidst the astonishment of all that the 
A yes had it. His verdict was immediately questioned by a demand 
for a division. The division by an overwhelming majority proved 
that the President was right. 1 feel that most of our great men 
would have given way to the clamour. 1 thanked God on that day 
that the Chair was occupied by a good and strong man. Sir Syed Shams- 
ul-Huda has been a good and strong man all his life. I have worked 
with him for 30 years as pleader, municipal commissioner, Fellow of 
the University, and 1 say, without fear of contradiction, that in all 
walks of life he displayed rare ability, fairness and independence. 
He was the power behind t lie throne when he was a member of the 
Executive Council. He resigned the municipal commissionership 
with us, and the San j than i wrote of him as the banner of the race of 
Savvids. The descendants of the Prophet of Arabia have produced 
great and fearless men and humble men also, for will you believe that 
Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda worked for some time as my Assistant Secretary 
in tire Association for the Advancement- of Scientific and Industrial 
Education of Indians? He was for every good work. The Council 
and the country have, by his retirement, lost a great leader who would 
have led it to good. I express the sentiment of everyone of my coun- 
trymen that we earnestly desire that Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda may regain 
his health and strength, and lead aright in the middle path the 
Muhammadans of this province, and establish the unity of Hindus and 
Muhammadans on the sun 1 basis of equality of culture and fellow-feel- 
ing as neighbours who inhabit a great 'and beautiful country greater 
and more beautiful than Arabia and Persia, and all the countries over 
which the Caliphs in their glory ruled, and who have become participa- 
tors of a culture which it must be confessed, is higher than the culture 
of Ujjavani or Bagdad. 

It was the general idea that Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda was an enemy of 
mine who snubl>ed me frequently and unreasonably. His health was 
ruined and his power of hearing was impaired. I should have remem- 
bered and never resented. Was he not the man who, while a member 
of the Executive Council, wrote of this humble person much below him, 
a mere pleader of not much distinction, that he has rendered more 
service to this unfortunate country than any other person? These 
were the words of a man who felt so deeply for his unfortunate coun- 
try, that he was inclined to exaggerate every service for it. Was he 
not again the man who protected every member here against the 
unthinking attacks and impertinences of the great as well as the small? 
Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda has, on a hundred occasions, showed that as a 
true descendant of the Pro]>het, he eras no respecter of persons and was 
above all, just even to his enemies. Unless a man can be just to his 
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opponents and enemies be cannot be fearless. Nor can a man be just 
unless he is fearless. Sir Sved Shams-ul-Huda was just and fearless. 
Such a man is rare in every country. 

Khan Bahadur Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL: 1 beg to accord my 
whole-hearted support to the resolution so ably moved by my hon’ble 
colleague, the Rai Bahadur. Hon’ble Nawab Si i Syed Shams-ul- Hilda, 
as is well-known to us all, was a vakil practising in the High Court. 
By dint of diligence, intelligence and vast knowledge and experience, 
he quickly rose to the highest rung of the ladder of ascend- 
ancy. He always commanded the confidence of the Government and 
was also true to the cause and interest of his own and other communi- 
ties. Thus he h|^s set an example to the Indians in general and to the 
Muhammadans in particular as to how to reconcile the various interests. 

He was first apj>ointed a member of the Executive Council of the 
Bengal Government and was also called to serve in the Imperial Coun- 
cil. His services were recognised by both the Governments and he was 
made a Nawab in 191*1, and in 191(5 was dubbed with the Knight 
Commandership of the Order of the Indian Empire. After the expiry 
of his term, he was appointed as a Justice of the Hon’ble High Court, 
and while he was still in the High Court, he was thought the fittest 
person to adorn the chair of the President of the Reformed Council of 
Bengal. This position before him was occupied by the Governors. 

It is needless # for me to say how strict I \ he observed the prestige of the 
Council for he never spared the Hon’ble Members e\en to bring them to 
order, when necessary. It is unfortunate t h;W the hard labour which 
hath ad to put in, owing to the jierformnnce of responsible duties in various 
capacities, told upon his health for winch he has icsigned the President- 
ship. It is more unfortunate that no Indian has been found com indent, 
to succeed him. Let us all prn\ for his complete and s|>eedv recovery 
from the malady and I am sure my hon’ble colleagues will carry the 
resolution with acclamation. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I have no doubt that the resolution 
now before tbe House will be welcomed by all sections in tin's Council 
and will meet with their enthusiastic acceptance. It is true that the 
Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda was not long associated with 
this Council, but he has been a prominent figure in Indian political 
life for a number of years and during the last ten years be bad been 
filling some of the highest offices Under the Crown with exceptional 
tact and ability. I-ulo not wish to take up the time of tbe Council 
bv recounting the main incidents in his life because they are well- 
known to my colleagues, but I will say this, that his sudden retire- 
ment from public life on the score of ill-health is a great loss to the 
country at large and a serious blow to Moslem interests in particular. 
It was very graceful on tbe part of«Rai Jogendra Thunder Ghose Baha- 
dur to bring forward this resolution "for our acceptance, I may say, 
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for our enthusiastic acceptance. It will be seen that Nawab Sir Syed 
Shams-ul-Huda enjoyed in a very large measure the confidence of all 
sections of the Council. It will also show how deeply we regret his 
untimely and sudden retirement. 

With these few words, I beg to support this resolution. 

Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: I desire to associate myself 
with the resolution which has been so ably moved by mv eloquent 
friend, Rai Jogendra Cliunder Ghose Bahadur. I think that after his 
able and eloquent eulogy, it is unnecessary for me to dwell at length 
on the services of Nawab Sir Syed Khams-ul-IIuda, but 1 think that 
in justice to the resolution and in justice to myself, I should, on behalf 
not only of myself but of those whom I represent here, express our 
deep and sincere regret at his untimely retirement from the high 
office which he had been holding. Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda was 
welcomed as the President of this Council with acclamation not only 
by his co-religionists but by the Hindu members of the Council, not 
only because he was one of tin* foremost members of the Muhamma- 
dan community but also because of his distinguished public services 
and high character. Sir, during the year and a half that he held this 
office, he conducted himself with even-handed justice, impartiality, 
tact and decorum that he spared none, official or non-official, European or 
Indian, in his rulings, and that greatly enhanced the esteem and admira- 
tion in which he was held by all communities. For my part I look back 
with pleasure and pride to my association with him extending! over a 
quarter of a century. I remember that when he was a member of dhe 
Corporation of Calcutta, he retired with the celebrated 28 from the Cor- 
poration when the Mackenzie Act was passed. I recall to mv mind his 
services as a member of the Bengal Legislative Council and subsequently 
as a member of the Executive Council, and I acknowledge with 
gratitude the courtesy, the kindness, and the Consideration with which 
he dealt with all members who came in contact with him. As President 
of this Council, he was uniformly kind, courteous and considerate and 
although he was stern in his rulings, he wus always impartial and even- 
handed in enforcing order and maintaining the dignity of the House 
I hope that he may be spared long and that he wdll regain his health to 
serve his motherland. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Allow me to join the House to express 
mv deep sorrow at the premature retirement of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda. He was chosen bv Government to be the first 
President of the Council as he was one of the first and foremost among the 
Indians of the time. Sir, the news of his retirement has spread far and 
wide and even persons who are not taking much interest in the political 
life of the country are grieved to learn that Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda 
retires from the services of this country so unexpectedly and so soon. 
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As for myself, Sir, I had the signal privilege and the great honour of 
knowing him very intimately for many years and his genial courtesy, 
unfailing kindness, nobility and sturdy independence, were always a great 
source of inspiration to me. 1 have seen lnm iu the High Court also 
amongst friends, both Hindus and Muhammadans, and there 1 always 
found that they vied with each other in showing their love and reaped for 
him and in this connection I venture to vouch foi all what m\ hon’ble 
friend Rai Jogendra Chunder Chose Bahadur has said in his able sjioeoh. 

He was one of those jiersons who stood for the unit\ of the Hindus and 
Muhammadans and 1 knew him to be one of the greatest pnicenmkcrN. 
You remember the troublous days of the partition of Bengal, you remeiit- 
W also the disturbances that took place in the Mymcnsingh district. 
He was one of those Indians who, along with his friends, strove hard 
to see that matters weie settled and ns far as l lenieinher he was made 
a Secretary to the Inquiry Committee of Disturbances at, Jamulpur. 
Now, Sir, he has retired from active life. Let us all hojte and pray 
that lie will get hack his health and lead a happy and |x*uccful life 
with Lady Huda, his brothers, and the othci members of his family 
for many years to come. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: T fully join with Rai Jogendra 
Chunder Chose Bahadur in his cxpicssion of regret at the untimely 
retirement of th£ first President, and m view of latter events, may I 
say, the first Indian President of the Reformed Legislative Council. 
In addition to the general regret expressed by 4 he Rai Bahadur 1 have 
spatial reasons to be sorry Uu au.se lie conies from mv own district of 
Tippera and it was he, who as a very successful member of the Exe- 
cutive Council, showed that a non-official outsider, without previous 
office experience, could make an administrator of great! merit. His 
appointment as President, of this Council was the culm illation of a career 
of distinguished services to the State, and it is always a matter of 
great regret, to us that the state of his health caused him much 
trobule shortly after he occupied the president ial Chair. We were 
always hoping that his health would improve but, unfortunately, our 
hopes have not been realised. His services to the Council are far too well- 
known to require any recapitulation by me. He lias been a strong jiersoii- 
alitv and was keenly anxious to uphold the dignity of this Council; I am 
sure, I voice the sense of this Council, when I say that wc all sincerely 
regret bis continued illness and pray that he may soon be restored to his 
former good health. 

Babll 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I beg most heartily to 
associate myself with this resolution of my friend, Rai Jogendra Chunder 
Ghose Bahadur. Owing to the numerous qualities of head and heart 
which he had, Sir Sved Shama-ul^Iuda not only enjoyed the confi- 
th* rpanprt of Hindus and Muhammadans but also of his 
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country. We are so sorry that on account of ill-health he had to sever 
his connection with us and we earnestly hope and pray that Provi- 
dence will restore his health and will allow him a long rest which 1 he 
deserves. 

The HorPble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ftf 
BjJRDWAN: On behalf of both halves of Government T feel it incum- 
bent upon me to join in the sentiments which have been expressed with 
regard to the genuine reirret that we all share at the premature retire- 
ment of Nawab Sir Kyed Shams-ul-ITuda from the presidential Chair 
of this Legislative Council. On behalf of the Members of Government 
as well as my hon’ble colleagues, the Ministers, I wish to offer our 
sincere sympathies with the reasons for which the < Nawab Sir Syed 
Shams-ul-Huda has had to send in his resignation and to express the 
hope that he may soon be restored to health. We have always in the past 
received from him unfailing courtesy and consideration and we should 
like to add our share to the just tribute and compliment that has been paid 
to the retiring President. 

The motion was put and carried unanimously. 


Supplementary Estimates. 

The Hon'ble Sir JOHN KERR: I have the honour to introduce 
tihe supplementary estimates of the Government of [Bengal for the 
vear 1922-1923. I shall he very brief in my remarks huti the circum- 
stances of this year are exceptional and it is desirable that I should 
say a few words in explanation of the estimates. In the ordinary 
course, the programme of expenditure of the local Government is 
laid before the Council in full in connection with the Budget in 
February and March, and supplementary estimates are required from 
time to time only in respect of variations in the progress of carry- 
ing out sanctioned schemes or when some new urgent demand arises 
in the course of the year which is not provided for in the Budget. The 
supplementary estimates which I am now introducing are not of this 
character. This little book, as the Council will see, constitutes a 
budget in miniature. The Council will remember that when I 
introduced the Budget last February. T asked members not to take 
it as the complete Budget of Government, lmt merely as a pro- 
gramme of the expenditure which Government, considered Trecessbry 
if the administration was to he carried on the hare lines hitherto 
accepted as essential. It will he remembered that at the time 
when the Budget was introduced, taxation Bills were pending before 
this Council, and it will be remembered also that) the Budget showed 
a deficit of over a erore of rupees between income and expenditur^ We 
could not include the receipts frfon the taxation Bills in the Budget 
last March because the Bills had not been passed, but I promised 
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that after the Rills were passed, we would introduce supplementary 
estimates showing how we proposed to dispose of any surplus which 
we might obtain from the Bills. Well, the taxation Bills wer* 
passed and on the best estimate we can frame, we anticipate that our 
total income during the current year will ex<ved our expenditure by 
about Its. 20 lakhs. We hope that in future years on the same 
standards we shall be able to count upon a small surplus annually, 
and we feel therefore that we are entitled to draw from our balances 

to meet the necessities of the various urgent schemes which, as the 

Council knows, are before us awaiting funds. If we draw Its. 40 lakhs 
from the balances, we shall with a surplus of Us. 20 lakhs have a sum 
of Its. 60 lakhs to spend. Out of this we projwwe to keep in reserve 
Rs. 10 lakhs for l8an charges. Our loan profmsuls will be laid tafore 
the Council at a later date, but for the present we may assume that 
we shall have a sum of Rs. 50 lakhs which can be allotted to the 
various departments by a vote of this Council for expenditure on 
departmental purposes. As required by the devolution rules, the 
Government as a whole have considered the allocation of this sum 
of Rs. 50 lakhs to the various Departments and have decided to give 
Rs. 17* lakhs to the Reserved Departments and the balance of 

Rs. ;I2A lakhs to the Tiansiened Departments; and I may say that 

allocation was only made after a very full consideration of urgent 
schemes totalling *p to a very much larger figure than Rs 50 lakhs. 
The estimates that we now present cover a sum of about Rs. 34 lakhs. 


There is al balance of Rs. 16 lakhs which it is # proposed 1<> devote to 
certain schemes which are not yet ready. They will be put up before 
the Council, T hope, in August, but the schemes which we lay before 
the Council to-day will total about Rs. 34 lakhs. Out of this total 
demand, Rs. 22 lakhs is required foi non-recurring exjieiiditure and Rs. 12 
lakhs for recurring expenditure. This distribution is, I ‘think, satis- 
factory because the Council will realise that apart from retrenchment and 
other matters which areMnoming before us in the future— apart from large 
retrenchments— we cannot exj»ect a verv great surplus in future years on 
our present sources of revenue. # It would, therefore, not be wise for us to 
commit ourselves at present to any very large schemes of recurring expen- 
diture, and therefore, as 1 sav, the greater part of the expenditure 
which is now being placed before the Council is of a non-recurring 
character. I do not propose to go into the details of the various 
schemes at the present moment. The? will all be found in the little 
book, and Members and Ministers will of course be prepared to 
explain their demands when the detailed discussions begin next 
Friday. All that T desire to do to-dav is to explain the circumstances 
in which these estimates are being placed before the Council. 


Matllvi A K. FAZL-UL HAQs^efore we prrreed further, may 
I be permitted to ask the Hon'ble the Finance Member to enlighten 
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me on one point? In the book circulated to us, there is a note by 
Mr. Spry which speaks ot drawing upon the balances of Its. 40 lakhs 
this year. That is also the expression used by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member. I understood that there were no balances to be drawn upon 
because we started with a deficit budget and money was provided by 
new taxation Bills ; that money has not yet been collected. I for one 
eannot understand the meaning of the expression “ drawing upon the 
balances.’ * 

The HorPble Sir JOHN KERR: On the 1st of April our balances 
amounted to Rs. 62 lakhs, that is to say, at the end of the financial year 
we had to our credit with the Government of India a sum of Rs. 62 lakhs. 
From that sum we propose to draw Rs. 40 lakhs for expenditure during 
the current year. Our expenditure covered by the main budget 
amounted to Rs. 10,25 lakhs. With our new revenue from the recent 
taxation, we anticipate that our income this year will amount to 
Rs. 10,45 lakhs, that is to say there will be a surplus of Rs. 20 lakhs 
this year on the main budget between income and expenditure 
Besides that, we have Rs. 62 lakhs to our credit from which we pro- 
pose to draw Rs. 40 lakhs, making a total sum of Rs. 60 lakhs avail- 
able for expenditure at the present time. 

Government Bills. 

* 

The Bengal Court-fees (Amendment No. II) Bill, 1922. 

The Hon'ble Sir JOHN KERR I 1 move for leave to introduce a 
Bill further to amend the Court-fees Act, 1870, with reference t# the 
scale of court-fees in Bengal. This, Sir, is a short and formal matter 
but I must apologise for having to trouble the Council with it. As 
the Council know and more es|>eciallv those members who served with 
us on the Select Committee on the taxation Bills, we were working 
all the time at very great pressure and there are a few small mistakes 
in the Court-fees Bill which have been discovered since, and we desire 
now to take the earliest opportunity to rectify them. This Bill, Sir, 
consists of only four clauses. The first clause is simply the title clause. 
The second clause deals with two or three verbal amendments which 
I need not trouble the Council by explaining. I he third clause jis 
more important but that only desires to rectify an ambiguity which, I 
think, I can explain very shortly. The Council will remember that 
in the matter of Probate duties and Succession certificates we introduced 
a sliding scale in the Bill which was passed last March. We exempted 
all estates less than Rs. 2,000, between Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 10,000 we pro- 
posed to charge 2 per cent., between Rs. 10,000 and Rs. 50,000, 3 per 
cent., from Rs. 50,000 to a lakh 4 per cent, and over a lakh, 5 per cent. 
We intended that these duties should be cumulative, that i$ to say, 
all Estates of Rs. 20,000 should pay 2 per cent, on the first Rs. 10,000 and 
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3 per cent, on the second Rs. 10,000. That was the intention of the 
Council as it was my own intention. But we have been warned that 
according 1 to the wording of the Bill, as passed, the Courts may hold 
that the duties are not cumulative, that is to say, that on an Estate of the 
value of Rs. 20,000, no duty is to l>e payable on the first Rs. 10,000 
and only 3 per cent, on the second Its. 10.000. The injustice of this 
is obvious. It is particularly obvious in regard to a document of 
Rs. 15,000. Under our proposals the parties would pay Its. 200 
on the first Rs. 10,000 plus Us. 150 on the Rs. 5,000 or Rs. 350 in all, 
But if the alternative interpretation is to be accepted then the parties 
will only pay Rs. 150 on the Its. 5,000 and nothing on the first lts. 10,000 
at all. In other words, the fee on an Estate of Rs. 15,000 would be less 
than the fee on au Estate of Its. 10,000. It is quite clear that that 
was not the intention of the Council and we have been advised to 
change the wording of the Bill accordingly. Clause 4 declares that 
the amendment contained in the present Bill shall l>e deemed to 
have* l>een made from the date of the passing of the Court- 
fees Amendment Act, 1022. That is a:i accepted practice in a 

measure of this kind and it is still further justified in this case because 
we have ascertained that in the High Court, at an\ rate up to this time 
Court-fees haVe been paid m the manner which we intended and the 
alternative interpretation which 1 have mentioned has not yet been 
raised b\ anv Court so that no injury will be done to anybody if we give 
the present Bill retrospective effect from the first of April. But now 
that it has been my painful duty to make public these doubts and diffi- 
culties. it is obvious that the sooner they are nenoved, the letter. T 
hope* therefore, that tin* Council will accept these motions regarding the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

The TTon’ble Sir John Kerr then moved that the Bill be taken into 
consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir John Kerr «i hen moved that the Bengal Court-foes 
(Amendment No. II) Bill, 1922, l>e passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921. 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERilEA: I move " that 
the Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of Mr. H. P. Duval, Mr. S. W. Goode, Mr. J. N. Gupta, 
Babu Debi Prosnd Khaitan. Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, Mr. D. 

J. Cohen, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, Babu Fanindralal De, Mr. D. C. 
Ghose, Mr. S. M. Bose, Mr. Razaur Stahman Khan, Mr. Sved Nasim 
Ali, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, Dr. A. Suhrawardy, Mr. W. Rae, 
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Mr. H. A. Stark, Mr. G. Morgan, Babu Ainulya Dhone Addy, Mr. 
Tarit Bliusan ltoy and the mover, with instructions to submit their 
report as soon as possible.” 

On the 22ml November last, the House granted me permission to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act. A week later 
cm the 29th November, the House directed, without a single dissentient 
vote, that the Bill be circulated with a view to elicit public opinion there- 
on. The mandate of the House has been duly carried out. Seven months 
have elapsed during which time the Bill has been before the public 
bodies concerned, 1 now ask the House to authorize the Government 
to proceed a stage further in the progress of the Bill. I beg to move 
that a Select Committee consisting of the members already mentioned be 
appointed to consider and report upon this Bill as soon as possible. I 
think a word of explanation will perhaps be necessary with regard to 
the phrase “ as soon as possible.” Sir, my idea is that this Bill should 
be placed on tin* Statute Book by the end of January oi February next 
and that the Select Committee should meet, if possible, early in August 
if not before that time. 

The most obvious criticism that will be offeied to the formation of 
the Select Committee such as the one I propose will be that it is too 
large and perhaps somewhat cumbrous for the transaction of business. 
I confess, Sir, that from the numerical point of view it cannot be 
regarded as an ideal committee. An English friend of mine, now alas 
dead, with whom 1 was associated in public life, gave me his views as 
to what an ideal committee should he. It should consist of onlv three 
persons— one alwa\s absent, the second usually sick in bed, the third 
doing the work. 1 am afraid we aie not always able in practical life 
to follow great and excellent ideals. We have to subordinate them to 
the real and the practical. In any case, there are committees and com- 
mittees. there are committees which not only deliberate but are also 
charged with executive* work. The Select Committee, which 1 piopose, 
will only deliberate, and in such a case its representative character is 
important, and this can only be secured by providing an adequate number. 
The interests involved are so \ast, so varied, and one might say so com- 
plicated, that 1 have felt it mv duty to have a fairly large committee, 
and 1 am not without hopes that it may result in a full and free dis- 
cussion m the Select Committee which may help to shorten our debates 
here. IP 

T mnv mention in this convention licit in 1S9S, the Select Coin- 
mil tee appointed to consider the Calcutta' Municipal Hill which is 
now the law consisted of ft nut of a total of 20 members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council, or nearly 50 per cent, of the total strength of the 
Council. My committee consists of 20 members out of a total of 139 
or onlv about 15 per cent. 

A motion for the reference oj, a Bill to a Select Committee affords 
the opportunity for the discussion of its principles. That is the practice 
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of the House of Commons. It is also provided by our Rules which 
indeed enable us to discuss the principles of a Bill when the motion is 
made for its circulation (Rule 5*2). As a matter of fact when I moved 
that the Bill be circulated for t lie purpose of eliciting opinion, there 
was a full discussion of its principles and of the details so far as they 
affect those principles. It was a full-dress debate which lasted from 
29th November till the 1st December. It seems to me, therefore* 
unnecessary to go over the old ground again. The caidinal fact which 
we have to bear in mind — the underlying principle which may be said 
to sha]>c and mould its provisions is that the Bill seeks to place the 
municipal system of Calcutta on a line with the newly inaugurated 
Reforms. Our system of self-government — imperial, provincial as well 
as local — must forth an oiganie whole, a consistent and homogeneous 
entity; and it must be strengthened at the base* by the liberalization 
of our local institutions. In any event, the municipal system of Cal- 
cutta must l»e worthy of our great city. Calcutta is the Queen of 
Eastern cities, combining the amenities of Eastern and Western life 
and civilization. She is indeed no longer an Imperial city, though we 
are not without hopes that the honour may yet be restored to her. In 
any case none can tear away from her brows the laurelled crown which 
she wears and which is hers, by a right diviner than what earthly j>owers 
can bestow. Our |M»nple must feel that they an* the citizens of a in# 
mean city, and tha^ they can hold their own among the fret* communi 
ties of the Empire. T he Bill provides for the democratization of the 
municipal system of Calcutta, the transfer of supreme authority over 
our civic affairs to tin* repiesentat ives of tin* rate-payers, subject to 
the necessary safeguards and coupled with the fullest justice to all inter- 
ests. This is the fundamental principle of the Bill; and all its provi- 
sions ]K>int to this one end. Accordingly we have provided that nine- 
tenths of the members should be elected, three-fourths bythe general 
electorate. In pursuance of the policy of equal justice to all interests, 
which I claim to be one of the cardinal features of the Bill, Muham- 
madan representation has been guaranteed bv a number of seats being 
reserved for the Muhammadan community. European interests have 
been secured by the provision of special electorates, supplementing tht; 
general electorate, and the parammintcv of the Corporation assured 
by the abolition of co-ordinate authorities. The Corporation, supreme 
in all affairs, wi# elect its own sj**aker and also its chief executive 
officer, the selection of the latter being subject to confirmation by Gov- 
ernment. 

Coming events cast their shadows ahead. How popular the provi- 
sion in the Bill to which I have referred is will appear from the general 
outburst of enthusiasm which the apjmintment by Government of 
Mr. Suren dra Nath Mallik as officiating Chairman of the Corporation has 
evoked among all sections of the community, Euroj>ean and Indian. It 
is not indeed the honour done to the man, worthy as he is in every 
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way, but it is the recognition of the principle, of a landmark in the evolu- 
tion of national progress, whic h the appointment definitely emphasizes 
that has been the subject of universal acclaim. To me, Sir, it is exceed- 
ingly gratifying to find that this very advanced provision in the Bill has 
by anticipation received the assent of public opinion. It is an augury of 
gck)d which has been confirmed by the attitude of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce. The Chamber is the most powerful commercial organi- 
ation in the country with a great past and great traditions which have 
left their enduring mark on the history of the province. 1 rejoice to 
find that the Chamber have accorded a general support to the provisions 
of the Bill, and 1 take it that it indicates the geneial attitude of the non- 
official Kuroj>ean community in regard to this imjM>rtant measure. 

<, 

There are some other principles involved in the constitional provisions 
of the Bill to which reference may be made. The franchise has been 
lowered ; plural voting has l>een curtailed. Here there is a further 
advance in democratic principles. 

The Bill provides for the creation of a specified number of aldermen 
to be co-opted by the Corporation. This is in accordance with English 
practice and is dictated by the dearest considerations of exj>ediency, as 
enabling men of ri]K* experience and judgment, but unwilling to face 
the risks and inconveniences of popular elections, to enter the Corpora- 
tion. 

1 recognise that there is a strong feeling among some members of 
the Corporation for an expansion of the boundaries of Calcutta. We 
have included in the Bill a small area in Tolly gunge to lie incorporated 
in the municipal limits of Calcutta. It is for the Council to decide 
whether there is to be a further extension of the territorial limits of 
municipal Calcutta. The Government does not feel justified to proceed 
further in this connection without a greater unanimity of public opinion. 

Then there is the question of women’s franchise, for which no pro- 
vision is made in the Bill. The Government did not feel itself justified 
in moving in the rnattei in view of the strong differences of opinion on 
the subject, as was evidenced by a recent debate in this House. But 
it will he open to any member of the Select Committee or of the House, 
to press this view, and it will he for the House to pronounce its decision. 

One word more before I take leave of this part of the subject. I 
have nothing to add to what I have already said regarding communal 
representation for the Muhammadan community. The Government has 
stated its views. The matter is left in the hands of the Council and the 
Government will he guided by its decision. I have not the slightest 
doubt in my mind that the Select Committee will give this important 
question the careful consideration which it deserves. 

I now pass on to the considered ion of the administrative provisions 
of the Bill. Here the modifications proposed may be grouped under 



1922 .] 


CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 


91 


two heads — (1) amendments in drafting, and (2) changes in the sub- 
stantive law. Both have been dictated by the experience of the last 
20 years. We have learnt much and we have unlearnt something too. 

The outstanding feature of this }>art of the Bill is that the adminis- 
trative sections derive their inspiration and justification from the con- 
stitutional clauses. Large powers are vested in the Corporation. What 
is the justification? What is the safeguard against the abuse of thane 
powers? The justification lies in our growing wants and our expanding 
sanitary ideals. The safeguard is the supremacy of the popular con- 
trol. If you cannot trust \our representatives, whom would you trust? 
If they go wrong, you can punish them, you can withdraw vour confi- 
dence from them and you can dismiss them. The Bill thus provides a 
self-acting check fifton the abuse of the extensive powers proposed to Ik* 
vested in the Corporation. That indeed has been the method of democracy 
all the world over — a combination of large powers with almost automatic 
checks against abuse. Look at the great western Republic. It is an 
incarnation of democratic principles, the President being elected by a 
sort of plebicist, but be wields authority greater than what is vested 
in European sovereigns. The checks of democracy are found to be 
sufficient for all purjK>ses. Look at the large jxiwers which the Local 
Government Board exercises over the local bodies in England. We 
have nothing like them here. Municipal commissioners are even liable 
to be fined. TTe^ again there has been no abuse. The system lias 
worked well. The safeguard of ultimate popular control has been found 
adequate for all purposes. I for one. Sir, with the feelings, call them 
prejudice if you like, which the rough and tumble of nearly half a cen- 
tury of public life has created in me, would look with considerable mis- 
trust upon the enlarged powers which it is proposed under the Bill to 
confer on the Corporation, did I not feel that there was sufficient pro- 
tection afforded by the democratization of that body. 

The new powers which it is proposed to assume all relate more or 
less to public health and the improvement of the sanitary conditions 
that prevail in the city. We must reduce our death-rate by improving 
the health-conditions and we must add to the comfort and convenience 
of our rate-payers. The sections relating to the sanitation of bust is 
have been the battle-ground of many legal contests in which money and 
time have been wasted. We propose to remedy this state of things by 
making more clear and explicit the meaning of the original sections. 
Here I may invite the attention of thfc Council to an important change 
which makes a definite advance in busti sanitation. Section *350 of the 
Bill provides that when a street alignment has Wen laid down in a busti , 
after the expiry of seven years, the Corporation may direct the owners 
of the land or the owners and occupiers of the existing huts to remove 
such huts as fall within such street alignment. The result will be that 
in congested busti s. which are the plague-spots of the city, there will 
grow up at one stroke a carefully planned net-work of roads. 
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Further experience has shown that our building regulations, 
although supeiior to those of Bombay, need to be strengthened not only 
to meet our growing requirements but also to withstand the sharp 
scrutiny to which they are subjected in the law courts. It is within the 
compass of two sections (364 and 366) that the present Act seeks to 
govern the development of land for building sites. They have been 
found to be wholly inadequate, and a Town Planning Bill is now under 
consideration. But that is for the future. In the meantime, there aj;e 
isolated insanitary buildings set up when antediluvian standards of 
sanitation prevailed and which have to be dealt with. We have taken 
the necessary powers under the Bill. Section 3T6 of the Bill provides 
that where a Magistrate has prohibited the use of any building for 
human habitation, and this ordei has been in force* for 3 months, the 
Corporation “ shall proceed to consider the question of its demolition , ” 
no com pe n sat ion being paid in such a case. 

I jet me now pass on to the important question of the food adultera- 
tion. The Bill deals with it in what 1 claim to be a comprehensive 
manner. You will remember that in 1917, an Act was passed to deal 
with the adulteration of (ihee, which will now be repealed. In 1919, 
a mote comprehensive Act was passed dealing with the question of food 
adulteration, but it did not apply to Calcutta. It is a matter of common 
knowledge* that the business of profiteering has lieen developed into a 
fine art and that the general community suffer in /onsequenee. The 
Bill seeks to deal with this evil so far as some of the prime necessaries 
of life are concerned. , 

Milk is an important aiticle of food in Calcutta and especially among 
a i>cople the bulk of whom abstain from animal food. In this connec- 
tion, I should like to mention that the Act makes special provision to 
ensure the purity of the milk-supply. As you are aware, a very pro- 
gressive policy in this direction has been adopted in recent years in all 
great cities in the United Kingdom, and I believe that a former 
liord Provost of Glasgowr egarded the entire municipalisation of the 
city milk-supply as the ideal to be aimed at. In this Bill we do not go so 
far, but we do propose to give the Corporation powers, in their discre- 
tion, to establish dairies and grazing grounds either within or without 
Calcutta and to establish municipal depots for the sale of milk and other 
dairy produce. But the milk-supply of Calcutta for the most part 
comes from outside our municipal limits, and these sources must be 
controlled. We have sought to attain this end without encroaching on 
the functions of neighbouring municipalities by providing that all Cal- 
cutta dairy men are to be licensed and Calcutta dairies are to be regis- 
tered. If we find any dairy man importing dangerous or infected 
milk, the Corporation may cancel his license and thus indirectly con- 
trol his source of supply. And precision is made for the inspection by 
the Health Officers of the sources of milk-supply. 
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Lastly, the Bill provides for sanction to municipal trading under 
certain conditions. It is a new departure, but I hope it will he fol- 
lowed by local bodies in the mufassal when it has been justified by 
experience. It will indirectly serve as an antidote to profiteering and 
also to the practice followed in certain quarters to suspend business as 
a sort of protest, thereby causing serious public inconvenience and dis- 
locating the daily life of Calcutta. • 

Mr, 8, MAHBOOB ALEY: Since the introduction of the Bill in this 
House in November, I have had fuller opportunities of gauging the 
views of my community, and I find that the most enlightened of them 
do not favour the creation of a separate electorate for the Muham- 
madans. I am m^, therefore, ashamed to confess that I have become 
wiser with the lapse of time and 1 now fully appreciate the cogency of 
the reasons urged h\ the Hon’ble the Minister against the creation of 
a separate electorate for my community, though I had voted for it on 
the last occasion. At the same time, 1 am bound to inform you that 
there is a consensus of opinion in m\ communitx that the number of 
seats allotted to them is not commensurate with their numerical 
strength and their importance; and 1 venture to submit that the 
Muhammadans are entitled to at least 2f> seats in the Cor]M>rution. The 
Hon’ble the Minister in justification of the proposed number has com- 
pared it with the j»a st lepresentation of the Muhammadans in tin* Cor- 
jKiration which it is now admitted on all hands was absolutely inade- 
quate. But. Sir, two wrongs do not make a right and if in the past mv 
eommunitv has suffered m this matter that i* no reason why the 
admitted injustice in the past should furnish a guide in fixing tin* 
number of seats for the Muhammadans in the present Bill. However, 
we must hear in mind that though theoretically there is no bar to 
mv eommunitv to rapture one or more seats from the general elector- 
ate, vet, in practice, that has been an impossibility; and it would be 
futile to exj>eot that they would be able to secure one single seat from 
the general electorate. I would therefore ap)x»al to the Hon’ble the 
Minister and to this House to allot 2h seats to the Muhammadans, parti- 
cularly in view of the advanee*made bv the members of our eommunitv 
during the course of 20 years and the important position they occupy in 
the trade and commerce and the civic life of this city. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi ABDU8 8ALAM : It was my misfortune in 
December last to take part in the discussion relating to this Bill. I 
feel that what I said on the last occasion was almost all that I had to 
sav. I had something unpleasant to say under the stress of a sense 
of duty which I owed to myself and to my constituents. It is no pleasure 
to me to cross swords with the veteran and Hon’ble Knight Sir Sureridrn 
Nath Banerjea who has won his spurs in different roles and on different 
fields. But I cannot help it as I ow<#a duty to inyself and to the com- 
munity to which I belong. The acceptance of the present motion to 
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refer the Bill to the Select Committee would mean that we accept the 
principle of the Bill which we, Muhammadan members, by a large 
majority, do not. 

As regards Muhammadan representation on the Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation, I hold, as I said on the last occasion, that the only prin- 
ciple on which there can be proper Moslem representation on such local 
self-governing bodies is by separate representation, as was conceded in 
the case of the Legislative Councils after a long and bitter controversy. 
It is no pleasure to me to go back to those controversies and rip open 
old sores, but as 1 owe a duty to myself and to my constituents, I demur 
to the proposition that has been put forward bv the Hon’ble Minister to 
refer the Bill to the Select Committee, in order to have it placed on 
record that I do not accept the principle of Muhai/imadan representa- 
tion through mixed electorate that he lays down, by reserving seats for 
Muhammadans. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : I cannot hear w T hat you are saying 
and I think other members cannot hear you also. Will you please speak 
up? (The member here came nearer to the President’s chair.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi ABDU8 8ALAM : The Hon’ble the Minister 
has given 13 seats to Muhammadans and he thinks that by giving 13 
seats he has given them a great deal. The Muhammadans are an unfor- 
tunate people and so he has rightly stamped their ifiisfortune by allot- 
ing to them the unlucky figure 13. This indicates his mental attitude 
towards Moslems. * 

[Here followed more interruption by Rai Radlia Charan Pal 
Bahadur.] 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi ABDUS 8ALAM : 1 am entitled to be heard 
in silence, i^ not with reverence, as has Ikmma the ruling of the Deputy- 
President in other cases. 1 want to enter into a personal explanation 
in regard to the observation which the Hon’ble the Minister made last 
time challenging mv version of what had happened at a conference. 
He got more excited than myself in spite of his much older age and 
that was with reference to something which had happened in a confer- 
ence. He has got the papers of the conference before him and I have 
also got the pa]K»rs Indore me, and I deliberately say what I said on that 
occasion that I was the only Muhammadan present at the conference 
when the question of Moslem representation was voted upon and that 
that statement is absolutely, literally and categorically true, Sir Sureu- 
dra Nath Banerjea notwithstanding. That is all I have to say. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I would like to inquire whether 
the members of the Select Committee have got each one of them muni- 
cipal experience — municipal expeftence in general or experience of the 
Calcutta Corporation in particular. If there are some who have got no 
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municipal experience, may 1 inquire the reason of their inclusion in 
this committee ? This 1 ask not in a spirit of criticism but in a spirit of 
inquiry. 

I find, to my misfortune, that medical men have been studiously 
excluded from the Select Committee, although it is a known fact that 
all municipal questions bristle with public health, and it is a fact that 
this Council contains one member, a medical man, and a member of the 
Calcutta Corporation for upwards of 15 years, and this gentleman has 
been excluded. I will not say anything more at this stage, but 1 would 
like to know the particular reason of the Hon’ hie Minister why it is 
that medical men have been excluded. Is it for their over-activity or 
for their absolute inefficiency? 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: 1 think it is my duty to speak 
when the constitution of the Select Committee is being debuted 
\Y ith regard to the Muhammadan electorate, the lion’ hie Minister assured 
us during the last session that (io\ eminent would consider the opinion 
of the Muhammadans w hen the time came, and now when the com- 
mittee is going to be constituted, as my friend Dr. Moitra bus said, the 
doctors have been excluded from the committee, I beg to submit that 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdus Salam lias l>een excluded from the com- 
mittee. Instead of that Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan, a young man, has 
been included in the committee. I beg to submit that the Hon’ble 
Minister should nf)t make this committee a happy family among them- 
selves. Tt ought to be a representative committee where all shades of 
opinion are to be pluced, so that any matter which is of importance to 
the whole community, to the Muhammadans as well as to the Hindus, 
would be threshed out. That is the only way in which 1 think Govern- 
ment ought to consider the matter. It is a matter of life and death 
to the Muhammadans. They want to enter into the Calcutta Corjxira- 
fion. but t hoy are going to be excluded in a way. Thirteen seats have 
been reserved for the Muhammadans. But what would the Muham- 
madans get? They will be elected bv a mixed electorate and persons 
like Maulvi Muhhooh Alev and Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan who wish 
to curry favours with communities other than Muhammadan will be 
selected. I think representative Muhammadans who would fearlessly 
set forth the views of t he Muhammadans ought to be selected whether 
in the Council or anywhere else when the question of Muhammadan 
representation is taken into consideration. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Is Mr. S. Mahboob Alcy on 
the committee? 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: I wish he were 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I put a question some time ago 
to the Hon’ble Minister about the lebate that took place in the Cal- 
cutta Corporation with regard to the election of Muhammadans and 
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papers were laid on the table, and from those papers it was quite clear 
that the majority of the votes was in favour of a separate electorate for 
the Muhammadans; but Mr. Syed Erf an Ali, who happened to come 
after the voting was over, was asked privately to give his opinion and 
he was in favour of a mixed electorate. But a veteran like the Hon’ble 
Minister recorded in the answer to my question that the majority was 
iu. favour of a mixed electorate. 1 beg to submit that the Hon’ble 
Minister knew it perfectly well that the opinion that was expressed by 
Mr. Syed Erf an Ali, after the voting was over, was of no account 
whatever, and, therefore, the majority of the Europeans and Indians 
who were present at the time when the debate took place were in favour 
of a separate elect oi ate for the Muhammadans. That is the reason why 
when the Select Committee is going to be constituted* there ought to be 
representative Muhammadans to ventilate their grievances so that there 
may not be an e.r parte judgment in the matter. That is the reason 
why T object to the constitution of the Select Committee as it is. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I congratulate the Hon’ble 
Minister for having been aide to move that the consideration of 
the Calcutta Municipal Bill be referred to a Select Committee at such 
an early date — I say advisedh “ at such an early date ” because I 
know well, and I think the Hon 'hie Minister is also well aware, that 
public opinion on this big and bulky volume has not yet been received 
from all quarters, and I know from my own personal experience that 
not only in the Corporation but in other places, the different public 
bodies are busy considering the provisions of this Bill, and therefore 
it cannot he fairly assumed that public opinion has exhausted itself on 
this question. It will take some time — I believe 1 am correct in 
saving not before the Bujas — for the opinion not only of the Corpora- 
tion but of other public bodies to be forthcoming. 

If we go back to the consideration of the Calcutta Municipal Bill 
in the past, in 187(1, in 1888, and in 1899 to which the Hon’ble Minister 
has specially referred we will find/ that there has not been such hurry 
and hustle over Bill of this kind. 1 devotltly hope and trust that there 
will be no unusual hurry and hustle over the passage of this Bill on the 
present occasion. On the last occasion while we were discussing the 
principles of the Bill we were bemoaning our lot that our powers were 
all being taken away In the ruthless action of a provincial Governor, 
and we concentrated our attention mostly on the constitutional chapters 
and skipped over the administrative portions. I hope that this will 
not occur on the present occasion. Although the Bill is referred to 
the Select Committee, T hope they will not hustle over the innumerable 
provisions of the Bill, but will carefully consider the several provisions 
and the several parts of the schedule in the light of the criticisms that 
will be offered. 
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I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister that after 20 years he has bean 
successful, thanks to the genius of the British Government, to 
restore to us our lost right. 1 say he is restoring to us our lost right. 
Although there was no Reformed Government in those days, the 
Corporation was supreme in all matters relating to the administration 
of the city, from 1802 down to 1899. Barring the appointment of the 
Chairman, everything including his salary, leave and even his lemoTal 
was left to the supreme control of the Corporation. It was by the 
reactionary step of a provincial Governor that that privilege was 
taken away, and I remember well how vigorously the Mon’ hie Minister 
fought against the ruthless vandalism of that Governor. 1 am glad 
that the time has now come, thanks to the genius of the British Govern- 
ment, that it has Been left to a popular Minister to restore our lost right 
to us. 

Now, Sir, with regard to communal representation, I believe it 
would be a perennial struggle between oui Muhammadan friends and 
the ministerial party. I think this battle will rage on fiercely to the 
end, even to the last dnv when this Bill will emerge from this 
Council as the law of the land. But I must sa\ one thing, and that is it 
strikes me that while we aie all kebn that there should be no communal 
representation, it seems lathei strange that we are according in this 
very Bill in a sense communal representation to the European commu- 
nity. I think tlmt is a point which ought t * » be looked into, because 
a great deal depends on that in connection with the claims of my 
friends belonging to the Muhammadan as w elites to the Marwari com- 
munity. It was in the Act of 1888 that special seats were reserved for 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Calcutta Trades Associa- 
tion. Why should they not come through the general electorates? 
Why should a body composed of 80 or 100 members be premitted to 
elect half a dozen members to the Corporation and why should not the 
general body of the rnte-payeis of Calcutta l>c |w*rmii ted in the same 
way as is proposed in connection with the Muhammadan represen- 
tation to elect Kurojiean members to the Coiporation? 1 think that 
this anomaly should lie removed. 1 know that the position of the 
Hon 'hie Minister is very dedicate and embarrassing, on one side be is 
a popuhn representative here — 1 know be was himself opposed to this — 
but I know at the same time he lias to reconcile conflicting interests. 
I think that in order to lie even-handed in the dispensation of justice 
in this matter he ought to see that iio invidious distinction is made. 

As regards the general provisions of the Bill, I do not know what pro- 
vision is being made with regard to the question of vesting larger 
powers in the Corporation for the purpose of not only improving fhe 
milk-supply — I know that certain powers are proposed to be given — but 
for the purpose of municipal trading in connection with dairy farms 
and other things. I think that is Asentially necessary for the supply 
of pure milk and foodstuffs in the city. I am sure the Select Committee 
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will enter into this question more minutely than has been done in 
connection with this part of the Bill. My apprehension is that atten- 
tion will be concentrated on the constitutional chapters of the Bill, 
that is to say, how many commissioners will be elected, whether 
there should be Aldermen, a Municipal Commissioner or there should 
be a Speaker or a Lord Mayor and all that, than to the different pro- 
visions of the Bill affecting the everyday lives of the rate-payers. 
We all know that the rate-payers are more concerned with the detailed 
provisions of the Bill than with the number and dignity of the Muni- 
cipal Commissioner — whether a Lord Mayor or Speaker. I do not at 
the same time wish to minimise the importance of the constitutional 
chapters of the Bill, but I submil that the rate-payers should bej pro- 
tected from any possible oppression or exaction oii the part of the 
municipal underlings. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: My worthy colleague, Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur has congratulated the Ifon’ble Minister but I think that 
we should congratulate ourselves for having the opportunity of hear- 
ing such an instructive, inspiring and informing address from our 
revfred leader. We should also congratulate ourselves that the tribune 
of the people still possesses the capacity to make hurried marches 
towards the attainment of a greater measure of self-government. 

It is unfortunate that the question of communal representation has 
created such a heat in the Council, but 1 think that there is not much 
room for it at present. 

It seems to me that when the Hon’hle Minister asks that the Bill 
should go into the Select Committee, he does not at all desire to exclude 
the discussion of the question of communal representation that might 
‘take place over there, and those of us who are of opinion that com- 
munal representation is necessary for the Muhammadans at the present 
moment, should have an ample opportunity of bringing that matter 
home to the sympathetic Minister. Of course, the matter that has 
been brought to the notice of the llon’ble Minister, about the selection 
of the members of the Committee will receive attention at his hands, 
and, T ho|H\ the name of Khan Bahadur Abdus Salam, the veteran 
leader of the people, will find a place among the members of the com- 
mittee as he would be able to give weighty opinions on all matters under 
discussion. There is one other matter which I would respectfully place 
before the Hon’blc Minister. If is the question of wider franchise. 
The Minister is a democrat of democrats and he has said that the fran- 
chise should he lowered so that a larger number of the people should 
have the capacity to guide the actions of those who happen to represent 
them inside the Calcutta Cori>oration, hut to reduce the amount of 
qualification from 24 to some figure between the teens will not bring 
about the result contemplated. Instead of thinking of reducing the 
franchise from Rs. Wt to Rs. 20 or Rs. 18, it should be reduced to Rs. 2. 
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Is it not that we are at present thinking of imparting primary educa- 
tion to our countrymen and is it not that that education will enable 
them within as short a time as possible to think out the best method of 
improving the condition of their country? And is it not that they will 
then l>e in a position to give weighty opinions in matters connected with 
their welfare? If the Hon’ble Minister thinks that Its. 2 is too low 
a figure let him make it Its. 4 and set free a large number of persoijs 
who will make their representatives responsible to them and compel 
those who are now above them to follow the dictates of the free jxmple. 

As for communal representation, I would take leave of the Hon’ble 
Minister to respectfully draw his attention to what takes place in the 
mufassal. I quote the example of Chundpur in Eastern Bengal where, 
in a recent electiorf* out of 8 jmu’soiis elected to tin' Local Board, 7 were 
Muhammadans, and only one was a Hindu. It is a pity that it was so, 
for it should not he like this; on the other hand, it should have been 
so arranged that t lie Hindus too ought to have got an equal chance with 
the Muhammadans and that they should be in a position to exercise 
sufficient control over the Muhammadans who happen to bo on the local 
hoards. This may possibly be insured by granting communal repre- 
sentation and the Hindus in East Bengal, who have not the ghost of a 
chance against the Muhammadans, will be equally Ixmefited with the 
Muhammadans in West Bengal who stand low in the |K»wer of purse and 
the power of number. 

Mv hon’ble friend. Hai Kadha Charon Pal Bahadur, has said that 
this question of communal representation may be a source of jierennial 
discord between tin* Hindus and the Muhammadans. But mv opinion is 
the other way. Tf you leave the whole matter to lie settled among the 
Muhammadans themselves, then it will lie the Muhammadans who will 
fall out with each other and not with tin* Hindus. It will, on the other 
hand, make for far more amity between them instead of creating any dis- 
content whatsoever. T think it is a subject which is worthy of the 
attention of the Hen’hle Minister that if the Muhammadan community 
does not want such a thing as communal representation for some time 
to come, whether expediency ought to dictate that it should be granted. 
To mv mind, the time will very shortly come when both the communi- 
ties are sufficiently educated they will learn to respect and trust each 
other in even’ wav, and the Muhammadans will not ask for communal 
representation, neither will Hindus of East Bengal think that they 
have no chance against the Muhammadans. These are the facts which 
I would respectfully place before the Hon’ble Minister for consideration, 
and I would ask my Muhammadan friends who think that the reference 
of the Bill to the Select Committee will preclude the discussion of the 
question of communal representation, to set their distrust at rest and 
leave the matter in the hands of the TTon’ble Minister who will certainly 
give a decision to this question in ait impartial manner and hear the 
voice of the Muhammadan public. 
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[At this stage the Chair was taken by Rai Radha Charan *Pal 
Bahadur. ] 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMDADUDDIN AHMED: I congratulate the 
Hon’ble Minister, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, on the Bill he had asked 
to be referred to the Select Committee. Whatever the defects in the 
Bill, we cannot deny that it is an arduous task and must regulate our 
blame accordingly. « 

I would like to say a few words on the personnel of the Select Com- 
mittee. T find that the members there are all taken from the towji of 
Calcutta itself; not a single mufassal member has been taken, and I 
fail to see the reason which has moved the Hon’ble Minister to exclude 
the mufassal members. There are in this Council mufassal mem- 
bers — very veteran persons — who are no less able than the Calcutta 
members to advise him on the Municipal Bill. To name persons 
would be invidious, but, if necessary, I can do so. There are chair- 
men, able chairmen of mufassal municipalities, who take a good deal 
of interest in these affairs, and 1 think it would be in the fitness of 
things that some of them at least should be taken on the Select Com- 
mittee. 

As regards the Muhammadans on the Select Committee, I find that 
there are at least two who have pronounced their views in favour of the 
present draft Bill. Mr. Syed Nasim Ali may have gone the other way, 
and Mr. Raznur Rahman Klmn, whatever his qualifications — he is a 
young man — ought not to have been taken. But. Sir, there are persons 
not only Muhammadans also Hindus, who have given their views on 
the other side and have expressed the opinion that there should be a 
separate electorate for the Muhammadans. But we are sorry to find 
that such people have been scrupulously avoided. It may be that it 
has been done in a casual manner; we have no doubt that the 
Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea — 1 have the greatest respect for 
him- -is trying his best to do what is pioper to steer the vessel (dear of 
all shoals, but beg leave to think that it is not yet too late to include 
persons who have expressed their views on the other side. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY : After the soothing, 
conciliatory and diplomatic speech <rf Maulvi Kkramul Huq, I hope the 
Council will forgive me if l am unable to follow in his trail. It is a 
matter of the extremest regret f hat in considering the personnel of the 
Select Committee, we have to digress into personalities. We find that 
there are nine Hindu gentlemen on the Select Committee, one of whom 
is atf-offlcial and another a semi-official. There are four Muham- 
madans, two of whom have expressed views which are against commun- 
al representation and one of whom, we have just heard, happens to 
belong — T did not know it before-M*) the “ happy family ” of which the 
Hon’ble Minister is the head 
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r Tl» Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: What does the 

mwflber mean by * 4 happy family ’ ’ P 

Mr P HUSEYN SHAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: T used this expres- 
sion as having been used by a previous speaker. It is indeed a matter 
of regret that even those Hindu members who spoke and sympathised 
with the Muhammadans in their demand for communal representation 
have been excluded, but this is not at all surprising when we remombbr 
how Hon’ble Minister was exercised at a time when the Muham- 
madans were making speeches in favour of communal representation 
as to whom he should select to the Select Committee in order to obviate 
as many criticisms as possible. 1 only wish the Hon’ble Minister had 
taken courage in ^>oth hands, and instead of risking a minority report 
of one, risked a minority report of four or more. This is not the proper 
time to judge as to whether communal representation is advisable or 
not, but I would certainly have wished to see such members who could 
have pleaded effectively for communal representation before the Select 
Committee, being included. 

I do not wish to sa\ anything more except in reply to an interruption 
that although youth may not be a crime, old age is an act of piety. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs When I came here, this 
afternoon, nothing was further from my mind than to make a speech in 
connection with the motion for reference of the Calcutta Municipal Hill 
to the Select Committee. Hut, Dr. Moitra lias placed me in a rather 
difficult situation. My friend seems to think that I should be one of 
the members of the Select Committee. 1 thank my friend for that ; but 
1 may tell him that without being a member of that body 1 can servo the 
Council. 1 realise that the Select Committee should consist of a limited 
number of men, and it must have l>een the endeavour of the 
Hon’ble Minister to make the selections in such a way that the different 
communities might find represen tut ion there. So he must have felt 
difficulty in providing for us. 1 have, therefore, no personal complaint 
to make, and I wish that my friends would not place me in a delicate 
position. ^ 

One thing, however, that strikes me is the absence of ull medical 
men from the proposed Select Committee. My experience in the Cor- 
poration is that thp time is not past when the assistance of medical men 
will be necessary in the Corporation. I wish the day will come when 
the sanitation questions will be solved and medical men will no longer 
be required; but that day has not come vet. I do not suggest myself, 
but I think that there should have been at least one medical man on the 
Select Committee. 

Then I have been sitting as a member of the Corporation Committee 
which has been doing this very work day after day, and T know what a 
tremendous amount of work must devolve on the Select Committee. So 
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any member wishing me to be a member of that Committee must realise 
what a tremendous responsibility will be placed on my shoulders if I 
am appointed a member of that Committee. In the Corporation we 
have been engaged on this work for several months past and we have 
not finished it. My friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik will tell you 
that only two-thirds of the work has been done and one-third still 
remains to be done. 

Then, one point to which I would like to draw attention is the 
representative character of the proposed Committee. 1 must say that I 
find certain names of persons whose only claim to be selected is that 
they represent particular interests. 1 do not want to go into personali- 
ties, but I feel that there are some whose knowledge about the work of 
the Corporation is absolutely nil, but perhaps; the relieving feature is 
that they go into the Committee with an open mind. 

Some of my friends seem to be anxious about the question of Muham- 
madan representation. But the difficulty is to find one who would be 
fit and able and at the same time go with an open mind. 

I* intend to say a few words about the time to be taken by the Select 
Committee. The Hon’ble Minister no doubt knows that the Corporation 
Committee has not yet finished their report. The report will he com- 
ing up before the Corporation this week, and it will take several meet- 
ings of the Corporation before they pronounce their opinion upon the 
constitutional portion of the Bill. The other things which are not less 
important will l>e next dealt with and the recommelidations of the 
Corporation will not Ire forthcoming before the middle of August 
or perhaps September. My friend, Rni Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, 
whom I am glad to find occupying the Presidential Chair, and it is quite 
fitting that be should be there when we are discussing the Calcutta 
Municipal Bijl, will also tell you that, before another two months, the 
Corporation cannot be expected to finish their deliberations on this Bill. 
However anxious the TTon’ble Minister may be to expedite the matter, 

1 fear that the Corporation Mill not bo able to tackle the whole thing 
before another three months pass away. I am one of those who have 
been always anxious that the Calcutta Municipal Bill should be passed 
as soon as possible, but we find that there are very great difficulties in 
our way and there are certain things which must not be rushed. I am 
tempted to make some observations on certain points already touched 
upon by some of my friends, but I believe, that the proper time will be 
when the Bill emerges from the Select Committee. At this stage we 
may well give our support to the reference of the Bill the Select Com- 
mittee, * which may consist of whatever persons the Hon’ble Minister 
might think fit to select. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: When the matter 
was first- moved here, I did not examine the personnel of the Committee 
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carefully and I was about to go away, but. after hearing tbe spee'dies of 
the members and carefully examining the personnel, I must say that it 
is very unsatisfactory. 

The first observation that I have to make is that all the members 
of the Calcutta Corporation who are here should have been made mem- 
bers of the Select Committee. That would have obviated the objection 
of Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur that there are no doctors in the 
Select Committee; in that case l)r. Dutt or Dr. J. N. Moitra might have 
been there. On the contrary, the very people who have no int crests 
whatsoever in the* Calcutta Corporation have Ihxui put on the Com- 
mittee for no very good reasons. 

In the second place, I must admit the justice of the objection raised 
by my Muhammadan friends who want separate communal represen- 
tations. I am personally opjmsed to the principle of communal representa- 
tion, and must oppose their claims to the best of nu power — 
and I did so when the matter first came before the Council — but let them 
have fair-play which, I am afraid, they have not got in the Sobs t Com- 
mittee. By all means let them have fair-play. 1 find only two names 
on the Committee who are in favour of communal n jnesentation and 1 
say that at least four more men ought to have been there. There are 
a large body of men who want communal representation. Let them be 
proporh represented on the Committee. 1 am not afraid of them. In 
conclusion, I wou^i ask the Hon'hle Minister in charge to revise the 
personnel of the Select Committee. 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHVIRI: T will only make 
a few observations regarding tin* working classes of Calcutta as affected 
by the Bill. What 1 would like to say is that the prosperity of 
Calcutta as one of the great industrial cities of Asia is mainly due to 
the manual work of the working (lasses who are tjie dwellers 
of this city. If the franchise is reduced from Rs. 12 to lb. (>, it will 
mean a large number of the wage-earning classes coining in as munici- 
pal voters. 

The second jx>in1 is that in all the Municipal Acts of the industrial 
cities of the world they have got compulsory powers of acquiring land 
for building houses for the working (‘lasses. I know that the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill does provide that power; but the Corporation seldom 
exercises that power Generally the Corporation views this matter by 
the monetary return of H per cent, oi^ 2 per cent, which the building 
of such houses brings which the Corporation thinks is not enough. 
What I would suggest is that at least 2 to 3 per cent, of tbe rates should 
be set apart for building houses for the working classes; and I think 
nothing short of this will at all make any improvement in the condition 
of tbe working classes. It is all very fine to abolish nomination and 
to have an elected President and all ^hat sort of thing, but that is not 
the vital matter. Tbe vital matter is tbe improvement of the conditions 
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of the people whose manual labour has contributed to the prosperity of 
the city of Calcutta. So, I would like to urge on the Hon’ble Minister 
to allow the Corporation to have compulsory power to set apart 2 or 3 
per cent, of the rates to be spent on building houses, for the working 
men. 

Then, I find that the question of the taxation of the unearned incre- 
ment of land values is absolutely forgotten, as if such a thing does not 
enter into any progressive legislation at all. There are many plots of 
lands on which there are only a few thatched houses, and the land- 
lords, realise only a small amount as rent, because they know very well 
that every year the value on the land increases, and in eight years the 
price of the land will be doubled or tribled. The Corporation only 
assess on the rents which the landlords realise. Thfcy do not take into 
consideration the value of the land which is increasing gradually. 

With these fcw T observations, I would request the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Bill and the members of the Select Committee to see 
that the poor working classes of Calcutta whose labour has mainly con- 
tributed to the prosperity of the second city of the British Empire are 
not forgotten. 

[At this stage the Deputy-President returned and reoceupied the 
Chair]. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERiTEA: In rising to 
reply to the various observations and criticisms that have been offered 
I think I should begin by extending the olive-branch of peace and 
including, subject to the approval of the Chair, the names of two 
gentlemen in the Select Committee. 1 luiv^ obtained the concurrence 
of t host' gentlemen whose names have Ihhmi suggested in the course of 
the debate. I desire to add to the Select Committee the name of 
Kui Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur and that of Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Abdus Salam. These names have been suggested and with your 
concurrence and their approval, 1 would include them in the Select 
Committee. 

Then, Sir, some criticisms have been made with regard to the 
unsatisfactory character of the Select Committee. I think my friend 
llai Jogendru Chunder (those Bahadur said — I do not find him in his 
place now — that he was going away but that he had come back to offer 
his criticisms and to give us the benefit of his wisdom; his dictum 
was that the personnel of this Committee was highly unsatisfactory. 
That is a general statement ; and I desire to test and analyse it and 
go to the bedrock of facts and not confine myself to, or allow this 
Council to be deluded by, a general statement of that kind. Here is 
the personnel Indore you. Let me take each one of the names and test the 
fitness or otherwise of every member of the Committee to serve on that 
body. The first name is that of^ Mr. Duval. Well, Mr. Duval 


was 
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Deputy-Chairman of the Corporation for a number of years. I suppose 
he knows something about the Calcutta Municipality, and as he is now 
Legal Remembrancer, he will be helpful in the discussions that will 
take place in the Select Committee. Therefore, 1 do not suppose that 
my friend Rai Jogendra Chunder (those Bahadur considers Mr. Duval 
to be unsuitable. (A voice: “ No/’) Mr. Goode was Deputy-Chair- 
man and acting Chairman for sometime; he is now Secretary to Govern- 
ment in the Municipal Department. I do not presume that lie will be 
considered as unfit to serve on the Committee. I do not therefore think 
that we should exclude him from the Select Committee. (A voice: 

44 No.”') l mean to go through the whole list. Then we have got 
Mr. .1. N. Gupta. He is the Chau man ot the Calcutta Corporation and 
if he comes back 4ie ought to lie with us in order to help us in 
regard to matters affecting the Corporation. I do not sup|>ose that 
anybody would object to his being on the Committee. 

Then comes Balm Dcbi Prasad Khaitan who is a member of the 
Corporation and takes an active interest in its affairs. He is a member 
of this Council; he is a representative of the Marwuri community. 
Therefore, I think I am entitled to place him there, and nobody in his 
senses ought to say that he is an unsuitable person. 

Then we have Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, who has just 
descended from the Presidential (’hair. 1 do not think he in unfit. 
Then we go on to the next name Mr. 1). .1 . Cohen. Jle is a mem- 
ber of the Corporation and a representative oi the Jewish commune 
tv. Then we have Halm Surendra Nath Mallik Is he unfit to serve on 
the Committee ? What has Rai Jogendra Chmftler Ghose Bahadur got 
to sav about him!'' Then there is Balm Fanindralal De, a well-known 
and respected citizen of Calcutta, owning properties in Calcutta, having 
a large interest in Calcutta, and a hard-working memlier of this Counoil. 
Then tomes Mr. 1) C Ghose. Tie is, 1 think, quite fit # to serve on 
the Committee and is a memlier of the Corporation. Then we have 
Mr. S. M Bose. He takes a deep interest in all questions relating to 
the Corporation and generally in all matters of public interest. 

Then with regard to the Muhammadan members: The first name 
is Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan.* Two objections have been raised against 
him; one is on the ground of his youth; this is a very simple matter, 
we were all >oung at one time, and youth is not a crime nor is old age 
an offence, as I am afraid it seems to be in the opinion of some members 
of this Council. Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan represents the Muham- 
madans of the northern division of Calcutta in this Council. Thus 
he has a great interest in Calcutta, and he is entitled to have a voice 
in the Bill, and what is more, is in favour of communal representation 
and against the views which I have ventured to express here in this 
connection. 

Then comes Mr. Sved Nasim Ali, the stoutest (laughter') champion 
of communal representation in this Council. 
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Then we have got Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. I do not know 
whether he has signified his views with regard to communal representa- 
tion as yet. You will remember that he sat down in the middle of his 
speech on the last occasion ; therefore, he is an unknown factor on this 
question. Here we have put in a gentleman whose views have yet to 
be ascertained and who cannot be said to belong to any particular side. 

Then we have Dr. A. Suhrawardy. He is against communal 
representation ; so we have both sides represented. 

Next comes Mr. W. It. ltae representing the European community 
and a respected member of the Corporation. 

Then we have Mr. II. A. Stark, a member of the Corporation and a 
member of this Council representing the Anglo-Indian community ; 
Mr. (i . Morgan, a member of the Corporation and a member of this 
Council representing the Chamber of Commerce here. 

Then we have Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, a member of the Corpoia- 
tion and a member of this Council. 

Then Mr. Tarit Bhusan Rav, a well-known merchant and a gentle- 
man who takes a great interest in matters concerning Calcutta. 

1 have gone through the list name by name and I have not yet heard 
a single dissentient voice raised in this Council against the personnel 
of anyone of the members of this committee; therefov, I am entitled to 
hope that the personnel of this committee is as satisfactory as circum- 
stances would permit. 1 will not say it is a perfect committee; a per- 
tect committee would consist of only three members, or of the whole 
House. This is a sort of via media bed ween the tw r o and it is, in the 
circumstances, the lx\st for the Government to suggest for the accept- 
ance of this House. 

1 think I have answered I)r. Moitra w r ho has been good enough to 
tell us that the members of the committee had no experience. His 
grievance has been rectified by the inclusion of Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt 
Bahadur. 1 only hope that as he is a busy medical practitioner, he will 
be able to spare time to apply himself to this duty. I did not 
want to disturb medical practitioners or lawyers. There are not many 
lawyers here: their time means money; I do not want to interfere with 
their lawful avocations. I trust it will be the verdict of this Council 
that this is the most satisfactory committee that we could get in the 
circumstances. 

Then criticisms have been offered with regard to the importance that 
has been attached to the constitutional clauses and the subordinate 
place which the administrative portions of the Bill have been made to 
occupy. To that my reply is and it is an arguvientum ad hominem 
that it will be open to any member of the Select Committee and to 
Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, w’ho urged this view, to give to the 
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administrative sections the prominence in the Bill which they deserve, 
and I am sure he will be listened to with resj>ect and attention 
The constitutional clauses overshadow the whole Bill for the simple 
reason that they vest in the Corporation powers of an exceptional 
character, and these powers are to be used for the benefit of the people 
and the rate-payers. 

I have only one more remark to make, and I have finished. Thar© 
will be no hurrying this Bill through the Select Committee of the 
Council; every projosal that comes before the Select Committee will 
receive most careful consideration; we do not desire to rush this mat- 
ter through. We have got two other Bills and in the interests of the 
mufassal and the people of the inufassal, we want this Bill should l>o 
placed u]K)ii t lie Statute Book, as early as possible, iti order that the 
other two Bills which vitally affect their interests, should he taken up 
early. I have not placed any mufassal member on this committee; they 
will lie put on the other committee. They will not l>e able to serve on 
two committees; they will not have the time, and Calcutta men may 
claim that they should also l>e placed on the mufassal Municipal Bill 
committee. Then again, the municipal law of Calcutta is different in 
essentials from that of the rest of Bengal. That being so, I do not 
think file mufassal men have any legitimate grievance in not having 
a place on this committee. 

T therefore hope the reference to the Select Committee w ill he passed 
and without any dissentient voice. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKH ARE8WAR RAY: May T suggest one more 
name, that of Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Clmudhuri, the Labour mem- 
ber ? 


The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Jf you agree, 
I have no objection. Is he willing to serve on the coin in it tee ? 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI 5 I do not mind. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Then I will 
include your name. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: May I suggest the 
name of the Kumar Sahib himself? 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: I do not wish to serve on 
this committee. 

The motion that the names of ttai Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, Khan 
Bahadur Abdux Salam and Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri he 
added to the list of members of thp Select Committee was put and 
agreed to. 
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The motion that the Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921, be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea, Mr. H. P. Duval, Mr. S. W. Goode, Mr. J. N. Gupta, Babu 
Debi Prosad Khaitan, Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, Mr. D. J. Cohen, 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, Babu Fanindralal De, Mr. D. C. Ghose, 
Mr. S. M. Bose, Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. Syed Nasim Ali, Maulvi 

K. Fuzl-ul Haq, Dr. A. Suhrawardy, Mr. W. R. Rae, Mr. H. A. Stark, 
Mr. G. Morgan, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy, Rai 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, Khan Bahadur Abdus Salam and 
Mr. Krishna Chandra Rav Chaudhuri, with instructions to submit their 
report as soon as ]>ossible, was put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Tuesday, the 4th 
July, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council aseowhlod undhr the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
at 3 p.m. on Tuesday the 4th July, 1922. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members of 
the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 88 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Mathurapur Zamindary Company. 

•XXXIII. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI : (,/) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that there is a tension of feeling 
between the tenants and the Mathurapur Zamindary Company, Ltd.? 

(b) Is the Hon’ hie the Member also aware that the tenants sub- 
mitted in March last a memorial to Tlis Excellency the Governor 
m Council stating their grievances and pntying for the with- 
drawal of the summary power conferred on the said Company for the 
realization of rent under section 15SA of the Bengal Tenancy Act ? 

(r) Is it correct that the said memorial has been referred by the 
Government to Mr. Jameson, Secretary to the Hoard of itevenue, for 
inquiry and report? 

(d) Is it also correct that Mr. Jameson, while he was Magistrate 
of Malda, interfered in some cases l>efore the subordinate judge between 
the said Zamindary Company. and the tenants, and his conduct was 
the subject of adverse criticism by the High Court where the matter 
came up in appeal? 

(e) If so, are the Government considering the desiiahility of deput- 
ing some other officer to make a local juquiry into the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(rt) Since the introduction of the certificate procedure in the Estate 
of the Mathurapur Zamindary Company, Ltd., in the district of Malda, 
complaints have been received from time to time against the use of the 
certificate procedure. On inquiry iO has been ascertained that there 
ieno real cause for complaint. 
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(b) Yes; for the reason given in the answer to (a) the memorial 
has been rejected. 

(c) No; it is entirely incorrect. 

( d ) and ( e ) In view of the answer to (b) and (c) the question does 
not arise. 


Provident fund for typists and oopyists of oourts. 

•XXXIV. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) With reference to the resolution 
regarding typists and copyists of the civil, criminal and revenue courts, 
passed by this Council on the .‘list August, 1921, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial I)ej>artment be pleased to state — 

G) whether the suggestion of the High Court made to the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal regarding the creation of a provident 
fund for them has been accepted by the Government ; 

GO if so, whether such a fund has been started, or whether the 
starting of such a fund is proposed; and 

G?0 if not, what is the reason for non-acceptance of the sugges- 
tion ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of a feeling that exists that 
the circular of the High Court of the 23rd June, 1921, has failed to 
meet the grievances complained of by the copyists 'and typists? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of reconsider- 
ing the question? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): ( o) (i) The matter is still under consideration. 

( 11 ) and (tn) The questions do not arise. 

(b) No. ' 

(c) The question does not arise. 

Proposed Faridpur-Bhanga Railway. 

•XXXV. Maufvi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of 1’uhlie Works lie pleased to 
•tate whether a project for an extension of the Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way from Faridpur to Bhanga, on the river Kumar has been pending 
for a long timeP 

(b) Is it correct that in 1911-12 the district board of Faridpur for- 
mulated a scheme of Light Railway from Faridpur to Bbanga and 
entered into a contract with Messrs. K. M. Dey & Co. of Calcutta 
as promoters for the execution of this project? 

(c) Is it not correct that when this project went up to Government 
for sanction a deputation from Faridpur headed by Babu Ambica 
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Charan Mazumdar waited ujx)n the then Chairman of the Railway 
Board, who after a thorough discussion gave an assurance that the pro- 
jected line would be undertaken as an extension of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, and not given to any private company and accordingly the 
project for the light railway was abandoned ? 

(d) Is it not a fact that shortly after this a regular survey and 
alignment of a broad gauge line was made from Faridpur to BhnngH 
but when the war broke out the execution of this short line wan 
suspended ? 

( e ) Are the Government considering the desirability of inviting 
the attention of the Railway Board for the execution of this short but 
much needed line ^overing only 21 miles at the earliest opportunity? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) A project for a steam trumayiy or light railway 
from Faridpur to Bhanga appears to have been initiated by the "Farid - 
pur District Board first in 190T This project did not, however, pro- 
vide for an extension of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

(/>) In 1911-12, Messrs. Khetter Mohan Dey & Co., drew up a scheme 
at the instance of the District Board of Faridpur, which was forwarded 
to the Government of Bengal by the Board for examination and expres- 
sion of opinion, government are not aware that the Board entered 
into any contract with Messrs. K. M. Dey & Co. for carrying out the 
project. 

(r) Government have no information on the subject of a deputation 
to the Railway Board. 

( (I) The suivey for a broad gauge railway from Faridpur to Bhanga 
was undertaken in 1914 under the orders of the Railway Board, as ‘part 
of the promised Khulna-Barisal-Faridpur Railway. In 1 918, ‘the Railway 
Board decided to defer consideration of the question of financing this 
branch line, till after the war. In 1920, as a result of a recommenda- 
tion made by this Government that the question of connecting Barisal 
by rail with existing and projected lines should be further examined, 
the Railway Board sanctioned a traffic reconnaissance survey for a line 
of railway on the broad gauge from Faridpur via Bhanga to Barisal. 

(e) The Railway Board’s views on the subjec t of the construction 
of the Faridpur-Bhanga extension will be invited. 


Contai Khas Mahals Managers. 

•XXXVI. / Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADH YAYA: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue 
(Land Revenue) be pleased to state wither it is a fact that a scheme for 
a time-scale of pay from Rs. 75 to Rs. 150 with quinquennial increment 
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of lift. 15 for the Sub-Managers of Contai Khas Mahals has been formu- 
lated and submitted to Government for sanction ? 

(b) If so, what action is being taken by Government for sanction- 
ing the scheme? 

( c ) Is it a fact that the Board of Revenue proposed to recommend 
the Government to give retrospective effect to the increment from 
October, 1920? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: («), (b) and (r) A scheme for the revision of the pay of 
the Sub-Managers of the Contai Khas Mahals has been received and is 
under the consideration of Government. 


Mutation clerks in Contai Khas Mahal. 

‘XXXVII. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHYAYA: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue 
(Land Revenue) be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a proposal 
for making the two i>osts of the mutation clerks (attached to the 
Manager’s staff of the Contai Khas Mahals) }>ermanent was submitted 
some time ago by the Board of Revenue? 

(/>) Is it a fact that these posts have been temporary for a long 
series of years and that the incumbents have not bein given the benefit 
of the conditions of Government service? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of sanction- 
ing these two posts as permanent with retrospective effect? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes 

(/>) These posts have been in existence as temporary posts from 
1910-11 on the usual conditions attaching to temjxmiry jK)sts. 

(e) When the complete scheme, of which this is a part, is received 
the question of making the posts permanent will be considered. 


Budget. 

‘XXXVIII. Rai 4.ALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be 
pleased to state the principle according to which the amounts of expendi- 
ture in the budget, both under the voted and the non-voted items, are 
arrived at, and why the amounts are sometimes increased and sometimes 
decreased ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr): The expenditure provided in the budget is arrived at 
by a detailed examination of the probable requirements of departments 
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for the ensuing year, and, under certain heads, after considering the 
actual accounts figures of the three previous years. The fluctuations 
are due to various causes, including the extension of sanctioned schemes, 
the initiation of new schemes, incremental scales of pay, the creation 
of new posts, variations in the mini tier of officers on leave and retiring, 
political and economic changes, and the rate of progress of works. 

Estimates of new f expenditure are framed on the details of the pro- 
jects which the expenditure is to (over. 

Voted and non-voted items of expenditure are subject to the same 
principles of estimation. 


Granting interviews to prisoners in the Alipore Jail. 

•XXXIX. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the 

Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state whether any restrictions have been put. on the granting 
of interviews to prisoners m the Alijmre Jail or m any other jails m 
Bengal ? 

(b) If so, what are the reasons for this? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon'ble 8ir # Abd-ur- Rahim): (a) No. The rules regarding 
Trie grants of interviews are given in chapter XVII of the Bengal Jail 
Code read with RuJe III, page 158 of the Jail (*ommittee's Report, for 
ordinary prisoners. These have been temjxirarily relaxed in the case of 
special class prisoners, vuh Rule 1048 J. of the Rules under section 60 
of the Prisons Act and certain sjieeial instructions for the guidance 
of persons desirous of obtaining interviews with special class prisoners 
in the Alipore Jail, of which copies are laid on tin* table. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Rule under section 60 of the Prisons Art , 1S94, referred to in the reply 
to clause (a) of starred question No. XXXIX . 

Insert as Chapter X XX1V-A in Jail Code : — 


1048 J. A special clans prisoner shnll be permitted to hare an interview and 
write and receive a letter once a fortnight. The Hupenulendent shall power 
tor special reasons to be recorded, to allow interviews and letters in excess 
of this limit. 

(A.B.— Rule 671 will require amendment.) 

Nor*. The above rule is prescribed jwovisionally, pending a decision on the 
general question of creating a new class of imprisonment. 
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Special instruction* referred to in the reply to clause (a) of Starred 
Question No. XXXIX \ approved in Government Order 
No. 121 T. i?., dated the 2nd June 1922. 


Alipore Central Jail. 

“ Interviews with Special Class prisoners 

“ It ir notified for general information that the following are the rules in force for 
interviews with the above cl a hr of priHoners : — 

], (a) Entitled Interviews .— One interview once a fortnight, with not 

more than two persons. 

{b) Special Interviews — In excess of the above, but only for urgent or 
special reasons may be granted at the discretion of the Superintendent. The 
reasons for such special interviews must be distinctly stated at the time of 
Application. 

2. Interviews are held every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 2 to 5 r.M. 
Interviews will ordinarily be allowed lasting from ten to fifteen minutes. 

3 All applications for interviews must be in writing. In order to avoid 
delay applicants are advised, as they will be unaware whether the interviews 
they desire are “ Entitled ” or “ Special,” to give full reasons for the interviews 
as if they are special interviews. Persons desirous of having interviews with 
Rpecial class prisoners, are requested to apply to the Jail, in the first instance, 
for the Application for Interview Form, which should be returned to the 
Jail after being filled in. On receipt of this form the Jail authorities will notify 
applicants whether or not an interview will be permitted. Vf permitted, the day 
and hour on which the applicant should attend will be stntedi. Arrangements 
will be made by which appliention forms can be obtained at the gate of the Jail 
so that applicants can, if they think fit, fill up the forms at once. They will then 
obtain, whenever practicable an immediate reply to their applications or be told 
if there is likely to be nnv delay This permit must be produced at the Jafl 
gate at the time of interview, and no interview will be allowed without it. 

The above rules and all Tail rules relating to the conduct of interviews (copies 
of which may be seen at the Jail gate) will be stiictly enforced ” 


Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Under Secretaries, 
and Assistant Secretaries. 

•XL. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing— 

(t) the number of Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Under Secre- 

taries and Assistant Secretaries under the Government of 
Bengal on the 31st December, 1920; and 

(u) the number of those officers in May, 1922, giving the details 

of the increase P 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (V) and (ii) A statement is laid on the 

table. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to starred question No . X L % by 
Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar. 

Number on the 31st December, 1920 — 

Eight Secretaries. 

Four Under-Secretaries. 

Two Under-Secretaries (Public Works Department). 

Two Assistant Secretaries. 

Number in May, 1922 — 

Nine Secretaries. 

Three Deputy Secretaries. 

Two Under-Secretaries. 

Two Personal Assistants (Public Works Department). 

Seven Assistant Secretaries. 


Delay in payment to extra muharrirs in sub-registry offloes. 

•XLI. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA : (a) Is the Dou ble 

tbe Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that — 

( i ) the extra muharrirs engaged for copying out documents at the 
rural suft-registry office are ordinarily subjected to delay of 
two to three months in payment of the dues of their bills; 
and . 

(n) the j**rmanent staff of tbe rural sub-registry office are paid 
regularly every month their salaries? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of doing 
away with this differential treatment ? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (th* 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) (?) T lie bill of the extra establishment 
is sent first to the District Registrar and then to the I nsj>ector-General 
of Registration for scrutiny amf countersignature. This check is con- 
sidered desirable. It occupies on an average one and a half month 
and delay thus occurs in the case of the first month’s pay bill of tem- 
porary establishment, but thereafter in the case of muharrirs who con- 
tinue to work on this establishment, (fay is drawn regularly every 
month and it is immaterial whether the remuneration relates to the last 
month or the month previous to the last. 

(it) Yes. 

( b ) There is no differential treatment. The first initial pay of a 
new extra muharrir is no doubt liable to some delay in payment, but 
if he is retained he gets his remuneration regularly. 
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11 Servant ” defamation ease, 

•X LI I. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble th« 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to stat* 
whether it is a fact that the whole cost of what is known as tin 
“ Servant Defamation Case ” has been borne by the Government? 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state thi 
amount that the Government has spent in this connection ? 

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HotYbl 
Mr. H. L. 8tephenson): (a) The cost will he borne by Government. 

(fc) The pleaders’ bills have not yet been submitted. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Actions on Council resolutions. 

85. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the Mem 
ber in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to state wha 
steps have been taken on the resolutions of this Council which weri 
carried at the last session ? 

MEMBER in oharge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tti 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : The member is referred to the unswe 
given to a somewhat similar question asked by him on the 29th August 
1921, to the note to section 78 (Rule 24) of the Bengal Legislative 
Rules and Standing Orders and to the list kept in the lobby in accord 
ance therewith for the information of meml>ers. 

65- A. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge lx* pleased to have the statement of resolution and othe 
papers, which have been laid on lobby for the information of the memberi 
published in the Calcutta Gazette , for the information of the public a 
large ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: The information is givei 
for the guidance of the members of the Council. I do not think there 
fore that it is desirable to publish this statement in the newspaper 
or in the Gazette. I do not see the use of it in any way. 

Improvement of communications in Mymensingh. 

86. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble th 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works been drawn t 
the urgent necessity for the development of communication by road an 
by railway in the district of Mymensingh ? 
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(b) Is the Hon* hie the Minister aware that the development of this 
district is being hampered owing* to the lack of the means of communi- 
cation ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the various extensions of the Mymensingh- 
Bhairab Railway, have been surveyed? 

(d) Will the Uon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether any 
of the schemes of the extension of the above Railway are likely to bo 
taken up in the near future? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and ih) The development of road communications in 
the Mymensingh (^strict is a matter which primarily concerns local 
bodies. Government have no information in regard to the urgent neces- 
sity for constructing new roads. 

Government are aware that the extention of railways in the district 
would be likely to accelerate the development of the area. 

( r) Yes. 

(d) Government have no information, and the subject is one for 
decision by the Government of India (Railway Board). 


Jh^ia-Janjail-Shusang-Durgapur Road. 

67. Mr. S. M. BOSE: (</) Has tin* attention of flic ITon’hle the 
Minisfei m cliaige of the Depaitment of Local ^elf-Government been 
diawn to the neglected state of the road between .1 haria-Jan jail and 
Shiisang-l)m gapur in the subdivision of Netrakona, Mymensingh? 

(/>) Is the Ilon'ble the Minister aware that large quantities of 
padd\ , nee, jute and other country produce are carried along* this road? 

( c) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister aware that several representations 
have been made to the District Board and to the Government complain- 
ing of the state of the road without nn\ effect ? 

(d) U the TTon’hle the Minister awaie that this road is the only 
means of communication between the Garo Hills and Mymensingh? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister awaie that the above road is 
impassable to traffic for several months in the year? 

if) Will the Hon’ble the Minister ke pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking any steps in the 
matter? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT: (the Hon’ble Sir 8urendra Nath Banorjea): (a) to (f) 

Government have no information regjyding this road which belongs to 
the Mymensingh District Board. 


9 
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Travelling allowances of touring officers of the 
Education Department. 

68. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing* the amounts drawn as travelling 
allowances by the peripatetic officers of the Department not below the 
rank of deputy inspector of schools for the period from 1918-19 to 
1921-22 (up to December, 1921), noting the annual salary of each 
such officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement is laid on the Library 
table. 


Council Secretaries. 

69. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
say whether it is proposed to appoint Council Secretaries from among 
the non-official members of the Legislative Council as provided in sub- 
section (•/) of section f)2 of the Government of India Act? If so, 
when ? 

The Ho<n’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The appointment of Coun- 
cil Neeretaiies is a matter entirely within the discretion of His Excel- 
lency the Governor. 


Pargiter’s History of the Sundarbans. 

70. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
aware that Mr. Pargiter’s History of the Sunderbans is out of print 
and is not available in the market? 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to say whether he is 
considering the desirability of directing the reprint and sale of the 
same ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: («) Mr. Pargiter’s History of the Sundarbans is out of 
prin t and not available in the Secretariat Rook Depot. 

(h) The reprint of the book is not under contemplation as there 
is practically no demand for it. 


Kidder pore Bridge. 

71. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN bUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
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whether he is now in a position to give an approximate date by which 
the reconstruction of the Kiddeipore Bridge over Tolly’s Nala is likely 
to be completed? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): No exact date 
can be given. As iar as can be judged from tin* present state of thp 
work, it is likely the reconstruction of the KidderjK>re bridge will take 
up to the end of September next. 


Lady visitors of jails. 

72. Rai Dr. HftRIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: <o) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department oi Revenue (Jails) }>e pleased 
to state whether the non-ofticial visitors of the Bengal jails include uii> 
ladies ? 

(I>) If not, are t lie Government considering the desirability of 
ap|H)inting at least one lady visitor from each of the different religious 
communities for each of the important jails in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAH IM : <,/) Yes 

(M This does not arise. 

72- A. Dr. A. SUHRA WARD Y : Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
oluuge of Jails mention nn\ jails in Calcutta which have lady non-official 
visitors? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : I should ask for notice of this 
question ? 


Chairman of the Commissioners for the Port of Caldlitta. 

73. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (n) Will tin Hon’hle 
the Member in charge of tlx* Marine Department be pleased to state 
the present monthly salan of the Chairman of the Port Uommissioners 
of Calcutta and the allowances ,'fttached to the jnist ? 

ib) Will the Hon’ble the Member la* pleased to state 

(0 the authority which fixed the present pay and allowances of 
this |K)st ; 

(ii) the pay of the present incumbent in the post which he was 
occupying before he was chosen for this post ; and 

(iu) the pay of the present incumbent in the post in which he was 
employed five years ago? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr): (a) The Chairman of tfee Port Commissioners of Calcutta 
receives a salary of Rs. 5,000 per mensem and a house allowance of 
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R&. 1,000 per mensem limited to the amount which he actually pays 
in rent and taxes. He is provided with a motor-car. 

(b) (?) The local Government on the recommendation of the Fort 
Commissioners. 

(n) and (???) Government have no information. 

Alleged Gurkha incident at the Chittagong Railway station. 

74. Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Mem Ik* i in charge of the Political Department Ik* pleased to state 
whether it is correct that over one hundred persons were more or less 
severely injured and wounded at the time of tin* Guikha incident at the 
Chittagong’ Railway station on the 20th October, 1921? 

(b) Ilow did they come bv their wounds and injuries? 

(r) Who ordeied the Gurkhas to the Railway station and why? 
What were the materials for such deputation? 

(d) Did any responsible officer accompany them? 

(c) If, so, have the Government obtained any explanation or state- 
ment from him? 

( f) Are the Government considering* the desirability of laying on the 
table a copy of such explanation or statement ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) From the report of the 
inquiry made by Rai Suresh Chandra Singh Bahadur, Deputy Magis- 
tral!*, published at page ISf) of tin* Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette, 
dated the 12th Apiil, 1922, it would appear that this numbei is an 
exaggeration. 

(b) , (e) and (d) The member is referred to the report of Rai Suresh 
Chandra Singh Bahadur. 

(c) One of the officers in command of the contingent of Eastern 
Frontier Rifles was examined in the course of the inquiry made by 
Rai Suresh Chandra Singh Bahadur. 

(/) A copy of his statement is laid j on the table. 

Statement referred tain answer to unstarred question No. 74. 

Witness No. 16, Menda Ram.— Jamadar of the Eastern Frontier Rifles. 

1 remember the 20th October last. I received orders from my Suhadar to 
fall ui and go to the Railway station with my foree. Suhadar Aliram and town 
inspector accompanied us to the Railway station. 

We reached the Railway station at about 8*30 p.m. We have 92 sepoys in the 
force that I conducted to the Railway station. 

As we reached the portico we fou^d all the places there including the road 
literally blocked up by men, we (1, Suhadar, town inspector) and reserve inspector 
•vent to the Railway station platform. I did so under the orders of the Suhadar. 
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We saw the place on the platform and then throe sections of our force came 
theie on the platform. They stood' there in lines. The Bengalis attacked the force 
in the 4th section. This tool* place under the jMirtico when section 4 was thus 
attacked and there was a row, the Suhadar Sahib inquired what the row was about. 
Then I went out to the forte under the (K)itico and asked some of them what the 
matter was about. They said that they were attacked by the Bengalis on ditferent 
Bides and that stones had lieon thrown at them in large numhers 1 know Pam 
Ram. He is one of the Guikha force that was there He told me that souq' 
lie rigid in tri«*d to snatch off the rifle from his hand At that tune Ha\ild.»r Low ram 
went to him foi Ins assistance He rescued tin* rifle of Pam Bam from the hand 
of the Bengali. Both Pam Ram and Low ram succeeded in rescuing the rille 
from the hand of the Bengali after some stiuggle 

Nabinrnm one of the force was struck on his leg with a stone and iceeived a 
wound The injury was shown to me by Nnhinram One stone hit Kali (.'Imran 
(rifle-man) one of iny^forco on the left side of the chest It prodin ed inflamma- 
tion but no wound I also was hit In four pieces of stones there at the 
time I had thi< k dot lung on my person at the time so the NtoneN 
that hit me did not prodin c any wound hut they prodin cd swellings and inllaimna- 
turns 1 reported these fails to the town liispeitor and to my Suhadar Saluh 
immediately aitording to the rules It is not a fact that the Gurkhas committed 
assault upon the Bengalis The Bengalis on the other hand hailed us with shower 
of stones and continued doing «o 

The Bengalis were in done contact with the tone of the Ith section when 
I came to that place from inside tin* station platfoim We did not dine away the 
Bengali people After this the 4th set Mon went inside the Bailway station and 
joined the othci sc< turns drawn up on the plutfoim as soon as we had blown our 
whistles Both 1 and the Suhadar Sahib had blown the whistles Aftci the tiaiu had 
left we marched hat k to our lines In the old Kotwali and the Anderkilia Hoad under 
orders of the town ms|»ector of jndiee We readied hack the lines at al>oiit 12410 
To Court I was loniing from inside the platform# to the portico when the 
Bengalis attacked the Gmkhns of tlu* 4 th station The font 1 wcic airnetl with riflcH, 
kukris and ammunitions It is not a fact that any ol the Gurkha lorcc used the 
butt ends of the rifles or anv other part of tlu* gun oi other weapons at tlu* time 
when the Bengalis attacked the Gurkhas 

S C S4NHA, 

A.s8i*tunt SuIhIh'ihhukiI Officer, 

Tinted the 17th .Xovembn , lfUl . 

Sentences on political prisoners. 

75. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Is the llon’bb* the 
Member in charge of the Political Department await* that sentences 
passed on persons convicted undei the same sections of the Ciiminal 
Law Amendment Act of 1908 and of tke Prevention of Seditious Meet- 
ings Act, 1911, have often been of varying severity and duration in 
different cases? 

(b) Has the attention of the TTon’blo the Member been drawn to a 
pamphlet published by Mrs. Taiulata Sen, h.a., of Mymensingh. 

(c) Is the Jlon’ble the Member considering the desirability of hav- 
ing all the judgments passed on non^o-ojwrators (who are still in Jail) 
scrutinised by two judges of the Iligh Court ? 
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The Hobble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) There have been no 
cases under the Perevention of Seditious Meetings Act. As regards 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act, the answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

75-A. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Is the Hon’ ble the Member 
in charge aware of complaints of irregularities of procedure contained 
in the pamphlet published by Mrs. Tarulata Sen? -Will not Govern- 
ment move, if there have been irregularities and injustice done? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON : If G o very men t are convinced 
that injustice has been done, Government will certainly move in the 
matter. 


Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

76. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of 
Local Self-Government be pleased to state the number of Muhammadans 
amongst the Assistant Surgeons and Sub- Assistant Surgeons in the 
service of Government? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the number of Muhammadan officers in that Department? 

(c) How many of- the Muhammadan Assistant Surgeons have been 
promoted to the rank of Civil Surgeon ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 the number of Sub-Assistant. Surgeons promoted to the grade 
of Assistant Surgeons; and 

(it) how many of them are Muhammadans? 

(r) Have any Muhammadan Sub-Xssistant Surgeons been promoted 
to the grade of Assistant Surgeon in this Presidency? 

( f ) ]f not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
reasons for this? 

( q ) ] 8 it not correct that the only one Muhammadan Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon, promoted to the grade of Assistant Surgeons in Bihar and 
Orissa, has been transferred tcf this Presidency? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Five Civil 
Assistant Surgeons. Seventeen Civil Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

(b) Efficiency is the sole test in respect of these appointments, but 
when recruitment is made the small number of Muhammadans who are 
Assistant and Sub-Assistant Sungeons is borne in mind. 

(c) One officiating at present. 
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( d ) ( t ) Five. 

(it) One. 

( e ) One transferred from Bihar and Orissa. 

(/) None found fit and deserving- of such promotion. 
(g) Yes. 


Non-stoppage of Darjeeling mail train at Paksey. 

77. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {«) Is the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that the 
residents of the town of Palma are being- inconvenienced in consequence 
of the fact that the Darjeeling mail trains do not stop at Paksey station 
on the Eastern Bengal Railway ? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of moving 
the railway authorities in this matter? 

(r) If it is not practicable to treat the* Paksey station as a regular 
station for the Darjeeling mail trains, are the Government consider- 
ing the desirability of moving tin 1 railway authorities to treat it in the 
same way as Barrack pore? 

The Hon’ble the NAWAB SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Government are not aware of tin* alleged incon- 
venience. 

{ h ) and (r) The questions do not arise. 


Ishurdi-ShadhuganJ Railway. 

78. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the IWble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works lie pleased to 
state 1 when the Government of Bengal moved the Government of India 
to sanction the construction of fhe Tshurdi-Shadhuganj Railway line in 
the district of Palma in pursuance of the resolution which was moved 
in the Bengal Legislative Council and accepted by the Government on 
the fith February, 1922? 

(b) What progress has the said scheme made since the acceptance 
of the resolution P 

(r) Are the Government considering fhe desirability of urging upon 
the Railway Board to sanction the scheme early for the construction 
of this line during this official year? 

(d) Are the Government in a position to state approximately when 
the construction of this line is proposed to he taken up? 
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The Hon’ble the NAWAB 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The resolution of this Council, referred to, was 
conveyed to the Government of India in a letter dated the 20th 
February, 1922. 

(b) Government are unaware that any progress has been made. 

(c) No; as the Government of India have intimated that the wishes 
of the Government of Bengal will he borne in mind with a view to 
giving the project favourable consideration should the opportunity 
arise. 

(d) No. 

Action on resolution regarding unemployment. 

79. Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken on the resolution 
passed by this Council for tin* appointment of a Committee in connec- 
tion with the unemployment problem? 

(b) If no steps have been taken, will the Ilon’ble the Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefoi ? 

(r) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, the Government propose taking to give effect to that resolu- 
tion? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): T he recommendation made in the resolution is under 
the consideration of Government. 


Public Health Department. 

80. Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) in detail the number of officers in the Department of Public 

Health, their respective salaries and work; 

(ii) the total expenditure incurred for this Department per year for 

the last three years ; 

(ni) the total expenditure made by Government in anti-malarial 
and other works in connection with public health (exclud- 
ing the cost of maintaining the Department) during each 
of the last three years; and 

(iv) the total amount sj>ent (1) by the Government, or (2) by the 
District Board for improving the supply of drinking water 
in the villages during each of the last three years? 
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The Hoft’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (0 It would 
involve considerable Inborn and expense to prepare the statement which 
is desired. As for gazetted officers a reference is invited to the Bengal 
Civil List, pages B92-9B, of which a copy can he seen in the Library. 

As regards permanent ministerial and other non-gazetted officers in 
the two brandies of the Depaitment under the Director of Public Health 
and the Chief Engineer, Public Health Department, the total number ijf 
appointments (including menials') is 204 and their total cost Its. 1,44.784 
per annum. 

As regards the work of the Public Health establishment detailed 
information is not available in any published repots. A statement is 
however laid on the table showing the nature of work of administrative 
officers of the Department. 

(ii) The total expenditure for establishment, grants epidemics, etc., 
is as follows : — 

1918- 19 — lfs. 7,58,000 

1919- 20 — Ks. 1:1.97,000 

1920- 21— Its 12,47.000. 

(7//) A statement is hud on the table. 

( tr) ( rovernment have not piovided funds for improving the water- 
supply of \illages. Sepaiate statistics of exjiendit ure undei this head 
ha\e not been fuT^iished bv District Hoards but their total expenditure 
on rural w ate) -supply i^ as follows: — 

191 8- 1 9 -Its 7.8M.000 

1919- 20 IN. 7.00,000 

1920- 21 — Its. 5.80,054 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (i) of unstarred question 
X(\ HO, shorn <uj the nature of 7 cork of officers in t)fi‘ Department 
of Public Health. 

Designation ok Officers Nature ok work. 


Public Health Branch. Dirator of Public 
Health. Bengal. . 

I As^i^tanr l>ireetor of Public Health, 
Malaria Research, Went Bengal. 

Dr. Khamhatn. 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health. 
Malaria Research, Hast Bengal. 

(Not >et appointed). 

1 Assistant Surgeon (permanent) 

Dr. Panchanan Sur. 


General Administration of th t DejKirtment 
( Sanitary ). 

Inspection of all me tnalnn.il tracts m 
Bengal w 1 tli a view to nsoMtain the 
Older lying causes o f the pn valence of 
the th-seane at those places ami investiga- 
ting Hie ways and means fur 1 1 n preven- 
tion 

He is an assistant to the Assistant Director 
of Public Health, Malaria Research, 
Bengal. It la his special work to *uper- 
vise the four anti-malarial schemes 
started and carrier] on at Jaokipur, 

• Meeuglas, Singaran Toposi and Bunka 
Valley. 
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Designation. 

1 Assistant Surgeon (temporary) 
Dr. Bunumali Gliosh 


2 Assistant Surgeons (Tern poi ary) 
Dr. Mnraii Mohan Basil, 

Dr lluripadu Sarkur. 


1 Sub- Assistant Surgeon (permanent) 
16 Sub-Assistant Kui goons (temporary) 

l Sole 1 B'Mk! ant Surgeon (temporary) 


1 ICntomologiKt, Bengal Public Health 
Department. 


8 Surveyors 


1 Assistant Surgeon (temporary) 


3 Sub- Assistant Surgeons (temporal y) ... 


2 Surveyors 

Kala-azar. 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health, 
Kala-azar Suivey. 


Nature op work. 

An assistant to the Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Malaria. The special duty 
of this ABsintaut Surgeon is to supervise 
the work earned on locally by the sub- 
assistant surgeons in certain selected 
malarial tracts in Bengal outside Calcutta. 
Spleen census and blood lilms are taken 
of the* inhabitants of these places and 
quinine is distributed to them. 

These two Assistant Surgeons are also 
assistants to the Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Malaria. They aie in 
charge of the malarial survey started in 
the environs of Cajputta. 

They are assistant to the four Assistant 
Surgeons mentioned above and work 
undei their directions. 

He is detailed to investigate malaria, for 
the present in the distiict of Burdvvan, 
on the lines formulated by Sir Leonard 
Rogers. 

lie does the the entomological work of the 
Public Health Department at the Mala- 
ria Research Laboratory. 

Their duties are to' survey the malaria* 
affected parts of the environs of Calcutta 
and draw up maps with special reference 
to dohas , insanitary tanks, heel « and 

spleen indices. 

He is placed in immediate charge of the 
malaria observatory staited at Sonarpur 
(24-Pargttnas) with funds given by 
private benevolence. 

They are all assistants to the Assistant 
Surgeon at Sonarpur One is in charge 
of the outdoor dispensary opened at the 
place and the two others tour round the 
\ Binges from house to house attending 
tt) the cases of malaria repoi ted to them 
with the ultimate view of detecting the 
real causes of the fever. 

Their duties are to survey the malaria- 
affected parts aud draw up maps of the 
places. 


Inspection of those parts of Bengal which 
are suspected of being infected with 
Kala-azar, investigation into the causea 
of the disease and ascertaining the 
methods of their prevention. 
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l)ESl 9 NATION. 

3 Su b- Assistant Surgeous (temporary) 


V accination and Vital Statistics. 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health, 
Vaccination and Vital Statistics. 

118 Assistant Superintendents of Vaccina- 
tion. 

I Superintendent, Bengal Vaccine Depot. 


6 Depot. Assistants 


If.duxtruil Hygiene 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health 


School Hygiene 

1 Assistant Director of Public Htalth on 
School Medical Inspection. 

1 Assistant Surgeon 

l Medical Inspectress of Schools 


*1 Assistant Director of Pubic Health 
Presidency Circle 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health. 

Dacca Circle 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health, 

Kajshalii Circle. 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health, 

Burdwau Circle. 


Sanitary lns/tectori Training Class. 

1 Teacher of Hygiene 


Nature of work. 

They are nil assistants to the Assistant 
Di recto i of Public Health for Kalu-aaar 
and work under his direction. 


Control and adiuiuistiation of the vaccina- 
tion work in Bengal. * 

Inspection of woi k in the different dis- 
tricts of Bengal 

Olliccr in charge of the Vaccine Depot at 
Intally under the Assistant Directo* of 
Public Health foi Vaccination and Vital 
Statistic* supervises the manufactuie 
and distribution ot vuc< »ue lymph 
throughout Bengal. 

The\ are detailed for the spocial work of 
manufacturing vaccine l>mpli at the 
Vaccine Depflt at Intally 


Inspection of the various mills and fac- 
tories with a view to improve the con- 
ditions of the working population in 
regard to their physical welfare. 


1 nsjiectmg of flic schools in Bengal w'ith 
the view' to promote the h< alth conditions 
of the school hoys. 

Assistant to the Assistant Director of 
Public Health for Nehoo) # llypine. 

Inspection of the (»iilV {schools in Bengal 
with the object of improving the physical 
welfare of the school girls 

'j They are the local Assistant Di lectors of 
Public Health, in charge ol the futir 
divisional public health centres. Their 
main duties are the inspection of the 
}■ municipalities with a view to help them 
| with HiiggcstioriB for improvement. 
I • The}* watch the occurrence and spread 
I of epidemics and help the local bodies 
J in combating them. 


He is an assistant surgeon and placed in 
• charge of the Sanitary Inspectors’ 
Training Class which is conducted under 
the Bengal Public Health Department. 
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Designation. Nature of work. 

Public Health Laboratory. 

1 Director, Public Health Laboiatory, Analysis of water and food-stuff* received 
Bengal. fiom the local ^authorities from all partfl 

of Bengal. He is also the Public Analyst 
for Western Bengal. 


8 Assistant Analysts 


Inspector, Septic Tank Installations 


1 Travelling Demonstrator for Public 
Health Publicity Work. 

Engineering Branch. 

Chief Engineer, Public Health Departmei 
Bengal. 


3 Executive Engineers and ] Assista 
Engineer. 


Five of the assistant Analysts are 
chemists and three are bacteriologists. 
They ai e all Assistants to the Director 
of the Laboratory. 

Six assistant analysts are posted to the 
main laboratory aL Calcutta and two are 
posted to the Branch Laboratory at 
Dacca. The Senior Chemist is placed in 
charge of the Dacca Laboratory. He 
has been uppomted to he toe Public 
Analyst for the Dacca and Chittagong 
Divisions. 

Inspection of the Septic tanks installed at 
the various mills and presses in Calcutta 
and in the areas in the vicinity of 
Calcutta. 

He is detailed to tour throughout the 
province of Bengal for Publicity Work. 
He organises meetings in different 
localities and delivers lectures on by giene 
to the people of the locality assembled 
there with magic lantern demonstrations. 

, General Administration oi the Department 
(Engineering). 

He is an Expert Adviser of the Public 
Health Board, and of the local Govern- 
ment on all matters relating to sanitary 
engineering. 

t The whole province is at present divided 
into 4 divisions and the three* Executive 
Engineers and one assistant Engineer 
have been placed in charge of them. 
They prepare sketch and detailed pro- 
jects, contract drawings, specifications, 
etc.^ for water-supply, drainage and 
sewerage when asked by the Municipa- 
lities or District Boards within their 
respective jurisdiction. The projects 
w hen sanctioned are also executed under 
their supervision They inspect the 
existing sanitary works (waterworks and 
drainage) in their divisions and submit 
recommendations for their improvement. 
They advise the Municipalities and 
District Boards on all works relating to 
Sanitary Engineering. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (*»i) of unstarred question 
No. 80, showing the grants sanctioned for the various miter supply 
drainage and sewerage .schemes and expenditure on the anti-malanal 
works during 1919 , 1920 and 1921. 




Govkunmrnt Uhani 

• 

Name or wohc. 


j 



t»i». 

! IW0 

1 

IV VI 

Budge Budge Flood Flush Its. 

(Drainage). • 

Its. 

Km. 

Mymanaingh waterwoika 

i 

9,500 


Improvement. 

1 50,O»K) 

I 

20, < 00 


Noakhali water supply ... 

j 21,000 




Dacca Sewerage 

3,00,000 

2,20,000 

3,25,000 

Midnapore water supply 

1,73.000 

50,000 



Nator ditto 

3.997 

50,000 ] 


j 

Kri'huagnr ditto # 

1 1 .23.000 j 


31,800 

Hajhaii ditto ... 

4,0 K) 



Bind wan (into 


25.000 | 

1 79,384 

Kurseong Sewerage ... 

30,000 

24,000 J 

1 

+ 

Jungip ir anti-malarial works 

H,0H5 

5,219 | 

i 

9,919 

McenjJas ditto 

1 4,090 



Singaram ditto ... 

965 

• 

i 

73 1 


Total 

7,70,137 j 

3,53,792 

4,46, 102 


Expenditure on Blague and other epidemics including the cost of the special staff. 


Its. 

65,84G 

129.268 

88,395 


1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 
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Female waiting room at Karnapur on KhuJna-Bagerhat railway. 

81. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in (‘barge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that there is inconvenience felt by the public 
owing to there being no female waiting-room at Karnapur station 
(Eastern Bengal Railway) ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that several petitions 
have been sent to the District Traffic Superintendent, Central Section, 
and Traffic Manager, Eastern Bengal Railway, on the subject? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (h) No. 

(r) No, but the attention of the Railway management will be in- 
vited to the alleged inconvenience. 


Dacca-Aricha Railway. 

82. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Departmehr of Public Works 
be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken on the report of 
the Committee appointed to investigate the feasibility of the construc- 
tion of the Dacca-Aricha Railway ? 

(b) Have the Government submitted to the Government of India 
any recommendations urging the advisability of the said railway con- 
traction fl 

(r) If so, will the TTon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay a copy of 
the letter on the table? 

(d) When were those recommendations submitted to the Govern- 
ment of India? 

(e) What reply, if any, has l>een received? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: ( a ) The report was forwarded to the Railway Depart- 
ment of the Government of India in March, 1922, and they were invited 
to express an opinion in regard to the advisability of constructing a 
railway on the route recommended by a majority of the members of the 
Committee. 

(b), (c) and ((/) No. 

(e) The views of the Government of India have not yet been received. 
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Chakdighi regulator and 8hergarh Channel. 

83. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the l)e}»artment of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether he is aware that the jreople of Shergarh ami the neighbouring 
villages in the thana .lainalpur in the district of Burdwun, slitter loss 
annually on account of the heading up of water in the Uhakdighi regu- 
lator ? 

(b) Has the attention of the (ioverninent been drawn to the condi- 
tion of the Shergarh channel which was (‘(instructed to drain oft the 
water of the Chakdighi regulator to the Kami Damodar but which has 
now’ silted up, and*requ]ies re-exeavation 

(r) Are the Government aware that on the 13th September, 1901, 
in a letter to Rajani Kanto Banerjee and otlieis the Executive Engineer, 
Northern Drainage and Embankment Division, promised to take up 
the cleaning of the Shergarh channel as soon as funds were available ? 

(d) Will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
expenditure has been incurred since the construction of the drainage 
channel for removing silt ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (,/) # No report of such damage has readied Government. 

( I/) The Shergarh Uhanriel has, it is reported, silted up very little 
since its construction m 1S99 * 

t r) Yes, it was stated in repl\ to Rajani Kanta Bniragi (not 
Baneijee) that measures will In* taken to widen tin* Sheigarh Drainage 
rhannel as soon as funds an* available, but it was subsequently found 
that the situation would be aiupK met In the construction of a sluice 
on the old Shergarh Channel A sluice was built in 190b at a cost of 
Rs. 1,093 and has been working satisfactorily in conjunction with the 
Chakdighi Regulator in the Kami Dainodar. 

{(1) No expenditure has been incurred since tin* construction of the 
sluice, in silt clearance, as this has not been found necessary. 

83-A. Mr. BUOYPROSAD SI^CH ROY: Will the IXon’ble the 

Member in charge be pleased to order an investigation and then come 
to the conclusion whether any improvement is necessary? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The matter is not of such importance at the present 
moment as to require investigation ; # but 1 shall take such departmental 
action as I think necessary. 
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8ub-registry office at Fakirhat. 

84. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) Is theHon'ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware of a 
public demand for a sub-registry at Fakirhat thana in Khulna? 

(/>) Are the Government considering the desirability of calling for 
a report from the Collector of Khulna? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The people of Fakirhat desire 
to have a local registration office. 

(h) Government have recently obtained a report from the Collector 
of Khulna. A registration office at Fakirhat would not be self-support- 
ing and Government are not prepared to incur new expenditure on 
this account at present. 


Travelling allowances of Assistant Inspectors of 8chools. 

85. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR : Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing separately, together with their pay, 
the amount of travelling allowance drawn bv each of the Assistant 
Inspectors of Schools during the years 1920-21 and 1921-22? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 
statement which is laid on the Library table in connection with a 
similar question asked by Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


Government Bill. 

The Bengal Village-Chaukidari (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON:! move that the Bengal 
Village-Chaukidari (Amendment') Bill, 1922, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of Mr. -T. Donald, Mi. Bijovprosad Singh Roy Babu 
Nalini Nath Roy, Babu Annada Charnn Dutta, Nawabzada K. M. Afzal, 
Khan Bahadur, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed, 
Mr. W. L. Travers, Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri and myself, 
with instructions to submit their report in time for its consideration at 
the August session of the Council. 

At this stage, the discussion is confined to the priciple of the Bill. 
As Sir Henry Wheeler explained, in introducing the Bill, the sole prin- 
ciple of this Bill is to assimilate the Chaukiduri Act in two respects to 
the Village Self-Government Act. Government had hoped that the 
Village Self-Government Act, would be fairly quickly extended through- 
out the counfry as each district became ready for it. Unfortunately, 
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owing to various causes, of which 11 on -co-ope ration is the rheif, the exten- 
sion of the Village Self-Government Act has been greatly retarded, and 
it has become necessary to face the fact that the Chuukidnri Act will 
remain governing the rural police for some tune to come in many dis- 
tricts. It was therefore considered desirable to bring the Chaukidari 
Act up to date in these two particulars: the first removes the maxi- 
mum limit to the pay of chaukidars and the second raises the maxi- 
mum limit of the tax on any individual. The Bill has been circulated 
for opinion, and although there are some differences of opinion as to 
whether there should be a maximum for the pay of chaukidars, there 
is practically no difference of opinion that owiug to the alteration of 
the economic circumstances, it is necessan to amend section 12 of the 
Chaukidari Act. As regards section lb, there is also practical unani- 
mity that Home alteration is required. 

The various suggestions which have been made will be considered 
in the Select Committee, f inav explain that we lune recently had 
occasion to consult our District Officer in a separate connection with 
regard to chaukidaii matters and the lejmrts we have received from 
all show that tlm\ aie full v alive to I he nndesn abilit \ of raising lurgelv 
or generally the chaukidari tax and to the necessitv, where it is advis- 
able to raise the chaukidars' wage, of seeing to the utmost that is pos- 
sible that the moiiex should be provided bv reducing the numbers of the 
chaukidars. The passage of tin* Bill does not involve an\ large or general 
increase of the chaukidaii tax. I would ask tin* Council to pass the 
motion to refer this Bill to the Select Committee? 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 haw* discussed 
the principles of the Bill which is a ven short one, and which, 1 submit, 
lias mifHirtant hearings. 1 am glad that the authors of the Bill seek 
to raise the status of the <h»ukidars. If I remember aright, in the 
year 1800, the ehatikidar was viewed as a peculiar institution in himself 
in the village life. In 1S70, when Act VI was passed, His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal thought that the ehaukidui was 
u beast of burden and a menial and his view was that it was neces- 
sary to raise his status; at the same time the prim ipal that was in 
force at the time, the appointment of chaukidars by the Banchayet was 
viewed with disfavour, and the power to appoint them was given to 
the Magistrate; that was not so in the <^ld regulation laws. However, 
the change was made because that was the view’ also in the other pro- 
vinces. Now* this Bill enunciates the very same principle, namely the 
appointment of chaukidars by the Magistrate; this will give' rise to a 
difference of opinion. If the appointment were left to the discretion of 
the Tanchayet, that would have been of some solac e tp them, hut 1 am 
not in a position to go further into the^question now because, since the 
venr 1870, the appointment has lieen left to the discretion of the 
magistrates. I do not approve of such a procedure. 


in 
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The other principle involved in the Bill is the pay of the chaukidar. 
Jf you give him a proper status, you must increase his pay; if you do 
not do that, you will put matters in a difficult position. Looking at the 
economic condition of the village life, it is necessary that their pay 
should be increased. But the question which should be the chief item 
of consideration with the Select Committee is this. Supposing that 
you increase the pay of the chaukidars, how is the cost to be met? 
Now, let me submit to the Council that there is considerable discontent 
in the village on account of the increase of Union and chaukidari rates. 
If they be further increased, 1 am sure it will meet with resistance by 
the villagers; consequently, it will be a matter for the Select Com- 
mittee to solve this problem. The Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson has given 
us an idea that the number of chaukidars may perhaps have to be 
decreased. That is a question which T leave to the Select Committee 
to consider, but it is a principle which should be thoroughly discussed 
by them. I am led to think that if the number of chaukidars be 
decreased, that will not be of advantage to us, because we want a larger 
number of chaukidars in the villages. I need not diesuss this at this 
stage, because it is a well-known fact that dacoities and robberies are 
committed almost daily in the mufassal, specially in the ruarl portions 
of the districts. A larger number of chaukidars is necessary for the 
preservation of peace and order in the villages. These, Sir, are the twd 
principles of the Bill, which, ] submit, the Selecr Committee should 
thoroughly go into and consider. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 am very glad that Government 
have thought it fit to raise the pay of the chaukidars, hut 1 am really 
sorry to find that objections have been submitted to this provision by 
some of the local authorities. In 1870, the minimum wage of a 
labourer was Us. 2 j>er month and the maximum was Us. 6, but 
circumstances have materially altered since that year. The price of 
paddy in that year was, 1 think, not more than 8 annas per maund, 
whereas the prices of all food-grains and other necessaries of life have 
now considerably increased, and therefore, T am of opinion that Govern- 
ment will be justified in increasing the pay of the chaukidars. The 
wages of day labourers now range from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 per month 
in the mufassal, and therefore it would be most iniquitous if the pay of 
the chaukidars is only Rs. G ]>er month. It may he argued that the 
chaukidars have not to work throughout the day and night, hut I beg 
to submit, that in order to preserve the life and property of the villagers, 
it is absolutely necessary that the chaukidars should devote the whole 
of their time to their work. T also find that the selection of the chauki- 
dars was entrusted to the magistrates only. Tt appears from the Bill 
that magistrates in making the ^elections shall now have to consult the 
Panohavets. This is a move in the right direction. Tt also appears 
that it is proposed to increase the taxes from the maximum of Ue. 1 
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to Re. 2 per month. This is objected to on several grounds, and I con- 
sider them to be quite reasonable, because it is a direct form of taxa- 
tion, and this form of taxation is highly objected to by the people at 
large. »So I think the salaries of the chaukidars should be paid not 
by the villagers but by the Government because it is the primary duty 
of the Government to protect the life and proj>erty of the | ample and 
specially of the poor villagers and cultivators. It may be asked : u Where 
is the money to come from?” Sir, it was only the other day that 
on the suggestion of the Government, we have raised the rate of stamp 
dutv on leases bv 50 per cent, we lnne also increased the rate of 
court-fees on rent suits by 50 per cent. Therefore, 1 think I am 
justified in suggesting that the cost should lx* met not bv the poor 
villagers and cultivators but by the Government. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: I fully share the view which has been 
expressed by my friend Mr. Addy that there is necessity for increasing 
the salary of chaukidars. At tin' same time T cannot understand why 
the tax upon the villagers should la* doubled from lie. 1 to Its. 2. 
As a matter of fact a clmukidar has a two-fold character. Tie keeps 
wateli in the village and. as such, is paid by tin* villagers. Tie also 
assists the fxdice officers in inquiries in reportng and detecting crimes. 
The village chaukidur is to all intents and purposes not a whole-time 
man. and. so far as the village watch is concerned, lie has to do that 
duty at night, n iff 1 so far ns his police duties are concerned, T think 
it is very reasonable that Government should pay him out of the general 
Exchequer like the memliers of tin* Regular Police Force. As far ns 
the Calcutta Police Force are concerned they are maintained and paid 
out of the general revenue and 1 six* no reason whv, for assisting the 
police, the villagers themsehes should be called upon to contribute 
wholly to the maintenance of the village chaukidars. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I approve of the principle 
of the Bill and 1 supfKirt the introduction of the Bill. But there is one 
point that strikes me. The whole cost is going to be met by the people, 
the taxation will lx* increased and, therefore, 1 fail to understand why 
this rather tardy recognition of the rights of the people has been 
made in the Bill in the xhn]>e of consultation and the consideration of 
the views of the Panehavets only by the District Magistrate before he 
fixes the salary of the chaukidars. Why should it not be left to the 
Panohayet to fix the salarv? I fail to*understand this point specially 
in these reformed davs when popular Government is the declared 
policy. I think this seems rather antagonistic to the present jxdicy of the 
Government and I hope that the point will he fully considered bv the 
Select Committee. Tn the Bill it is laid down that the District Magis- 
trate will only consider the views of the village Panehavets hut the 
salary is to be fixed by him although # the salary will lie met by taxing 
the local people. 


10a 
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Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: In villages, the chaukidars are 
apjKjiiited to watch at night, but as a matter of fact they seldom do it. 
Their time is employed in running on errands for police officers, doing 
service in the house of these officers, and doing many other things which 
the police want them to do. If they do all these things during the day, it 
is not possible that they can sj>end a night in watching over the lives and 
‘properties of the villagers. That is the reason why I am asking 
that if the Select Committee is appointed, they should take into con- 
sideration this point, specially in view of the fact that the salary of the 
chaukidars is to be met by money taxed from the public. At the 
same time, if Government or the Police Department want to employ them, 
they ought to pay a share of the salary of the chaukidars. That is the 
reason why T say that there should be some chaukidars who should be 
employed for doing service for the police, while others would be wholly 
employed for keeping watch in the villages at night. All these things 
ought to be considered bv the Select Committee. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 feel that this 
doubling of the ehaukidari tax is very inopportune. It is well-known 
that in several districts people refuse to pay the present low rate of 

the ehaukidaii tax. Is it wise to double the ehaukidari tax at this 

time ? I doubt its wisdom. Sir, this is not an easy matter. 1 quite 
concede that the village chaukidars should be recruited and organised 
on a better scab 1 . 1 quite recognise that it is not right, as some of my 
friends think, that the Magistrate should have no concern with them 
whatsoever. Nor do 1 agree with those gentlemen who consider that 
the Government should pay a part of the cost. My reason is this, that 
Government is not a \>erson who will pay from his own pocket. 

Government will have to tax the people for it and therefore it is simply 

taxing the people in another form. It is much better that the people 
should pay direct for the ehaukidari tax than they should pay indirectly 
with an expensive machinery for collection of the taxes, say, road-cess, 
tax. Therefore l do not agree that the Government should pay a part of 
the expenditure. But still the great question remains: should the 
ehaukidari tax he doubled? My friends here have mentioned to you 
that a chaukidar does very little work as a watchman. His only duty — 
so far as I am aware, I know something about it — is to report murders 
and other cases to the police and then bring the police to the village 
and a regular <jo1 mol goes on." That is the only work. He does not do 
the work of watch and ward as he is required to do. Therefore, Sir, so 
long he has done the work at a salary which nobody has considered 
insufficient so long and you have not received any representation from 
the chaukidars that they cannot work on their salary, why should you 
be so generous to them and double the tax on the people? I say, Sir, 
those gentlemen here who were^glibly acquiescing in the doubling of 
the tax probably have not to pay themselves. I have to pay something 
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of it and I hope every man who owns lands in the imifassal will have to 
pay for this little Bill. It is no question whether I pay or not, hut the 
question is this; are you going to disturb a hornet’s nest and raise a 
storm among: the people who refuse to pay a double tax? 1 therefore 
request that this matter be carefully considered before it is passed. 

Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: I am sorry I cannot welcome thee 
present Bill which is under consideration for more reasons than one. 
The introduction of the Bill and its passing' by this ('ouneil mean taxa- 
tion on the villagers; and taxation tor what purpose? To maintain 
a host of persons who ait* often engaged to perform the menial duties 
of the thana officers. 1 hope I shall not be misunderstood when 1 suv 
that they are more private servants of the local police officers than 
servants of the public. Sir, the blue uniform of chaukidars with their 
blue puyrut signifies the advent of the tlamt/a in the village and they 
are more public Piasters than public servants. To tax the people to 
maintain such a class of persons is a cruel thing and we should not give 
our assent to if . 

Secondly, Sir, upait from the grounds which have been urged with 
regard to the private service done to local police officers, chaukidars are 
often engaged to help Government. In tact they aie Govcrnmcqt 
servants on a minatme scale. It is one of their duties to report crimes 
and to be present at the thanas twice a week and they me more useful 
to the Government for the geneial administrative purpose than to the 
people for guarding their lives and properties during the night. And 
as such it is highly desirable that the < ost of maintaining these persons 
should at least be partially borne 1>\ Government. As the Bill is now 
being reteired to tin* Select romnuttee, my submission is that the inein- 
Ikun will kindly consider this fact and that the Bill may be translated 
into an Act with the clause lelatmg to t lie increment of th^ tax ls*mg 
left out. With these few remit! ks 1 beg (o resume m\ seat. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I find there is a 
considerable misapprehension with legaid to fhe leal intention for the 
amendment of the Act. It lias been said again and again that the 
chaukidari tax is going to be doubled as the maximum is going to be 
raised. I would try to clear the misapprehension. At present the 
maximum is lls. 12 and theie are people in the villages whose circum- 
stances varv to a great extent. There i# the landlord and there is the 
tenant. If the landlord cannot be made to pay more than Its. 12, the 
balance is to be paid by the ruiyats which would be an injustice. So it 
is intended that the maximum should he raised. Take, for instance 
if Its. GO are to he paid by the villagers at present, Its. 12 is paid hy 
tlie landlord and Its. 48 by the tenants, but it is intended in this Bill 
that in such a case landlords may hav#to pay Its. 24 and the rest will 
be paid by the tenants. That is a move in the right direction that is 
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to say, that the man who is able to pay will pay a greater share and so 
the burden of the poor will be lightened. That is the real intention of 
the Bill. It is not intended that the tax should be doubled. 

In the second place, it is contended that these chaukidars are more 
useful and serviceable to the thana officers than to the public. Of 
course in our younger days it was so, but at present things have 
improved much more and we scarcely find any ehaukidar going to the 
thana and spending his days there. On the contrary, he is useful in the 
village but one thing cannot be gainsaid and it is this that when the 
police officers go to the village they require some service from the 
chaukidars. but that is reasonable because the police officer is a new 
man to the village. That is one reason why it is said that the chauki- 
dars are the servants of the police officers but I* strongly object to 
that statement. 

With regard to the point whether the pay of the ^chaukidars should 
be borne by Government or by the villagers, I will say that there is a 
considerable force in the argument that when the chaukidars as a 
matter of fact form part of the police force in Bengal, Government should 
bear the cost. And there is another thing that I would mention that in 
municipal areas the rate-payers had to bear the cost of the police, but 
so far as t he urban police is concerned the rate-payers have been lelicv- 
ed of their part of the cost. So there is no reason why the burden of the 
villagers should not also be a little lightened by Gorernment. For that 
reason 1 think that a part of the cost should be borne by Government. 

As the duties of, the chaukidars are being done at present, I would 
say that there is no concentiated opinion in the village. If one party 
was to criticise the duties of the ehaukidar another party 
takes up his case. But when there is a Union Board we% can expect 
that there would be a constituted authority and they will be able to 
exact work from the chaukidars. But now as the circumstances have 
changed and the cost of living has gone up it is only fair that the pay 
of the chaukidars should be increased. At the same time in order to 
meet greater expenditure there should be a little more taxation, but here 
I think that by reason of raising the maximum, the burden is likely to 
fall on the richer people and the poor people will not have to suffer. 
In this respect 1 think that there is a considerable improvement in the 
existing Chaukidari Act and it should receive the support of the Council 
and that it should go to the Select Committee so that all these points 
may be considered and settled there. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I would like to reserve 

my remarks on the important question of village-watch till my reso- 
lution on the amendment of the Village Self-Government Act comes up 
for discussion. At present I \$ill confine myself to one or two parti- 
cular points. 
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In the first place, I would surest that when the Bill goes to the 
Select Committee, the Select Committee should seriously consider 
whether they can return to the lines of the Act of 1870. The present 
Village Chaukidari Act is after all a piece of reactionary legislation and 
if it is again on the anvil for amendment the Select Committee should 
take good care to see if they can improve it by introducing the provisions 
of Act. VI of 1870. They will see that the Pnnchayet had more powers 
and a higher status under the Act of 1870 than under the Act of 189£. 

Then, there is another point pertinently raised by Rui Bahadur 
Jogendra Chunder (those as to why the Government should contribute 
towards the cost of maintenance ot these ehaukidnrs. I think that 
greater authorities than the Kai Bahadur, more closely acquainted with 
the Police Dejmrti^ent , have suggested that under certain conditions the 
whole cost of the village police should be borne by the provincial 
Government. Mr. Hughes Puller, the late Inspector-General of 
Police, suggested that if the police he departmentalised, then the 
villagers should not bear the whole cost. This was also recognised, so 
far as I remember, by the Police Committee. I would, therefore, 
request the Select Committee to consider this matter, n whether the 
Government should bear the increased charges for village police, very 
carefully. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Of all the unpopular taxes in 
this province, the chaukidari tax is the most unpopular and I regret 
that it is proposed to increase this direct taxation on the jk>oi*. The 
places, in which the Village Self-Government Act have been introduced, 
have given sufficient indication of the wav in w]iich an increase in this 
direct taxation is viewed by the people* and 1 hope that Government 
will take notice of this attitude of the people and think twice before 
launching on any further increase in the areas where the Village Self- 
Government Act has not yet been introduced. The chaukidar is un- 
fortunately the servant of every person in authority wlio happens to 
pass through his village and though he is not a whole-time servant, it 
is sometimes very difficult to know whose servant he is. Again, he is 
the most unpopular servant of the Crown in the village and it is neces- 
sary, as some members have s^id, and as Government is also aware, that 
his pay should he increased. But many President, Panchayets and 
many people who have experience of the wu>rk of these chaukidars have 
assured me that they can safely increase the pay of these chaukidars by 
diminishing their number without nicreasing the eh auk id an, tax, I 
would seriously suggest this method to the Select Committee: If this 
tax had been proposed to improve the conditions of the villagers, to 
improve their sanitation, to improve waterways and tanks, something 
might have been said in favour of this increase. But nothing out of 
this tax is to be spent towards these. It is to be spent merely to 
increase establishment charges and I am afraid the people will not tole- 
rate it. 
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Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: I, for myself, cannot welcome 
his Chaukidari Bill which has been introduced in this Council. My 
eason is the same as has been previously stated by some former speak- 
rs that it means further taxation on the poor people of the village. 
Vitli all due deference to my friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimud- 
in Ahmed, when he said that the maximum tax of the village will fall 
[pon the zamindars and the minimum upon the tenants, I would say, 
orning as I do from the mufassal, that the zamindars will not have to 
ay much. The assessment is made by the Canchayets in consultation 
,’itli the Subdivisional Officer and the Nubdivisional Officer often signs 
Dintevei is brought before him by the Banchayets. 1 know particular- 
y well that the zamindars are exempted from paying chaukidari tux and 
he share of the burden falls upon the poor people in every case. My 
dea is that when the Onion Board is established these ehaukidars 
hould be employed with an enhanced pay as whole-time servants, but 
n an) case the chaukidari tax should be as it is. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI : I have got only 
me word to say. I do not understand why there should be so much 
►pposition to the introduction of this measure. I think this measure 
s considerably overdue and it is only bare justice That the ehaukidars 
iay should be raised above Its. (I. That salary was fixed in 1870, and 
o-dav we are not living like we did in 1870. The cost of living since 
Old has increased 100 percent. Therefore, I think, the minimum pay 
>f the ehaukidars should be its. 12. The question of* salary should not 
>e left to the discretion of the village Bnnehayet or the local officer. 

There is another point. Of course the increase in taxation is a 
orollais to the increase in the salary of ehaukidars. It follows natural- 
y, It does not matte! much who pa\s the money. The jxmr chauki- 
lars work hauler than the District Board rhapmsts whose pay is above 
ts. 8. He spends sleepless nights in protecting the lives and proper- 
ies of the viflagers and it is onh hare justice that he should have a 
lving wage. 1 am sure the Select Oommitfee will remember it. 
dy suggestion is, that their minimum salary should be Its. 12 and that 
t should not be left to the discretion of the President Panehayet or the 
iKul officers. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali. His speech, 
ranslated, is as follows: — It is promised to refer the Village Chauki- 
lari (Amendment) Bill to a Select Committee, albeit our vehement 
ippositi^i against this measure. * 1 am sure our efforts will be in vain, 
lut I should like to say a few words to the members of the Select Com- 
nittee and I hojie that they will listen to me carefully. 

I was t he President of the Chaukidari Union for over 15 years, and 
am also the President of the Union Board at present. I must con- 
ess that I have thus acquired a great deal of experience in these chauki- 
lari affairs. f 
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I watch very carefully the affairs of rnv Union anil the Union of 
the Tipjiera district. The chaukidars and the daffadurs, usually get Rs. 5 
and Rs. 6, resj actively, as their monthly salaries. This allowance, I 
feel bound to say, is quite adequate, as they are not whole-time ser- 
vants. On the contrary, the chaukidars live upon other sources of 
income, as, for example, agriculture and other industrial occupations. 
In other words, it means that the salary which they get is over and 
above their ordinary source of income. # 

They have to watch at night, but, rightly speaking, they lack in 
the performance of this duty considerably. The reason is not far to 
seek. After a full day’s hard labour, either in the field or elsewhere 
in their other avocation, they naturally become tired and the 
inevitable consequence is that they lose their energy to keep up at 
night, which a chaukidar or a daffadar is supposed to do. Thus it is 
seen that they are chaukidars and daffadars m name only, and their 
casual attendance before the tliana officer^ is a part and parcel of their 
duties only. It does not matter at all whether they keep up at night 
oi not, but if they could dance attendance on the tliana officers, their 
purpose is served. I do not, therefore, think for one single moment 
that it is at any rate desirable or projier to realise taxes from the poor 
on this account. 

The cost of maintaining the chaukidar according to the pledge given 
hv Lord Cornwallis under Regulation 7 of 1797 is payable out ot the 
proceeds of the Stifmp Duty. Under these circumstances, 1 do not 
wish to enter into discussion on this score afresh. Sir, whenever there 
is a vacancy, heaps of people flock round as candidates for the same, 
and if I am permitted to say so, they do not even hesitate to resort to 
unfair means with a view to achieving their ends. 1, therefore, 
strongly ojq»ose any increase of their j»ay and have every reason to trust 
that the Select Committee, when considering this measure, will attach 
due mijiortanee to my observations. 

I have no desire to say anything on other matters relating to this 
Bill, because several Union Boards have been, and are still being, estab- 
lished in various places under the Village Local Self-Government Act. 
So far as section 21 of that Act* is concerned, it is unnecessary for me 
to discuss it at present. 

Before I resume my seat, I would once again ask the members to 
see that no increase is given to the maximum pay which has already 
been fixed for the chaukidars and daffadars. 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HUSSAIN: The only provision 
which it is proposed to be made is that the pay of the chaukidars should 
be fixed in consultation with the Panchavets. This means, Sir, that 
the pay of the chaukidars will tie increased and the net result will be 
the increased taxation and consequent increased burden on the people. 
Well, I do not deny that the chaukidars deserve some increment of pay. 
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The villagers are in a bad plight. They are already groaning under 
the heavy burden of debt. It is not justifiable to increase their bur- 
den any further. The chaukidars are a part of the police force of the 
country and as it is the primary duty of Government to maintain law 
and order with the help of the chaukidars, I think Government should 
pay them. In municipal areas in the mufassal, the town police is paid 
by Government from the general revenue, the Calcutta Police is paid 
t)y the Government from the Government funds. These chaukidars 
]K*rform exactly the same duties as the town police. If you pay for the 
town police, why will you not ]>ay for the village police? Are the vil- 
lagers richer and wealthier than the dwellers of the town of Calcutta? 
If the' answer is in the negative, then, why in the name of justice and 
fair-play you refuse to maintain youi village chaukidars. The reason 
can only be that villagers failed to represent their views on the 
executive. 

In the earlier days the State used to maintain the chaukidars bv 
assignment of lands and these lands came to be known as chaukidaii 
chakuni lands. From time immemorial even during the Moslem admin- 
istration, the chaukidars used to enjoy the lands rent-free and in lieu 
thereof used to }x*rform the police duties, but in an evil moment the 
Government thought otherwise. They resumed the rhakran lands and 
made them over to zamindars and the people were burdened with the 
maintenance of the chaukidars. Tin* net result of the resumption of 
chaukidari lands is that while the zamindars and big landlords make 
enormous profits, the poor raiyats are sucked for the maintenance of 
the chaukidars. The chaukidari lands were not settled on the principle 
of eom]>etitive rent, but on the system of prevailing rent, that is to sai, 
on the basis of the lent which was fixed dt) or 40 years ago. If at that 
time the chaukidari lands had been settled on the basis of comj>etitive 
rent, further incomes would have been derived and half of the income 
would! have been available for the maintenance of chaukidars. Not 
only that the injustice is glaring. The zamindars after the resumption 
of these chaukidari lands settled them with the raiyats and they got 
heaps of money by way of nazar or premium. The thing is this that 
by virtue of the provisions of the present Chaukidari Act half the rent 
is paid to the chaukidari fund, but the premium which the landlords 
got by settling the chaukidari land was not available for the mainte- 
nance of the chaukidars which was entirely appropriated by them. I 
have found that Government , settled some lands at Rs. 2 per bigha, but 
the zamindars put the lands to auction and settled with the highest 
bidder for Rs. 4, Rs. 5 or Rs. (5 ]>er bigha. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu 8urendra Nath Ray): You can- 
not go into all these details. 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADAS8UR HUSSAIN: I say that Govern- 
ment by alienating the chaukidari chakran lands made over the resources 
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to the zamindars and so the people have been deprived of that part 
of revenue which the zamindars are now enjoying. I think the law 
must be changed, or at least Government should pay, or the landlords 
should be made to pay for the maintenance of the cliaukidars. I make 
this suggestion with a view to its being considered by the Select Com- 
mittee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I will not detain the Council 

long as I gather that there is no opposition to the commitment of this 
Bill to the Select Committee. There are only three points 1 should like 
to touch briefly on. The first is that we do not projtose to revise the 
Chaukidari Act. Many proposals have been made in the course of the 
speeches suggesting that the Aet should be amended in this and that 
particular. The reason for our not taking up the general amendment 
of the Act is that we have provided for the management of cliaukidars 
under the Village Self-Government Act, and we still trust, pace 
Mr. Butt, that the Village Self-Government Act will spread rapidly 
throughout the country and take charge of the cliaukidars. The second 
point is that the Bill is not a Bill to raise the pay of the cliaukidars. 
It is a Bill to remove the bar to the raising of the pay in districts 
where that raising is considered to be necessary. The third jniint is 
that the Bill is not a Bill to raise or double the tax. As 1 have already 
said, I am in hopes that the tax will not be substantially increased. 
The second provision of the Bill does provide for the raising or doubling 
of the maximum taxation on any individual. It does not necessarily 
follow that a zamindar who now pays Hs. 12 will have to pay Us. 24. 
The importance I attach to the question of th£ maximum is that the 
maximum has a tendency to govern the other assessments, if the maxi- 
mum is low, the whole scale is low and the numlior of assessees there- 
fore high and the [>oor are roped in; if we raise our maximum, the jKKir 
people will have a chance to escape t he taxation. • 

I would therefore, ask the (’-ounril to accept the motion that the Bill 
be referred to Select Committee. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Wednesday, the 6th 
July, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcuttji. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 5th July, 1922, at 3 i\m. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Ilon’ble the four Members of 
the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 104 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Oath. 

Lieutenant-Colonel It. P. Wilson, i.m.s., took an oath of his 
allegiance to the Crown. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Reorganisation scheme of sub-registrars and 
district sub-registrars. 

*XLII I. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the 
Tfon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state when the reorganisation scheme, so far as the sub- 
registrars and district registrars are concerned, will be taken up? 

(It) Is the, Ilon’ble the Minister aware of a feeding of discontent 
among these officers owing to their pay and prospects? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION: (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): {a) A schc one for revising the pay of the 
sub-registrars and to some extent reorganising the Department has been 
approved by Government and provisions for the expenditure will be made 
in the August supplementary schedules. 

(b) The member is referred to the answer to the starred question 
No. XXX (<j) asked by Babu Bhishmadev Das at the meeting of the 
Legislative Council, held on the 10th March, 1922. 


Introduction of religious instructions in schools and colleges. 

•XLIV. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education considering the 
desirability of introducing religious instruction on catholic lines in 
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schools and colleges in Bengal through the Pandits and Maulvis and of 
encouraging the students, especially those living in hostels and Board 
institutions, to say their daily prayers as far as is practicable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: Government have given attention 
to this matter for some years and are not prepaied to take the initiative 
in the matter; hut Government would welcome workable schemes to 
this end initiated by the communities concerned in relation to those 
institutions over which Government have control. 


Financial aspects of the Transferred Departments. 

*XLV. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : <«) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in chaige of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to state whether there is any piovision for appointing a Financial Secre- 
tary for scrutinizing the financial aspects ol the Transferred Depart- 
ments? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of mak- 
ing such an appointment for t ho Transferred Departments? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr): {a) Legal piovision foi tin* appointment of a joint 
Financial Secretaiw is contained in Devolution Hide dfi. No financial 
provision has been made m the current yeai’s budget for this post. 

(b) Not at present. 

Delay in the discharge of one Ladoo 8ingh from Pabna Jail. 

♦XLVI. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Memlier in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that 

(?) one Ladoo Singh with others was convicted under section .‘195 
by the Additional Sessions Judge of Pabna and Bogra on 
the 1 Gt h October, 1920; 

(??) Ladoo Singh and two others filed jail appals from Nator 
Sub-Jail to the Hon’ble High Court ; 

(lit) they were acquitted on the 9tlf May, 1921 ; 

(?r) the release order was rec eived by the Pabna Sessions Court on 
the 12th May, 1921 ; and 

(r) Ladoo Singh was actually released from the Pabna Jail on the 
6th January, 1922? 

( b ) If so, who was responsible ter the delay and what action are 
the Government taking in the matter? 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) ( i ) Ladoo Singh was convicted 

under section 402 and not under section 395. 

(??’), (mi), (tv) and (v) Yes. 

(b) An Assistant Jailor was responsible for the delay and his ser- 
vices have been dispensed with. 


Grants for starting model primary schools in municipal areas. 

*XLVII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Educa- 
tion be pleased to state whether any grants for starting model primary 
schools within municipal areas in the mufassal on lines sketched out 
in Mr. Biss’ report have as yet been made? 

(h) If not, is it the intention to start such schools during the year 
1922 P 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) and (h) Grants have been 
made in four cases, Kangpur, Cossipore-Chitpur, Nalchiti and Basirhat, 
and further schemes are under consideration. 


Relief to the family of the dead and wounded f\t Salangahat. 

•XLVIII. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge' of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to appoint a 
mixed committee of inquiry to re]K>rt on the shooting affair 
at Salangahat in the Serajgnnj subdivision of the Pabna 
district on the 27th January, 1922; 

(ii) whether he is aware that a noil-official committee of inquiry 
has been appointed for the purpose by the people of Pabna ; 
and 

(???) whether he is aware that a non-official committee of inquiry 
has also been npj>ointed for the purpose by the People’s 
Protection League at Calcutta ? 

♦ 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the two Committees 
mentioned above proceeded to Salangahat, examined many witnesses 
and collected materials about the incident ? 

# (c) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware that some relief has been 

given to the families of the dead and wounded by the Salanga Relief 
Committee organised by the people of Pabna P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
steps to help the families of the dead and wounded in the said shooting 
affair? 
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MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. 8tephenson) : (<i) (i) No. The views of Government regard- 
ing this incident were published in resolution No. 4599P., dated 
14th March, 1922, together with the report of the magisterial inquiry. 

( ii) ( iii ) and (b) Certain reports to this effect in the newspapers have 
come to the notice of Government. 

(c) Government have no information. * 

(d) After full consideration Government have decided that there 
are no cases in which compensation could be given out of public funds. 


Erosion of Noakhali town. 

• 

•XLIX. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: <«) Will the IWhle 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased 
to state whether it is correct that the river at Noakhali is showing signs 
of recession and further erosion of the town is not apprehended at 
present ? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of keep- 
ing in abeyance the proposal for removing the district headquarters to 
Maijdi ? 

(c) What is the estimated cost of the removal of the district head- 
quarters? 

(d) Has any iffoney l>eeti already spent on the scheme? 

(r) If so, what amount has been so spent ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT # of PUBLIC W0RK8 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) The rate at which tin* coast and river bank in the vicinity of 
Noakhali town is being eroded at the present time is generally less than 
the rate recorded at the same season in previous years. *Th e channels 
in front of the town are shallowed now than in recent years. It cannot 
he stated with any certainty that the town is no longer in danger of 
destruction. 

(b) A certain number of buildings have already been lost by erosion 
and will have to be replaced, and while Government is watching the 
situation carefully, it is obviously impossible to postpone action if the 
possibility of the whole work of the district being dislocated is to be 
avoided. 

(r) The cost has been roughly estimated at Rs. 20,59,000 for build- 
ings, including Rs. 1,66,333 for land. This cost provides for the com- 
plete rebuilding of the station and includes items regarding which ordeal 
have not yet been passed. It is not intended to remove the station 
en bloc , but only to replace, as necessary, the demolished buildings. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Rs. 1,52,167 was spent on acquiring land in 1920-21. No expen- 
diture has since been incurred either on land or works. 
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•L. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state 
what effect, if any, has been given to the resolution of Dr. Hassan 
Suhrawardy as amended bv Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy regarding the treat- 
ment of political prisoners passed in this Council on the 7th of Febru- 
ary, 1922? 

(h) If no action has been taken, will the Hon’ble the Member be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) The member is referred to 
the list hanging up in the lobby showing the action taken bv Government 
on the resolution. Special rules regarding the discipline and daily 
routine of the special class prisoners have since been promulgated. A 
copy is laid on the table. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Copy of the rules regarding special class prisoners referred to in the reply 
to starred question AV L. 

No 43fi9B .1 , dated Calcutta, the 15th ApriJ 1922. 

from — M. C McAlpin, Esq. c i.k , i.r s , Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, Revenue Department, 

To — The Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal 

I am directed to refer to vour letter No 3072 of the 21st February, 1922, with 
which you submitted draft rules for the guidance of special class prisoners. 

2. The Governor in Council is pleased' to direct that in the case of special 
class prisoners the following changes shall Ik* made in the rules of the Jail Code. 
These rule's wiM be marked by the letter “ S ” and are in addition to the rules 
for special class prisoners inserted as Chapter XXX1V-A of the Jail Code 

Add as rule K-395 — 

The convict officers in special class prisoners’ wards shall ordinarily be 
special class prisoners. If no such prisoner is qualified or available, the 
Superintendent shall make other arrangements uhich shall be reported 
to the Inspector-General of Prisons. 

In rule 1048J substitute once a fortnight for once a month. 

Add to rule 1048K — 

With the consent of the Superintendent, they may also be allowed magasines 
and newspapers provided at their own expense and approved by the 
Superintendent. 

Insert the following after Chapter XVI. — 

Chapter XV I- A. —Discipline and Daily Routine of 8peoial Prisoners, 

S-G41 — The barracks end cells shall be unlocked at dawn throughout the year. 
(Note —But see rule 1180 allowing discretion to the Medical Officer in fixing the 
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hour for opening the wards in cold weather.) Twenty minutes before the opening 
of the barracks the rising bel! or gong shall be sounded, and the watchmen 
shall then rouse the prisoners. Every prisoner shall fold up his bedding neatly 
and shall remain quietly by his bed for the purpose of being counted before 
being taken out of the ward. The convict officers will ascertain if any prisoner 
is sick or wishes to see the Medical Subordinate 

S-6A2 . — After the ward has been opened, they shall be allowed to go to the 
latrine in batches according to the accommodation in the latrine. Sick prisoned 
shall be seen by the Medical Subordinate in the ward. 

S-643 . — Every prisoner shall be allowed to remain at least five minutes in the 
latrine, and longer if necessary Each latrine parade ought not to 
occupy more than half an hour; every latrine must, therefore, contain compart- 
ments in the proportion of 1 to G of the number of prisoners to use it, and the 
washing place contigiftms to each latrine shall have one compartment to every 
four latrine seats. 

fi-OAh . — Separate bathing places shnll he provided for special class prisoners. 
After the latrine parade, the prisoners shall go to the bathing places The time 
allowed for bathing shall be such as to ullow evt'rv prisoner ten minutes for 
bathing; if necessary, the prisoners will go in batches 

After bathing, the early morning meal shall be distributed At this time 

the Jailor shall arrange any alterations of the gangs that may he necessary, 
noting any change of work he may order in the prisoners’ history tickets, or 
causing such entries to be made under his initials, and having the alterations 
entered in the gang books (Srr rule 77, r » regarding allotment of tasks ) 

N-G4.7 Oti completion of the earl> morning meal the prisoners shnll bo 
allowed to wash their hands, after which the rolls shall ho called, and the prisoners 
shall go to their working places 

S-fijG Special class prisoners shall at all time behave in an orderly way, 

but shall not lie required to mo\e in files, nor sit in files at meals nor salute 
officers and visitors. When addressing or addressed hv a jail officer or visitor, 
they shall stand quietly but are not required to raise the hands so ns to display 
the palms. 

A’-W - -Special class prisoners shall not he required to carry their kit, with 
them. At working time the kit shall he left in the ward or cells in charge of a 
convict officer. 

S-fi/iO — Special class prisoners shall be given their meals in sheds or other 
suitable shelter When the bell for Che midday parades rings, the prisoners shall 
go to the feeding shed They shaft then go to the* bathing places as provided 

in rule S-644 After bathing they shall return to the feeding shed, and the 

meal shall be distributed under the superintendence of a convict officer They 
shall wash their own feeding utensils, but the Superintendent can, at his 
discretion, allow the employment of an ordinary prisoner for this purpose 
Complaints about food shall be reported at once to the jailor as provided in 
rule 650. 

After the meal prisoners shall be allowed to go to the latiine as provided in 
rule S-642. They shall then return to their ward or cells. 

S-651 . — Prisoners will resume work in the afternoon on the sound of a bell 
or gong and cease work when the gong is again sounded in the evening and go 
through the same procedure as in the ffiorning, except that bathing in the 
evening should not be insisted on except w ashing of hands, feet and face. 
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8-658. A night latrine shall be provided for each ward, and Bhall be 
screened off for purposes of decency. Prisoners shall use the night latrine for 
defecation only when actually necessary, and, aR a rule, it should only be used 
in cases of sickness. Any prisoner who uses the latrine at night shall be 
reported by the watchman and dealt with as ordered in rule 649. If he is found 
to be sick, he shall immediately be placed under medical observation apart 
from other patients. 

1 Each cell is provided with two baskets but these should not ordinarily be 
used exjieet for the purpose of urination. If otherwise used the fact should be 
brought to the notice of the Medical Officer. 

S-654-655. — Parades will be held on Monday morning to hear complaints, 
but thiN does not preclude any prisoner from interviewing the Superintendent 
at any other time with legitimate complaints. 

8-657. — Silence shall be maintained during work except when any enquiry or 
instructions relating to work aro necessary. All loud talking, singing or quarrel- 
ling is prohibited, but out of working hours prisoners shall be permitted to con- 
verse quietly. Between lock-up and Bleeping time prisoners may also read aloud 
from books provided from the jail library. 

8-650. — Soap shall be provided to enable prisoners to wash their clothes. At 
the discretion of the Superintendent a prisoner washerman may be employed to 
wash the clotheN of special class prisoners. 

8-660. — Special class prisoners are exempted from the operation of rule 660, 
subject to the provision that if the Medical officer deems it necessary to clip the 
hair or shave the head of any prisoner, this shall be done on his written order 
entered on the prisoner’s history ticket. 

J. Buies 648, 649, 652, 656, 658 and 661 to 670 of the Jail Code apply to 
special class prisoners as well as to ordinary prisoners. 

‘i The following instructions apply to all prisoners, whether special class or 
ordinary, convicted under the Seditious Meetings Act, Criminal Law (Amend- 
ment) Act, Chapter VI, and section 153A of the Indian Penal Code and section 108 
of the Criminal Procedure Code and prisoners convicted of other offences known to 
have been committed in connection with the non-co-operation or similar political 
movement: — 

i 

(i) The punishment of whipping shall not be inflicted on such prisoners except 

in extreme cases and with the previous sanction of Government. 

(ii) The punishment of handcuffs and fetters should \>e imposed on such 

prisoners sparingly, only when clearly necessary, and when the 
Superintendent is of opinion that jail discipline cannot otherwise be 
maintained. A report should be submitted to Government through 
the Inspector-General of Prisons, whenever such a punishment is 
inflicted on prisoners of this class. If the prisoner is a special class 
prisoner, the previous sanction of Government should be obtained. 

5. The above rules and instructions are prescribed provisionally pending a ' 
decision on the general question of creating a new class of imprisonment. 

6. Subject to the modifications stated above, the rules of the Jail Code apply 
to special class prisoners and to all so-called political prisoners, and the Governor 

m i “ that the nile8 wiU ** enforced in the ™nner prescribed by 

rule 187 of the Code. I am directed to draw your special attention to the 
necessity of assigning work to all prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprisonment 
nnd of seeing that the work is properly done in accordance with the Jail Code 
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(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Transfer of the establishments of certain schools to other departments. 

86. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon ’hie 
the Minister in charge of the Dejwrtment of Education be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) the dates on which the following establishments were hunded 
over to other departments : — 

(I) the Technical schools, 

(II) the Eurojiean schools, 

(III) the Calcutta Art School, and 

(IV) the Weaving School of SeramjKiie; 

(?/) the total number of vacancies in the grades of the Subordi- 
nate Educational Service created owing to the aliove transfer 
before the 1st September, 1921 ; 

(lii) the wav in which the above vacancies have been filled up l>efore 
the reorganisation ; and 

(???) the scales of pay awarded to the teachers of the above men- 
tioned Institutions? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P. C. MITTER: (?) I, III aiyl IV were handed over 
to the Department of Industries on the 16th October, 1920. 

(II) remains under Education Dejxirtment in Reserved Department. 

( 7 ?) and (in) As I, III and IV were handed over with their j>osts, no 
vacancies in Education Department resulted; Eurojxuin whools were 
reorganised with effect from the 1st September, 1921, so no vacancies 
resulted before that date. 

(iv) It is understood that the reorganisation of the services under 
the Department of Industries is under consideration. The posts in 
European schools have been sanctioned as follows: — 


Pouts in European Schools sanctioned from 1st Sejitember y 1921. 

Pent*. 


Indian Educational Service 
Its. 400 — 40 — 800 
„ 400—30—700 
„ 400-25-700 

„ 400 — 20 — 600 * 


1 

1 

1 

5 

a 


11 A 



152 


QUESTIONS. 


[5th July 


350—20—550 


... 


Post*. 

5 

300—20—500 




2 

275-15—425 




2 

250 — 10 — 350 




3 

220-15—370 




... 10 

200- 10—300 




1 

18.) — 10—280 




2 

1 HO — 10 — 200 




1 

1 GO— 5-200 




2 

150—5—180 




... 10 

100-5—200 




2 

100—10—250 




1 

60-2—80 




2 

40— 2— HO 




2 




Total 

... 56 


Rules for admission into examination for the Bengal Civil 8ervioe. 

87. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is tlu> IWble the* 
Member in charge of the Ap|X)intmeut Department aware that in 
clause (> of Government notification No. 5 798 A., dated the 27th May, 
1922, jmblished in the Calcutta Gazette of the Tt h June, 1922, a person 
desiring to be admitted at the examination for recruitment to oertaio 
services is to apply to the head of the college in which he is studying 
at the time of the application or in which he has previously studied for 
a jK'riod of not less than three years ? 

(h) Is it not correct that many of the students do not read in any 
college for more than two >ears, socially students reading in 2nd 
grade colleges and then joining 1st grade colleges and the University 
College, and that in that case they haxe to apply through the Director 
of Public Instruction ? 

(cl Is the TIon’ble the Member aware that applications of this kind 
are likely to be fairly numerous? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Director of Public Instruction has only 
Id nominations to make? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of reducing 
this period of three years to two years? 

(/) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of giving 
the Director of Public Instruction the power of nominating at least 
50 students every year ? 
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' ( 9 ) I® Hon’ble the Member aware that the University College 
Jhas not been included in the list of colleges entitled to nominate candi- 
dates for admission into examination for the Bengal Civil Service? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
this privilege to the University College as well ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (thft 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Yes. 

(ft), (<"), (<f), (<*), (/) The difficulty is realised and the rule will be 
amended to provide that candidates may apply to the Head orf the 
College from which they graduated. 

(</) Yes. * 

(h) Candidates continuing j>ost-grnduate studies at the University 
College may apply to the College from which they graduated. 


Reconstitution of the Calcutta University. 

88. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : Will the Ilon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department t>f Education he pleased to state* whether 
it is in contemplation to introduce into this Council legislative measures 
for the reconstitution of the University of Calcutta in compliance with 
the ieeommendat ions of this Council? If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: All offiecr*of the department is 
preparing a first draft for the purjKise of reconstituting the University 
of Calcutta mainly on an elective basis, with due regard to the interests 
of various communities as also of different educational subjects and 
interests. It is hoj>ed that it will be possible to introduce legislation 
during next cold weather. 


Indian Educational 8ervioe. 

89. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department lie pleased to state 
whether any appointments to the Indian Educational Service in connec- 
tion with the Dejiartmeiit of Education, Bengal, have been made locally 
from this province during the years 19ll5, 1920, 1921 and 1922? 

(6) If so, will the Hon ’hie the Minister be pleased to lay on the 
table a 'statement allowing the names of the persons so appointed and 
the dates of their appointment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement giving the informa- 
tion is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to question No. 89, showing the appoint- 
ments made locally from this province to the Indian Educational 
Service during the years 1919 , 1920 , 1921 and 1922 . 


Number 

of 

appoints 

Name* of officer* appointed 
locally. 

Date of appointment. 

Remarks. 


1919 . 



1 

Rui P. J\. Basu Bahadur 

14th May, 1 9 1 9 

Promoted from the 
Bengal Educational 
Service. 

2 

Khan Bahadur Ahsanullnh ... 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

3 

Mr. B C. Gupta 

Ditto 

Made permanent. 

4 

Mr. P. C. Mahalaindds 

Ditto. 


5 

Miss G M. Wi ight 

5th February, 1919 ... 

Made |K*rrnanent. 


1920 . 

# 


1 

Uai K K. Banerji Bahadur ... 

10th January, 1920 .. 

t 

Promoted from the 
Bengal Educational 
Service. 

2 

Mr It. N. Sen 

10th April, 1920 



1921 . 



1 

1 # i 

Kai J. B. Bliaduri Bahadur ... 

23rd February, 1 921 ... 

: 

Promoted from the 
Bengal Educational 
Service. 

2 

Mr. J. V. Francien 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

3 

Mr. S. C. Du 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

4 

Mr. R. It. Biswas 

Ditto 

Ditto 

5 

Mi H. C. Banurji 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

6 

Ik A. N. Mukhorji 

Ditto 

Ditto 

7 

Mr. B. G. Mukherji 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

8 

Mr. S. P. Das 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

9 

Shams-ul-ulama Mr. Abu Naur 
Muhammad Wahid. 

Ditto 

i 

Ditto 

10 

Dr. Panchanan Ncogi 

Ditto 

Ditto. 
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Number 

of 

appoint- 

ment*. 

Names of offloen appointed 

locally. 

Date of appointment. 

Rkmakks. 

11 

SlianiN-ul-ulama Mr. Kamal- 
uddin Ahmad. 

23rd February, 1 92 l ... 

Promoted from the 
Bengal Educational 




Serviuo 

12 

Mr Matlooh Ahmad Khan 
Chaudhnri. 

Ditto 

1 >i tt o 

13 

Mr P. N Chatterji 

Ditto 

Ditto 

14 

! 

Pandit Aalmtosh Sliaatri 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

15 

• 

Mr. S N. Maitra 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 


1922 . 



i 

Nil. 




Appointment of additional Judge from the Bar. 

90. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Trou ble the Member 
in charge of the «\p]H>intment Department l>e pleased to state whether 
(Government intend in the course of this year to apjxdnt an additional 
district judge from the Bar!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: The matter is under 
consideration. 

Pay ancT prospect of the teachers of the Alipore Juvenile Jail. 

91. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT; Will the Ilon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) t>e pleased to state — 

• 

(?) whether the (Government have taken any action on the memorial 
submitted in November 1920 by the educational staff of the 
Alijxore Juvenile Jail for amelioration of their pay and 
prospects ; 

(it) whether the scheme, if any, for the betterment of pay and 
prospects of the teachers of the Alipore Juvenile Jail lias 
been framed in the light of the recommendations of the 
Committee apjxiinted to consider the question of the reorgan- 
isation of the Educational Services below the Bengal Educa- 
tional Service (published under the Education Department 
resolution No. 464 Edn., of 3rd March, 1922); 
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(m) whether the educational staff of the Alipore Juvenile Jail 
were mostly recruited by the Inspector of Schools, Presi- 
dency Division ; 

(iv) whether it is the intention of the Government to place the 

teachers of the Alipore Juvenile Jail on an equal footing in 
point of remuneration w f ith the teachers of equal status and 
1 similar qualification in the Education Department and to 

grant free quarters or house allowance; 

(v) whether the war allowance so long enjoyed by the educational 

staff of the Alijxire Juvenile Jail has recently been stopped; if 
so, w r hy ; 

(vi) whether the members of all other branches of the Jail Depart- 

ment, namely, jailors’ staff, ministerial officers, etc . have 
been granted either a revision of pay or an ad interim 

allowance ; 

(vn) whether there is any prosjiect of giving effect to the scheme 
referred to in (it) at an early date; and 

(vm) it not, whethei the Government piopose introducing an ad 
interim allowance for the teachers of the Alipore Juvenile 
Jail ? 

The Hon’ble $ir ABD-UR-RAH IM : The member is referred to the 
answer to a question on this subject asked by ProfesJor S. C. Mukherji 
at this meeting. 


Reduction in the price of drugs. 

92. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
1 he MciuIkt .ii charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether it is correct that the income from the sale of 
d^ugs produced and manufactured in the plantations covers more than 
foui times the cost of maintenance of the plantations? 

(/>) Is the llon’hle the Member contemplating anv further reduction 
in the price of the drugs? 

(c) Will the Ilon'ble the Member be pleased to state the total 
output of tlu* drugs wdiicli will meet the total demand for the whole 
province? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
the plantations in the near future for the production of drugs equal to 
the demand of the province? 

MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE](the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(«) No. 
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(h) No. 

(c) Government are advised that it is practically impossible to 
estimate a figure with any pretence to accuracy. 

(d) This question has been considered, once in 1907 and again in 
1918, when the whole of India was searched for areas for new planta- 
tions; the output of the present plantations is gradually on the increase, 
but it is reported that it is not jaissible to extend them in this province! 


Administration of the affairs of public health in the 
excluded areas. 

• 

93. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Ilon’blc 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue ( Land Revenue) 
ho pleased to state whether the affairs of public health in the excluded 
areas are administered bv tin* Hon’ble tin* Minister in (barge of tin* 
Department of Local Self-Go\ci nment or whether the\ arc classed as 
reserved items? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state under whose 
administration the Darjeeling Model Laboratory for food analysis and 
clinical work has been placed? 

The Hon’ble # the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Ibiblic health administration m e\« bided areas is 
dealt with in the Revenue Department. • 

(b) The laboratory, like other matters of public health administra- 
tion in the excluded areas, comes within the purview of the Revenue 
Department. 

Scheme for recruitment in the Registration Department. 

94. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Education Department Is* pleased to state 
whether there is any draft scheme ready for the recruitment of office™ 
in the next year (1922-23) for the Registration Department? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister Ik* pleased to lay the draft 
scheme on the table for the information of the Council? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of presenting 
such schemes for discussion and consideration by the Council before 
final adoption ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) No 

(b) and (r) The question does not arise. 
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Power of the Governor with his Ministers in regard to certain 
appointments. 

95. Mr. D. C. GH08E: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state what powers 
are vested in, and can lie exercised by, His Excellency the Governor 
.acting with his Ministers to appoint persons not being members 
of the Indian Civil Service to ]>osts other than those specified in the 
Third Schedule to the Government of India Act as “ offices reserved to 
the Indian Civil Service ”? 

(h) nave the local Government in the Transferred Departments made 
any appointments in the exercise of such powers?* 

(c) Have the Government of India issued te the local Government 
any instructions regarding this matter? 

((]) If so, do these instructions materially restrict the rights of the 
local Government as exercised up to now? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of publishing 
these instructions and of laying on the table copies of the correspond- 
ence regarding this matter? 

(/) Is any distinction made between “ offices in the Indian Civil 
Service ” and “ offices reserved to members of the Indian Civil Service”? 

(//) If so, will the ITon’ble the Member lie pleased to lay on the 
table a complete list of offices which fall under either of these heads, 
so far as Bengal is concerned ? 

(//) Have any rules been prescribed by the Government of India 
under section 99 (2) of the Government of India Act? If so, what are 
they ? 

(?) Are there any jxists besides the posts specially reserved by 
statute to the Indian Civil Service under section 98 of the Government 
of India Act, which the mem tiers of the Service in practice claim as of 
right as tieing reserved to them ? If po, what are those posts ? 

(;) If the answer to (?) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state whether there is any statutory authority 
for such practice ? 

(*) Is there a provincial* schedule of appointments in the Indian 
Civil Service ? 

(/) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of pub- 
lishing it, and stating the basis on which such schedule has been 
framed, and also stating the authority which frames or modifies it? 

(m) Are the Government in a position to state their future policy 
regarding this matter? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: («) The powers of the 

local Government in this respect are regulated by section 99 of the 
Government of India Act and the rules framed thereunder which were 
published with the Government of India notification No. E. 438 (Estabts) 
dated the 30th March, 1922. 

( b ) Yes. 

(c) and (d) The Government of India recently addressed the local 
Government explaining: the provisions of the law' and rules governing 
this matter. This communication did not imi>ose any further restric- 
tions on the existing rights of the local Government, hut corrected a 
misapprehension under which this Government was labouring with regard 
to the extent of) its rights in the matter. 

( e ) No. 

(/) Yes. 

( g ) A list is laid on the table. 

(h) Yes. They were published in Part 1 A of the Calcutta (,'antt, 
of the 12th April, 1922. 

(0 Yes. The normal rule is that no jierson may be apjxiinted with- 
out the previous sanction of the Secretary of State in Council to any 
post borne on the provincial cadre of an all-India service, unless such 
jierson is a member of that service or is already holding a jx>st borne 
on its cud re. The posts are enumerated in the list referred to in answer 

to ( 9 )• ^ 

( J ) Yes. Statutory authority is given by Rule VII of the Rules 
made by the Secretary of State in Council under Section 9b B (2) of the 
Government of India Act. 

(k) There is a provincial schedule of sujierior apjxmitments in the 
Indian Civil Service. 

(/) The schedule, which is based on the orders of thfc Secretary of 
State and is liable to modification under his orders, will be found on 
page 50 of the Civil List. 

(m) The question is not understood. The local Government is con- 
cerned with following the instructions laid dow T n by the Secretary of 
State and not with framing of policy in the matter. 


Statement referred to in answer (//) to question No. 95. 

A. — Offices rsssrvsd to member* of the Indian Civil Service under section is 
of the Government of India Act. 

Member of the Board of Revenue. 

Commissioner of Revenue. 

Secretaries in every department, except the Public Works or Marine 
Department. 
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Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
District or Sessions Judge. 

Additional District or Sessions Judge. 
District Magistrate. 

Collector of Revenue. 


B. — OfftoM in the Indian Civil Service. 

Offices specified above. 

Member of Executive Council (two). 

High Court Judge (five). 

Chairman, Calcutta Corporation. 

Chairman, Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

Legal Remembrancer 
Deputy Secretaries. 

Commissioner of Excise. 

Deputy Commissioners of non-regulation districts. 
Director of Land Records 
Registrar, Co-operative Societies 
Deputy Registrar, Co-operative Societies. 

Collector of Stnmp Revenue. 

Settlement Officers (graded vuth Magistrates) 

Additional District Magistiates. 

Registrar, High Court. 

Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor. 
Dnder-Secretarv. 

Assistant Magistrates and Collectors. 


8 hooting at Shalangahat. 

96. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department lie pleased to state 
whether his attention lias been drawn to the shooting at Shalangahat in 
the subdivision of Serajganj, district Palma, on the 27th January, 1922, 
by the armed police ? 

(b) Will the llon’ble the Member be pleased to state what person 
gave the order to fire and what led such person to give the order to fire 
in the hat ? 

(r) How many persons died and were wounded on account of this 
shooting ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the firing was ordered in the midst of a cattle 
market P 
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(e) Is it a fact that on one of the carts despatched to Serajganj, 
dead and wounded persons were tied together and one wounded man 
was not {riven any blanket, and that, as the result of the exposure he 
died on the way ? 

(/) Was there any complaint, from the shopkeepers about the volun- 
teers who were picketing there? 

( cj) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the lion* hie the 
Member be pleased to lay on the table copies of the complaints lodged 
by the shopkeepers and the report of the Sub-Inspector of tin* pdice- 
station and other reports concerning the matter? 

(h) If no complaints were made, why did the District Magistrate, 
the Nupei intendent of Police and the Deputy Superintendent of Police 
go to the hat with armed policemen ? 

(i) Is it a fact that the SuMnspeetor in charge of tin* Ulluparn 
police-station visited Shalangahat a day or two before the occurrence 
and, taking his stand on the raised ground within the enclosure of the 
excise shop, took a view of the locality? 

(j) Is it a fact that on the day of the occurrence the armed j>olieo- 
men were posted very near the place examined by the Sub-Insjieotor and 
shooting commenced from this place? 

(&) Ts it a fa(4 that police guards were stationed in the Serajgani 
hospital to keep watch on the jiersons who had been wounded at Khuhingn- 
lnit and sent to that hospital for treatment ? • 

(/) It the answer to (£) is in the affirmative, will the ITon'lde the 
Member he pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (<i), (h) t (r), •(<-), (h) The 
member i* referred to the rejKirt of the magisterial inquirv into this 
occurrence which was published with Government resolution No. 4509 P., 
dated the 14th March, 1922, and printed in the supplement to the 
C alrutta Gazette of the 22ml March. 

(d) No. 

(/) Yes. 

((f) The complaints were verbal. 

(i) No. 

(j) No. 

(k) Yes. 

(l) As cases under sections 147 and 353, Indian Venal ('ode, against 
the wounded persons were then under investigation and there was a 
possibility of their escape, this guard was posted. 
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97. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state whether any stud bulls are maintained by the Department in 
their agricultural farms? 

(h) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of keep- 
ing such bulls for the improvement of the breed of cattle? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) Stud bulls are now maintained at Dacca, Chinsura, 
Rajshahi, Bogra, Pabna and Rangpur Demonstration Farms and at 
Rangpur Cattle Farm. Bulls have also recently been obtained for 
Berhamjwne, Bankura and Burdwan Farms and it is hoped to send out 
bulls to Mymensingh, Comilla and Barisal Farms this autumn 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Kalapara Forest Department 

98. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that a fee* of 4 annas is realised by the Forest 
Department of Kalapara in the district of Bakarganj from the people 
who fake wood from the Government Forest for fuel and other purposes? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Meml>er aware that an extra fee of 8 annas 
is realised by the Forest Department from the ]>eople in exchange for 
the sale oi one matchbox or a small phial of quinine or any medicinal 
mixture or some such thing? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) The question does not arise. Government, however, will cause 
further inquiries to satisfy itself. 


Additional revenue. 

99. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
the total amount of additional revenue expected to be derived on 
account of the new taxation measures? 



1922 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


163 

(b) How has the said additional amount been allocated between the 
Reserved and the Transferred Departments? 

(c) What is the total amount granted to these Departments under 
the Budget Estimates and the Supplemental) allotment? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) and {!/) The revenue estimated 
to accrue from the new taxation measures is Its. 1.40,00,000. Of this 
amount Rs. 1,21,04,000 will be absorbed in meeting the deficit of the 
province. To the surplus (Rs. 18,90,000) have lieen added Rs. 40,00,000 
withdrawn from the provincial balances with the sanction of the* Gov- 
ernment of India. Of the total (Rs. 58,90,000) Rs. 50,00,000 have been 
allotted for new expenditure as follows : — 

Rs. 

Reserved Departments 17.58,000 

Transferred Departments 82.42,000 

The balance (Rs. 8,1)6,000) is to meet the charges of any loan that may 
be raised to finance capital exjienditure. 

(c) The figures are given below: — 



rtcaerveil. 

TrHinf«>rr<*<l. 


Rk. 

Rh 

Budget, 1922-23 

... 0,77,14,000 

3,47,06,000 

Supplemental eslimuteH 

17,58,140 

32,41,800 

To tel 

... 6,94,72,140 • 

3,79,47,860 


Sketch map of irrigation work. 

# 

100. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation he pleased to lay on 
the table a sketch map of Bengal showing tin* important irrigation 
works undertaken by the Irrigation Department in each district during 
the last 50 years? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): A map of Bengal, 
showing the only purely irrigation work# in Bengal, namely, the Midna- 
pore and Eden Canals, is laid on the Library table (canal shown in blue 
lines). The Orissa, Kone, Tribeni, Dhaka and Teur Canals, although 
they were constructed by this Department, are not shown, as they are 
not now in this province. 

If the member means by “ Irrigation Works ” irrigation and drain- 
age works, the number of such works undertaken during the last 
50 years is so great that they cannot conveniently he shown on the map. 
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Pay and prospects of the teachers of the Alipore Juvenile Jail. 


101. Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’bie the Member 

in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether the Government have taken any action on the memorial 
submitted in November, 1920, by the educational staff of 
the Alipore Juvenile Jail for amelioration of their pay and 
prospects ; 

(v) whether the scheme, if any, for the betterment of pay and pros- 
pects of the teachers of the Alipore Juvenile Jail has been 
framed in the light of the recommendations of the Committee 
appointed to consider the question of the reorganisation of 
the Educational Services below the Bengal Educational 
Service (published under the Educational Department 
resolution No. 464 Edn. of lird March, 1922) ; 

(iii) whether the educational staff of the Alipore Juvenile Jail were 

mostly recruited by the Inspector of Schools, Presidency 
Division ; 

(iv) is it a fact that their duties are considered more onerous; 

( r) whether it is the intention of the Government to place the 
teachers of the Alijiore Juvenile Jail on a better footing in 
point of remuneration than the teachers, of equal status and 
similar qualifications in the Education Department and to 
grant to them free quarters or a house allowance; 

(n) whether the war allowance so long enjoyed by the educational 
staff of the Ah]x)ro Juvenile Jail has recently been stopped; 
if so, why; 

(rn) whether the members of all other branches of the Jail Depart- 
ment, namely, the jailors’ staff, ministerial officers, etc., 
have l>een granted either a revision of pay or an ad interim 
allowance ; 

(viv) whether there is any prospect of giving effect to the scheme 
referred to in (?/) at an early date; and 

(i,r) if not, whether the Government propose introducing an ad 
interim allowance for the teachers of the Alipore Juvenile 
JailP 

The Hon’bie Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) Yes. 

(n) The pay under the proposed scheme was examined with refer- 
ence to the recommendation of the Committee. 

(iii) Yes. 

(iv) Their duties are different. 

(r) No. 
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(ri) Yea. Aa under the orders sanctioning the allowance it waa 
to cease six months after the official termination of the war. 

( vii) Yes. 

(nit) Yes. A scheme has been included in the schedules for con- 
sideration in this session of the Council. 

(nr) The question does not arise. 


Bengal Settled Estates Act. 

102. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI : {n) Will 

the TTon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue ("Viand 
Revenue) be pleased to state how many of the landholders of the Presi- 
dency have, up to date, constituted their estates into settled estates 
under the provisions of the Bengal Settled Estates Act ? 

( b) Have the Government made any inquiry as to the reasons why 
the provisions of the said Act have l>een taken advantage of only in a 
few cases? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) Three landholders. 

( h) Yes. The fundamental cause is that the Act is in effect a secular 
device for altering recognised rules of inheritance, which under both 
Hindu and Muhammadan law were regarded as sacrosanct. 


Calcutta Maidan. 

103. Babu HALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department lx* pleased to state how 
much money has been realised by the Commissioner of Police, ( Cal- 
cutta , during the last three years, by allowing private companies to 
erect stands and other teniix>rury structures on the Calcutta maidan? 

(b) On what head of the revenue side of the budget is it shown? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) and (b) clubs are charged a small fee for 
erecting a tent. The amounts realised # during the last three years are 
Rs. 606 in 1919-20, Rs. 412 in 1920-21 and Rs. 566 in 1921-22. They 
are credited to Government as Calcutta maidan receipts under the head 
14 XXX— Civil Works.” 

For permission to place temporary stands round certain football 
grounds during the football season a contractor pays a contribution to 
the “ poor box ” of the Commissioner of Police. The amount is 
Rs. 2,000 this year; in previous years it was Rs. 1,500. 
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104. Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries he 
pleased to state whether the attention of the Government has been 
drawn to the reply given by the Government of India to the resolution 
moved by Rai Tara Prasanna Mukherjee Bahadur, for the 

revival of cotton cultivation in Bengal, in the Legislative Assembly on 
the 23rd March last? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to state whether the 
Government have taken any steps to improve cotton cultivation in 
Bengal, specially in the district of Dacca? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, wu'll the Government 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, they propose to take to revive 
cotton cultivation as suggested by the mover of the said resolution? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CH AUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(b) As regards the steps taken to improve cotton cultivation in 
Bengal the member is referred to the answer given to starred question 
No. XXX asked by Balm Nalmi Nath Ro\ at this session. 

In Dacca, a preliminary selection of some of the long-stapled cottons 
has been made at the (Vntral Farm, Dacca. About 120 samples of 
cotton have been collected from the different districts of Bengal and 
are being grown at the (Vntral Farm this season for detailed stud\. 
About 9 maunds of Dluir wai American cotton seed have been distributed 
amongst growers in the Dacca district this month, but the demand from 
genuine cultivators is ver\ limited because the price of jute is so high 
that they naturally prefer to grow that crop. 

(c) The question does not arise. 


Travelling allowance drawn by each of the Assistant Directors of 
Public Health. 

105. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately the amount 
of travelling allowance drawn by each of the Assistant Directors of 
Public Health during the years 1920-21 and 1921-22, together with 
their pay? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 
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' Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question Xo. 106 . 


Name. 

Travelling allowance 
drawn during 
1920-21. 

| Trundling allowance 
! drawn during 

1921-22. 

Pajr. 


Hs. 

A. 

r 

Hs 

A 

J'. 

Us. 

Dr. It. B. Khambata, Assistant Direc- 
tor of Public Health, Malaria 
Research, Bengal, 

1,726 

5 

0 

i 

495 

12 

0 

700 

Dr. M. K. Sufi, Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Vaccination ami 
Vital Statistics. t 

1,068 

o 

0 

506 

3 

0 ! 

1 

1 

700 

Dr. B. B. Bralunaehari, Assistant 
Director of Public Health, Presi- 
dent*) Circle. 

2,350 

10 

1 

0 j 

i 

2,584 

0 

1 

o I 

1 

i 

700 

Dr. S. P. Gupta, Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Kajsliahi Circle 

3,220 

6 

0 

2,909 

10 

3 

700 

Dr S. N. Sur, Assistant Director of i 
Public Health, Kala-a/.ar Sui vey ! 

2,768 

1 

0 

2,843 

15 

0 

600 

Dr. li C. Bav, Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Dacca Circle. 

1,310 

5 

° ! 

| 2,059 

5 

9 

600 

Dr. S. M Ghosh, Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Buniuan Circle j 

! 

1.745 

i 

14 

0 J 

2.004 

14 

0 

600 

Dr. G. L Batra, Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Imlustii.il Ilymcne 

1,5*7 

13 

0 1 

►,173 

1 

0 

600 

Dr. S, N Mitra, Assistant Director of 

4K3 

n 

0° 

1 7 49 

5 

0 

500 


Public Health, School H \ gicne. 

__ 1 • 1 

• Joined his appointment toward* the end of 1920*21. 

Amendment of the Standing Orders. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT *(Babu Surendra Nath Ray): Gentle- 
men, tlie ne.\t item of business for the eonsidersit ion of the Council is 
the projxisal of Mr. I). (’. Ghose to amend the Standing Orders. I call 
upon Mr. 1). (\ Ghose to a^k for leave. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: Th e amendment that T desire to move is in theso 
terms. A member shall not be allowed to read his speech, but he may 
refresh his memory by referring to notes, and he may read as part of 
his speech passages from books or papers cited in support of his 
argument. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I may tell you that T will not ailov 
you to make a long speech ; so, try to be as short as possible 


16H AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS. [5th July 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is the mover entitled to 

make any speech under the rules? 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: The amendment has reached the House 
and I object to it being introduced. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8I DENT: It has not yet been introduced. I 
allow Mr. (those to speak. As regards the objection of the Kumar, I 
think (lie procedure followed by the Legislative Assembly is to allow 
the mover to make a speech. T have gone through the reports of the 
Legislative Assembly and 1 find that the mover is allowed to make a 
speech. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Is a d.bate allowed? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: No debate is allowed but the mover 
is allowed to make a statement. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: In asking for the leave of the Council to move 
(his amendment, I frankly confess that 1 am conscious of my temerity 
in submitting a proposal which aims at (he abolition of a practice now 
in vogue in (his Council. But 1 may assure (he House and 1 give 
(he assurance with all (lie earnestness that 1 can command, that nothing 
is larther from my desire than to embarrass the members of this Council 
in the performance of their duties as representatives of the people. 
On tin* contrary, 1 honestly believe that my propofol, if accepted, will 
(‘liable this House to discharge its functions in a manner befitting a 
free and democratic ‘assembly. I am afraid that we sometimes forget 
the purpose for which this Council exists. The Council exists not as 
an arena where the representatives of the people may deliver long 
speeches indicating minds irrevocably made up, but to further the high- 
est interests of the nation, to secure the free expression of the wishes 
of the people, to guarantee the good Government of the country and to 
pass wise and just laws and see that due but not undue consideration 
is given them. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Batndur: What are you looking at? 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: 1 am referring to my notes, w r liich I allow by my 
amendment. If these be the true functions of this House, then the 
ami and endeavour of every memlier ought to be to state fearlessly his 
own view's and ideas and to persuade others to accept what he believes 
to be good, right and proper. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Look at us. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I am looking at you, but 1 get no inspiration 
from you. That is the real object of parliamentary eloquence, viz ., 
to persude < thers to accept what you believe to be good, right and 
proper. Now persuasion is an almost impossible feat unless one is 
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able to meet and answer the arguments of' those whom one wishes to 
convert. It very often happens that m the process of ])ersuasion one 
has to change and modify one's preconceived ideas in order to In* better 
able to convert others. 1 do not know how we can practice the art of 
persuasion if we are going to adhere to the unwholesome custom of read- 
ing out, as fast as we can, long speeches prepared at home, sj>eeches 
which are sometimes unsuitable to the temjxu* of the House and very 
often without a single answer to the arguments that have been employed 
bv others. Resides, it must be well-known, that the success of pleading 
or advocacy depends ven hugely specially in a deliberative assembly upon 
the manner in which one expresses one’s own thougtlis and presses 
one’s arguments. And it mud he equally ol>\ ious that reading written 
speeches w r ith one’s* eyes fixed on the paper is a manner of speaking that 
hardly ever makes an impression upon ihc audience. Whoever has heard 
or seen an advocate addressing a jury with a written speech? Again, 
has anyone known a sjieaker swaying a meeting by a speech which he 
read from start to finish. The truth is that for the pur|x>se of debate, 
for the purpose of ]>ersunsion, for the purpose of driving home one’s argu- 
ments, reading a written speech is a wholly unsuitable manner of 
speaking. Then, then 1 are other disad\ milages of the practice* of read- 
ing w’ritten speeches. In every delibeiativc assembly , especially in every 
Parliament, there are alwuiys a majoriU and a minority; and much of 
parliamentary debate is dispute between men who belong to the majority 
and men who format he minority. The endeavour of every such minority 
is. to bring the majorit\ over to its side and thus make its views prevail. 
T put it to this Council whether it is possible for jyiy mirioiitv to succeed 
if its members are to get accustomed to a mannei of shaking which is 
altogether unsuitable for parliamentary warfare*'' Skill in debate is 
really a condition of existence of any effect ive nppo.sit ion in a parliamen- 
tary assembly. And nobody, 1 venture to think, can acquire that skill 
if he adheres to the fatal practice of leading written speeches. In fact, 
all discussion becomes unreal, all pith and fire arc* absent altogether in 
a debate which is based entiieh or mnsth upon written s]x*ches. Then, 
Sir, there is a ludicrous disadvantage which attends this method of ora- 
tory and it is this, that sometimes when you have sent your sjieeeh to 
tlie papers and it has l>een printed and published, you have not an oppor- 
tunity of actually delivering it. That has happened, 1 believe on one 
occasion in the case of one member of this House, and I remember my 
friend Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy* once drew the attention of the 
Chair to the fact that a sj>eech lmd been printed and published in the 
papers although it was not delivered in the Council. leaving aside the 
ludicrous aspects of this question, I rcs|iectfully invite the Council to 
consider whether it should allow a method of speaking which is alto- 
gether fatal to the growth anTI development of a ]mr1iamentury assembly. 

The House of Commons which is after all the great model of every 
parliament in the world doe** not allow this method of oratory. In 
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its Manual of Procedure you will find this rule: “ A member may not 
read his speech but may refiesh his memory by reference to notes.” 
But we need not go so far as England, if we do not wish to find an 
instance of a deliberative assembly in which the method of speaking 
I am attacking, is altogether discouraged Here, in Calcutta, we shall 
find such an instance. In the Corjxjration of Calcutta a convention has 
, grown up which discourages, if not disallows, manuscript eloquence, 
and as a result of this unwritten rule, \ou will witness there what you 
have seldom seen here — Teal, earnest debates and discussions — eager, 
strenuous advocacy of views and ideas followed by decisions which 
embody the opinion of the majority formed after due consideration of 
different and conflicting views. Now’, Sir, 1 put it to the Council whether 
it is impossible for us in this Council, the parliament of this province, 
to achieve what the City Fathers assembled in the Corporation are able 
to achieve without any difficulty ? Is our standard, is our level of sj leak- 
ing to be below the level so easily attained by the City Fathers in the 
Corporation ? 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is there any Standing 
Order by the City Fathers? (Cries of: “ Order, order.”) 

Mr. D. C. CH08E : 1 recognise that the proposal which I have 
ventured to put forward is a departure from the existing practice of 
this House, but I feel that it is a move in the right direction. I have 
already placed before the House the rule which obtains in the House 
of Commons. You w r ill observe' that in the amendment 1 am moving 
I do not propose to go as tar as that because' 1 am anxious that in our 
efforts to approximate to the standard ed the Mother of Parliaments, 
there may not be unnecessary difficulties in our way in the first stages 
of our progress. Accordingly I have proposed that a member may not 
only refre'si^ his memory b\ referring to his notes, but he may read as 
part of his sjieeedi extracts from books or pujx'rs cited in support 
of his argument. That 1 venture to think will render all the facili- 
ties that we may reasonably reejuire for the efficient discharge of nur 
duties. It has, however, been suggested to me that further latitude 
should he allowed to a speaker l>v blowing him to read a speech 
when absolutely necessary, w’iili the leave of the President. Sir, I 
am quite prepared that the Select Committee to which my amendment 
will lie referred should consider this suggestion, although it forms uo 
part of my amendment. All that I ask for at present is that the House 
may give me leave to introduce this motion so that it may go to the 
Select Committee and it will be for the House to pronounce its final 
opinion one way or the other when the Select Committee will have sub- 
mitted its report after a full and thorough examination of the question 
in all its aspects. 

I formally move that after Stauding Order 34, the following should 
be inserted:—” A member shall not In* allowed to read his speech but he 
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may refresh his memory by referring to notes and he may read as part 
of his sjiecch passages irom hooks or pa[>er> t - 1 ted in support of his 
argument. 

Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA; Does the mover include those 
written speeches which are committed to memory at honied 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I do 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I ohje< t to leave being given. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Please wait a minute. In accordance 
with section 99 of the Standing Orders, 1 shall now read the draft 
amendment to the J 'ouiieil — 

“ After the Standing Order 44, insert the following: — 

Speeches not to hr rood A member shall not lie alowed to read 
his s|)eecli hut he mn\ refresh his memory by referring to notes and 
he may read as part of his speech passages from hooks or palters cited 
in support of his arguments.” 

Husain member any objection to leave being given! 1 ' 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: 1 ohejrt to It'll v** lwnifi >rivcn. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: <»!>.(<•< (ion has been taken. 1 now ask 
those memliers, wjjo suppoH the motion foi lease, kindly to rise in their 
places. 

Obi a count being taken only 17 members wcn* found to liave risen.] 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: As less th an 40 members have risen, 
tin 1 meinbei has not the leave of tin 4 House and the motion tails. 


Non-officiat Bills. 

The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces Registration 
(Amendment) Bill, 1921. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the Bengal Muhammadan 
Marriages and Divorces Registration (Amendment) Hill, 1921, lie refer- 
red to a Select Committee consisting of the Ilon’lde Mr. T > C. Mitter, 
the Hon’ble the Nawah Saiyid Nawah Ali Chaudhun, Khan Bahadur, 
Mr. H. P. Duval, Mr. S. W. ( joode, Mr. S. Mahboob A ley, Dr. JIassan 
Subrawardv, Nawabzada R. M. Afzal, Khan Bahadur, Mr. Syed Eifan 
Ali, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Ha(|, (Dr. A. Kuhrawardy, Klian Bahadur 
Maulvi Hafizar Rahman Chaudhun, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin 
Ahmed and the mover with instructions to submit their report in time 
for its presentation at the August session of the Council. 
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He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion, the translation of 
which is as follows: — 

1 beg to move that the Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces 
Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1921, be referred to a Select Committee. 

I moved for the introduction of this Bill in August, 1921, in this 
Hall, but for some reason or other the Bill was not introduced at that 
time. The Bill was, however, notified in the Calcutta Gazette on the 
21st of November, 1921, and it was introduced in the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council on the 22nd November, 1921. I sufficiently justified the 
necessity for the amendments on that occasion, and it needs no further 
justification. 

The Bill has been circulated to 88 societies for eliciting public 
opinion thereon. It has also been circulated to the departmental 
officers concerned. Amongst these 38 societies, the opinions of eight 
societies together with the opinion of the District Registrar have been 
printed and circulated. 1 have every reason to ho]>e that the District 
Registrar is well versed in law, and he has, therefore, I think, accepted 
in general, the principles of the law involved in this Bill. Of these 
eight societies, however, six are in agreement with on the princi- 
pal questions, but they have expressed more or less a slight difference 
of opinion so far as the registiation fees are concerned. These six 
societies have further suggested some additions and alterations. Sir, 
it is the duty of the Select Committee to weigh tliem in the balance 
and to declare whether these suggestions are consistent to law and 
reason. Some of thene societies have also differed to a certain extent 
as under clause (6^ of section 11). This is also a matter for the Select 
Committee’s consideration. Under these circumstances, 1 do hope and 
trust that the Bill may be referred to the Select Committee. 

It is extiemely doubtful whether the two societies which have dis- 
agreed have done so under a misapprehension or personal malice. 1 
do not cure a bit whether they do agree or not. Even if they disagree, 
I would substantiate my arguments logically. Sir, everyone will bear 
me out when I say that clause (J) of section 10 is faulty in its character 
so far as the question of gratuities are concerned. It is so faulty that 
it is l>eyond the bounds of human comprehension. I am sure the two 
societies are delilierntely silent on this point. There is a saying in Sans- 
krit, viz., maunantf sammati laskshmanam , which means “ silence gives 
consent.” When these societies are silent, we are bound to take it 
that they have approved of my suggestion. 

The opinions of the two societies are based undoubtedly upon a 
misconception. All w hat I want to do is that for the word “ parties ” 
in clause (2) of section 8 of the Bill, the words “ either party ” be sub- 
stituted. The two societies have turned aghast at this and clung to the 
belief that fraud will be practised in that case. A grotesque idea! 
If these societies w ill only care to refer to sections 9 and 11 of the 
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original Ad and paragraphs 25 and 26 in notification No. 40(H). dated 
tho 30th A pill, 1918, they will irresistibly come to the conclusion that 
the parties will he bound to appear in person and sign themselves before 
the marriage registrar. And if they fail to oomph with this condi- 
tion, the marriage registrar will summarily reject the prayer. An 
appeal mav, however, be preferred before the District Registrar within 
20 days from the date of the order passed by the marriage registrar. 
Under these circumstances, I do not think it necessary or desirable at 
all that both the part ics should be present for the oral application only 
as required under section 8. 

There are instances, and not infrequent, that not a single party 
apj>ears before the jnarriage registrar. Noth the parties generally have 
to appear under section 9. Under clause ((>) of section ]()A of the 
Indian Registration Act it is laid down that if one party api>eai\s the 
other party is entitled to summon tin* party absent. I fail to see why the 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrai should be debarred from tins privilege 
especially when the Sub-Registrar is aiithoiised to do this. So tar, how- 
ever, as section 10B is concerned, there may l>e some difference of opinion. 
The Muhammadan Marriage Registrars are quite competent for this 
because they are conversant with religious injunctions and ceremonies. 
They have also received their education from the Government Madrasahs 
and have also passed the departmental examinations. Sir, men educated 
in English are entying the service nowadays. Those who have received 
then education in the Government Madrassahs, and jessed the examina- 
tions which are held there are m no way inferior to the standard of 
education obtained by the graduates of the StiTte Universities. The 
Maulvis who have passed the examinations of the Government Madias- 
saJis are eligible for appointments as Sub-Registrars, provided they 
have a certain amount of knowledge in English. Under these circum- 
stances, I am willing to agree with the Select Committee* if they are 
disposed to think that the marriage registrars will not be eini*>wcred 
to register marriages under section 1()B, but will Ik* emjxiwered to 
reject marriage prayers only under section i2(), as the Sub-Registrars 
are doing at present. There is^no other important point in this Bill to 
which objections can l>e taken, save and except this point. There may 
he some other objections of a trifling nature, but I venture to think the 
Select Committee will clear them up. 

The limitation of time ini]x>sed under section 9 may be extended to 
four months because the same concession is admissible under the Indian 
Registration Act. Persons often appear within four months and not 
within a month, as required under the law, because they are under 
the impression that the time allowed to them is four months. If the 
present law is amended, a great deal of these difficulties will be obviated. 
Section 9 of the Act renders an application to remain valid for six 
months. But if this is cut down to four months the anomalies which 
are apt to occur in these cases will assuredly be overcome. 
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In conclusion, T might observe that the Kazis were held in high 
esteem during the Muhammadan rule. They had a versatility of 
genius They administered justice, registered deeds and documents 
and shared in the resjKmsihility of all state matters. They attended 
the Mussulman ceremonials and used to get fixed fees on marriage 
occasions. But this practice of getting fees was discontinued under 
•the Regulations passed in the year 1872. 

In 18fi4, the Government did away with the titles of “ Kazeul 
Kuzat,” “ Kazi Crshera,” “ Saher Kazi ” and “ Perganah Kazi.” 
Twelve years after, /.c., in 187(>, an Act was passed into law regarding 
the marriages and divorces of the Muhammadans: and about fifty years 
after, I have brought forward this amendment. it observed .several 
Acts have been amended during this long space of time. Four years 
after, /.c., in 1880, an Act was passed in the Imjxuial Legislative 
Council (Act, Xll of 1880) which is known as the Kazi Act and which 
revived the titles which were discarded in 1804. That was, Sir, how- 
ever, a purely formal matter. There were only tom sections in that Act 
which dealt in the main with the Kazis and Naib Nazis. Section 4 of the 
Act clearly states that theie is no relationship between the departments 
ot administration and justice, and it does not mean, either directly 
or by implication, that the Kazi’s attendance is insisted upon on marri- 
age and other ceremonial occasions. Hence the Act of 1880 has no 
bearing on the Act now under discussion. But , in order to enable 
Mussulmans to jierform the marriage ceremonies satisfactorily, 1 sent 
in a notice of the Amendment Bill in 1021. It is on tin* Agenda paper 
of to-day, No. 12. V come to learn, however, that the Government of 
India’s previous sanction has not yet been accorded. So it is useless for 
me to say anything now. Nevertheless, some of the members are 
inclined to think that if these two Acts are amalgamated into one, it 
would be exvellent. The difficulty, however, is that these two Acts are 
of two different Councils. Some time, therefore, must elapse before the 
sanction of the Government of India is received. When this Bill has 
once been introduced in this Council. I do not see any reason why this 
should not be referred to a Select Committee, in which case much time 
will be saved and the Bill may eventually be passed into law’. In this 
connection, Sir, let me observe that there is a difference of opinion pre- 
vailing in this Council and I learn that it is the intention of the 
Muhammadan members, both inside and outside this Hall, that this 
Bill be not passed. There eanhot lie any other cogent reason than this 
that they have grown jealous of the idea that an insignificant member 
like mysell should take the credit of getting a Bill passed into law. 
Be that as it may, I would ask again with all the earnestness I can 
command, that the Bill be referred to the Select Committee. The 
members of this Council have got every right to agree or disagree with 
the Select Committee in so far as the passing of this Bill is concerned. 
But let me assure you, Sir, that it will be causing great hardship on 
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the Mussulman sufferers if this Bill is nut referred to the Select Com- 
mittee and my prayer is rejected forthwith in the Council. It will 
also evince a certain amount of personal jealousy on the part of the 
Mussulmans, as the Hindu members are not in the least interested in 
this measure. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I heg to opjnise thjs 
motion. I have studied this Bill, and I thought that 1 ought to have 
taken exception to it before, but leave was not taken at the time it was 
circulated. I theiefore take this oppoitunity of opj>osing it. Before 1 
deal with the points raised in the Bill, I may be jierniitted to draw 
attention to one or two of tin* provisions of tin* Act ltselt, and the 
changes that are faring to be made in them. It is a ven short matter; 
many members of the House are aware that there is a class of men who 
are known as Kazis oi man iage .registrars who have boon ap]x»inted 
under this Act. Parties foi legist ration of mairiages and di voices ought 
to go voluntarily for registration ; tin* Act provides that legislation 
should take place when the application is made b\ the* parties to the 
marriage jointly, and similarly in the east* of registration ol divorces. 
These are the present provisions of the Act. The Hill introduces a new 
change and in the place of a joint application flies to substitute “ by 
either party to the marriage or divorce ”, that is to say, the marriage 
or divorce will Ik* registered if eithei party to the marriage oi divorce 
applies for it before the marriage registrar. What the effect oi this 
will be, can be gathered from the opinions ol the \arious associations 
consulted. Several opinions have been collected, [nit I may be j*»rmittcd 
to read only two of them which aie \cr\ important on this point. The 
Secretary of the Anjunmn Islamia, Mymensingh— -the Sociotaiy oi ihe 
Uajshahi Association has for some reason or other been cniaged against 
him, but not the Association — says “in clgu.se (2) of the Bill it has 
been proposed that for 1 lie* woicb ‘ by the parties to tfie marriage' 
jointly ’ (he words * by either paities to the marriage *’ be substituted, 
but in the opinion of this Anjuman this change instead oi lieing harm- 
less us is exacted by the author of the Bill, will be i>ositively liarmiul 
as it will make the registration of bogus marriages and divoices mueb 
easier,” 

Further, the Secretary to the Hooglily District National Muham- 
madan Association says: “ With re.sjHict to tin* projKised amendmeiit of 
section 8 oi the Act and the insertion o4 the promised sections I()A and 
10B in the Act, the meeting resolved that the* amendment oi the law 
was not desirable as it would most likely dead to fraud being com- 
mitted by unscrupulous people.* * We know, Sir, that the Bill 
provides in section 10B that if any party does not appear before the 
marriage registrar, the marriage should Ik 1 registered ej parte. 
Section 10A says that an attempt should lie made to serve a summons 
upon the party, and if the party does not appear in that case also the 
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registration will take place ex parte. How is this officer, the Kazi, to 
serve these summonses. He is not paid by Government, nor has he got 
any machinery to have these summonses served; nor in some cases have 
they got peons. Where they have got peons, it would be very easy 
for an unscrupulous wealthy person who has taken a fancy to any parti- 
cular girl, to appear before the Kazi and make an application, and 
have a summons issued; he then gets bold of the peon who is going 
to serve this summons and takes it away from him and then the registra- 
tion is made ex parte. The man then applies to the District Magistrate 
and states that the parents of the girl refuse to send the girl to him, 
with the result that the innocent girl is handed over to a person whom 
she has never seen. In some cases, if I remember aright, these persons 
have been detected and brought to justice. Thus', as the Anjuman 
Islamia says, this change will, instead of being harmless, be positively 
harmful. 1 should resentfully submit to tbe House that there is no 
necessity for the reference of this Bill to the Select Committee. 

I do not know what idea my friend has in bringing this matter 
before the House; it is a known fact that this Act is not a compulsory, 
but a voluntary one. 

There is another point, namely, the question of' fees. I do not 
know what motive led the mover to disturb the old provision of the 
Act. lie has fixed a higher scale ot fees to be realised from {>ersons 
entering into marriages or divorces. It is a well-known fact that the 
Muhammadans are very poor and the provision in the old Act for fees 
and registration of marriages was not compulsory but only voluntary 
and only those who wished or were rich enough to have their marriages 
and divorces registered could do so. If you raise the fees now, the 
icsult will be that the Muhammadans, being jxior, would refuse to go 
to the marriage registrar’s office, so that the very purjx>se for which 
the Bill is introduced would be defeated, and in this connection, I may 
be permitted to cite the opinion of the Secretary to the National Muham- 
madan Association. He says: “ As regards clause (4) of the Bill, this 
Association is of opinion that the fee rate should not be raised as 
proposed and tbe fees prescribed by section of tbe original Act be 
retained. Owing to poverty of the Muhammadans they generally do not 
register their marriages and divorces and the evil consequences are a 
multiplicity of suits and cases. Hence to encourage {>eople to register 
their marriages and divorces the original prescribed fees should be 
retained.” Even now with Re. I as the fee for registration, sufficient 
numbers of registers of marriages and divorces do not take place, and 
if you increase it still further, what will be the result? The inevitable 
result would be that nobody would care to register their marriages and 
divorces, and the very object of the Bill would be frustrated. These, 
Sir, are the two main provisions of the Bill and they will be positively 
harmful to the Muhammadan community rather than do any good to 
them. So I strongly oppose the Bill and request all the members to 
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carefully consider the whole question and to judge if it is at all neces- 
sary to refer the Bill to the Select Committee. 

Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: I am sorry, Sir, I cannot support 
the Bill which has been introduced by Shah Sved Emdadul Raq. A 
reading of the Bill will tell you that it deals specifically with five 
different joints. Firstly, it empowers Kazis to register marriages and 
divorces er parte; secondly, it provides for apjnuils to District Magis- 
trates; thirdly, it enhances the period of time from one month to four 
months; fourthly, it enhances the fee and fixes the maximum at Us. 5; 
and fifthly, the idea is the compulsory registration of Muhammadan 
marriages and divorces. 

Let me see for* a moment whether there is any necessity for intro- 
ducing these five items. ]*»t me ask the learned mover what was the 
defect in the old Muhammadan law of marriages and divorces. Unfor- 
tunately, his whole sjieech did not disclose any of them. I will try to 
point out a few defects in the present amending Bill. Let me take the 
question of c.r parte registration of marriages and divorces. My friend, 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kmaduddin Ahmed, has already dealt with the 
question and 1 share his opinion that it will Ik* more harmful than other- 
wise. A person wishing to marry a girl will go to the Kazi, give him 
some nazar and get an e.r parte decree and get the marriage registered 
although the consent of the girl has not been given; jnissibly litigation 
will follow, whirl? is hnrdh desirable, and it will pave the way to all 
sorts of corruption and fraud which may he practised u|M>n the innocent 
jieople. We should not teach the poor jieople to litigate, which involves 
a heavy expenditure on both the parties. With regard to the sjmee of 
time, I submit that there is no necessity of extending it from one month 
to four months. 1 find that some of the Anjumans are of opinion that 
an extension of time might favour the registration of nnuriages. The 
idea in the Bill is to legislate for the compulsory registration of 
Muhammadan marriages and divorces. Marriage is a highly religious 
institution and the registration thereof is not favoured by the Muham- 
madan law; so we, as Muhammadans, should not favour it in any way. 

Then there is the question *of fees. I do not know why the mover 
should have decided on a higher scale of fees. What is the defect in 
the present Bill? Now we can pay about a rupee or two to the Kazi 
by way of a voluntary nazar and settle the affair. What is the neces- 
sity of fixing a higher scale at the present moment? There is absolutely 
no reason for the insertion of the fixed fee clause as the present system 
has not proved harmful. 

I have already said that the compulsory registration of Muhammadan 
marriages and divorces is not favoured by the Muhammadan law and 
as such we should not give our assent to the Bill. The whole Bill shows 
that the idea of the mover is to clothe the Kazis with additional powers 
and also to give them additional fees to fill their pockets with, and I 
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am tempted to say — I hope I shall be excused for saying so — that my 
learned friend, the mover, must have got a lot of friends among the 
Kazis, but that is my impression so far as I have been able to correctly 
understand the Bill. 

The decrees of the Kazis cannot cure the defects of the Muhammadan 
law so far as marriages and divorces are concerned, marriage must be 
celebrated in conformity with the Muhammadan law. If the parties are 
not satisfied with the decree of a Kazi they will have to resort to the 
civil court, where their decrees will have no effect, and if this be so, 
what is the necessity of conferring additional jmwers on them? All that 
1 have got to sav is that the House will consider twice before allowing 
the Bill to be referred to the Select Committee. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: As a non- 

Muhammadan, I view with dismay the suggestions and merits of the 
Bill. When Act 1 of lHTb was passed, the view taken by the legisla- 
ture was that voluntary registration should he allowed for reasons 
enunciated in the Act itself. It was not necessary, therefore, that 
when an application was to be made, it was to be made jointly by both 
the parties. The suggestion in the Bill is that the application may be 
made by either of the parties. Now, therefore, there is a shock to the 
whole scheme of the Act of 1S7(J. It is necessary therefore to consider 
the value of the amendments proposed. Now, supposing an application 
is made by one of the parties without notice to the* other party, the 
registration would he an r,r parte one and the result would lie disastrous. 
Jt will he necessary to prove the service of the notice. Under the 
present Act, the Registrar cannot exercise his dut\ unless both parties 
are present. Where is the necessity of having a cumbrous procedure? 
We should avoid it and stick to the old principle, namely, jointness 
of both parties to the transaction. A new principle is enunciated in 
the Bill. Moreover, we often find that there is a flood of cases in the 
civil courts for the purpose of setting aside marriages: why is it, so? 
Because the parties do not go to the registration offices for the purpose 
of registering their marriages, and also because the whole affair is a 
voluntary one. As 1 have closely read Hie several clauses of the Bill, 
the preamble and the statement of objects and reasons of the present 
Act, I submit that such a suggestion, if carried, will lx* harmful to 
the interest of tl^* Muhammadan community. 

Then again, we find that und°r section 9 of the Act on the presenta- 
tion of an application and on payment of Re. 1 as fee, the registrar 
will exercise his functions. The present Bill suggests that the scale 
should be higher, and in clause *(9) {a) of the Bill, we find a catalogue 
of fees mentioned there. A \re we to understand that when members of 
the Muhammadan community go voluntarily to the registration office for 
the purpose of registering their marriages, they will be required to pay 
higher fee? If this piineiple be adopted, the consequences will be 
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harmful and people will be deterred from having their marriages regis- 
tered. The object of the Act of 187b will be frustrated. Hence my 
humble suggestion to the Council is that care should be taken not to 
increase the fees. Now, if I refer to the statistics of facts and figures, 
what do we find in the Burdwan Division to which 1 belong ? We find 
that there has been a lesser number of marriages registered, and if we 
are to increase the fees, there will be still lesser number of uiairiage^ 
registered. Therefore, I think it necessary, alter a close study of the 
provisions of the Bill before the Council, and the speech which was 
delivered by the Member m Charge in the interest of the Muhammadan 
community there should not be a higher rate of fees. I do not wish 
to take up further time of the Council, but 1 do press u|K>n the atten- 
tion of the Select Committee, if one is apjxnnted, and if not, ujmmi the 
attention of the Council that there are serious objections to t lie raising 
of the fees. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi ABDU8 SALAM: I have no desire to throw 
a damper on the reforming zeal of the Shah Sahib and 1 congratulate 
him on his observation that then* should be no jH*nminence in laws. 

I thought that lieing a Shall Sahib, he would recognise the fact that 
the Muhammadan religious law of marriage is a permanent law, and 
that the sham or the Muhammadan leligious law i.s permanent. It is 
not, therefore, ojien to us to mtioduce reforms and changes in the Moslem 
substantive lav\ of Tminiage Let us see what is the Muhammclan law' 
relating to marriages. Coder that law there arc only two essentials 
laid down: fiist, that tlieie should be consent by 4\w two parties — the 
would-be husband and the would-be wife — and secondly, that the con- 
sent should be given m the presence of two witnesses; that is all that 
is required to validate a Moslem marriage. When this Act of 1876 
was under discussion, there was a heated controversy lietw’wn the two 
sections of the Muhammadan pm tv — the progressive party and the 
orthodox party. The orthodox paitv was represented by the Muham- 
madan Literary Society, and the progressive party was represented by 
the Central National Muhammadan Association. The Central National 
Muhammadan Association wanttM that the Bill should be made com- 
pulsory, that is, the parties contracting marriages should lie compelled 
to register them nolens cylens, whereas the orthodox jmrty shouted out 
that that would go against the Muhammadan law. There was, how- 
ever, a compromise effected, and it warn held that this law should }>e 
left optional entirely with the parties, as to whether they should register 
theii mairiages or not. That has been the existing state of things. 
Now the Shah Sahib wants that the provision in the Act should he 
changed in so far that, if one of the jwrties applies to the Muham- 
madan registrar to have the marriage registered, the registrar can call 
upon the other party to api>ear and the attendance can be enforced by the 
issue of a summons. That means that the other party is put under 
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compulsion and has to go to the registrar’s office to give his consent, 
or he is under the temptation of telling a lie for which he might ho 
liable to prosecution for perjury and so forth. Is it first of all expedient 
to put the other party in a position in which he would be most apt to 
commit an act of perjury? Secondly, the most obnoxious thing is that 
you compel a person to go to the registrar, which is not necessary and 
eVvhich is indirectly an infringement of the Muhammadan law of marriage. 
Therefore, that is the' most obnoxious feature of the Bill. The Shah 
Sahib has recognised the fact after he had a discussion with me cn the 
subject. He has further said that if there be such an objection, he is 
willing to provide for this change that the marriage registrar, instead 
of registering the marriage, would reject the application. If my friend 
wishes to give up this point, which is the whole thing in the Bill, what 
remains, I wonder? What remains is only the matter about the fee. 
That is not, however, a matter of importance. That is not a thing 
which requires to he put in the shape of a Bill and does not require 
so much discussion and is not worth occupying the attention of the 
Council, not worth the cost of printing these things (these Bills and 
the collection of opinions). The change can easily he effected bv rules 
framed by the Government under the existing Act. If my friend is 
willing to give up the main point in the Bill about the enforcement 
of the other party’s attendance regarding the registration of the main- 
age, the whole object of the Bill goes. That being so, I think the Bill 
ought to lx dropjied. 1 would ask Muhammadan members, one and all. 
to unanimously reject the Bill. As regards European and Hindu rnem- 
liers, as it is a question affecting our religion, they will do best hv 
abstaining from voting on the matter. 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADAS8UR HU8SAIN : The amendment 
proposed b\ Shah Nyed Kmdadul Haq in the Act is full of mischievous 
and dangerous provisions, and 1 think if the Bill be passed into law it 
will open the door to fraud, hard litigation, and endanger the happi- 
ness of many a pool family. Tt is well known that respectable persons 
do not u.^ a rule register their marriages, it is the poorer and very 
often the lower section of the community who register their marriages 
and divorces. The aristocrats and the middle class think it beneath 
their prestige and dignity to register their marriages. I find that in 
the draft amendment Bill three proj^sals have been made — 

(7) to increase the rate of registration fee; 

(2) to abolish the acceptance of nazarana ; and 
(,?) that the marriage may he registered even at the instance of 
one of the parties. 

As regards (7) no complaint has as yet been received from the 
marriage registrars that the fee which is paid is not sufficient and ode* 
quate. Moreover, the Muhammadans being poor, can hardly be in a 
position to pay a higher registration fee. 



1982.] VTTON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 181 

*' \ * 

reglrds .^) 110 com P lain t has as yet been heard from any person 
thift any marriage registrar has extorted anything. Even if the 
n^arana be abolished no provision in the Act can stop extortion. The 
registration being optional no marriage registrar would for his own 
interests extort anything. 

Then as regards (3) ex parte registration, it will place an instrument 
in tile hand of unscrupulous persons and libertines for reasons given* 
by ifry friend Khan Bahadur Emaduddin Ahmed. The Muhammadans 
do not want it. The poor man’s daughter will be quite unsafe and the 
happiness of many a poor family will be at stake. If a libertine takes 
a fancy to a beautiful girl of a j>oor man, he will proceed to the regis* 
trar and suppressing the notices, as is sometimes done in civil courts 
by bribing the civil court peon, he will get the marriage or divorce 
registered and try to possess the girl with the aid of bogus registration. 

Eor these reasons, I would ask the Council with all the earnestness 
I can command, to reject the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: With regard to 
this Bill much can be said on either side. Of course, there is reason 
to apprehend that the provision of section 10A, which is intended to 
he introduced into the Act, will be a source of oppression in the hands 
of designing people. But, on the contrary, to give the devil his due, 
it must be admitted that there is some advantage in introducing this 
Bill. It i^ not without reason, as for instance, at present section U) 
entitles the marriage registrar to accept nazarana from tile parties. 
Although it is only an enabling provision, it has. become a source of 
profit to the marriage registrar; and this Bill intends to do away with 
that practice of accepting nazarana, which lias become a second nature 
iu the person of the marriage registrars. Wit Ii regard to this, I am 
bound to say that it is a salutary provision ami tin* present system should 
be done away with. At the same time, the profit that is allowed to the 
marriage registrar is scarcely sufficient to keep him up in office; so, 
there should be some provision for allowing a graduated scale of fees 
to the Kazi. It stands, however, to reason that when a poor man, whose 
dower does not exceed Its. 200, # goes to the registration office for the 
registration of his marriage, it will be bard on him to j>ay Its. 2; but 
when a rich man whose dower is a large amount, wants to register his 
marriage, it is not reasonable that he should get away by paying only 
Re. 1, as the Kazi is not entitled to receive any naxararui . So, I 
submit that it is a very salutary provision. There is another point, 
and that is, that instead of one month the period during which a 
marriage can be registered has been extended to four months, as we 
fpid that in the Registration Act, a document can be registered within 
four months of its execution. There is a further provision that on 
payment of additional fees, another four months, i. e . , eight months 
altogether can be allowed for registration of insurance*. There is no 
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reason why when «sce a' marriage has been celebrated a a# fpr sopj&’ 
reason or other there is some delay in registering it* some ceneesa%B 
should not be allowed, and the extension of the period from ope< 
to four months seems to be (juite a reasonable provision. 

, Then, with regard to section 10A, there is some approh^ 
if it remains as it is, it will open a wide gate to frauds and the nan) 

^tion of many mischiefs. But the learned mover has already sawL 
he is not in favour of having ex parte registration. There is a similar 
provision in the Registration Act that, when a document is executed, 
either party can present it to the registration office, and on its present** 
tion the other party is called upon to admit its execution. In casejir? 
his refusal, the Suh-Itegistrar records an order refusnig its registration, 
and the party is left to appeal to the District Registrar or to thte Speci§l 
Sub-Registrar. As that is the pio\ision in the Registration Act, there 
is not much difference in having ibis provision in our Act. Moreover, 
under section 9, it is incumbent on the marriage registrar to make an 
inquiry as to whether the marriage has been actually celebrated or not; 
and for that it is incumbent on both parties to go before tbe marriage 
registrar. If both the parties have to he present at the time of the 
actual registration, it does not make much difference whether the initi- 
ative is taken by one party. Section 8 is only a provision for taking the 
initiative, /.c., the power of moving the marriage registrar to take 
action. When section 9 ln>s down that both the parties should go to 
the marriage registrar at the time of registration, j it is not necessary 
at the initial stage that both the parties should he present. Section 11 
further lays downwind the rules also lay down that the marriage 
registrar should satisfy himself that both parties will enter into mairi- 
age ami if there is going to he a valid marriage. When these two 
salutary provisions are there, 1 do not see there will he any harm to 
either jmrties approaching the marriage registrar. With regard to 
nazarana and taking the initiative in the matter, they are the most 
important matter and, as such, justified. 


> 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: I desire to explain the attitude of 
Government in this matter. Hon’ble 'members will notice that Shall 
Syed Emdadul Haq has introduced two Bills — the Bengal Muham- 
madan Marriages and Divorces Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1922, 
and the Bengal Kazis (Amendment) Bill, 1922. We suggested to tli€? ! 
Shah Sahib that the quest ions .involved in both these Bills are questions 
of the utmost importance to the Muhammadan community, 
being so, it was suggested that perhaps it would be better And ^ser ii 
the Government appointed a representative Muhammadan committee, to 
go into the whole matter and after that either a private member eiithe* 
Government might take up the matter. I may tell this Hous^ihfi the 
whole question was carefully discussed in 1914 by a jejg|eiifent4Hvu 
Muhammadan committee. The Shah Sahib agreed to suggestion. 
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to Kazis Bill but with regard to tliis BUI bis point was that 
Twas no question of principle involved in it, but that it was a Bill 
jdj^ng amendments of different matters of detail. I think, Sir, 
ddhate this afternoon has abundantly proved that this Bill may 
wfet* * M|uestions of details, but that there is important difference Of 
oplfti^nr iyith regard to such details. Therefore, I desire to place certain 
wujjreetione on behalf of Government. The one is that the matter bm 
left to the vote of the non-official Muhammadan members of this 
(Jouneil/ So far as official members are concerned, they would not vote. 

regards the non-official ITimlu members, of course, I have no right 
W suggest as to how they should vote, but T leave it to them to consider, 
as my friend Khan Bahadur Abdus Salam has done, that this is a matter 
4n which many of them may not feel com indent to come to a (‘orrect 
decision. It is a matter for individual Hindu members to consider, hut 
so far as my suggestion has any weight with them, I suggest, that they 
should abstain from voting at this stage, at any rate. But personally 
I would like that both these Bills he considered by a representative 
Muhammadan committee and then either the present mover or any other 
member may take up the recommendations of the committee and come 
up before this Council. With your leave, may T explain a few words i<> 
the Shah Sahib in Bengali, as I am not sure whether he has followed 
my suggestions? 

[The Hon’hle tV Minister then explained in Bengali the suggestions 
made in his speech above. He then went on in English. "| 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: 1 have HO ftir only explained my 
attitude in this matter; meml>ers are aware that at tliis stage, il is only 
permissible to discuss the principle of the Bill and nothing more. It 
is necessary now to say a few words about the merits of the motion 
before the House. So far as I can see, the only principle dhat can be 
deduced fiom the various provisions in the Bill is to give facilities to 
Mphajpm/idans in the matter of registration of their marriages. With 
that question of principle I am in entire sympathy, hut the point which 
will have to he considered very very carefully is as to whether, in trying 
to give effect to that principle, we may not he doing something injurious 
to Muhammadan interests. Therefore, if the mover accepts my sugges- 
tions then he may agree to withdraw his motion for the present. If 
not, I leave it, so far as possible, to the votes of the non-official Muham- 

ynadatt members of this Council. 9 

*' . f *> ' 

/ SHAH 1YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali pressing his 
motion. The translation of his speech is as follows: — 

f explained in full before. I have already sent in notice of a 
resolution ask ing that the Kazi (Amendment) Bill may he duly con- 
sidered strong element of Muhammadan representation befor* 

tee Bill is referred to the Select Committee. It is on the Agenda 
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Paper No. 54. All the nine non-official members of the Select Committee 
are Muhammadans and there is an official Muhammadan member tdjp. 
A stronger Muhammadan element cannot possibly be expected than 

this. ,r 

•$* ‘ . 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYE8. 


Altai, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wasimuddln. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Ataharuddin. 

Mimed, Munshl Jafar. 

Aley, Mr. A. Mahboob. 

A«am, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haflzar 
Rahman. 


Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Faxhil. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 
Makramall, Munihl. 

Nakey, Mlrza Muhammad Ml. 
Buhrawardy, Dr. A. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Rattan. 


Afddy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 
Mimed, Maulvl Raft Uddln. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

Ahmed, Mr. M. 

All Maulvl Byed Muksood. 

All, Munthl Amir. 

All, Munshl Ayub. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl 8hah Muhammad. 

Oas Gupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Hussain, Maulvl Mahammed Madassur. 

The Ayes being 14 and the No 


Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Karim, Maulvl Fazlul. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld*ud*dln. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftque Uddln. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Erthaa All. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mohan Singh. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdus. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Slnha, Babu Burendra Narayan. 

25, the motion was lost. 


The Bengal Kazis (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The following motion stands in the 
name of Shah Syed Emdadul Haij 

Shah S>'ed Emdadul Ilaq to move for leave to introduce a Bill to 
amend the Kazis Act, 1880, in its application to Bengal. 

I may tell the members that the sanction of the Government of 
India for the introduction of this measure has not yet been received. 
Therefore, this mattei stands postponecLfor the present. 

8HAH 8YE0 EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali. The transla- 
tion of his speech is as follows: — T also do not like to move for leave 
to introduce this Bill as I have put in a resolution in this Council ask- 
ing to form a committee consisting of a strong Muhammadan element. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1822. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali. The English 

translation of his speech is as follows: — „ * 

1 beg to move that leave be given to introduce a Bill to amend 
Bengal Tillage Self-Government Act, 1919. 
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The Act which I propose to amend was passed in the Bengal legis- 
lative Council on the 9th April, 1919. It is, therefore, in the opinion 
of some, quite unnecessary to make amendments to this Act within 
suph a short space of time. This Act was passed into law after due 
deliberation although no practical effect has been given to it. 1 con- 
fess I have no experience in Local Self-Government. As the Act relates 
to *■ matter which has close connection with villages, where 1 hail front 
I profoundly interested, and trust that 1 shall he given a patient 
hearing when dealing in brief of course, with all the aspects of the Bill. 
This Act deals in the main w it h the Chaukidari and the Punchaveti sys- 
tem. As I have said on a previous occasion, I am a President of the 
Chaukidari Union jjpr over Jo years. I am also a President of the Union 
4 Board. I was a member of the District and Local Boards for a long 
period. As a result of the experience 1 have thus acquired, I have 
suggested certain material amendments which have been embodied m 
this Bill. Immense good will be done' to this country if the Bill is 
introduced in the Council and public opinion invited thereon. 

Unfortunately, however, this Bill has l>eeii circulated only to-day. 
Several members, therefore, have not been able to realise its signifi- 
cance. 

In section 16 of the Act, the District Board has been empowered to 
remove the President of the Union Board on receipt of the rejxirt of 
tw r o-thirds of the members of the Union Board. But there is no such 
provision in the said section ‘empowering the District Board to call for 
an explanation from the President of the Pimm Boaid, nor is there 
anything in the section which provides for making an apjieal to the Dis- 
trict Board. Therefore, a provision has been made in this section so 
that — (1) before the President is removed from office, he shall hr* given an 
opportunity of answering the charges framed against him*; and (*2) an 
appeal shall lie to the Commissioner of the Division against the order 
of removal within one month from the date of such order. Kveryl>ody 
knows that even a chaukidar lias got the right to appeal to the higher 
authority. If such he the case with a chaukidar, 1 fail to understand 
why an officer of the rank of tFie President of a Union Board should be 
debarred from the privilege of making an apj>eal to the higher authority. 
The Local Self-Government Act provides for an appeal in the event of 
any wrong or injustice done. I have made a provision in this section 
on the lines of the Local Self-Govermribnt Act 

[At this stage the Deputy-President gave a warning to the mover 
that he should not be allowed more than 10 minutes.] 

% 

•HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: I bow to vour ruling. But this 
Question, an important question, relates to the amendment of an 
important Act. However, I shall try my best to he brief. 
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Sir, in sub-section (2) of section 16, two-thirds of the memberfl^of 
the Union Boards have been invested with powers to remove the V/fte- 
President of the Board. Hence it is that I have suggested that' the 
local board should be empowered to discharge the services of the 
, Vice-President of the Union Board, on the recommendation of two- 
thirds of the members, but the Union Board; should not be empowered 
to remove the Vice-President. 

I have also suggested in section 21, that an appeal will lie before 
the District Board in order to reverse the decision of the local board, and 
the District Board’s decision shall be final. The salaries, the strength, 
etc., of the chaukidars and the daffadars are at present determined by 
the Magistrate alone. But I should suggest that the Magistrate should 
^be the highest authority in this regard with an Advisory Board to be, 
com turned for this purpose of members elected, one from every 10 Union 
Boards. This is not an unwise suggestion to my mind and will bring in 
complete autonomy at no distant date. Otherwise, it is totally futile 
to invest the Union Boards with plenary powers in matters of this 
description. 

As regards section 21 (a) (-o) of sub-section (c), this is a trifling 
matter. 1 hope my suggestion will be accepted. As regards section 
32, I venture to submit that it would be extremely hard on the Union 
Boards to establish primary schools and dispensaries, but it would be far 
easier for them to distribute medicines, and to provide for the engage- 
ment of the services of kavirajes, hakims and hommpathic practi- 
tioners. 

1 have suggested an addition at the end of section 36, as sub-sec- 
tion (2). The Union Board cannot remove a chaukidari or a daffadar 
(vide Government circular No. 2197 P.J., dated the 21st May, 1920), 
but it can remove any other officer (vide Government circular No. 1030 
L.S.-G., dated 29th March, 1920). How does this stand to reason. 
This is most unreasonable and a provision should be made in this Act 
as regards the rigid of apj>eal to the District Board. 

In section 40 of the Act, 1 have suggested that after the word “ neces- 
sary,” the words “ and after considering the report of the Union 
Board ” shall be inserted. One reason is that the magistrate is em- 
powered to enhance or reduce the taxes imposed by the Union Boards 
after necessary enquiries. This is not fair, 1 submit. An explanation 
should be called for in the first^ instance. Otherwise the result will be 
the abuse of the powers vested in the Magistrates. 

I have also suggested that in section 45, a sulKsection should be 
inserted as sub-section (/). The reason is that although there ia *4 pro- 
vision in the law the District Board would help the Union Boards with 
funds, no such help, as a matter of fact, is afforded whenever it is sought 
for. In my district of Tippera, I can cite plenty of instances wham not 
more than Its. 75 is granted to the Union Boards, although Mr. De # 
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thellate Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, recommended an 
aUowent of Ra. 300 to each of these Union Boards. Hence the Union 
Boards should possess absolute control over t lie incomes derived in their 
respective jurisdictions. 

£3 regards section 58, I submit that my intention is to make the 
meaning of that section more clear. 

I have suggested that after section 70, the following shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

“ 70 A. Postponement on application for transfer.— If, before the 
commexicemept of the hearing of the case the accused notifies to the union 
bench that be has applied, or t lint he intends to apply to the District 
Magistrate, or any other Magistrate having jurisdiction in this behalf, 
for the transfer of the case to any other bench or any other Magistrate, 
the bench shall postpone the trial in such a manner as will afford a 
reasonable time for the application being made and an order being 
obtained thereon.” 

It is extremely desirable that provision should be made for safe- 
guarding the interests of the accused in the event of his desiring to have 
his case transferred to some other bench or Magistrate. Tin* Presi- 
dents of the Union Boards have no necessity of being graduates, and 
practically they are not so. But there is a safeguard even against the 
highly cultuied wid educated men, c.g.. Deputy and Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates for the right of appeal in the Criminal Law. So ] would 
strongly emphasise t lie necessity of making a provision against the 
majority of the uneducated Presidents for obtaining redress when wrong 
is done. I am myself a Bench President but I do not mind this provision 
being made as my sole intention is to make Ihe law a law of justice. 

In the second column of item 1 in Schedule III to the sit id Act, the 
words “ or circle officers ” should be omitted. I have suggested this 
because there is a provision in the said Schedule that the Magistrate is 
empowered to delegate his power to the Superintendents of Police, Sub- 
divisional Officers and Circle Officers as to the removal of the chauki- 
dars and daffadars. I do not thitik that the Circle Officers should lie so 
empowered. To the best of my knowledge, I have every reason to view 
with suspicion the work of these Circle Officers. Humours, though they 
may be unfounded and of a wild character, are broadcast as to the integ- 
rity of the Circle Officers. So why should we allow these rumours to 
reach our ears? Prevention is better than cure. In short, I have sup- 
ported the amendments to sections 10, 21, 27, 32, 36, 40, 45, 58 and 70 
of thief Act. Amongst them I have supported the inclusion of a new 
sub-section in section 45 as regards the making over of one-third of the 
amount of road-cess to each Union Boards. As regards the other 
sections much of the difficulties which are likely to arise have been 
obviated by section 101 of this Act. 
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I find that there is a resolution also in the Council as regards the 
formation of a committee to consider the various questions of amend- 
ments of this Act. If such a committee is formed, there is no reason 
for me to be dissatisfied. But having regard to the short time allotted 
' fpr the discussion of the non-official business, I think this matted may 
not be taken up for discussion at all. Under these circumstances I do 
*not see Ihere will be any harm if this Bill is introduced. When the 
opinions of the various public bodies are collected, several matters will 
be brought to our notice. 

Babll AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I oppose the motion to introduce 
this Bill, firstly, on the ground that we have just received the Bill and 
/we are not in a position to say whether the proposed amendments are 
necessary or not. Secondly, as will appear from the agenda, 
Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri is going to move a resolution to the effect 
that a committee should be appointed to suggest what amendments to 
the Village Self-Government Act of 1919 are necessary. We know that 
this Act should be amended, but at the same time we must appoint a 
committee to consider what amendments are necessary, and before we 
get the report of that committee 

(A voice: “ Is he allowed to make a speech at this stage?”) 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: No. He can only make a brief state- 
ment as to why he objects. " 

Babll AMULYA DHONE ADDY: What I say is that I do object to 
the introduction of the Bill. The law was enacted only two years ago 
in 1919 and we have not had a fair trial of it as yet. However, let us 
appoint a committee and see what amendments should be made. 

Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: If this Bill is introduced, will it 
be permissible to include other sections of the Act which are not covered 
by the Bill? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: No. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I ask for a ruling? 

Under Standing Order No. 43, seven days' time is required before the 
Bill can be considered. 

Tha DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: I think you are making a mistake. 
That does not apply to this stage of introduction of a Bill which i* a mere 
formality. A member can introduce a Bill and the Bill may be circu- 
lated even on the day on which it is presented before the Houpe. It 
does not require seven days’ circulation. 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: It is a very 

important matter and the whole House is very anxious to have a ruling* 
on the point. 
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TIM DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I hope the ruling I have given is 
clear. 

Kumar 8HIIL SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Objection has been made 
to the introduction of the Bill and a vote should be taken. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The motion for leave to introduce w^l 
certainly be put to the vote if it is not withdrawn. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: In this matter I think we ought to 
hear what the Hon’ble Minister has got to sav. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : 1 think the II on’ble Minister may like 
to give his views. ’ 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 find myself in 
a somewhat diflicult position and 1 will explain it as clearly as I can. 
In the first place we do not want it to be understood that Government 
will not give the mover leave to introduce the Bill. We are anxious 
to give a full and fair hearing to the proj>osals which he has 
submitted before the House. At the same time I desire to point out 
that the Bill contains provisions which it will be the duty of Govern- 
ment to oppose at a later stage, and there is much force in the argu- 
ment which has been put forward by my friend, Babu Aniulya Dhone 
Addy, that it is proposed to appoint a committee to consider Village 
Self-Government Act, and that being so, it is for the House to consider 
whether a Bill of this kind should he allowed ty be introduced or not. 
The Bill contains provisions some of which — 1 will not use the word 
frivolous — are absolutely useless. At, tin* same time there are provi- 
sions which go to the root of the existing Act which has been in force 
for only three or four years. Therefore when the Bill conjes on if at all 
for the consideration of the Select ('onimittee, it will he the duty of 
Government to oppose it. At the same time Government do not want 
to refuse a hearing to the mover who has placed this Bill before the 
House, but we are prepared to give my friend a hearing. Therefore, 
I have no objection to the introduction of the Bill. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ delivered his sjieecli in Bengali, a 
translation of which is as follows : — 

. I am also in favour of a committee and if this Bill is not introduced 
at all, I have every reason to hope tTiat this Bill may be discussed 
together with my amendments. But they have not been admitted on 
the ground that there cannot be any discussion on both the matters. 
If my amendments are accepted, I am prepared to withdraw this motion. 
This is, Sir, most reasonable. But at the present moment, Government 
have reasons to object to niv proposal. However, I withdraw* my motion 
now, and if in the future, a committee is formed, I hope and trust that 
this Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill will be carefully 
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considered along with the Act and I shall be given every opportunity of 
speaking when occasion arises. 

The motion was then by leave of the Council withdrawn. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general 
public interest). 

Travelling allowance, salary, etc., to members of the Counoil. 

Mr. AJOY CH UNDER DUTT: T beg to move that “ this Council 
recommends to the Government that one first class fare be allowed as 
travelling allowance to the members of the Bengal Legislative Council 
in future.” 

I confess that in moving this resolution T am not sure of its success. 
I discuss this matter informally with a few friends of mine and I 
thought that such a fine resolution would be accepted straightaway by 
every single non-official member of this Council. I found, however, that 
there were some who strongly objected to this very innocent proposal, 
and curiously enough amongst them were persons whom I regard as 
independent, honest, upright and patriotic. When these gentlemen 
fail me, I confess I am very much in doubt as to whether I shall succeed 
in getting this proposal accepted by the Council. But since I have put 
my name to this proposal, T suppose I must move the resolution, and 
hope that these gentlemen will reconsider their decision in the light of 
what T say and be prepared to vote in favour of my resolution. 

This resolution of mine forms a corollary, I may say, to all previous 
resolutions moved by members of t lie Bengal Legislative Council in the 
cause of retrenchment. The very first day I arrived in this Council 
Chamber I heard of retrenchment proposals. I believe one of the first 
motions moved was by Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur proposing 
that the salary of the Ministers should he reduced. That was in the 
cause of retrenchment. Then another motion was moved and accepted 
that the number of Executive Council Members should he reduced. 
That I believe was also in the cause of retrenchment : and we have 
passed numerous resolutions for the purpose of effecting retrenchment. 
When the budget came up for discussion on two occasions, we assailed 
Government and charged them with lavishness, and when the demands 
for grants were made we cut down the figures ruthlessly. All this 
indicates that the watchword of the Bengal Legislative Council, at least 
of the non-official members, is retrenchment. Now if you want the 
Government to retrench, I should like individual members also to prac- 
tice what they preach. Let us not be regarded hv the outside public 
as mere babblers who do not believe in what they say. Let us prove to 
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the public that we can make sacrifices. We have been severely critici- 
sed h? the Press. One critic has called us “ selfish sycophants.” It is 
a hofrible expression. Let us prove to the public that we are not selfish' 
sycophants and let us tell the country that we are prepared to fake one 
first class fare each way in place of two first class fares. I say there are 
members in this Council who have already made sacrifices in this direc- 
tion. Take the case of my friend, Mr. Ilishindra Nath Sarkar, take th£ 
case of Mr. S. M. Bose and there are three or four others. There is also 
Rai Abinash Chandra Bauer jee Bahadur. Now’ these gentlemen have 
to visit theii constituencies at least seven or eight times in the year, and 
so far as I am aware they do not draw a single penny from Government 
in the shape of travelling allowance. These gentlemen have set a noble 
example of sacrifice which may well be followed by the other members 
of the Council. 

Now% the amount of saving that we shall make will not In* very much 
I was looking into the figures and I think we shall he able to make a 
saving of Rs. 25,000 a year if my proposal is accepted. Well that is 
not very much, but still that is something. “Save as much as you can” 
is my motto, and I think that is also the motto of the Council. 1 would 
like to ask one question of the members of this Council, nr., how is it 
that Mr. C. R. Das is extremely popular not only amongst the non-co- 
operators but even amongst persons who do not profess the non-co- 
operation principle The reason is simply because Mr. C. It. Das and 
others like him have made sacrifices although in a wrong direction. 

Mr. HU8EYN SHAHEED 8UHRAWARDY? Why in the wrong 
direction ? 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Well, that is my opinion. These 
gentlemen have made sacrifices and that is the reason why the people 
admire them. I want every non-official member of this Council to make 
a sacrifice. Let them stand before the country and say that we will not 
accept two first class fares, one first class is sufficient for us. In this 
, connection permit me to mention that there is a body of members in this 
Council who habitually travel second class. Now J do not mean any 
offence. There is absolutely no harm in travelling second class. In 
fact, if Mr. Gladstone, when he was the Prime Minister of England, 
could trayel third class without loss of dignity, status or prestige what- 
ever you call it, surely we can travel sec<fnd without sustaining a loss in 
these respects. Let the members of this Council realize that prestige or 
dignity is not inseparably associated with the first class travelling. I 
expect therefore that every non-official gentleman will vote in favour of 
my proposal. It is no use sending this matter to a committee. We are 
all here and we must decide now and for ourselves whether we shall take 
a double or a single first. We do not want to make inquiries about the 
matter: we know exactly what the facts are. I do hope that your 
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decision in this matter will be such as to be acceptable to the country. 
I think that is all that I have to say. * 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT then called upon Mr. J. Campbell 
Forrester to move his resolution. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: I rise to a point of order. Is he speaking on the 
resolution just moved or is he moving his own resolution? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: All these resolutions will be taken 
up together P 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: Is it your ruling that 

these resolutions are so akin that they should be taken up together? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. AJOY CH UNDER DUTT: Am I to understand that this is an 
amendment to my resolution? If it is so, it can he moved now, hut it 
is quite a different resolution altogether. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I think Mr. Dutt 

is quite right. The two resolutions are quite different. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: My ruling is that all these resolutions 
will be taken up together and Mr. Stephenson will reply to them and 
then all these resolutions will he put separately to vote. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I move that “ this Council 
recommends to the Government to accept the principle of payment of 
a salary to each member of the Council as adopted in every country 
having Parliamentary or Respresentative institutions, and to fix that 
salary at Rs. 3,000 a year in lieu of travelling and halting allowances. ” 

I have pleasure in moving this resolution. When I issued my 
address to my constituents, T declared I was a democrat from my 
platform. I advocated democratic views. I was elected, therefore, 

I may take it, as a democrat and this being a democratic measure, I* 
bring it before the House feeling that this House will accept the 
principle. Since the introduction of the new reforms that this 
Legislative Council has been selected to carry out, all representative 
European public bodies loudly proclaimed the necessity of giving the 
scheme a fair chance and to do everything that is possible to bring the 
Europeans and loyal Indian gentlemen together. That is a rational 
view, and it is now mine, and I trust this resolution will be looked upon 
as having that aim in view. It may not be a popular one. Every one 
likes popularity. They like the respect of their fellowmen. I am 
no exception to this rule, but, Sir, I hope to he found on the side of 
justice every time, and I venture to say, Sir, that this is a just reso- 
lution, It will bring this House into line with all similar institutions 
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ift tbe v world, this being the only institute in the world of its kind 
unpaid* Here are some of the figures : — 

(1) England. — Each member of the House of Commons receives 

. £400 a year. 

(2) Canada. — Each member of the Senate receives $2,500 a year, 

. and each member of the Commons a maximum of $2,500 

per session with certain deductions for days of non-attend- 
ence. (Approximate Rupee equivalents — pre-war, Rs. 7,710, 
present, Rs. 8,055.) 

(3) Australia. — Senators and members of the House of Represen- 

tatives receives an allowance of £*000 a year. (Approxi- 
mate R*ipee equivalents — pre-war, Rs. 23,145; present, 
Rs. 27,910.) 

(4) New Zealand. — The members of the Lower House receive 

£300 a year, and the members of the Upper House £200 
a year. ( Approximate Rupee equivalents — pre-war, 
Rs. 37,035; present, Rs. 44.000.) 

(5) All members of Congress (the Senate and the House of Repre- 

* sentatives) are paid $7,500 a year, with travelling, etc., 

allowances. (The Speaker of the House of Representatives 
receives $12,000.) 

In California, each member of the House of Representatives 
received $1,000 a term. In Idaho, each member of the 
House of Representatives receives $5 a day. (Approxi- 
mate Rupee equivalents — pre-war, *lts. 9,000; present., 

Rs. 3,939.) 

(6) France. — Deputies and Senators are paid at the rate of 15,000 

francs a year. The Presidents of the two Chambers each 
receives in addition 72,000 francs a year for entertainment 
expenses. (Approximate Rupee equivalents — pre-war, 
Rs. 43,200; present, Its. 18,913.) 

(7) Japan. — The elected and nominated members of the House of 

Peers and the House of Representatives are paid 2,000 yen 
(about £200) for each session, with travelling expenses. 
(Approximate Rupee equivalents — pre-war, Rs. 3,000; 
present, Rs. 3,700.) 

(8) Italy.— -Each member of the Chamber of Deputies receives 

£240 annually. Of this £l6t) is represented by direct pay- 
ment and the remainder by a current account with the rail- 
ways and post offices, defraying travelling and postal 
expenses. (Approximate Rupee equivalents — pre-war, 
Rs. 3,600; present, 3,440.) 

In every Colony with Dominion Government, Australia, South 
Africa, etc., all members receive payment of from £300 to £600 per 
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ye ar plus travelling expenses in majority of cases. In every Republi- 
can Country — France, United States of America, Germany of to-day, 
* even in small republics like Bolivia and Brazil, Deputies and Senators 
are both paid. A Director gets Rs. 32 ( ?) for one hour's meeting. A 
member of the General Committee Corporation or "Port Trust gets 
' Rs. 32 per sitting. 

1 Surely no one will believe that this payment will mean making a 
profession for politicians, who would dream of taking up a profession 
and whose salary was only Its. 250 a month after spending about three 
thousands on election expenses. 

Take the old independent Labour Party in Parliament. The 
Labour members were paid out of trade union funds, but nobody would 
accuse them of being professional politicians on ,£200 a year and their 
constituencies got more work out of their paid members. The consti- 
tuencies will have more bold on their members. Once they are paid, 
they will be subject to more criticism, if they neglect their duties or 
absent from important debates. They will want to know the reason 
why the old proverb that “ the labourer is worthy of his hire M is as true 
to-day as it has ever been before. Then look at the saving of labour to 
Goveninent assistants. They will be saved from all the worry and 
troubles of checking off travelling allowances' — all questions of whether 
first class or second class fares should be paid will cease. No one wall be 
able to accuse members of taking journeys home, from the Sunday to 
Monday for the sake of the extra money they make out of the Govern- 
ment by travelling allowances. 

We must remove all the difficulties, which stand in the way of 
election of the right class of men. The circumstances are such at 
present that only zamindars and wealthy lawyers can afford the election 
expenses and the time that has to be devoted to their duties and that is 
why they predominate in the present Council. If we are to believe the 
instigators and promoters of these reforms, they were passed principal- 
ly for the benefit of the great masses. Then, it is only logical and 
reasonable that these classes should have an opportunity of represent- 
ing their own people. We wall then probably not have the distorted 
views presented to us that we sometimes get in this Council about the 
attitude and opinions of the raiyats and labourers in certain circum- 
stances. Tlie very essence of the reformed Council is responsible 
democracy to secure the representatives of millions of raiyats, working 
classes, depressed elusses. What chances have middle class Bengali" 
gentlemen and the small land-owner, a school master, or a small mer- 
chant, full of patriotism and anxious to serve his country and who has 
the ability to do his w ork and that conscientiously, if he is worried 
about liviug expenses? ^ 

Now from a financial point of view' the expenditure on travelling 
allowances and halting charges amounted to Rs. 1,47,000, whereas my 



195 


1922, ] TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE OF MEMBERS. 

resolution, if carried, will increase it to only Rs. 3,48,000, taking 
116 members as non-officials entitled to the salary, that is, 116 members 
at Rs, 3,000 a year minus Rs. 3,48,000 — a difference of Rs. 2,01,000. 4 

There are about 65 members who are responsible for the sum of 
Rs. 1,47,000. Out of these 65, there are about 15 who live at short 
distances. I make out therefore that there must be several members 
who are at present drawing* more than Rs. 3, 000 a year. 1 am sure the 
hon’ble member will say whether I am correct or not. 

Now if you take — 

**v 

16 Kurope» 08 , whom I presume, will not draw the allowance 

14 iHmindara and amall landowncro ,, .. 

10 wealthy barristers and lawyers „ 

■I 

Total ... 40 at lis. 3,000 — Bs 1, SO. 000. 

Rs. 

2 , 01.000 

1 , 20,000 

Total ... 81,000 

Rs. 

1.47,000 

81.000 

Total ... 66.000 

This would be ^4 saving to the Government of Us. 6(>.<)00, if those 
members that I have mentioned did not taKc their allowances. 

We must admit there is an honour in the scry ice of the State and 
there are rewards which are not pecuniary, which are treasured more 
than gold. No one can say that by offering Rs. 3,000 a year as payment 
to members that it is a salary, a recognition of their sen ices. No! 
it is not payment in recognition of service, it is not compensation, it 
is not a salary — it may be termed a minimum allowance. It is merely 
an allowance so that the door may he opened to public services to men, 
who have to consider these economic problems and this House will be 
all the greater, the better, and the stronger by their services. 

A prominent member of tin* House of ('ominous has recently said 
in the House of Commons: “ It is well, 1 think, that Indians should 
realise that based on good-will and partnership, there are no righto 
that will be denied her by the British Parliament." This resolution is 
4 one of your rigbfch a right that it is not necessary for the British Parlia- 
ment to confer upon you. Are you going to confer it upon yourselves 
or are you lacking in coirrage to do so? 

There is a proverb which says: “ We get the Government We 
deserve." Government is like a mirror. We see it in our own face*. 
I recognise one of the functions of the Government is to spend money, 
one of the functions of the people is to make money by working for 
it. 
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Gratuitous work means bureaucracy. Magistrates and clerks are 
really the actual justices of the peace in England because of their 
knowledge and constant presence in court, Mayors and Lord Mayors 
perform gratuitous services, but the work is drifting into the hands 
of the town clerks. The more work you get out of this gratuitous kind, 
Jhe more are you strengthening the bureaucrary. This is one more 
Reason why you should vote for the payment of members. 

No man is educated who has never learned to do any kind of ttseful 
work. No man lives in good environment who has not been taught 
to think of the welfare of his fellow-creatures before his own. No life 
is sound, nor sweet, nor moral, which is not based on useful services. 
No one in these days of democracy believes that to be poor and 
landless is a proof of inferiority. It is not good for young or old to 
have unlimited wealth and leisure; therefore, T do not ask this for 
the rich and leisured, and I trust that class will return their grant to 
charities such as many of us are interested in. Those that are interested 
in malaria can give it to this cause; those who are not? interested 
in hospitals can give it to that very deserving purpose, the Leper Scheme, 
and, should it ever come my wav personally, I should gladly give it 
to that scheme; and if those charitably disused act in this wav, 
the Government will be the gainer in the end. Kumar Rai Sahib of 
Rajshahi would give it to his pet department, the Police, likewise 
Babu Surendra Nath Mall ik and Professor Mukherji would gladden the 
heart of Minister of Education bv giving it to Dac^a University, not 
Calcutta. Why, Mr. President, you yourself are not drawing your 
Rs. 5,000 a vear allowance? Even this Council admits the principle 
of payment by it acknowledging travelling and residential allowance 
of Rs. 10 per day. Whv, even men and institutions whose one thought 
is for the betterment of mankind — the Salvation Army, the Oxford 
Mission Brothers and many others— all get living expenses. The late 
Sir William Ironside, in bis speech at the annual meeting of the 
Chamber on the 28th February, 1019, said when discussing the Reforms 
Scheme ; — 

One thing, however, is certain — the business community must take a different 
view of politics, and I should like to see it mAde worth a man’s while to make the 
representation of this Chamber the whole-time work of a trained mercantile politi- 
cian, possessing equal rights with Indian members to occupy the suggested minis- 
terial seats dealing with transferred subjects. 

It is plain to every mind that our goodness or bad^pg, our ignorance 
or knowledge, our helplessness or power- depend to a great extent upon 
the kind of teaching we get. The root cause of most prejudice and 
malice, of much violence, folly or crime is ignorance. There is much 
ignorance displayed amongst many I have talked to on this subject 
of payment of members. Some see the true principle involved and 
believe it is the only correct wav to carry the House on successfully, - 
but sav: “ What will our constituencies think about us voting salaries 
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to ourselves?” If that person is convinced that the principle is sound, 
but he is afraid of his constituency then. Sir. he is not a leader 
of his constituents. I will console that type of individual by telling him 
that, above all, I wish you to clearly understand that 1 am not asking 
you to vote salaries to yourselves to-day or this \ear. The timid will 
have an opportunity of consulting their constituents if thc\ desire voting 
for the salary itself. 1 simply want you to acknowledge the principle. . 
and logically , I cannot jxissibly see how ton can avoid doing so. 

If you have men who come here to give ot their best tor their country- 
men, who make terrible sacrifices of money and time, is it not human 
to exjjeet to get from them their best, if their minds are |>erturbed about 
the feeding and keeping of their families and their efforts to keep up a 
respectful appearance as befits their jxisition in this Chamber? 

It is our duty to endeavour to get the Chamber filled with tin* right 
type of men. Men who will “scorn delights and live lalnirious da vs.” 
Men who will not sell their integritv. Men who will beg of no man. 
Men, who, by their voice and pen, will strike clear ringing blows against 
impostures and vices that debase and paralyze the human race We do 
not want the type who is continually belching forth the la\a of political 
corruption in a broad and deep current. No! we do not want those 
civil spirits who are fiendishly taunting those who dare to resist their 
destroying course. No! we want the tyjx* who will join forces with 
progress and help 41 s to make a great and prosperous India, who will 
work by evolution not revolution. Evolution is not like* unto a mush- 
room, it cannot spring up in a night but must be of gradual growth. 
There are niimv men of this tvpe in Bengal, but are debarred by 
financial reasons. Men who would liclp on to the ideal stale' to bring 
contentment to all and hasten tie* time when the lnbomci will go to 
his simple wholesome meal and in the twilight talked in gentle com- 
munion one to another from the doorwavs then each to his }>od and 
rest , tranquil in tin* love of God and man. These arc tin* ideal conditions 
that arc desired bv all right thinking men Then, do not place obsta- 
cles in the wav of bringing forth the tyjK* of man who will help on these 
conditions. t 

In conclusion, I impress uj>on you that this is not n vote to pav 
salaries but simply one to admit and accept tin* principle of payment <}f 
salaries. It would Ik* undiplomatic on my part to press for the immediate 
payment of members, when at the present moment the 1 nchra|H* axe is 
being sharpened ready to chop off* the superfluous branches of expenditure 
but I feel confident that when the axe has made its clearance*, the tree 
will be more healthy and vigorous and real healthy branches will be 
allowed to form and I venture to state that payment of members will 
be one of these branches. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I may inform members that the 
Legislative Department has received 350 motions for reduction of 
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grants. To-day being the last day for the submission of motions, the 
Department will not receive any more motions as the hour for receipt 
of motions has expired. 

M&ulvi FAZLAL KARIM: 1 beg to move as an amendment to tho 
resolution No. 2 that for the words and figures “ Its. .‘1,000 a year in 
lieu of travelling and halting allowances,” the words and figures 
“ Its. 2,400 a year with one first class travelling fare for attending 
meetings, but without any residential allowances ” be substituted. 

The object of this amendment is to enable the mufassal members to ' 
meet the expenses which they have to incur in their journey to attend the 
(•nuncd meetings. The mufassal members come here at great sacrifice 
and it is not desirable that they should pay the travelling exj>enses 
from their own pocket while all the members wull get the pay of 
Rs. 2,400 and the town members will not ha\e to incur any expenses 
at all. I do not grudge the town members wdiat they will receive in 
common w r ith the mufassal members and I hope in justice to the 
mufassal members the House will accept the amendment. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: The amendment that stands 
in my name runs thus: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the question 
of payment of fixed salary and the present system of payment ol 
travelling allowance and residential allowance be referred to a com- 
mittee consisting of two non-official members who have their usual 
place of residence inValcuttn, two other non-official members and one 
official member with insti actions to inquire into the system and recom- 
mend such changes therein as will be accept abb* to all the moml)CTs 
with due regard to economy and that the said committee be requested 
to submit ils rej>ort before the next sitting of tin* ( ouneil m August. 

The object of my amendment is very simple. There are several 
resolutions in connection with the amendment to the existing rules for 
payment of travelling excuses and residential allowance. Resolution 
No. 1, resolution No. 2, amendment No. 2A and resolution No. all 
relate to the modifications of the present rule relating to travelling 
.fflownnce. So, 1 suggest that all these matters be referred to tins 
committee for their consideration in order that we may be in a position to 
discuss this question in August next having been in possession of 
materials suggested by the committee. 

With these few words, I commend my amendment to the accept- 
ance of this Council. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that “this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a committee of official and non-official 
members he formed to consider and report whether the present rate 
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of travelling allowance and residential allowance of the men, hers 
should remain us they are or any modification should be made with any 
fixed pay.” 

He spoke in Bengali in supimrt ot the above resolution. The trans- 
lation of his speech is as follows : — 

The two- resolutions which precede mine cannot g„ together, one 
seeks to curtail the travelling allowance and the other to pax a fixed 
yearly allowance in view of travelling and halting charges. H the 
Council is to decide such tjuestions of divergent issues, tin- slant time 
allotted for non-official business xx ill pass away. 1 am therefore 
proposing that the question be committed to the decision of a com- 
mittee. Last year we had nine and seven days m July and 
August session respectively, whereas this year during tin- corre- 
sponding sessions we him* only two and four days for the discussion 
of non-official business. Moreover, had the (lovernment business con- 
cluded earlier we could have got the rest of the time for the discus- 
sion of lion-official business but that privilege has nowadavs been 
w i 111 drawn. 

In the last budget I advanced several arguments in favour of my 
motion to reduce the demand of lbs. 1 , HO, 000 by IN. 4 5 ,000 Though 
t lie Member in Charge expressed sympathy with my proposal, if was 
held that unless th^ present rate is alien'd no curtailment is possible. 
Ill the budget for 1921-22 there was a demand for IN 2d, 000 

only. There is a saying in Persian: Kind f/urnra hum ruhhari 

K unand which means, “ one in doubt camtot remove doubts 
in otheis.” As to curtailment in the e\f>enditure, members 

should lie the first to sot an example befoie others. We wish to 

cut off the pay of Ministers and effect economy m sexeial diicchotis 
It would he quite selfish not to yield an inch when we oiu selves an* 
concerned. Those who can sacrifice their own inteiest acquire general 
approbation and their names survive through etcinitv. According to 
the first resolution a retrenchment of Rs. 25.000 is possible but m icplv 
to my sjH'efdi of tin* 20th March last, it was said that IN 1,15,000 
was spent last year on account of the travelling and halting of members. 
So, I think we should further reduce the amount. The present House 
is compost'd of the favoured few of fortune, who art* expected to sjkmhI 
a few rupees in service for our mother country if, in accepting a single 
first class, we have to do so to meet our Sundry exjrenses in tra\elling. 
Idle riches of the rich come from the jmor. The resolution of 
Mr. Campbell Forrester may suit countries like England but is quite 
unsuited to a poor eountrv like ours. On an average we have an 
income of Rs. 20 a year, while the average income per head m England 
is £45 or above Rs. 075. England is a cold country and the staple food 
there is highly rich but Bengal is a very hot country where people are 
accustomed to vers* mild and moderate food. The English are flying 
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in the air in aeroplanes and Zeppelines, but we have got no power, which 
formerly our forefathers had, to ply our chariots in the air. In 
England through the spread of education and politics representatives from 
amongst the labouring classes enter the House of Commons but though 
the system of such representation has been introduced in this country 
such repiesentaiive members cannot enter this House. We have rather 
in this House the zamindars and their favourite lawyers who cannot 
well be expected to look after the welfare of the tenantry. In England 
members of the labouring classes cannot do without an adequate allow- 
ance but the rich members of the House do not stand in need of any 
payment. Most of us look down upon such payment with contempt. 
When the time will come and the labouring class p ill enter this House 
it will be advisable* to introduce several systems in force in the House of 
Commons and the language of the House will be the language of the 
land. 

With these words, I oppose the resolution of Mr. Campbell Forrester 
and Mr. Dutt’s resolution, and move my resolution about the formation 
of a committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The moving of this resolu- 
tion and various otheis that appear on the paper- 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Have 1 a right of reply? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Yes. 1 may tell you that the pro- 
cod ure I am going to adopt is this. There are about 12 speakers on 
the subject, of payihent to members. After hearing tin* Hon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson many members may think of not' speaking at all. 
That is I he reason why I ha\e asked Mr. Stephenson to explain the 
sit nation. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: May I just rise to a 
point of order? Would it not be better it tin* Ilon’ble Mr. Stephenson 
leplied after he had heard us? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Tlutf is not a point of order. Will 
\ou kindly proceed Mr. Stephenson? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): This resolution and several others 
that appear on the paper s'*un to indicate that there is a certain 
amount ot uneasiness in the minds of the members of t he House with 
icgafd to the pavment of allowances, travelling and residential, and on 
the subject of payment of fixed salaries. Seme members wish to reduce 
the allowances and others, 1 gather, would like to raise them slightly. 
This question is one, T think, almost entirely for the House to decide. 
The members of the House are responsible to their constituents and it 
is a matter in which they will exercise their responsibility. Except in 
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so far as my friend, the Hon’ble the Finance Member, is concerned, it is 
not a matter in which Government should take l think any decided line. 

It would obviously be unsuitable that Government should accept an\ 
one of these resolutions. If it were a matter merely ol economy it 
would save much time, if we accepted the first resolution, but the 
attitude of Government must be that they will give every weight to 
the opinion expressed in the course of this debate and should tin* House • 
desire strongly to have a committee to examine into the matter. 
Government would be perfectly willing to appoint one, but 1 think 
that the desire of the House should be expressed m the loim ol a \ote 
on that particular resolution. 

With regard to^the first resolution that only one fiist class lare 
should be allowed, the present position is that members id the Coun- 
cil receive the same travelling allowance as Government otlicers in 
similar circumstances, r/c., double first class tare. The object ol that 
is not that it shall be a source of remuneration to them. The extra 
first class fare is not meant to go into the traveller’s pocket but it is 
intended to cover incidental expenses like cool\ line, ghan \ hire, etc., 
which are inseparable from journey b\ train. Il ma\ be said that 
lailway fares have recently been raised and this puts into the pocket 
of the officer or member travelling an extra amount ol inone\ which 
he is not otherwise entitled to. The lynx-e\ed Finance Department 
have already spotted that and are taking measuies to pievent it. The 
principle of the present allowance is that it shall not be a mattei ol pro- 
fit, but that it shall cover the ordinary expenses. If it is dosiiahle and 
suitable that a member of the Council should travel first class, cutting 
down the allowance to single first class fare will put members out ol 
pocket and it is for tin 4 Council to consider whcthei tins is reasonable. 
(>n the other hand, I quite agree with the inovci that it i> not desirable 
that a inemlier should travel second class and draw double* fiist class 
fare. That was not what was intended. Tf' the limine considers it 
desirable for the sake of its own dignity that a member should travel 
first class, I think that something more than single first class fan* 
should be allowed. On the other band, if the House considers it suit- 
able that its members should travel second class, then I do not consider 
that double first class fare should be given. 

Coming to the second resolution it involves a good deal more than 
the first; it involves a change of system entirely. At present mem- 
bers are given an allowance towards meeting their extra expenses. 
Mr. Campbell Forrester would put them on a different footing 
altogether and give them salaries. Last time this motion was brought 
forward, it was withdrawn as being premature. The motion then 
went further and in addition to the payment of Rs. 250 a month, it 
proposed free first class railway pass throughout Bengal and free postal 
service. The present motion is more moderate. 
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I should like to put before the House a few of the arguments both in 
favour of a system of payment of members and against it. As the 
mover lias pointed out, the system is not a new one and has been tried 
mi most countries. Therefore, the question of advantages or dis- 
advantages lias to a certain extent been thrashed out already. The 
argument put forward in favour of the payment of the members is 
the analogy of otheit countries, especially England, but the pay- 
ment in England is of comparatively recent date — it started only in 
Fill. The grounds on which the payment was made in England were 
that the work ol Parliament had become very much greater than in 
the past and that, theiefoie, it was impossible to ask a man to do the 
work without some allowance. It is a point for consideration of this 
House whether its work has so far become so grerfV that we should 
consider the question of salaries to members. The average sittings 
of the House of Commons are 170 days in a year. We have not readied 
that figure yet. 1 do not know whether the House will soon reach 
that figure. 

The second argument brought forward was that the payment of 
members was democratic. It is more in accordance with the principle 
of democracy to have nicmliers paid for the work we get from them. A 
free and independent public like to pay for the work the\ get. ()t 
course, the argument regarding the payment in England very much 
depended upon the existence of the labour part\. That was a party 
which could not afford to come to Parliament unleVs they were gi\en 
their daily bread and that brings us on to the next aigument that was 
used— it was far better to pay members of Pailiament for their labours 
than allow them to be paid out of party funds. That argument, I be- 
lieve, carried a good deal of weight. They thought that it would be 
better to pay for members of Parliament because those who had no 
income could not uffoid to conn' to Parliament without a subsidy either 
from the State or from the party. If the State refused to grant them 
any subsidy, they would have to fall hack upon their party funds. 

Another argument used was that a politician was rendering service 
to the State and that although public^ service was an honour, vet it 
deserved to be paid by an allowance — tin* labourer was worthy of his 
hire. On the other side, I think, the main arguments are that gratui- 
tous public service is a great asset not lightly to be thrown away, and 
that the payment of members of this Council would lead to a demand for 
the payment to the members of local boards and municipalities. The 
principle is the same and it is very hard to draw the line except that 
we spend the money raised from others, whereas they spend their own. 

The third argument used was that it was wrong that a Parliament 
should vote salaries of its own members. Of course if you push this 
argument to the extreme it would be impossible for a legislature ever 
to be paid because no one else can vote the salaries, but I think what 
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underlies the argument is that members should be sure Indore intro- 
ducing a system of payment of salaries to memliers of the Council that 
they have got the public behind them and tliut there is a real public 
demand for it. 

Another argument was that the payment of momlieis would lower 
the moral authority of the House outside with the general public. It 
tends or is accused of tending towards the establishment of a s\stem of* 
professional politicians. It also leads to accusation against the mem- 
bers that the fact that they are paid leaves them less free to resign 01 to 
goto their constituents m the same way us they would do il the\ were 
not in receipt of anything. 1 do not say that this is an argument that 
in any way weighs with me or with reasonable jieople, hut it is an 
aigument wliieli the payment of members exjxises them to. 

There is another point. We have been told that many other 
countries, in fact most of them, ha\e established the sxsteni of payment 
to members. That is quite true. It is also true that in some countries 
the appetite grows b\ eating and certainly m America, Frame, 
Australia, the allowances have been increased and there is possibly a 
danger of this moderate proposal being increased in the neai future. 

The othei objections that occurred to me to this particular- — leaving 
the principle — proposal of salaries of Rs. *1,000 pei annum aio these. 
It you pay a niemboi, you may like to know how mans da\s lie lias 
attended in a year, i believe in the early das s of the House of Com- 
mons there was a roll-call to see that the members were there. The 
division lists of this House show that there art* rureh more than SO oi 
90 memliers present in a division. Of these, ahoift 20 are officials who 
would not receive salary. There is thus a floating hod\ of membcis 
of this Council — about 50 or f JO — I do not sn\ the\ arc alwavs the same 
individuals, some are here one day and some aie lien* on anothei du\, 
but the public will say t hat there are some 50 or (»0 meiiiheis of this 
Council who take their duties very lightly. If members aie to he paid, 
there will certainly be a demand that they should be paid on the lines 
contained in the motion down for consideration later on, that is, no 
work and no pay. The member wlio does not attend will not g r et his 
pay for that day. But the principal objection to this paiticular pro- 
posal is the differentiation between the cases of mufassal and town 
memliers. The mufassal member w'ill have to pay liis railway fare and 
other incidental expenses. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER :*So <liev do at home. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: From the point of view of 
the mufassal members, it will mean a higher payment to the town mem- 
bers. Going through the accounts of the travelling allowances drawn 
by the mufassal members during the last vear, T find that there are 15 
mufassal members who have drawn over Rs. 3,000 as travelling allow-* 
ance. These particular mufassal members would be very badly out of 
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pocket. There are many others who have drawn nearly Its. 3,000, 
whereas the Calcutta members will get Rs. 3,000 clear in their pockets. 
These inemWis will not have to spend anything. I think, further, 
thul members of Council will find it a little hard to justify to their con- 
stituencies the payment of a salary for the months in which it is 
known that no work is to he done. The present system is a reasonable 
-one — no work no expenses; but if for five or seven months in the year 
we deliberately paid salaries with no possibility of work being done, 
how could these payments be justified? 

Lastly, and this is the argument on which I lay the greatest stress 
in saying that Government oppose this particular motion, it will cost 
nearly Its. 2 lakhs more a year, and on the ground j.>f economy Govern- 
ment would not bo justified in accepting a proposal ot this kind. A 
similar motion was withdrawn last time on the ground that it was 
premature; I think that the same reason still applies to this proposal. 
The Council has not been in existence yet for two years, and there has 
been no debating of this question outside; there 1 is no mandate from the 
constituencies, in fact 1 would go so far as to say that in the present 
state of organisation of the constituencies there is no possibility of 
their giving a mandate for anything. 

Coming to the other amendments, my remarks apply to that of 
Maulvi Kazlal Karim equally; the only difference there is that his pro- 
posal will be a little more favourable to the mufassal members in that 
he gives them one first class fare in addition to a salary of Rs. 2,400 a 
t \ear. The other two resolutions propose the appointment of a com- 
mittee to inquin 1 into the matter. 1 have some doubts as to whether 
any committee will attain the desire of Balm Rishmdra Nath Sarkar, 
r/c., it will be able to recommend “ such changes therein as will Ik* 
acceptable to all members, ” but I think the question ot payment or 
continuing the present system is one which should not be decided by 
a committee but by the House itself; the main question of principle 
ought not to be relegated to a oommittee; but at the same time I say 
that if there is a finding in the Council that all is not well with our 
travelling allowance system, and that they would like a committee to 
he appointed, Government, will pul no obstacle whatever in the way. 
As I have said, the opinion of Government on these resolutions is 
secondary; the resolutions are primarily the concern of the Council; 
Government will attach great weight to all the opinions that are ex- 
pressed in this Council and any decisions that the Council may come to, 
though if these decisions involve greater expenditure, I cannot guar- 
rantee that they will be accepted, or receive the approval of the Finance 
Department. 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA: I rise to support 
the motion of my friend, Mr. A joy Thunder Dutt. It is a known fact 
that the first class fare in almost all railway and steamer lines is very 
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expensive. We are all anxious to retiencli under all heads of expendi- 
ture. We, the members of Oouneil, should show the way by agm'ing 
to accept a single first class fare for a single journey and thereby we 
may save a certain amount of public money, although it will cause a 
certain amount of inconvenience to some of us. Foi this reason, I 
support this lesolution. 


Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I support the motion of 
my friend, Mr. A joy Thunder Dutt. ] thank him sincereK lor bring- 
ing forward this resolution at a time when there is a serious attempt to 
saddle the exchequer with heavy expenditure by the pioposal made by 
Mr. Campbell Forester. I earnestly lequost Mr. Forrest ei to consider 
the position in India. 1 do not know wliether there is an\ countiy in tin* 
world like India. Mr. Forrester ought to take into consideration whether 
he can compare India with Finland 01 Australia or any othei country, 
with its foioign Government — a very exjxmsive and hun»auciatic Gov- 
ernment which we are hound to maintain and with its expulsive Army ; 
in this state of tilings, where theie is no money e\en fm haul, when we 
have nothing 1 to spare, Mr. Forrester thinks that like any other country 
in the world we should lx* more libeiul to the members of the Legislative 
Council. 

Many mufassal jurors, men of humble position come to serve in jury 
trials without anT remuneration; besides, there are many honorary 
services wliith are rendered without any remuneration; but if we are to 
sci ve the Council and oui motheiland, it is unfortynate to think that we 
should not be able to make some ^aeiifiee. It is not onl\ a question ot 
sacrifice; I think we are not usiialh m the habit of travelling fir^t class; 
and 1 do not think that because we belong to the Legislative Council, it 
will add to our dignity if we travel in the first class with a retinue of 
two or three servants and other apjxmdages. We can well manage to 
travel in the second class with dignity. When we weic in the old 
Council we used to be invited to balls and othei ceremonies m tin* Gov- 
ernment House, but in this Council the members are not so invited. I 
may remind you of the saving v paint me as I am ” so it is not neces- 
sary that because we are coming to attend the Legislative Council we 
should be shown to the outside wnild as more dignified, and that it will 
be derogatory to us if we travel in the second class and try to save a 
little money for the lxmefit of our motherland. Personally I prefer 
travelling in the second class; I have no objection even for the third 
class, but being an old man I simply look to some comfort, if 1 can get 
that, I would not mind to preferring to travel third class. As a matter of 
fact, I do not always travel in the first class though I get that fare; I 
do not think it necessary to waste, but whenever I see it is for my com- 
fort to travel in the first class, I go there, hut I do not think it beneath 
my dignity to travel in the third class. I am not ashamed to say so; I 
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spend the money in other charities instead of putting it in the pocket 
of the railway company. 

However, my point is this: that we should not be justified in mak- 
ing our position in the Legislative Council a source of income. We 
should try to he economical, and he bent upon doing the l>est thing that 
can possibly be done. Moreover, it exercises a very bad influence under 
certain circumstances. We see in the mufassal that the local board and 
district board members get themselves returned simply for the sake of 
the travelling allowance. Many of them do not know even how’ to take 
part in debates. In one ease the District Magistrate told me that the 
member could not hear, but simply raised his hand with others; so 
practically, he comes there for the sake of the travelling allowance. 
This may have a demoralising effect ii]>ou many. There are men, no 
doubt, who think it necessary to maintain their dignity, and that they 
should be accordingly provided for; but I do not think for that purpose 
so much is needed. When the question arose during the budget 
debate- — I believe my friend, Shah Syed Emdadul ITaq, raised the ques- 
tion — 1 suggested that this amount should be reduced by one-third. 1 
believe Sir Henry Wheeler inquired the principle on which we should 
make this reduction. I am glad that my friend has submitted a pro- 
posal that there should be one single first class fare paid to members; 
I think that will be quite enough because there is the residential allow’ - 
unco, or, as I suggest, when convenient, the memhty's may save some- 
thing from their travelling allowance, to pay for their servants and 
oilier appendages. There are many cases in which very few members 
have to spend much ifioney in Calcutta; they have got their friends w’ith 
whom they live; so after the weighty words and sound advice of the 
Tlon’ble Mr. Steplu *nson, 1 do not think I need say much more. On 
piinciple we should not be justified in demanding a salary and insist- 
ing upon the payment of double first class fares, which I, for one. can 
safely sav is not required for our journey. At least the majority do 
not want the full amount. 1 think it is quite reasonable that the 
money should be returned or not accepted at all, and set apart for some 
nation-building purpose* — the money ipay be made over to the trans- 
ferred departments. 

With these words, 1 supi>ort the motion of Mr. Dutt and I earnestly 
request Mr. Forrest ei not to press his resolution. I also do not think 
that any good purpose will h- served by appointing a committee or 
referring this question to a committee. We are all here and we know 
what we should do, and if w’e are all agreed that we should not make 
any profit out of this allowance, we should not be justified in drawing 
double fares. We should be consistent with the position w’e hold in 
society, and we should be economical and show an example to others. 
We have been clamouring for some time for a reduction of the travelling 
allowance for Government officers; we think there is some waste of 
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money, but unless and until we can show an example in our own ease, 
we cannot reasonably ask others to do the same. 1 think the matter 
should be decided here and we should accept the resolution moved by 
Mr. A jov Chunder l)utt, the worthy son of a worth) father, being 
actuated by the best of motives and that Mr. Forrester should withdraw 
his motion. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA; It is rather delicate and ditlicuft 
to join in a debate, whose subject-matter is a jhtsohuI question with 
almost all the non-official members of the Council. But 1 must con- 
fess that the i>ersistency with which j>eriodic attempts are being made 
to oj>en this question of the tiavelling and residential allowances of 
mufassal members* shows that a free and ojhmi discussion is necessary 
to clear up some uiisuppreheusious that have undoubtedly gathered 
round the subject. 

Tfie basic principle of all such allowances should he, first, that no 
member may be out of pocket for having to come to, and stay in, Cal- 
cutta in connection with tin* business of this Council, and secondly that 
no profit may be made out of these allowances. This is all that can be 
rcgaidcd as fair. Anything sliort of this will la* a hardship on the 
members, anything beyond this must be regarded as an unnecessary 
burden on the poor tax-payer. Any attem]>t to compensate the members 
for their loss in business or for the value of their time devoted to tin* 
woik of the Couttril, must be Tegarded as an extravagant demand, at 
tin* present stale of tin* country at any rate Surely, tin* country can 
expect this much sacrifice, if sacnfiee it can be called, horn the 
members of a Legislative Council. 

The question befoie us is whetlu*r the present scale of the travelling 
allowance is in conformity with tin* principle just mentioned by me. As 
far as T have 1 been able to understand the matter, I tiling there is a 
lurking suspicion in tin* minds of some members, specially some Cal- 
cutta members, that tin* mufassal members make a profit out of their 
allowances. One section of the Calcutta members seems to think that 
this profit must lx* put a stop to, whereas another section seems to 
wish that they just as wadi mifrht have a share in this profit. 

I do not know if any mufassal member has been abb* to make pro- 
fit out of his travelling allowance by travelling third or inter class, but 
the present rules have been framed according to the Civil Service Regu- 
lations, which are supposed not to admit»of any profit. There is a great 
practical difficulty in paying the actual travelling exjxmses of any indi- 
vidual member, and lienee, a general rate lias been adopted in the Civil 
Service Regulations, according to which, the present rates of the allow- 
ances of meml>ers are governed. Tf this late does admit of any profit, 
as suggested bv some members of this Council, f shall ho flu* first to 
ask for its revision- not only for its reduction — but for the reduction 
of the whole schedule of rates in the Civil Sendee Regulations; if the 
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Council members can take less rates without suffering pecuniary loss, 
the Government is bound to reduce the travelling allowance rates for 
all its officers. 

What then should be the proper rate? Mr. A joy Chunder Dutt has 
fixed upon a particular rate, but I am afraid that with all his eloquence, 
he has mA been able to prove that this rate will not be too much or too 
little for all members. I do not blame* him for this. As a matter of 
fact, il is not possible to decide in an off-hand manner what rate of 
travelling allowance does or does not admit of profit. The only safe 
way is to refer it to a committee, who can take evidence and go into all 
the details of the question. As for residential allowance, mufassal 
members have always felt it difficult to get suitable accommodation and 
the present residential allowance hardly admits of profit. Of course, 

I have nothing to say about those generous people who can afford to 
keep and feed members in palatial houses at the absurdly low rate of 
Its. 2 j*»r day. Apart from the help of these charitably disposed 
gentlemen, I shall welcome any suggestion that may be made by a 
committee after full inquiry, in order to lighten the burden of the 
tax-jwiver. 

As for Mr. Forrester’s resolution, I must oppose it with all the em- 
phasis that I can command. Mr. Forrestei’s resolution practically 
comes to this, that each member of the Council, whether he has to spend 
any money for coming to Calcutta or not, whethei In* regulaily attends 
the Council or not, is to get an allowance of Rs. 3,000 a year, 
costing the fax-payer more than Rs. 3 lakhs a year, whereas 
the present arrangement barely costs Rs. H lakhs a year. 
At present, a member who does not come to Talent ta does not got his 
travelling allowance, nor does a membei who absents himself from the 
Council get any residential allowance. Is it Mr. Campbell Forrester’s 
desire that all Councillors should get their fixed pocket money, whether 
they attend Council or not? 

Much has been said about mufassal and Calcutta members, but can 
it lx* denied that the mufassal members are paid only to recoup them 
for the actual cost of their travelling and residential expenses? Does 
Mr. Campbell Forrester want that the Calcutta members should draw 
an allowance, though they may not have to spend a single pice out of 
their j>ooket ? Tf there is a suspicion that the mufassal member makes 
a profit out of his allowances, let the committee draw up a standard 
rate, which will not admit of any profit. I can understand this atti- 
tude, but I cannot understand how this gives the Calcutta members 
any better right to get an allowance. 

The time devoted to the work of the Council should not require any 
value in return. By fixing the time of the sitting of the Council at 
3 r.M. the advantage of the Calcutta members has been more than fully 
met at the cost of many mufassal members, who have to spend more 
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days in Calcutta at the sacrifice of theii business in the lmifassal. But 
they have not grudged it and they do not grudge it. But, when the 
procedure of the Council is being changed in such a way as to waste the 
time of the members by the refusal to take up non-official business on days 
which had been previously fixed for official business, even if there is 
sufficient spare time, the oeenshm is serious enough for tin* Calcutta 
members to show some sympathy with their mufassal brethren. 

A proposal, \ery similar to the one moved by Mr. Campbell Forrester, 
was moved in this Council nearly a year ap>, but the outburst of opposi- 
tion was so vehement that the mover, Babu Nirode Behan Mullick, 
promptly withdrew it. I do not know what has happened since then 
to change the attitude of this Council, that Mr. Camplx*!! Forrester 
should make a persistent attempt to bi in ^ this motion before the House. 
Or is it because this Council has been able to fasten a burden of three 
new taxations round the necks of the taxpayers of Bengal, that it should 
now come forward to take some share in the spoils (if 1 may bo per- 
mitted to use the expression) for its members? 

I do not know what Mr. Campbell Fonester's constituency has to 
snv about the matter, but as an average tax-payer, the projmsit ion of 
supplying 1 pocket money to the members of a Council, which has saddled 
this province with a tax of Rs. 11 erores, which has not Ixvn able to 
reduce the high salaiv of the Ministers, and which has yet practically 
done nothing to«justifv its existence , is one which seems intolerable 
The country will have none of it, and it would he a mean trick to go 
against the country in this matter, simply because we have the power 
of the purse with us. Let us not forget that we are only the custodians 
of the people’s money. 

Glib comparisons have been made with other legislative bodies, where 
the members are paid fixed allowances. Comparisons are.ofien odious, 
and 1 hope the members will not forget that it was nearly (100 years 
after t lie establishment of the British Bailiamcnt that the members 
consented to take an allowance The time for the Bengal Legislative 
Council has not arrived yet. 

• 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER! 1 rise to a point of order, Sir. 
I challenge the statement that it was nearly 000 years after the establish- 
ment of the British Parliament that its members consented to take an 
allowance. In fact, the members of lkydiamenf were paid by their con- 
stituencies UTitil the year Ififtl. 

The DEPUTV-PRESIDENT: You can say, whatever you have got 
to say, afterwards. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I rise to oppose the second 
motion. Rome time .ago when we entered this Council, we heard many 
of the members saving that we must reduce the number of Executive 
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Councillors, the number of Ministers and attempts were actually made 
to reduce their number. Strong attempts were* also made to reduce the 
salary of the Ministers, but how is it that this attitude is changed? 
The proposal amounts to saying that “ everybody is getting something, 
let us see if we can get something loo.” Is that the idea? Only about 
a year and a half ago we were elected by the rate-payers as non-official 
members and elected under certain conditions that we were not to get 
anything by way of salary or allowance or whatever you may call them. 
Have circumstances changed after a year and a half, for which we now 
cannot do this work without some sort of remuneration? The only 
change of circumstances is that the Government with its ordinary in- 
come could not meet its ordinary expenditure, and {or this we had re- 
cently to pass three Acts which were represented by some of our friends 
as repressive, oppressive and what not, and even it was described as 
taking the life-blood of the poor raiyats. Are you going to 'share 
amongst ourselves a portion of that life-blood that arose out of the 
enactments passed during the last session? 

Then it was said we should look towards our half-fed, dying country- 
men by whom we are sent here to represent their interests. I hope all 
the members, whether from the mufassal or the town, will not forget 
those half-fed persons here. Instead of representing their interests, T 
hope my friends will not. try to create a permanent self-interest in this 
Council by getting Rs. 3,000 a year. 

After we got the Reformed Council, we ought to make some sacri- 
fice, and is it as a reward for our service to the country and to our 
constituency, that we want some money for ourselves out of the recent 
additional income? I do not think that any of the elected members 
of the Council will support the resolution that we must have Rs. 3,000 
per annum for ourselves, and it is certain that in that case we shall 
have to pass 'another taxation measure to meet the expenditure. 

As for Mr. Dut-t’s resolution, I leave it to the mufassal members who 
are interested in it. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI : In connection with the budget debate 
during the last session, the conviction was borne upon me that a good 
deal of money could he saved by effecting substantial retienchments in 
travelling expenses all round, and at that time a very valuable sugges- 
tion was made by the Hon'hle the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan 
that instead of considering if in‘a piecemeal fashion, the whole question 
should be taken up in all its bearings, and a full-dress debate should 
take place in the House. In the meantime, a retrenchment committee 
has been appointed by this Government, and I hope that the whole ques- 
tion will be seriously taken up by that body. I greatly thank my 
friend, Mr. Ajoy Thunder l)utt, for bringing in this resolution, because 
it is, I take it, a feeler. I have been saying all along that in this matter 
— after paying due regard to the interests of our mufassal friends 
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something should be done to effect retrenchments m (his connection, 
and I think we, the members of this Council, should set an example in 
this matter. If we can carry this resolution in a whole-hearted manner, 
perhaps this will prove the thin end of the wedge. This \s ill gradually 
lead to a reduction in travelling allowances paid to Government officers. 
If I mistake not, such a tiling has taken plat ■e in the Madras Presidency . 
The matter has actually been considered there and passed. It will ht* 
disastrous, under the present circumstances, if an implosion goes 
abroad that in the face of the present^circumstances — the legislative 
Council having 1 already passed three taxation measures to meet the 
ordinary expenses of Government and the Government embarking on a 
loan policy — we haje assembled here to make money out of 1ra\elling 
allowances. Mr. Campbell Forrester’s resolution, looked at from a 
selfish point of view, will be a great boon to me, a pool educationist. 
Surely^ if I can add Rs. 250 a month to my income, ]K*isonally it will l>c 
of great help to me, but it would be disastrous in the mteiests of the 
country. What we have got. to look to here is that our mulassal 
brethren should not be put to any expenses or trouble. They must not 
be put out of pocket. If the first icsolution is carried, I ask, subject 
to correction, whether the mufassal members will be put to any serious 
inconvenience. (Cries of “ yes ” “ yes.”) Well, then, it is certainly 
a matter to be looked into, if that la* the fact. I thoroughly agree with 
my old and esteemed friend, Halm Kishoii Mohan Chaudhuii, for whom 
1 have the greatest respect and admiration that it will not add to om 
dignity it we travel first. I am told that the late Mr. Gladstone used 
to travel third. We would simply wish our higl* Government officials 
to set an example here for our edification and instruction. Dignity is 
not attached to the class of trains in which we travel, hut to om 
character, honesty, upright ness, fearless courage and sturdy independ- 
ence. (A voice: “ What about comfojtsp’D I have ne*er enjoyed 
many comforts in my life* and have* not much experience in that direction. 
A zamindar does need these things and he can afford to pay fori hem. 

In conclusion, 1 say 1 am hcaitily in favour of Mr. Dutt’s resolution. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY : With you i permis- 
sion, Sir, I sliould deal with these resolutions separately, because I find 
that I have not vision enough to trace the points of contact lietwecn 
these resolutions and treat them comprehensively. We have heard of 
assemblies which have endeavoured to increase and have indeed succeed- 
ed in increasing their emoluments and their prestige; hut we have not 
heard of a Council or an assembly w hich desires to cut down its privileges 
I am afraid that not many of us here are young plutocrats of Calcutta 
who can afford to punctuate Mr. Dutt’s speech with appreciative 
icmarks; and I feel, for the sake of the mufassal members, that I must 
oppose his resolution, even at .the risk of being considered a selfish 
sycophant, because, and I hope the member will agree with ine, if wo 
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have earned the appellation of .selfish sycophants for our past misdeeds, 
we shall not wipe it off by this doubtful act of self-abnegation. 
Mr. Dutt has forgotten that retrenchment is just the reverse of charity; 
and, therefore, according to the genius of the English language, we are 
uot called upon to exercise it on ourselves first. We find, indeed, that 
we cannot possibly leave Gladstone out of consideration when we are 
discussing travelling allowances; but the example of Gladstone does 
not affect the non-ollicial members. Let the hon’ble members of the 
Government derive edification and guidance from it, if thev desire to do 
so and their names too will be handed down to prosperity. (“ Hear, 
hear.”) 

As regards Mr. Campbell Forrester’s resolution, I must confess my 
weakness and my cupidity that I am in sympathy with it. (“ Hear, 
hear.”) Rupees '‘1,000 a year, uliere there is nothing, is an attraction, 
especially when we have a notion that some mufassal members, *at any 
rate, do not need to expend as much as they draw and 
may be laying bv something for the purpose of private charity, 
which I consider to be more advantageous than Government charity. 
Moreover, it calls attention to the fact that even the Calcutta members 
who have to come here to attend the Council, have to suffer a consider- 
able amount in their work as well as in their emoluments and have to 
undergo sacrifices which they can ill-afford. But though 1 am in 
sympathy with Mr. Campbell Forrester’s resolution, 1 feel that the con- 
dition of the country at the present moment cannot justify me in sup- 
porting it, and, realising that we might at the present moment be 
considered, with a certain amount of justification, to be untrue to our 
charge, 1 must oppose his resolution, though with regret. I believe 
that the status quo, is sound and reasonable, and 1 therefore also oppose 
the resolution which would send the consideration of the subject to the 
committee. ' 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till Thursday, the 6th July, 1922, 
at 3 p.m., at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the Cth July, 1922 at 3 r.M. 

Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the lion' hie the three Ministers, ami 100 nomi- 
nated and elected membeis. 

Oath. 

Mr W. D. 1C Prentice, i.< .s., took an oath ot his allegiance to 
the Crown. 

Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Excise duty on foreign liquor. 

*LI. Mr. 8, ty. BOSE: ( a ) With reference to mv starred question 
XVI, asked on tin* 21st November, 1921, w ill tin* Hon’hlc the Minister 
in charge ot the Derailment of Agncultim* and Imlustnes be pleased 
to state whether the (io\ eminent have now levied an excise duty on 
foreign liquor Y 

(h) If so. what is the additional levenue estimated to 1 m* demed from 
this dutv toi tins \ ear Y 

• 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes 

(I 1 ) Uie additional levenue is estimated rmighh at Us. 3 , 0 ( 1 , 01)0 

Statement of Mr. C. R. Das after his conviction. 

♦ LI I. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (//) Will the llon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Impart nient 1 m* pleased to state 
whether the Government have yet fully considered the allegations 
openly made by Mr. C. K. Das against the legality of his conviction ? 

(/) If the answer to the above he in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state what is the decision of the Government 
regarding this matter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
legal opinion has been tukeu on the subject referred to in clause (a)? 

15 
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(d) If so, whose opinion and what is that opinion? 

(c) If not, what is the reason for not taking legal opinion? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim): The mem 1 mm* is referred to the answer given to a 
question on the subject asked by l)r. A. Suhrawardy at this meeting. 

Solitary confinement of two political prisoners in the Pabna Jail. 

•Llll. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: With reference to the 
answer given to my starred question No. XX, about the confinement 
in cells of two political prisoners in the Pabna *lail at the sitting of the 
Bengal Legislative Council on the 22nd February last, will the llon’ble 
the Meml)cr in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state the result of the inquiry which was being made as regards parts 
((/) and (h) of the said question? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS1 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): It is refuted that the non-official 
visitors inquired into the reasons for the separate confinement ot the 
prisoners and they were supplied to them. A circular order, which 
one of them wanted to see, was, however, not produced sis it was confi- 
dential. 


Corrupt practices. 

*LIV. Maulvi ADDUL KARIM: (n) Is the llon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that proceedings on charges 
of corrupt practices are often taken against ministerial officers of courts 
and other public, offices with varying results? 

(b) Are 'the Government considering the advisability, of appoint- 
ing a committee to inquire into tin* corrupt practices which are alleged 
to exist in the various offices and departments under the Government 
of Bengal as has been done in the Punjab? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. The member is 
referred to the statements attached to the Reports on the Administration 
of Criminal Justice in Bengal, which show the results of such cases. 

(b) No. 

< 

Reports on the condition of the health of certain 
political prisoners. 

•LV. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the llon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
place on the table the latest medical reports on the condition of the 
health of Mr. C. R. Das, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Babu Shyam- 
sundar Chakravarty and Mr. B. N. Susmal? 
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(b) Is it a fact that Mr. B. N. Sasmal has been losing 1 weight for 
some time past ? 

(c) If so, is the Ilon’ble the Member in a position to state the 
reasons thereof and also the steps, if any, that Government have taken 
to prevent it? 

(d) Will the Ilon'ble the Meml>er In* pleased to state the circum-. 
stances under which Mr. Waxed Ali Khan Panee was released ? 

The Hofl’ble 8if ABD-UR-RANIM: (a) The latest medical rejx>rts 
are .placed on the table. 

(h) and (r) Yes % The loss of weight is attributed to a deviation 
from the standard of living to which Mr. Sasmal was accustomed when 
at liberty There is no illness to account for it and for a man of 
Mr. Sasmal' s physique it is not considered a serious loss. Mr. Sasmal 
was offered extras and milk from the hospital, but he refused. 

(d) He was released on the application of the Jail SujH»rintendent 
on the ground that he was seriously ill. 


Latest medic/il reports referred to in the reply to starred r/uestton 
No. LV (a) on the condition of the health of Mr. C. I{. l)as y Maul ana 
Abul Kalam A^ad, Babu Shyamsundar Chakravarty and Mr. B. N. 
Sasmal. 

Mr. ( It Da*— He has very much improved in health recently and in now in 
a gtHKl state of health. Him weight on udnussion was 177 lbs. and his present 
weight on ‘JUrid June ih 1774 lhs The low level from a Inch Mi. (\ It Dan 
suffered in March and April has now disappeared. Occasionally only ut long 
intervals there ih an evening rise up to 99°. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad.— Two weeks ago he had a slight* attack of 
indigestion and diarrhreu, now cured , he is under his owiv medical man’s trent- 
mcnt, but is receiving diet from the jail hospital. General state of health is good. 

Habu Shyamsundar Vhakravaity —He is suffering from slight dysfH'psin and 
some slight stomatitis , is under hospital treatment and receding hospital diet. 
Weight is the same as on admission. General state of health is good. 

Mr. I) S. Sasmal. — General state of health is good according to the medical 
officer’s opinion and his own statements. He has suffered some loss of weight 

•LV-A. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Ms the TTon’ble the Member 
aware that Mr. Sasmal submitted a formal application to the Jail Super- 
intendent for permission to have fruits and that that application was 
refused, that Mr. Sasmal requested the Jail Suj>erinteiidpiit to forward 
his application to have fruits to the Inspector-General of Prisons and 
that that application too was not sent up? 


The Hon’Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I am not aware of that. 
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Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : Is it a fact that Mr. Sasmal has been 
suffering from piles? Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that when that 
fact was brought to the notice of the Jail Superintendent and Mr. Sasmal 
asked for some fruits, no notice was taken of his prayer? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Is it a fact that Mr. Sasmal has lately 
developed symptoms of diabetes and that sugar has been detected by 
an examination of his urine? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAH I M : I am not aware of that. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Will the llon’ble the Memlier take the 
trouble of investigating all these? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 would ask for notice. 


Instructions regulating the use of firearms by the police. 

•LVI. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government are contemplating issuing instinct ions regulating the 
use of firearms b\ armed forces or Gurkhas and of restricting their use 
so as to require the previous sanction of the local Government, or, in 
cases of emergency, the sanction of a magistrate of the first class, before 
firearms are used? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : Instructions regarding the use of firearms by 
the police in the suppression of disorders are contained in Police Regu- 
lations. Bengal, Volume d, rule ITS, a copy of which may be consulted in 
the Domicil Library. In February last Government drew the attention 
of its officers to these standing orders* It is not proposed to issue any 
further instructions. 


Statement of Mr. G. R. Das after his conviction. 

•LVII. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) nas the atten- 
tion of the llon’ble the Memlier in charge of the Judicial Department 
been drawn to the statement of Mr. C. It. Das after his conviction by 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta? 

(h) Are the Government intending to take any steps regarding 
the case by the light of the said statement? 
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(c) Has the attention of the Hon* hie the Member Wen drawn to 
the evidence of the handwriting experts in the said case? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: {a) Yes 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 


Dacoities committed in Bengal. 

*LVIII. Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: Will the JTon'ble tho 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement allowing: — 

(?) the number of dacoities or alleged dacoities committed in Hen gal 
within the last six months; 

(??) the exact number of cases of dacoities or alleged dacoities 
in each district ; 

(???) the numbei of cases detected; 

(/?•) the numbei of cast's under investigation; 

( ?•) the total number of accused sent up for trial in each case; 

(ri) the actual number of convictions; and 
(vii) the total expenditure incurred for each cast' — 

(a) detected, and 
( h) undetected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (?) The figures on 

record an* for the* six months ending dlst March. 

(??) to (ri) A statement is laid on tin* table. 

(rii) It is not possible to calculate this. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred //mat inn A Jo. LVUl showing 
number of dacoities in Bengal during the six months ending 
31st March , 1022. 


! 

Dihtkict. 

1 

Number of j 
caw* of 

dacoiti**. 

r< ported j 
in trarh i 
dii»rit>t j 

Number 
of ca*w 

d< tooled . 

! 

Numb* r of 
cawn DDflru 
invcNtiga- 
tloD. { 

1 

Total number of 

JUM UW?d Milt Up 

for trial. 

; • 

Artual 
munlH-r of 
Convic- 
tion II 

i Number 
of aeomaal 
u rider 
trial. 

JcsHore 

i i 

7 

! 

6 

4 

1 

| 15 in 3 canon ... 

Nil 

5 

Kliulnn 

6 

3 

Nil 

0 in 2 casew ... 

Nil 

5 

Murtshidaliad 

21 ! 

4 

2 

4 iu 2 enhen ... 

1 

1 

3 

Nadia 

24 ! 

1 

12 

3 

j 

33 in 8 ca^H ... 

4 

20 
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DISTRICT. 

N umber of 
oaaec of 
dacoitiea 
reported 
in each 
district. 

Number 
of caaea 
detected. 

Number oi 
cusea under 
1 investiga- 
tion. 

Total number of 
accused sent up 
for trial. 

{ 

Actual 
number of 
! convic- 
' tiona. 

1 

Number 
of aocuaed 
under 
trial. 

24-Pargarms 

35 

12 

10 

38 in 7 cases ... 

Nil 

35 

Bankina 

13 

2 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Birbhum 

9 

5 

! 

2 

28 in 4 cases ... 

25 

Nil 

Bnrdwan 

24 

4 

i 

19 in 3 cases ... 

2 

10 

Ilooghly ... 

25 

7 

G 

15 in 3 cases 1 ... 

9 

3 

Howrab 

13 

3 

1 2 

1 7 in 2 cases ... 

3 

6 

Mid nupore 

87 

14 

15 

35 in 7 cases ... 

5 

* 22 

Bogra 

17 

4 

1 

5 in 1 case 

Nil 

5 

Darjeeling 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

l)i niijpur 

39 

7 

Nil 

13 in 3 cnscH ... 

Nd 

9 

Jalpaignri 

23 

8 

1 

25 in 5 cast's ... 

10 

10 

Maid a 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

Palma 

10 

G 

Nil 

26 in 6 cases ... 

Nil 

26 

Bajsbabi 

13 

G 

G 

27 in 3 cases 

Nil 

26 

Kangpur 

49 

io i 

1 

5 

23 in 6 cases ... 

« 1 

18 

Dacca 

25 

10 1 

10 

17 in 4 cases ... 

| 

3 

8 

Mymensingh 

35 

8 

13 

16 in 3 cases ... 

1 

13 

Tippera 

19 

G 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Bakarganj 

19 

12 

5 

45 in 9 eases ... 

i 

11 ’ 

27 

Chittagong 

2 

Nil 

Nil ' 

Nil 

Nil I 

Nil 

Farid pur 

14 

4 

7 

Nil 

Ni, 

Nil 

Noakhali 

2 

2 

Nil 

6 in 2 cases ... 

Nil 

2 

Calcutta — 


L 





Town and 

Suburbs 

G 

1 

1 

9 in 1 case 

Nil | 

9 
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Statements of Mr. C. R. Das after his conviction. 




•LIX. Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: (a) With reference to the answer 
to a question by Mr. Intlu Bhushun Dutta on the statement made by 
Mr. C. R. Das after his conviction questioning the legality of his case, 
will the Ilon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department l>e 
pleased to state the decision of the Government on the mattei ? 

(b) Will the lion* bio the Member be pleased to state whether tin* 
opinions of the Advocate-General and other counsel have been taken 
on the legality or otherwise of Mr. C. It. Dan's conviction? 

(r) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Ifon’ble the Member 
be pleased to lay them on the table? 

(<1) If no opinions have been obtained, are the Government consider- 
ing’ the desirability of obtaining them as soon as possible? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAH IM : (/?), (b), (r) and (rf) The Gov- 
ernment have fully investigated all the statements made by Mr. (\ It. 
Das and have decided to take no action in the matter. The\ are not 
prepared to give any further infonnatinu on the subject. 

*LIX-A. Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Will the Ilon’ble tin* Member 
me pleased to state the reasons for Government’s refusal to give any 
further information? Am 1 not entitled to answer to my question? Is 
silence the answy? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : Go\ e rnment are not prepared to 
give any further information than what is contained in tin* reply. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Will the Ilon'lde the Member la* pleased to 
state hi^ reasons foi refusing to answet the question? Is it in the 
interest of the State? 

• 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I rise to a point of order, Sir. 

THE DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu 8urendra Nath Ray): It is 

no question and you cannot put Jt. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : I put the question — you may disallow it 
if you like. 

Ups tar red Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Raiyatwari settlements of arable lands in the Sunderbans. 

106. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Ilon’lde 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Laud Revenue) 
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be pleased to state whether the raiyatwari settlements of arable lands 
in the Sunderbans are made in perjietuitv ? If not, generally for 
what period are sueh leases granted ? * 

(h) Can occupancy right accrue in these lands? 

. ( c ) Is if ft fact that the raiyat enjoys no right to transfer freely 

his holding or even a part of his holding? 

('/) What is the prevailing rate of rent at which such settlements are 
made? 

(e) What is the estimated gross produce of a bigha of land comprised 
in such a settlement ? 

(/) What is the maximum quantity of land for which such lease is 
granted ? 

(<)) Is it a fact that a raiyat is not allowed to acquire more than 
a hundred bighas of land even by way of transfer? 

(h) In what respects do such raivats under the Government* enjov 
better rights than those under private landlords? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(<i) Settlements of 1 lie land are practically made in perpetuity, subject 
to certain conditions and to revision of rent usually after a period of 
If) years. 

W Yes. 

(r) A free right of transfer is not recognised. 

(d) No rent is charged for the first three years of settlement. The 

subsequent rent is fixed after consideration of the* economic circum- 
stances. 

(r) The information is not available. 

(/) The maximum area of an original grant, is limited to 75 bighas. 
('/) Yes., 

(h) The raiyat under the Government enjoys better rights than 
those under private landlords in the following respects: — 

(/) No abwabs are levied and strict sujjcrvision is maintained over 
the collecting staff to see that they do not oppress the 
tenants. 

(2) The raiyatwari settlement prevents the intervention of middle- 
men who profit at the expense of the actual cultivators. 

(.7) No salami is charged when land is first granted or where* 
transfers are made with the permission of the Collector. 

(4) Government maintain the outer embankment at their own 
expense. 


Kanohrapara Jail building. 

107. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
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to state the total cost of the Jail buildings constructed at Kanchrujiara 
and the cost of their electric fittings? 

(b) Will the Hon* hie the Member be pleased to state whether the 
building is at present occupied? 

(c) If not, how does he propose utilising it? 

(<I) Are the Government considering the desirability of handing it 
over to some charitable or educational institution or of leasing it out or* 
selling it off outright? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMi (a) The expenditure up to end 
of May, 1922, was Its. 1,55,145. No expenditure lias been incurred on 
electric fittings. • 

(b) It is not occupied at present. 

(r) and (<1) The question of its utilisation is under the consideration 
of Government. 


Method of recruitment for the Department of Registration and for the 
subordinate police service. 

108. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon’blo the 
Member m charge of the Police Depai tinent be pleased to state tin* 
method of recruitment for the Department, of Registration and for the 
subordinate jxdiee service during the present >ear? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: The method of recruitment 
is the same as in previous years. 


Applications of Zamindars for 11 certificate ” powers. 

109. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Dou ble the 

Member in charge of the Depart intuit of Revenue (Land Revenue} be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement! showing, under the following 
heads, the number of applications that have been made by zamindars 
or landholders praying tor “ certificate ” powers (powers under the 
Public Demands Recovery Act) for the realisation of rent from their 
tenants : — 

(?) the number of applications madg during the last 12 months, 
showing also number of such applications as have boon 
recommended by the district authorities, and the number of 
applications granted by the Government; 

(t?) the average numlier of such applications during the previous 
five years; also showing the average number of such applica- 
tions as were recommended by the district authorities and 
such as were granted by Government; and 
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( «i ) the principle on which the recommendations were generally 
made — 

(I) during the last 12 months; 

(II) during the five previous years? 

(h) Have there been any applications made during the last 12 months, 
alleging the non-co-operation movement as a ground, for obtaining the 
“ certificate ” powers? If so, how many? 

(c) Have the district authorities, before recommending any of the 
applications, made inquiries into these applications and satisfied them- 
selves that the grounds shown were correct and were not likely to be a 
source of oppression on the tenants? « 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) A statement is placed on the table. 

(b) Yes; 12 applications. 

(c) No application is granted by Government unless they are satis- 
fied that there are good grounds and that it is not likely to be a source 
of oppression on the tenants. 

Statement referred to t n the reply to unstarred quest ton No. 109 , showing 
the number of applications made by zamindars of landholders pray- 
ing for certificate powers ( powers under the Public Demands Recovery 
Act) for the realisation of rent from their tenants. 

(i) Number ot applications made during 13. 

the luHt twelve months. 

Numlierof applications recommended 9. 
by District authorities. 

Number of applications granted by No application has l wen granted as yet. 
Government. 

(ii) Average number of applications 3*2. 

during tbe previous five years. 

Average number of applications re- 1*G\ 
commended by District author- 
ities. 

Average number of applications 1*4. 
granted by Government. 

(i«i) Principles on which recommenda- 
tions were generally made: — 

(1) during the last 12 months The applications wore recommended to save 

from ruin landlords, who, on account of 
the concerted action of their tenants 
found it impossible to realise their rents 
w and the ordinary law for realisation of 

rent did not meet the situation suffi- 
ciently. 
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(II) during the five previous Each case was dealt with on its own merits, 
years. The application of the ltaja of Mahisadal 

in district Miilnapore was recommended 
in view of the importance of the estate, 
the public spirit displayed by the land- 
lord and the good relations which the 
estate had always maintained with its 
tenants prior to the present trouble. 
The application of one estate in Mytneii; 
singli was recoinineuihd with a view to 
nave an old lo>al f.uniU from utter ruin. 
The case of two other estates, one in 
Maldu and the other in Dneea, wuh re- 
eommended, Iwanae a portion of each 
estate w'as under the management of the 
Court ol Wards and as such enjoyed the 
benefits of the certificate procedure and 
it was necessary to extend the conces- 
sion to the remaining portions of the 
two estates to main* the condition of 
things similar m the different portions of 
those estates. 


Control of the Finance Department over the schemes of the Reserved 
and Transferred Departments. 

110. Babu IMDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (<t) Will the TIon’ble the 
Member in charge of the J)e|iartnient of Finance Ik* pleased to state 
wliat control, if any, the Finance Department exercises on — 

(?) schemes of the Reserved Departments ; 

(??) schemes of the Transferred Departments? 

(b) Is it possible, under the existing rules, for the Fiimnce Depart- 
ment to scrutinise or reject any scheme approved by any Minister? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the 
Hon’ble 8ir John Kerr): ( a ) Tjie member is referred to Rules d7 — 45 
of the Devolution Rules, in which the functions and powers of the 
Finance Department in resj>eet of expenditure are defined. There is no 
distinction between the Reseived and Transferred Departments in regard 
to this matter. 

(b) It is the duty of the Finance Department to scrutinise all 
proposals involving expenditure whether on the reserved or on the 
transferred side. The Finance Department is not empowered to over- 
rule the Member or Minister in charge of any other dejsirtment, but 
it may under Rule 44 require such department to submit any matter, 
on which the Finance Department is required to advise or report, to 
the Governor for the orders of the local Government, 
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111. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the under-trial prisoners are chained round their 
waists when taken out for any work ? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of dis- 
continuing the practice or making some distinction in the matter accord- 
ing to the nature of the offences with which they are charged? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) The answer is in the 
negative. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Protection of the water-tanks on the Eastern Bengal Railway and 
steamer ghat stations from pollution. 

112. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (n) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that in many 
stations of tin' Eastern Bengal Railway the coolies wash their bodies by 
dipping their napkins m the reservoirs for drinking water and that 
t,Tie confectionary sellers in those stations and the khalasis of the 
passenger steamers of the Joint Steamer Companies take out water from 
the opening at the top of the reservoirs for drinking water by dipping 
the buckets into them without washing the latter? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Eastern Bengal Railway and the Joint Steamer Companies to protect 
the reservoirs for drinking water from contamination by keeping the 
owning at the top under lock and key? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC W0RK8 (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): (a) 

Government have no information. 

(b) The allegations will be brought to the notice of the authorities 
concerned. 


Work of the Muhammadan fasting prisoners in the Alipore Central Jail. 

113. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) aware that 
special class prisoners in the Punjab Jails were not required to work 
between 12 noon and 2 r.M. during the summer months? 
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(b) Is the H 011 ble the Member aware that social class prisoners in 
the Ali]K>re Central Jail were not required to do any work during those 
hours until very recently? 

(c) If so, will the Uon’ble the Member he pleased to state the date 
on which, and the circumstances under which, Mich prisoners were made 
to work ? 

(d) Is it a fact that all s]>eeial class prisoners, including Muhani-* 
inadan fasting prisoners, in the Ali]>ore Central Jail were made to work 
during the month of Ramzan ? 

(e) If so, will the Government he pleased to lay on the table a list 
containing : — 

(?) the names of the prisoners; and 

(if) the nature of work assigned to each? 

Tilt Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAH IM : (a) Government have no 
information. 

(h) and (e) Special class prisoners are not required to work between 
10-M0 a.m. and 1-30 j\m. during the summer season as laid down m rule 
774 of the Jail (-ode. 

(d) and (e) ^ es. Lists 1 and II showing the names and the natuie 
oi work allotted to sjK'cial class and oi dinars prisoners, wlio observed 
Ramzan, iespeeti\My, are placed on the table. 


List I 

Shown) y the special class prisoners trim observed “ Rarnzam ” and 
the nature of work allotted to them, referred to in the reply to 
unstarred (/nest ton 1 X 0 . 113 (d) and (e). 

I'i css icoih, viz , cnvrlopc-maknnj , rtc.— 

1. Wazed All Klian Panne. 

2. Moulvie Abul Kalaty Azad. 

3. Moulvie Akrain Klian. 

4. Moulvie Majihar Kahaiunn. 

5. Moulvie Nazir Alia rued. 

(3. Moulvie Abdul Karim. 

7. Haji Abdul Pastiid Klian. 

H. Moulvie Shamauddin Aharned. 

9. Sv#d Jallauddin Hansen, 
in. Moulvie Abdul Rout. 

11. Peer Hadslia Mia. 

12 Jaynal Abedin. 

13. Moulvie Afsaruddin. 

14. Moulvie Johurali Ahamed. 

15. Abdul Halim. 

16. Abdul Kuddas. 
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17. Hakim Saider Rahaman. 

18. Moulvie Shaique Ahamed Osmani. 

19. Mahamed Osman. 

20. Mahamed Taha. 

21. Mahamed Hashirn. 

22. Hakharali. 

23. Noor Maliamed. 

24. Abul Alam. 

25. WhhiI Sheik. 

26. llainuddi Mai. 

N.li. — Five prisoners have been released since then. 


List II 

Showing the ordinary prisoners irho observed “ Hamza m and the 



nature of work allotted to them. 

rork — 

71 ISA. 

Sk. Amanath. 

10013A. 

Fazar Sk. 

18265 A. 

Shakhiuddin Dhali. 

121 65 A. 

Fakir Mahamed. 

33 10 A. 

Osman Laskar. 

561 2A. 

Pachai Mollali. 

2014 A. 

Rajahali Sk. 

31 13 A. 

Asmatali. 

13075 A. 

Rahimbox. 

13075 A. 

Khorshedali ( released) . 

15921 A. 

Abdul Ashan Nashkar (leleased) 

7115A. 

Sabed Akunji. 

8I5A. 

Kaloo 8k. 

5 1(13 A 

Kalachand Malliek. 

4 052 A 

Kafiluddi Sk. 

19311 A 

1 nsa u Sk. 

1991 1A. 

Moula Tendal. 

253511. 

H aieni 8k. 

1732 A. 

Amir Hossein. 

5229 A. 

vSk. Kobbat. 

0056 A. 

Farzan Mondal. 

5 102 A. 

Wahed Rux. 

5432 A. 

Akkns Gazi. 

0983 A. 

Aboo Sk. 

7421A. 

Abbas Kazi. 

2226 A. 

Tazoo Mondal. 

3007 A. 

Sabir Mahalader. 

7457 A. 

Palan Sk. 

3152A. 

Kaminuddin Mollah. 

1530 A. 

Tamijuddin Mondal. 

803 A. 

Montnz Munshi. 

7420 A. 

Shitabdi Gazi. 

3145A. 

Abdul Hamid. 
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3433 A. 

Montasuddin. 

73101$. 

8k. Ishnque. 

6989 A. 

Hall Sk. 

5922 A. 

Sk. Clinmnri. 

12101 A. 

Honnli 8k. 

3649 H. 

Nnderali. 

71731$. 

8k. Kostain. 

71311$. 

Ainaddm Biswas. 

70301$. 

Hamid 8k. 

42071$. 

Moslem Mollah. 

376(51$ 

Mohosain Mollah. 

(59821$. 

Jahha i Sk. 

4 98(5 A. 

Hahnmn Mondnl. 

41321$. 

Eiahar Haidar. 

36271$ 

Harifali Khali. 

36501$. 

tliuatullah. 

37681$. 

Kohhad Sk. 

16259 A. 

Basiruddi Haidar. 

3141 A. 

Gnijuddi. 

2870 A. 

Tamijuddi Mollah. 

3(W$<> A. 

Fulsarif. 

5445 A. 

Mohammad. 

13 12 A. 

Moharak Sk. 

31 11 A. 

Mohammad. 

46 1 1 A . 

rmarali. 

4977A. 

IMlar Sk. 

39 13 A. 

Joimhali 

3637 A. 

tHasimuddi. 

812 A. 

Bonodo Mollah. 

7008 

Kaloo Sk. 

17090. 

Sk. Yunus. 

3127. 

Sk. dahodali lia^ha 

7015. 

Khrahim Sk. 

4503. 

.lanmo Sk. 

6956. 

Umaruli. 

6599 

Damn Sk. 

7220 

Ktbar Haddi. 

3068. 

Panchoo Sikdhar. 

7019. 

Yakooh Sk. 

5187. 

Nasiniuddin Khan. 

7582. 

Ahodali Khan. 

2860 A. 

AIkIuI Khaloq. 

18307 A. 

Akrainali Pandit. 

0531 A. 

Mandar Fakir. 

158 A. 

Kharjoon Sk. 

2045 A. 

Gaharali. 

3774 A. 

Sushi Mehana. 

3657 A. 

Mohar Mollah. 

28(58 A. 

Gam Mollah. 

4, ‘$85 A. 

Moajan 8k. 

5055 A. 

Ahdul Sovan Sardar. 

7524. 

Ekkana Sardar. 

2042 A. 

Arninuddi Fakir. 

4982. 

Kasimuddi. 

7014. 

Felu Sk. 
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7070. Muqshed. 

3850. Sk. Nuru. 

6051. Uzir Sk. 

281 2A. Khosiruddi. 

2298. Sk. I du. 

2020 A. Mafez. 

713611. Kudu Gam. 

556111. Abdul Taber. 

6993 H. Jabedali Sk. 

643411. Sk. Kassem. 

291711. Munslu Daral) Khan 
217211. Manu Sk. 

697711. Ibralum Sk. 

648311. Imam Sk. 

660811. Fakir Md. 


1074 III. 

A scarab Sk. 

450411. 

Jonah Sk. 

1436311. 

Kassemali Sk. 

712411. 

Sabdar Sk. 

251211. 

Imamali Kazi. 

1803611. 

Abdul Kuhnian. 

280811. 

Sonarnuddi. 

202811. 

Jabbarali. 

4931 II. 

Abdul Hamid. 

585011. 

Kj id Malliek. 

532211 

Haianal Kasnl. 

417811. 

Ismail Munslu. 

174811. 

Abdul Gam. 

1978 A. 

Abdul Samed. 

18209 A 

Turn Khan. 

2030 A. 

Tajemali. 

4510 A. 

Ismail Baodagar. 

201711. 

Monunuddin. 

1820811. 

Alaf Gazi. 


696611. Mobaminadali. 

47 1811. Abdul Gam. 
117811. Ismail Munslu, 
610211. Kalunuddi. 
315711. Faijuddi. 

202711. Arnbnh. 

707)611. Sobrati. 

240111. Ka urban Sk. 

3 15911. Yakoob. 

2 1 82 A. Abdul A /.us, 

3611 A. Cheragali. 

18978 A. Ismail Sk. 

7111 A. Mujam Sarda.\ 
203SA. Abdul Chaukidar. 
7065 A. Imanali Mondal. 
4863A. Afjnl Khan. 

191 3 A. Jenatullah Sk. 
3643 A. Sonarnuddi Sk. 
2091 A. Golam Hakim. 
15135A. Taribullah Sk. 
7457 A. Abdul Malek. 
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3183B. 

Madan Hawaklar. 

2516B. 

Badlu Sardar. 

3033. 

Mafezuddi Molla. 

7425B 

Manik Sardar. 

3634B. 

Tomexuddi Sardar. 

4973. 

Bhagui Saikh. 

6987B. 

Denatulla Saikh. 

3950B. 

Abdul Saikh. 

19036B. 

Tomexuddi Saikh. 

4131B. 

Meher Haidar. 

2898B. 

Badal Fakir. 

12746B. 

Ali Khan. 

3337A. 

Saikh Solaiman. 

7055 A 

Shaikh Bhola. 

3334 A. 

Brian Molla. 

7342A. 

Nur Md. 

4479 A. 

Abdul Gafur. 

17273 A. 

Badsha Miah. 

19038A. 

Naimuddin Biswas 

19144A. 

Ahad Saikh. 

4579 A. 

Hatem Saikh. 

4673 A. 

Abdul Rahaman. 

4636 A. 

Jonabali Biswas. 

4472A. 

Momrej Saikh. 

4188A. 

Rinzuddin Saikh. 

4048 A. 

Zigir Saikli. 

4606 A. 

Ismail Dobashi. 

31 47 A. 

Md. Ismail. 

29038 A. ( 

*Fathe Mahamad Molla 

4501) A. 

NaRim Saikh. 

4822A. 

Said HoNsain. 

3236 A. 

Abdul Raxak. 

5746 A. 

Seraz Saikh. 

1 90,35 B. 

Khak Saikh. 

44 15 A. 

Salmdat Miah. 

15ia r >B. 

Jamir Saikh 

7026B. 

Abdul Mijit. 

Cooks — 

5474A. 

Yasin Shaik. 

3287 A. 

Sovan Shaik. 

6632 A. 

Shaik Mudi. 

5972A. 

Chedi Khan. 

5935 A. 

Rahamat Sha 

6366 A. 

Sk. Barka. 

6633A. 

Sk. Rezak. 

6631A. 

Sk. Ibrahim. 

Rice-cleaning — 

19770B. 

Rain Molla. 

MSOB. 

Naimuddi Sardar 

6S90B. 

Abdul MolU. 

7787B. 

Kafiuddin Chowc 

6744B. 

Sk. Abdul Rahaman. 



*230 


QUESTIONS. 


[6th Joit 


V ibgrinding — 


7314B. 

Bainuddi Naskar. 

5306B. 

Khaluruddin. 

3625B. 

Malai. 

1G56B. 

Dedar Bux. 

Cowshed— 

2508 A. 

Nazim Sikdar. 

4054 A. 

Dorabali Goladar. 

2089 A. 

Bairamuddin. 

6119A. 

Intaz Khan. 

Wall guard— 

4077A. 

Mominuddin. 

17257 A 

Asgartili 

3099 A. 

Sultan Molla. 

3130 A. 

Fkramali Sardar. 

Night watchman- ■ 


7133A. 

Kboda Bux. 

7695 A. 

Sk. Kaloo. 

Convict overseer — 

6445 A. 

Aftnbuddin. 

3330 A. 

iBmail Fakir. 


Jute teasing— 

Sk. Mogal. 

Night watt h man — 

Dorai Ali. 

Jute teasing— 

3389 A. Abdul fiattar. 

32*22 B. Nazir Aliaiuad 

Nigh t watchman — 

09! A. Moluin Moiidnl. 

Jute teasing — 

Sk. Nehal. 

17436B. Faijuddm. 

Tniamuddin Shaik. 
Kachiimiddin Naskar 
Shaik Chamaru. 
Saharuddin Mol la. 

Sk. Sashi. 
Kamaruddh Khan. 
Abdul Hai. 

Sk. Babu. 

Insole Fulton— 

5146A. Arman Miah. 

6199A. Sk. Abdul Gafur. 
640B. Sk. Mafizuddi. 
7096B. Sk. Ahamad. 
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6635 A. 
1308A 
4066 A. 

Outride work— 
7410B. 
19280 A. 
5326 A. 
800B. 
7235B. 
6954 B. 
7503B. 
795 A. 
7652B. 
17148. 
4792A. 
6969 B. 


8k. Mannu. 

Dina Sardar. 

Biint Ali 

Said Abdul Gaffur. 


Sukur Shaik. 
Abdul Gani. 
Abdul Molln. 

Sk. Rustam. 

Mir Aaij. 

Ibrnliim Molla. 
Haxi Habil. 
Bahadur Sardar. 
«k. Yasin. 
Kowsar Ali. 
Rahmatulla. 
Ismail Shaik. 


Undertrial prisoners — 

Shabcdali. 

Ali Mahnnmd 
Sk. Siddik. 

8k. Karim. 

Dilbahar Gain. 

Sk Habib Ochimuddin Molla 
Md. A lam. 

Ahamad Khan. 

SonabuT Khan. 

Miah Klian. 

Gavi Fakir. 

Chot Khan. 

Solaiman. 

Rajaullah. 

Maharuddi. 


Noo-cultivation of certain low-lying localities in Eastern Bengal 

this year. 

1U. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0RE RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) 

Will the ITon'Me tlu* Member inVliarge of the Department, of Revenue 
(Land Revenue) l»e pleased to state whether he is aware that in those 
localities in Eastern Bengal which are low-lying and' subject to early 
inundation, the cultivators have had little opportunity of carrying on 
sowing operations owing to the lateness df the monsoon this year? 

(h) Have the Government called for any social reports from the 
revenue officers in such localities as to the condition of the cultivators, 
the extent of the supply of food-stuffs there, and the prices at which 
they are available ? 

, (c) Is it a fact that scarcity is already beginning to be felt in some 

of these localities ? 

(d) What steps are Government proposing to take in the matter? 

36 a 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR if 
BURDWAN: (a) No. The late sowing of autumn rice has affected 
the crop to some extent, but jute and deep-water £addy are doing well. 

(b) There has been no occasion to call for such reports. 

(c) No. 

(d) The question does not arise. 


Expenditure on the Bengal Tenancy Act Committee meeting. 

115. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the -Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state the amount which had to be paid by the Government in 
the shape of travelling allowance, etc., to the members of the Committee 
and to witnesses for the consideration of the Bengal Tenancy Act, in 
October and November, 1921, and in May, 1922, at Darjeeling? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for not holding the meetings in Calcutta? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of holding the 
meetings in future in Calcutta and not at Darjeeling? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Travelling allowance amounting to Rs. 3,100 was 
paid to the members of the Committee for attendance at nine meetings 
in Darjeeling in October, 1921; the payments for attendance at 15 meet- 
ings in Darjeeling in May, 1922, will probably amount to Rs. 2,900. 
The Committee has incurred no expenditure on account of witnesses. 

(b) The Committee was appointed in August, 1921, and it became 
apparent at once that it would l>e necessary to hold a series of continu- 
ous meetings if it was to get through its task within any reasonable 
time. It was recognised that it would l>e impossible for the members 
to find time for continuous sittings during the cold weather session of 
the Council, and the majority decided that it would be best to begin 
work in Darjeeling in October. During the nine meetings then held 
the main principles on which the Act should be amended were settled. 

A Bill was then framed to give effect to the Committee’s decisions and 
with great difficulty the members managed to hold eight meetings in 
Calcutta during the cold weather to consider the Bill. Little progress 
was, however, made, and it was evident that there was no prospect of get- 
ting through the Bill within any reasonable time unless a further series 
of meetings were held in Darjeeling during the hot weather; 15 further 
meetings were accordingly held in May, when the consideration' of the 
Bill was completed. The report is now being drafted and will, it i»| 
hoped, be laid before the Committee within the next few weeks. 

(c) Government do not propose to interfere with the discretion of the 
Committee as to the place of its future meetings. 
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Resolutions 

Render the rules for the discussion of matters of general public inters!). 

k # • 

Travelling allowance, salary, etc., to members of Council. 


"The discussion on the travelling* allowance, salary, etc., to members 
of Council was resumed. 

e 

Maulvi 8HAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI : I fully support ti e 
resolution of Mr. Dutt, but from what 1 have heard yesterday night from 
*,the Hon’ble Member I do not consider the mufassal members will 
welcome the proposal of Mr. Dutt. The Hon’ble Member said yesteidav 
“ that it is not desirable that members should travel second class' and 
draw double first class fare.” If that be the case, then the mover should 
withdraw his present resolution and bring* a new one for double second 
class fire instead of single first class fare. I support the resolution of 
Mr. Dutt on this understanding that we will travel in the second class 
and draw single first class fare which is equivalent to double second 
class, hut if we are to follow the observation of Govoinipent members, 
then it would he better to allow the member to draw double fare for 
the class in which he actually travels. 

The resolution of Mr. Forrester no doubt will be welcomed hv the 
members. Rut in order to carry on the present administration we have 
been forced to htwe recourse to fresh taxation. We are drawing & 
large sum of money by the present system of our travelling and halting 
allowances, and if the policy of salary he accepted, then a large amount 
of public money will he wasted; and when we nre*talking of curtailing 
the expenditure of minimising taxation even by reducing our travelling 
ftlowances, we are finding out fresh means for creating it. The amount 
allotted foi travelling allowances for the members is Us. 1,21,000. 
If this proposal is accepted we have to make provision for Us. 3,46,000. 

Like the members of the District Boards and Local Boards, those 
of this Council had no better idea of receiving any gratification for 
their works when they were elected, and it is good for the benefit of the 
country that they should stick tc^tlieir principle. We, the poor Indians, 
cannot accept the principle of other rich countries. 

The members o? the Council do not attend the meetings regularly 
imd if they attend they cannot remain even for the number of days the 
Council goes on with its sittings. They^omet imes attend at the begin- 
ning or at the end of a part session, so they will have to he paid for the 
time when really they do not attend. At present the members are allowed 
their daily allowances according to their halt at Calcutta and they do not 
get any allowances when they remain at home during session or out of 
session, but if the salary system he adopted, then the Government will 
have to pay them for the time they remain at home during the session or 
out of session. If the mover has brought this resolution, for the good 
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of the- Calcutta members, then I think lie ,ought to have moved for 

daily allowances for the number of days they work in the Council. 

With these remarks, I oppose this resolution. 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: We are thankful 

indeed to Mr. A. C. Dutt for moving his resolution about the reduction 
r of travelling allowance and limiting 1 it to single first class. I agree 
with him that the majority of the members, specially mufassal mem- 
bers, object to it for obvious reasons. The saving that is effected in 
travelling lower class is spent on other things which help mufassal 
members to maintain their dignity and comforts. Resides, one has got*" 
to consider that mufassal members have wives and children, assistants 
and servants. They can utilise the extra first class to defray the cost 
of their travelling to and from Calcutta. Resides, Its. 10 per diem is 
not enough to pay for decent board and lodging. They are not accus- 
tomed to live in hotels where you can engage a room by the day or the 
week or the month. They also need gharry and taxi expenses when they 
are in town. It is very fine for a Calcutta barrister or a Calcutta land- 
lord to say 'that mufassal members make a good deal out of their travel- 
ling allowance. He knows fully well that attending Council after 
3 r.M. does not affect his business very much nor does it entail the same 
sacrifices as a mufassal member, pleader or a merchant is called 
upon to do. A mufassal member has to be absent from bis business for 
long periods in Calcutta during Council sessions. Another important 
factor is that a Council barrister gets plenty of advertisement by bis 
Council orations being published in the papers. I oppose Mr. Dutt’s 
resolution. 

As for Mr. Campbell Forrester’s resolution which he has moved very 
eloquently with convincing facts and figures, I accord it my whole- 
hearted support. There is no one in the Council, with any idea of the 
world’s parliamentary institutions, who can object to the principle 
involved in Mr. Forrester’s proposal. 

The principle of payment to the people’s parliamentary representa- 
tives has lieen accepted all over the world. It has been recognised to 
be one of the best means to get the best type of members. England 
alone refused to follow suit until 1911, although Mr. Gladstone had 
pressed for it in Parliament more than once. It was the Labour party, 
with Mr. Ramsay Macdonald ns Chairman, that brought pressure on 
the Asquith Ministry after the scandalous judgment by the House of 
Lords in its judicial capacity known as the Osborne judgment. The 
Law Lords, at the instigation of capitalists, declared as illegal all pay- 
ments to Labour members in Parliament and also election expenses by 
British Trade Unions. There was a general election and as soon os the 
Liberal party came into power, Mr. Lloyd George, the then Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, moved the resolution which led to the sanction of a 
payment of f 400 a year. 
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j yl have net heard a single strong argument by non-official members 
against this very modest proposal of Mr. Forrester. The trend of all 
political agitation in our country by the old and the new Congress shows 
thai we want complete democracy to rule the atVairs of this country; we 
caotiot possibly tolerate that this Council should l>e the monopoly of 
men of means and power. We cannot possibly tolerate a majority 
of members who depend on unearned incomes — 1 mean zamindars and • 
bankers; besides, there are well-to-do professional men. 

What is the demand involved in this resolution ? It is practically 
a ’demand from the democracy, which is labouring under a good many 
ills that legislation alone can remedy, and the people must have a choice 
of doctors — an unlimited choice of doctors — to cure those ills. It is all 
very fine to talk about gratuitous services for the country. Members of 
the Army, Civil Service, Judiciary, receive payments and serve their 
country # well indeed. Is the professional soldier who fights and dies for 
his country less patriotic than a volunteer? lie is probably a better 
soldier than a volunteer. Are not Judges paid for administering law? 
Why should the service of those who make the laws in Council be gratui- 
tous? A Councillor, who is devoted to his duty conscientiously, is not 
less hard-worked than a High Court Judge who gets a long vacation. 
Sooner or later our Council business is bound to expand and we will 
have to spend as many days in the Council as they do in Parlia- 
ment. The gratuitous service has been to some extent a curse to the 
country in the past* nod even now we appreciate it because < f its past 
tradition. If T find an Indian ascetic charges money for medicine for 
an incurable disease, is he considered no good? If be does it gratis, 
we fall, on his feet and consider him great. The missionaries and the 
members of the Salvation Army get paid for their noble work. Is this 
work less noble because it is paid for? I think not. T jmss on to the 
arguments advanced by the Hon’hle Mr. Stephenson. He # says that 
this demand is likely to extend to members of local and municipal 
bodies. The answer is that members of the General Committee of the 
Calcutta Corporation, as well as Port Commissioners, get good fees vary- 
ing frtfm Its. 20 to Its. 32. 

The work in the municipality and our local bodies is nothing like as 
absorbing as the work of a member of Council if he does his work pro- 
perly. I for one have taken an absorbing interest in my subject of 
labour, bought and read many a book, travelled hundreds of miles to get 
a real grasp of all the problems affecting Indian labour, and I dare 
say that .most of my colleagues have done more and are doing more 
than I do.# 

Take an Honorary Magistrate. Do you think the quality of his 
wojrkis extra good? I do not think so. The clerk does the most of the 
work. I give you my personal experience before a Calcutta Bench which 
I had to attend as a defendant in an S.P.C.A. case. A poor vendor 
was prosecuted for selling fruits or that kind of thing on the footpath. 
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The learned Magistrate asked what he had to say, but before he uttered 
a single word in defence the Bench clerk shouted “ Do ropya ” Le.* a fine 
of Rs. 2, and the constable pulled him out of the dock. Who does the 
most work in a British municipality? The town clerk on £1,000 oar 
so a year. So does the paid Vice-Chairman or Deputy-Chairman of 
our municipality. I am sure Mr. Mallik, the patriotic Chairman of 
the Calcutta Corporation, will appreciate my remarks. The Hon'ble 
Mr. Stephenson’s second point is that it was wrong to vote ourselves 
moneys without a mandate from onr constituencies. My answer is 
that we do not need a mandate in this case. The electorate has trusted 
most of us with disbursement of 10 or 11 crores of rupees — surely they 
can trust in our integrity to vote for ourselves an extra sum of * Rs. 2 
lakhs, less than one-twentieth or one per cent, of our revenue. I quote 
what Mr. Arthur Lee, m.p., and an ex-Minister of the Navy, said in 
opposing Mr. Lloyd George’s resolution for payment in 1911. He 
said : — 

“ I contend the Government cannot in any shape or form claim that they have 
a mandate and I entirely den.v that the country has given any sanction either expli- 
citly or tacitly to the proposal brought by the Government. 

Yet the resolution of Mr. Llyod George was carried by a tremendous 
majority. The Hou’ble Mr. Stephenson’s third point was that a proposal 
of this kind lowers the morality of u legislative body. I maintain, 
Sir, that it is just the other wav about. I desire j>aymeut to members 
because I maintain that this Council, with new functions, wide field 
of operations, increased nearness to the lives of the common people, 
ought to come here free from all anxieties. Besides, the party system, 
with its degradation is soon going to he introduced here. In fact it 
is already in Delhi and there is a germ of it in Culcutta as well, and I 
have no doubt that secret and party funds will be soon available for 
party purposes and members will have to vote according to the bidding 
of the party that finds the funds. Payment to members will undoubt- 
edly make this kind of thing difficult. ^ 

The Hou’ble Mr. Stephenson’s fourth point is that it will encour- 
age professional politicians. Surely Rs. 3,000 a year, out of which 
to provide travelling and halting charges, is not a great inducement 
to attract men to the Council. 

I therefore urge the members not to refuse to vote for Mr. Forrester's 
resolution on the bogey of gratitous services. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: In discussing the 

resolution of Mr. Dutt, it is necessary to note that he wishes the will 
of the House to be imposed upon. How, and to what extent, this is 
to be done is a matter for consideration. We must look to the con- 
venience and comfort of the members, especially the mufassal mem- 
bers, who attend the Council. If a Calcutta member comes forward and 
says that sacrifice ought to be the order of the day and the matobeif 
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stay' in Chittagong, Tippers, Comilla, Rajshahi would cgnte fro* 
to attend the Council without receipt of proper travelling expen- 
: lea, I can see very well that the attendance of this Council would be a 
tjMn one. .The strength of this Council is the mufassal members, 
{look, Sir, the way in which you had adjourned the Council from time 
to tim e for want of a quorum. We, the mufassal members, come here 
at a great personal sacrifice, inconvenience and discomfort simply for 
the sake of serving our country and nothing more than that. Well, 
Sir, so far as I am concerned, I am ready to forego all these, but here 
I am speaking on behalf of "my mufassal friends, and on their behalf I 
say that the travelling allowances should not be reduced as suggested 
by Mr. Dutt. The practice which was in vogue in the days of the old 
Council, and the practice which is being observed now should not, in 
my opinion, be departed from. The question is a simple one and we 
must take a practical view of the matter. Therefore, my submission 
to the Council is, “ liCt things go on as they were.” 

If in the name of patriotism and self-sacrifice our constituencies are 
told by the Calcutta memliers that travelling excuses should lie 
reduced, we, also, in the name of patriotism and self-sacrifice, say to ouf 
constituencies that we do, to the best of our ability, and at a great 
personal sacrifice, whatever we can to serve their interests and they 
may reasonably expect our interests should be equally looked to. Per- 
sonally, I submit myself to the decision of the House — I am ready to 
make sacrifices Vhich my Calcutta friend, Mr. Butt, wishes me to 
make. 

As regards Mr. Campbell Forrester’s resolution, I submit that it is 
a very reasonable suggestion, but in view of the financial condition of 
the province, I am afraid 1 am unable to supi>ort it at present. Mr. 
Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri is of opinion that the gratuitous 
service has been to some extent a curse to the country in t4ie past. But 
it is not so. In our country, responsible works of public utility such 
as of Honorary Magistrates, Chairmen of local and district boards, 
municipalities, etc., are voluntarily taken up«and creditably performed 
by men of patriotic feelings without any pecuniary benefit to them- 
selves and at a sacrifice of personal interest. Therefore, in my opinion, 
it is a very dark and limited view of things as Mr. Chaudhuri is led to 
believe that honorary work is of no value. I wish Mr. Chaudhuri to 
go back to his home at Chandernagore and take up some honorary work. 
If he does take it up he will educate # himself to it and not look for 
money because I know he is a patriot. Honorary work is a pleasure to 
those who have patriotic feelings in them, and I appeal to the House 
to consider whether Mr. Chaudhuri is right in holding that pay- 
ment in money is the criterion of good work. The principle appears 
repugnant to me, and we should sacrifice ourselves, sacrifice our money 
and devote ourselves in the service of our motherland. 
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Befture I resume my seat, I again repeat once more, let things 
continue on so far as to the rate of the travelling expenses and that it 
should not be reduced. 

Dr. ilATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I consider it my duty to opposto 
the resolutions standing in the names of Mr. A joy Chunder l)utt and 
Mr. J. Campbell Forrester. The movers of these resolutions may have 
liiy sympathy, but cannot have my support. I personally feel that 
the dignity of the position of the members of this Council demands 
that they should travel first class, although I am aware there are some 
members who do not feel comfortable there. Mr. Stephenson has 
already said that double fares are allowed to cover the incidental expen- 
ses and one fare will hard hit the honest mufassaT man. What I do 
object to is the objectionable practice of submitting a travelling 
allowance bill which is far from the truth. I know some members, 
who do not feel nny hesitation in travelling in the lower classes and 
submitting n bill for the higher. This, T should say, is definitely a 
corrupt practice and the colleagues of those members do feel ashamed 
# of them. Tf any member chooses to travel third class, 1 havo no 
quarrel with him, but let him be truthful and honest and not cheat the 
Government and through them their own brethren, the taxpayers of this 
country. 

The resolution of Mr. J. Campbell Forrester has a candour which 
is not only its redeeming feature, but is refreshing fiwni several points 
of view. But I am sorry T cannot but oppose bis resolution too. My 
first and foremost reason is that it will bring those members of the 
Council who ordinarily stay at Calcutta, like my bumble self, into con- 
tempt- and covert ridicule not only from the people of their own consti- 
tuencies, but also from their friends and well-wishers here. It has 
been given out in the public press that we are out for loot and nothing 
but loot, and however much we may not like those remarks, the public 
will associate private gain with our connection with this Council. That 
is a position which I can hardly tolerate. The second reason is that 
granting that we become losers pecuniarily owing to our loss of time 
for such a length of time, it is o]>en to the individual member, who seeks 
election, to relinquish his office in favour of some one who can afford te 
occupy the office without casting sidelong glances towards the public 
exchequer. 

The third reason is that the word “ salary " has got a stink which is 
not present in the word “ allowance " and I believe none of the mem- 
bers here would like the idea of being a salaried servant of the State as 
I am unable to dissociate the two words “salary ” and “servant'* from 
one another. And it will l>e a legal question to decade whether by accept- 
ing a salary we, the elected members of this Council, are not likely to get 
automatically disqualified from holding our seats, as the rules "under, the 
Government of India Act which disqualify officials from getting elected 
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mjjjb not quite clear and unambiguous from this point of view to a layman 
lilfe myself. 

; ^fMy last point is that it will double the expenses of the Government 
which the people of this country cannot afford any longer, especially at 
a time when the Government, accepting the popular view, is out for 
retrenchment in all directions. 

Mr. 0. C. CHOSE: I rise to offer mv cordial and enthusiastic support 
to the resolution which has been moved by my friend, Mr. AJoy Ch under 
Dutt. His proposal, to my mind, is an acid test of our sincerity regard- 
ing the question of retrenchment in public expenditure. Retrench- 
ment, as has been yointcd out hv Mr. Dutt in his speech, has been our 
unceasing battle-cry since this Council lias come into existence. Well, 
let us show by our action that we are prepared to practise what we are 
so fond of preaching. (A voice: by holding a high post.) I do 
not understand these senseless interruptions. In the matter of 
travelling allowance, there is undoubtedly room for economy and 
curtailment of expenditure. Does anybody doubt it P What did Balm 
Kishori Mohan Chaudburi, a veteran mufassal member of this Council, 
say? In giving his enthusiastic assent to the proposal of my ineml, 
Mr. Dutt, lie said that mufassal members did not usually travel first 
class in corning to attend the meetings of the Council or in returning 
home, and therefore the payment of double first class fare was an 
extravagance in expenditure. Tn the face of this evidence coming from 
so respected and so experienciHl a mufassal member, it is idle to argue 
that we cannot come to a decision with regard t(j this matter without 
the assistance of a committee. We Heem to have a mania for com- 
mittees — a committee for this, a committee for that and a committee 
for everything. I altogether fail to understand what, a committee is 
expected to do with regard to this matter. What is the i investigation, 
what is the research that a committee is exacted to do before we 
are able to make up our minds with regard to this question? 

Babti SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Hear, hear. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I appreciate the laudatory cheers from the 
Chairman of the Corporation. It is a well-known fact that the pay- 
ment of double first class fare to mufassal members is a waste of public 
money, and if anybody lias any doubts about it, they should be dis- 
sipated by the responsible statement Vhich Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri has made in this House 

Now, Sir, I pass on to the somewhat strange proposal of my demo- 
cratic friend, Mr. J. Campbell Forrester. He wants salaries to he paid 
to members of Council in order that this Council may come into line with 
other parliamentary assemblies in Europe and America. His argu- 
ment reminds me of a passage in one of I^ord Morley's Indian speeches 
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in whfch he exposes the fallacy underlying this kind of reasoning. 
Lord Morley said: “ You might just as well say that because a fur 
coat in Canada at certain times of the year is a truly comfortable gar- 
ment, therefore a fur coat in the Deccan is just the sort of garment 
that you would be delighted to wear/’ What is the fallacy that 
^underlies my friend’s main argument? It is surely this, that because a 
^policy dr a principle is true, vital and expedient in a certain definite set 
of circumstances, therefore it must be equally true, vital and expedient 
in a completely different set of circumstances. What sophism can be 
more gross and dangerous than this? Here in Bengal, in the face of 
an acute financial stringency, I might say an all-prevading bankruptcy — 
the Government is bankrupt, the Corporation is bankrupt, the Univer- 
sity is bankrupt, everybody is bankrupt 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Except the Improvement 
Trust. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: That too is bankrupt. Ask Mr. Emerson. In the 
face of persistent cries for retrenchment in every direction, in the face 
of the ravages of malaria, in the face of the dire poverty and penury 
of the people, my friend comes forward with the astounding proposal 
that members of this Council should he paid salaries for doing occasion- 
ally a lit tie work for the country, because he thinks that otherwise 

Mf. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: My proposal is that the principle 
of payment be accepted. 

Mr. 0. Ci CHOSE: He thinks that otherwise the Council will not 
come into line with other parliamentary assemblies in Europe and 
America. Well, the argument is so preposterous that it has only got to 
be stated in order to realize its utter absurdity. Besides, let me tell 
my friend, Mr. Forrester, that the idea of jwyment for doing the work 
of the country as honest and independent men is foreign and repulsive 
to Indian sentiment and tradition. I hope, I devoutly hope, we shall 
never have in this country the pernicious system of payment of salaries 
to members of Council. We ought to disdain to accept salaries for doing 
occasionally a little work for the country 7 . Our ambition should be to 
sit here as free men, free representatives of free constituencies, taking 
orders from no one, but striving to serve the country to the best of 
our knowledge and ability. 

Let me now sum up. Ever> vote in favour of Mr. Campbell Forrester's 
resolution is a vote that will stultify us altogether, and every vote 
given against Mr. Dutt’s resolution is a vote that will lower us in the 
estimation of all honest men. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I must say that I oppose the 
idea of paying a salary or any other suggestion that would go towards 
enhancing the present cost of our Council. It has been said that 
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Mnooratic Governments are costly all over the world ; but are 4e only 
m take the costliness of the democracy P Have democracy first, and 
rfsnu you will be entitled to go into all these expenses. Therefore, I 
strongly object to this proposal. 

Then comes Mr. Forrester's suggestion that we must spend Rs. 2 
lakhs more every year. Now Rs. 2 lakhs, taking into account the 
interest and sinking fund charges, will enable us to borrow Rs. 24 
lakHs which could be better spent on education, sanitation, and other 
things. The question is: are we going to do that, or are we going to 
fill our own pockets with this additional sum of Rs. 2 lakhs P I there- 
fore think that we ought not to go into this. Then, there is going to 
be a Retrenchment Committee. l*et us see how savings can be 
effected. With all our efforts we have not been able to do much good 
to the country. Why then should we raise the expenditure? We 
are not justified in doing that. That is mv humble submission to my 
brethren. Do not stultify yourselves bv doing this, by trying to put 
some more money into your pockets. 

Then, again, the present cost has already come up to nearly Rs. 1J 
lakhs. This is quite a large sum, and )>eople will naturally want to 
know what we have done to justify this expenditure for coming to the 
Council and going back. With these few observations, I am strongly 
of opinion that the rules should remain as they are for the present. 
We must wait tiJJ we gain more experience in the matter. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: My resolution also asks you to 
wait. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: The position is this— that 
we have got to explain our conduct before the country. Are we, in the 
present circumstances, justified in putting more money into our 
pockets? So far as the question of travelling allowance gbes, I should 
think that one first class fare is quite sufficient. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : On the last occasion 
when such a motion as Mr. Campbell Forrester's was brought before 
the Council, I was the first to oppose it. On that occasion the mover 
had to beat a precipitate retreat in the face of the vehement opposition 
that was raised by such a resolution. It seems strange, therefore, 
that an attempt should be made to repeat it in the life-time of this 
Council. But we see that there is rib dearth of boldness in this 
Council when we have got to serve our own ends and advance our own 
interests. Shakespeare has very rightly said that the “ smooth-faced 
gentleman tickling commodity 99 often sways us in our conduct. 

Now to examine Mr. Campbell Forrester's motion — well, I under- 
stand, he has advanced only two arguments of importance. His first 
argument is that this practice obtains in the British House of Commons 
and also in many American countries. Well, this practice may obtain 
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from China to Peru, but wliat of that P Can there be nothing different 
under the Indian sun? Do all exotic plants deserve to be grown on 
the Indian soil ? 

As regards the comparison with the House of Commons, certainly 
I think it is making a bit too much of our position. It reminds us of 
♦ the story of the frog and the ox. Because the frog considers himself as 
much a quadruped as the ox, should he emulate the ox even at the risk 
of his life? Then Mr. Forrester makes another argument, viz., that it 
is a business proposition. It is a business proposition indeed, but the 
country can hardly afford to have so many paid apprentices in the 
Legislative Council at this stage. 

Then as regal ds the resolution to refer the matter to a committee, 

I think it is quite useless to do so. On this occasion 1 differ from my ■ 
friend, Mr. lndu Bhushan Dutta. Wliat can a committee do in such a 
matter? The question is whether you will have double first class or 
double second class or single first class. You will have to travel and 
it is a matter for you to decide. And if you cannot make up your mind 
now in course of such a long discussion, you will never be able to do 
so. A committee will certainly be of little avail. 

As regards Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri’s remarks, lam quite 
surprised to find him so much enamoured of British practice and com- 
paring the position and requirements of labour in the British politics 
and in the present-day polities of this country. He does not take into 
account the position of labour in the British Parliament and the num- 
ber of Labour members over there and he simply forgets that here 
labour is honoured by one or two seats only and admitted only by the 
back-door of nomination. So long, therefore, this Council continues 
to he packed with men enjoying unearned income, that is, with the 
undesirables in the opinion of Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, 
the passage* of a resolution like Mr. Campbell Forrester’s will mean 
more undesirable results from Mr. Ray Chaudhuri’s point of view as it 
will put more monev into the pockets of persons enjoying unearned 
inoomes. 

Now coming to the resolution of Mr. A joy Chunder Dutt, I whole- 
heartedly support it as a first step towards retrenchment — and specially 
as retrenchment directed against us. I suggested to Mr. Dutt, how- 
ever, that he should have put in the resolution double second class 
instead of one first class, but Mr. Dutt was of opinion that it was better 
when one first class covered mine than double second class. But what 
I am afraid of is that if the resolution lx* carried in its present form, 
persons drawing the travelling allowance may be obliged to make some 
misstatements. Yet of all the resolutions that have been moved in 
this connection, I approve of Mr. Dutt’s and give it my support. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: When I came 
here this afternoon I found that every one bad given up all hope of 
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Hung any non-official business to-day, and that we were all in* a mood 
f|*p talk, but after listening to the heroic speech of Mr. If. C. liny Choud- 
faiiri and Mr, D. C, Ghose, I naturally felt that to-day’s talks were going 
t0 be typically monsoonish in their character. One can, however, well 
afford not to take either of the two stormy orators seriously. Let me, 
therefore, come to the resolutions. I am afraid that I must oppose each 
and every one of them. 1 daresay that they will not stand the 
scrutiny of this House and are bound to be shelved as useless. To my 
mind resolutions of this kind only add to the bulk of our agenda and 
make jt ridiculously unwieldy. They are responsible for really import- 
ant resolutions being relegated to the background. Resolutions of 
this character cannot but promote idle talks which do not bring 
economy m their too swift currents but actually cause more money to 
flow out of the public exchequer, for they do take up the time of the 
Council which means so much money paid in the shape of residential 
allowance. 


* Mr. Ajnv Chunder Dutt seems to draw his inspiration from oi 
master mind — a world-character — but lie seems to forget that Gladstones 
are not blackberries — and they do not grow on every shrub. I 
would support him if we could produce a Gladstone by travelling in 
third class. Mr. Forrester on the other hand dreams of lands where 
poverty does not chill the hearts of the people as it docs in our country, 
and where the majority are rich enough to make ])olitics a costly 
pastime. Ours i#a i*>or country and to inv mind the existing rules meet 
the situation fairly well. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I lag to oppose 
all the resolutions which have been moved. Only recently a Retrench- 
ment Committee has been formed and we do not know what will come out 
of it. Somehow or other this question came up some time ago, and if 
1 remember aright it was suggested flint if Government servants draw- 
ing first class were willing to take second class, we should Ire quite 
prepared to fake second class fares also. Only 50 or 60 members of 
this Council draw double first class and this has been taken exception 
to, but, T submit, how many Government servants draw double first 
class ? Until this question is Acrid ed T think it is premature to talk 
of all this. The Retrenchment Committee will go into the whole 
question, and let us see what they do in the matter. 

Maulvi YAKUKNUDDIN AHMED* When the Reformed Council 
was constituted we got four Executive Councillors and three Ministers, 
each drawing a salary of Rs. 64,000 a year. Mr. J). C. Ghose was a 
whip at the time when the question of the Ministers’ salary was under 
discussion 


Mr* BAZA UR RAHMAN KHAN: Is he in order in saying this? 
TtlU DEPUTY-PRESIDENTS I think he is quite in order. 
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Maikvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: and he has now become an 

Assessor in the Improvement Trust drawing a salary of about Rs. 4,060 
or Rs. 3,000 a month, and he poses to-day before you, Sir, as a man 
who stands up for retrenchment in order to save the poor of this country* 
A man drawing Rs. 3,000 a month poses as an advocate of retrench* 
#ment ! I beg to submit Mr. A joy Chunder Dutt did also vote for the 
Ministers* salary when there was an attempt to reduce it, and all these 
gentlemen have now come forward to cut down the travelling and 
residential allowances of the mufassal members. Gentlemen who are 
residing in palatial buildings, Mr. Dutt and Mr. D. C. Ghose, are going 
to envy the Rs. 10 residential allowance of mufassal members. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: There it no such question 

before the House. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I beg to submit that residential 
allowance coupled with travelling allowance should be considered 
together. I)o you know the inconvenience that is felt by the mufassal 
members? They have got here to find a roof under which to hide 
themselves, to reside and also to find food for themselves. I submit 
that double first class is no consideration whatever having regard to 
the inconvenience that is felt bv the mufassal members. There are 
occasions when they miss the train in the middle of their journey. 
They then have to starve. Once I was in 4 that plight. The 
Katiahar train did not reach Parbatipur at the proper time and the 
mail left. Then we had to travel all the wav starving and reached 
Calcutta the next dav- at 2 o’clock at night. These are inconveniences 
that ought to bo taken into consideration and double first class is 
nothing compared with these inconveniences. Then again, we have 
long sittings in this Council. Does not that dislocate the business of 
every business man in the mufassal? Do not mufassal members suffer 
pecuniarilv on account of the absence from their places of business? 
1 think that these tilings ought to be taken into consideration and 
double first class travelling allowance alone should not be taken into 
consideration and envied by the small fry. (Laughter.) 

Then with, regard to Mr. Campbell Forrester’s resolution, I beg to 
submit that ho is not in earnest at present to fix the salaries of the 
members of this Council. He says that the resolution does not bind 
the Council to pay this year and I beg to submit that we should wait 
till the report, of the Retrenchment Committee, which is presided over 
by an Indian and a Bengali, Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji, is received, 
1 therefore oppose the resolutions of Mr. Dutt and of Mr. Campbell 
Forrester. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ* I beg to oppose all these resolutions. 
We have been listening to this debate since yesterday and, I think, I 
can say without any fear of contradiction, to no useful purpose* We 
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wasted one day and a good part of another and there is verf little * 
other business to be taken up. There are one or two matters 
w#dktoli I would like to draw the ^attention of this Council in conneo* 
I foy W ith this debate. I am not a mufassal member. Most unfortun* 
unce the inauguration of the Legislative Council — 1 am 
SfMfkmg of the olden days — I have not been fortunate enough to put a 
single pice of money into my pocket whether as travelling or residential • 
allowance. I am quite sure that if Mr. Campbell Forrester’s i-esolu- 
thm was carried out, I would have been a gainer to the extent of 
Ks. 3,000 a year, but then, what would have been my gain, would have 
amounted to a loss of Rs. 2 lakhs to the tax-payers. I do not think 
that I can conscientiously support a proposal like that. Coming, Sir, 
to the proposition of Mr. A. (\ l)utt I would like to point out that it 
is false economy to rut down the travelling allowance or residential 
allowance of the mufassal members. A member from the mufassal 
coming to Calcutta has to put up with various inconveniences. Men 
liviiig in Calcutta do not know that for a man to absent himself from 
his ordinary vocations at home is a loss which can seldom be compen- 
sated by money. There are some losses which cannot be compensated 
and mufassal members have to put up with all that at the call of duty. 
Instead of grudging the ten rupees I think tluil that money ought to 
be very gladly given. 

Now there is another point. Who are the members who are pres- 
sing the reduction ?* As regards Mr. Dutt I need not say anything but 
! do not think that my friend Mr. Chose can certainly advocate a 
reduction of that sum. We live in Calcutta and jis members of the 
General Committee of the Corporation we draw Rs. 20 per meeting. 
Aire we justified in drawing that money from the Corporation while 
the Corporation is bankrupt? Will Mr. J). C. Chose forego his Rs. 20 
a day? First make sacrifices yourself and then talk of sayifices of 
itbers. I think that the best course for all of us would be if the movers 
>f these resolutions would be kind enough to withdraw them and stop 
Further discussion. 

H«V HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I move that the 
lUestion be now put. I think that that is the general opinion of this 
Souse. 

Tilt DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT 5 I do not think so. I think that 
shew arte still a few members who would 0 like to speak. 

R«i RADHA OHARAN PAL Bahadur: I have listened to the 
teb&te since yesterday and although I was a little late, I was very 
brtuAate in coming just in time to listen to the exquisite speech of my 
and eloquent friend Mr. D. C. Ghose. I was not inclined to 
these resolutions but to give a silent vote against the proposal 
t* spend two or three lakhs for the salaries of members of this Council. 
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. ft is £ contagion that has caught me and the contagion ha*^ but 
specially catching from Mr. D. C. Ghose. Well, we luwre heaydU^*4 
least 1 have read and many of my friends have heard — of an expression 
called “ retaliatory tariff.” My friend’s speech I took it to be : a 
retaliatory speech. The torrents of eloquence, the arguments about 
the “ poverty stricken tax-payers, ” “ bankrupt exchequer, ” and to 

- borrow his felicitous language, “ all-pervading bankruptcy ” — these 
fine expressions were indulged in at the time when the question of the 
reduction of Ministers’ salaries was brought forward and have been 
borrowed in the present instance and 1 think that it is quite fitting that 
my friend has been correctly described as the great whip against the 
proposals for reduction of the Ministers’ salaries. He has done such 
eminent service in that direction and he has been so amply rewarded. 
Now he has seized this opportunity of making a retaliatory speech to 
show that the arguments that you, Gentlemen, used on that , occasion 
will apply to you if you vote on your own salaries, and, therefore, he 
has returned those arguments in his own inimitable way. My friend 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has correctly described that some of the 
members get by heart their speeches, perhaps at the sacrifice of their 
midnight sleep and rehearse in their own minds the speech to be 
delivered the next day in the Council. Blit mv friend Mr. I). C. Ghose 
iS a practised speaker although he might have had a rehearsal last night 
in order to seize this admirable opportunity of making a retaliatory 
speech to the members of this Council. Well, i congratulate him. 
He has got an occasion and he has seized that occasion and has asked 
you and asked all of us to submit to his “ acid test, ” again to quote 
his own inimitable expression. We are all prepared to submit to this 
“ acid test ” and that test is that we are not willing to take the 
remuneration even if the House is willing to force it upon us by accept- 
ing the resolution of Mr. Campbell Forrester, for the payment of 
Rs. 250 a month. Perhaps if it had been Its. 2,000 it might have been 
tempting to some of us as it has evidently been to Mr. D. C. Ghose 
but Rs. 250 is too trifling a sum for any one to be snared by it. 

There is another point and that is this. Much has been said about 
the appropriation of the double first class fare by my friend Dr. Moitra. 
He has stated, 1 am told — I was not here — something about corrupt 
practices but we should not forget the inconveniences the mufassal 
members put up with and the sacrifices they make. We should not 
forget that there are amongst the members of this Council, struggling 
lawyers, struggling doctors, struggling traders 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: And struggling Rai Bahadurs. 

Rfti RADHA CHARAN PAL BlfMMfur: The Rai Bahadur is 

struggling with you. They make great sacrifices in coming over, to 
Calcutta. Therefore we ought, instead of grudging them, to 
thair self-sacrifice and their public spirit. 
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®f *#y saenaory serves me right, in the olden days, the non-pffioudi 
^ the Bengal Legislative Council who hailed from the 
' SftfpMsfti — not the Calcutta member — used to get Rs. 6,000 per annum. 
The. nomofflcial members of the Viceroy’s Council who hailed from the 
Mai and went to Simla got Rs. 10, (KM) per annum. Not only that* 
tfce|v had also the pleasure, the honour and the dignity — call it wh&t- 
4W you like — of a red-coated chuprassi . The members of the old 
J^engal Legislative Council had the services of blue-coated chuprassis r, 
These things have now been abolished. These are things of the [>ast. 
But still, mark the public spirit of my countrymen who have not even 
. the one-huifdredth part of the means or (he affluence of Mr. 1). C. (Ihoae 
who drives in his Rolls Royce Car, the nieml>ers hailing from distant 
places like Chiitagoifg and Noakhali spending here about four months 
in a year, though not consecutively, but come here at considerable 
sacrifice to attend to the business of (his Council and to discharge 
their seli-imposed public duty. Is this not patriotism which deserves 
the commendation of not only the members of the House but of the 
public at large P Therefore, I do not think that we should go back 
upon the system of payment that is at present in vogue. 1 do not 
think that anybody has grown richer by it. It is said that if they 
travel in second class, why should they be paid double first class. To 
that my answer is this. For three years, if u certain gentleman, say, 
a poor trader, or pleader or tiller of the soil who is a member of this 
Council, accustomed to travel according to his means, third class, inter 
class, or second class, is to travel by first class, how small will he look 
when, after the tenure of his office is over, he has to travel again in 
third, inter or second classy It may be said, wliy not return the 
money P That is so. Why do you not have a resolution passed so that 
the highest officers in the land, the highest Ministers in the land, who get 
such magnificent salaries, should also return the money? They draw 
double first class fare. It is not every pie that is sjwnt in •travelling. 
Why do you not call for an account as to the fare of their servant#, 
their feeding expenses, gharry hire, etc. P You do not do that. There- 
fore, I think that it is rather going too far to support the proposition of 
Mr* A. C. Butt. I think that ^ie present system which is in vogue 
should be continued and that no attempt should be made to reduce it. 

As regards the resolution of Mr. Campbell Forrester, it may some 
day happen that because democratic institutions have now been intro- 
duced in our country, some ten years hence there may be a larger 
Humber of representatives of artisan class, labouring class, tillers of 
the soil, etc., and then they may require some compensation for the 
losses that they will have to suffer just as the Labour party were able 
to get the Parliament to vote for salaries to its members. Well, though 
that may come hereafter, I do not think that at the present time, having 
v^garfl to our financial strigency, having regard to the urgent demand 
all sides which we are unable to meet, we should commit ourselves 
to this resolution. I have nothing more to say. All that I want to 
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say is this, that I afn glad that we have had an opportunity of listeq$hj| ^ 
to the inspiring speech of Mr. D. C. Ghose. > r 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER GHOSE Bahadurs The quests* 

before us is one of great difficulty. To the unthinking proud Qian 
in brief authority obtained by supporting Rs. 4 lakhs a year in salaries* 
the question is clear as day-light. Any additional small payment t# 
poor members of the Council may be an impediment in the way of large 
salaries of Ministers and other great men with whom lie all the patron* 
age. To the humbler members of the Council the decision of this 
matter is a difficult matter. When we find in all the democracies of the 
world, members of Parliament are paid, we are staggered. Self* 
sacrifice is a noble virtue, but it sometimes is' not conducive to the 
public good. That is a good and sure foundation of a common-wealth 
which is placed on the rock of enlightened self-interest. Every 
servant of the State must live. If the Council is to be representative of 
the poor people of this country, the members will not be zamindars and 
wealthy men, but men who have to support themselves and their fami- 
lies by the sweat of their brow. If men in comfortable positions declare 
that others should sacrifice their families for the country, one cannot 
but feel amused. Therefore, I must agree with Mr. Forrester that if 
you want to have democracy in India you must pay the members. If 
only the raiyats were elected to this Council as representing raiyats and 
this Council were a truly democratic body, all this noble talk about self- 
sacrifice would be a matter of laughter. But the question is — Is India 
fit to be a democracy? Excepting the few favoured constituencies for 
zamindars, merchants and graduates, none but raiyats ought to be 
elected to this Council. But is that a fact? Because that is not the 
fact we are discussing the question. We are not yet a democracy. 
The Council will in the next twenty years be democratic and Bengali 
and Urdu and not English will be sjwken here and oqr Ministers will not 
have to address Bengali-speaking members in ungrammatical Bengali 
interspersed with English. Even Sanskrit ic Bengali will be out 
of date. But to-day we are not that Council. This Council composed 
of Maharajas, Rajas, Rai Bahadurs, wealthy zamindars, lawyers, 
merchants, professors and the like, is surely aristocratic and not demo* 
cratic. That was the state of things in England also. It waa die 
Barons of England who forced King John to sign the charter at Runnyw 
mede. Later when the franchise was extended, it was the wealthy meal 
who got themselves elected by the votes of their tenants. . Then the& 
was no payment for members. It was infra dig for a member to bo paidv 
But as soon as England became a true democracy the members had to bd 
paid. That is the story in all countries. To this Council, as oonstitutod 
at present, the offer of a salary is an insult. We cannot tako it; 
Our successors will surely take it and do so without impropriety. Bttt 
we can not take it. One word more. I find Maharajas, Rajas, Kumars 
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allfbxg samindars and professors, who have been living in Calcutta 
and after their election, have been taking Rs. 10 a day and also 
t^Millling expenses for going to their estate in the districts which they 
ilbfupposed to represent. Again, many truly patriotic gentlemen have 
' taken above Rs. 3,000 as travelling and boarding expenses. These 

C riflemen and opulent and flourishing residents of Calcutta have been 
loudest in their preaching of self-sacrifice. But it is the middle * 
class gentlemen, mostly Muhammadans, who have no places of residence 
at Calcutta and who have to leave their professions and callings, which 
maintain their families, they are the real sufferers. I deeply sympathise 
with them. They are the democratic element in this Council. I can only 
tell them, your day uyll surely come. Now you are in the minority and 
you must imitate us, prosperous men, in making money as we do out of 
the State. You day will surely come when the Ministers will be recruit- 
ed from your ranks and the salaries will be at once reduced to reason- 
able limits, for these two things — reduction of the sularies of the high 
placed and paying small salaries to the humble members — go together. 
We, who are not democrats, are the majority here. We shall certain- 
ly throw out the proposal of a salary w r hieh is derogatory to our honour, 
but I do hope as true aristocrats the affluent members, who are now 
making money out of the State, should cease from any practice which 
is not honourable to them. 


Babu TARIT BHUSAN ROY: I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: May T rise to a point of 
order P Am I not entitled to a right of reply? • 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: When the question has been put, you 
are not entitled to a reply. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: There are so many things I 
should like to reply to. 

The motion that the question be now put was put and lost and the 
discussion continued. 

• 

Mr, TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Having regard to the fact that con- 
siderable heat has been generated in connection with this controversy, 
I do not desire that it should be prolonged. Let me tell this House, as 
briefly as I can, that I oppose the rejolutions both of my friend 
Mr. Dutt as well as that of Mr. Campbell Forrester. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson has clearly explained to this House that the object of 
providing travelling allowance is to cover the cost of actual travelling. 
The practice has always been to allow double first class to mufassal 
members. I see no reason why a departure should be made from the old 
^praetfce at the present moment. If I may say so, my friends 
Mr. Butt and Mr. Campbell Forrester have thrown a veritable apple ol 
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discord in this Council. Recriminations have been indulged in in tlds 
House which is very unfortunate from all points of view and I appeal to 
my friends Mr. Dutt as well as Mr. Campbell Forrester to withdraw 
both of their resolutions. Having regard to the fact that a Retrench- 
ment Committee has been appointed, it would be their business to jfb 
into the whole question and to suggest in what directions retrenchment^ 
can be effected. Till then we ought to suspend our judgment. I hope 
that my friend Mr. Campbell Forrester will not press his resolution. 
He has placed the Calcutta members in a somewhat embarrassing posi- 
tion. Some of the mufassal members have attributed motives to the 
Calcutta members in the course of this debate merely because of the 
circumstance that my friend Mr. Campbell Forrester happens to belong 
to Calcutta. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I hope that you will be very brief. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8HAN ROY: Very well, Sir. Therefore, I am 
bound to. conclude my observations with the ho|>e that my friends will 
put an end to this debate by withdrawing their resolutions. 

Maillvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: At the fag-end of the day, I do not 
wish to speak, but only ask Unit the question be now put. But if you 
allow the debate to go on, I claim the right to speak. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You may go on, hut I hope you will 
be brief. 


Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: T rise to oppose all the resolutions 
and motions regarding travelling allowance to members. So far as I 
remember, Mr. Dull asked us to support his resolution on the ground 
of retrenchment and economy. Surely we have been trying for 
retrenchment and economy since the very beginning of this Council, 
and this principle has been accepted in several resolutions and motions 
for retrenchment brought forward, the first and foremost being in 
connection with the Ministers’ salaries. It is very curious that this 
very Council that refused to reduce the heavy salaries of the Ministers 
—a sum of Rs. 64,000 — how can they now agree to reduce a single fare 
of the mufassal members ? Is it not ridiculous, is it not absurd? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: These observations have been made 

by other members; you need not repeat them. 

Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Then I have nothing more to say. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am surprised to learn that tyro 
first class fares are drawn by each of the mufassal members of tlli 
Council, and that 15 members have charged more than Bs. 3 000 ^6? # 
allowances during the last financial year. I am strongly of opStdim 
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VP tikegr should not charge more than the actual expenses incurred, 
j p jft , therefore, I think it would suffice if they charged one first class 
la only, as suggested by Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt, and I therefore 
strongly support his resolution. It has been stated by Mr. Forrester 
ft isit the members of the House of Commons charge a fee of £400 per * 
annum , but this system 1ms been introduced only in 1911 at the instance 
of fhe Labour party and they attend not less than 170 days in the year. # 

Tfeft DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: These observations have already been 
made; you need not repeat them. 

BalMI AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I may also be allowed to say 
that the Hon’ble Members of the House of Lords of the British Parlia- 
ment do not charge any fees. But I beg to draw attention to the fact 
that before the Reforms Scheme was introduced, viz., in 1919-20, the 
total aifiount of the allowances drawn was Its. 1,23,000, but during the 
last official year it went up to Its. 3,47,000. At this stage would we 
be justified in increasing the amount by Its. 2 lakhs? 

The next question is whether this matter should l>e referred to a 
committee. We have freely discussed this question and it is quite 
unnecessary to refer it to a committee. If it should he referred to a 
committee at all, it should go before the Retrenchment Committee 
already appointed by the Government. 

My object in (Supporting the resolution of Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt 

* is to set an example to the officers of the Government. The members 
of the Provincial Executive Service charge two fiy*t class railway fares 
when travelling; their salaries have already been materially increased 
by the Government, and they make it a source of profit; therefore, I 
think we should try our best to reduce these charges, hut we cannot do 
that unless and until we do it ourselves, and thus set an 9 example to 
them. 

When we offered our services to our constituencies, we assured them 
that we would try our best to provide for sanitation, education and the 
development of industries. If in this way we increase the charges, it 
would he nothing hut a breach of* trust on our part. 

I would draw your attention to another point. It has been said 
that the members of the Calcutta Corporation draw fees. I may he 
allowed to say that it is only the members of the General Committee 
and the sub-committees of that committee that draw fees, hut they can- 
not charge if they do not attend the meetings from the beginning to the 
end; members of other committees do not charge fees; members of the 
committees of the Corporation do not charge any fees, and it is on the 
suggestion of this Corporation that it has been embodied in the pro- 

* posed Municipal Bill, now under consideration, that no fees will bfe 
charged at aU. If the commissioners of mufassal municipalities and 
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memb^e of the district boards can serve their country without charg- 
ing any fees, would we be justified in charging double first class fares 
even if we travel in second class compartments? 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I shall be extremely short in mf 
re$)ly. In the first place I beg to thank the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson 
for his very nice speech on the resolution which I proposed. I do 
earnestly hope also that in this matter, voting will be restricted to the 
non-official members. This is purely a non-official matter and, there- 
fore, the voting should be left to the non-official members. 

There is a resolution to the effect that the matter should be referred* 
to a committee. Now let me ask every single nop-official member to 
vote against this. If you want to vote against me, do so by all means, 
but do not shelve the matter. Have the boldness to tell me that my 
resolution is absurd, but do not shelve it by sending it to a committee. 
What can a committee possibly do in a matter of this kind? The 
non-official members of this Council are the best judges as to whether 
my proposal is reasonable. Let them vote according to their own con- 
science; that is all I ask them to do. If they feel that a double first 
class fare is necessary, let them vote against me; but please do not 
refer the matter to a committee, because that will shelve the matter 
indefinitely. A committee may take a year or a year and a half in 
coming to a decision and its re]>ort may not be available until after 
the next Council election. I have said all I have to say, but I would 
ask you to remember one fact, and that is that you are not really the * 
proper judges; you are interested in this resolution. That is to say, 
if the scale of allowance is reduced, you suffer in pocket. So I shall 
ask you to vote according to what you think your constituencies would 
like you to do. 

Babu IllDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Whom are you addressing? 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I am addressing the Chair. I appeal 
to the members to have some regard for public opinion. Can there be 
any doubt that if the non-official members in a body went to their con- 
stituencies and asked their opinion, every voter Would say: “ Certainly 
cut down your expenses ” ? You are not the best judges in this matter; 
you must be guided by your constituencies, otherwise you will be fail- 
ing in your duty, , 

Mr. 4. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: One of the opponents of this 
resolution stated it was a waste of time. I fear be is not aware bf 
Parliamentary procedure. Why, the principle of payment of meift* 
bers was repeatedly affirmed in the House of Commons by considerable 
majorities before it was passed there and as I am certain it will evea^ 
tually be passed here. My resolution is perhaps premature — a few 



TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE OF MEMBERS. 2$ 

ipwi’t®o soon P Who dare state it is a waste of time when y^u con* 
amount of interest that has been taken in it and the keenness 
vNi^h which the debate has been carried on ? It is doing 1 good as props* 
genda work. We are educating the country as to what is bound 
t#oome sooner or later, the day when the members of this House will 
be paid and thus bringing this country into line with all other civilised 
countries. 


In reply to some of the statements made by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Stephenson. He declared it was a resolution that the House itself 
should decide and almost in the same breath he stated that it would be 
obviously unsuitable for the Government to accept any one of these resolu- 
tions. This is som^vhat paradoxical, is it not? The truism that no one 
should travel second class and charge first class fares is one that is 
indisputable and is an argument in favour of my resolution. If you 
accept that, then you can travel in whatever class you like with a free 
conscience. It has also been stated that the payment of members 
lowered the moral authority of a legislative body outside. Now listen 
to what the highest authority in this land of India at the present time 
has said — the Viceroy Ix>rd Reading — in the House of Commons on the 
14th August,, 191 1 : — 


I will deal with the proposition which was put forward that payment for this 
aervioe will tend to degrade us and lower the position of the House of Commons in 
the eyes of the country. I utterly fail to understand that point; all services which 
are rendered, except ^n a very few instances, are services for which payment is 
accepted, and in which payment honours the recipient as well as the person who 
pays. I will only instance what happens, for example, with a minister of religion. 
Do politics stand so eminently above every other in adiich human beings are 
engaged that it is only in respect of these services that there is to be no payment, 
and that payment will degrade or lower the person who receives it in the estimation 
of those whom he represents P I would ask hon'ble members to consider for a 
moment. Does any one suggest that the payment to a minister of religion has 
anything like that effect upon himP I will not instance all the virions classes 
which my right hon’ble friend the Chanoellor referred to when he made his speech 
on Thursday. I only add the case which seems w> me to be answerable. If it does 
not degrade the minister of religion to receive payment for his services, why 
should it degrade a member of Parliament to receive payment for the services 
which he renders P 


He further said : — 

1 think few persons could be found to defend the purity of public life as 
o om pa r ed with what had been the state of things before 1677. It is a most curious 
thing and well worthy of reflection that when payment was made, parliamentary 
Ufo was purer than it was after the abolition. 

* That is the statement of the Viceroy in the House of Commons in 
which he advocates the payment of members because) it meant the * 
purity of the House. 

Then the Hon’ble Member complains of the poor attendance of this 
House. Payment to members will improve this position. If a mem- 
ber only turns up a few days, you can rest assured that his political 
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career will soon be cut short by his constituents. I would be prepared 
to put the members on their honour; to cut them for non-attendance 
would be undignified; their constituents would keep them up to the 
mark — “ duty determines destiny.” 

India is continually referred to as a poor country. It is not a poor 
country. What is required is a better system for collection of income- 
tax and adjustment of its revenue. 

Babu Kishori Mohan Cltaudliuri is opposed to this resolu- 
tion. He says that we are not justified in making the Council a source 
of income. We all agree with him, and I hope that members will 
practise what they preach, for I find against the name of one of the 
gentlemen who have op]x>sed my motion that he had drawn 
lls. 8,898-18-6, and 1 am sorry to sav that our Bengali friend on the left, 
who lias bitterly opposed this measure, has drawn Its. 2,820-6-6, and I 
would ask him if he always travels first class. Why, Sir, there tyo only 
one -or two members who have op{K)sed this resolution and who are not 
drawing allowances, and 1 find some who have drawn over Its. 4,000 
a year. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber saying there is not one member who lias drawn Its. 4,000? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : lie says there are some who have 
drawn ovei Its. 4,000. (A voice: “(lan you mention their names?”) 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: 1 can give names, but I do not 
think it desirable to wash dirty linen in public. I have the names 
here and they can lav seen by any one who wants to see them. Some 
members jaunted to the necessity of practising economy by giving their 
services free of charge to the motherland and who have pleaded with 
tears in theii voices for the motherland — tile poor motherland, which 
was poverty-stricken and wanted all the benefits they could give it 
and yet 1 find sixteen have drawn from the jkjoi* motherland over 
Its. 8, 000, and at least four over Us. 4,000. Journeys have been taken 
at week-ends and one can be forgi\en if they assume it has been done for 
the sake of securing travelling allowances, as we find instances where 
the travellers have only three hours at 'their destination before starting 
on their return journey. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Did all the members refer 

to the necessity of practising economy? 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Nearly all, with the exception 
of on£ or two. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: T did not. 

Mr. «l. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: Then you come under the 
category of the one or two. There is much more could be said, but this 
discussion has taken up a lot of the time of the House. Therefore, 
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I* will refrain from saying more but certain I am that the diecussion 
bps done good and I prophesy more will be heard of it in the near 
future. 

1 Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta evidently thinks there is something in 
the cohesive power of public plunder, but let us hope, as the poet says, 
that ” morning cool reflection brings,” and the only straightforward 
policy is to vote for my resolution. The heart of the statesman must 
be his head. 

The arguments used by Professor S. C. Mukherji have all been used 
in the House of Commons and are answered from the fuet that the House 
of Commons stands on a better and higher intellectual level to-day than 
ever, and the paviftent of members does not appreciably increase taxes. 
All this talk of increase of tiyces and looking after the ]>oor mother- 
land is nothing but vote-catching. These are all catch-phrases to set out 
before*our constituents; it is all cant and hyjxierisy. 1 think jiersonally 
that it will not be a further expenditure but u saving, for you have to 
remember that most of the Kuro|>ean members are on agreements that do 
not permit them taking salaries elsewhere. If that is so, there would be 
a saving to this Council. The great cry is that the time is not op]x>rtune, 
and that is the main opi>osition to my resolution. Few jieople seem to 
have understood my resolution; my resolution is to advocate the principle 
of payment to memliers of this Council. You must bring the mattei 
repeatedly before* your constituents. If you advocate the principle of 
payment of members, then you must advocate tin* principle of jxiyment 
of all members and Members of the Executive Council ami the Ministers 
also, and > on will have to bring in a Bill for payment to them all of fees. 
The question is that you must educate the people up to this idea. The 
time is not yet ; I know I am talking about five years before the present 
time, hut the time has got to come. The principle can be brought up 
again next year, and again the following year, and 1 mft sure it will 
finally be accepted in the Council as has been done in the House of 
Commons. 

There is a proposal to send this resolution to a committee; it has 
been said that there is a Retrenchment Committee sitting shortly, and 
they Will he all for economy, so the time is not opportune to ask for 
payment for the members of this House. I want you to understand that 
if you will not favour payment to the members of this House, you would 
at least advocate the principle of payment — ~ 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 

HofVble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): 1 rise to a point of order. Do I 
understand that the member is withdrawing the latter part of his 
resolution? 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER. With the permission of the 
Council I will withdraw the latter part of my resolution. My main 



250 TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE OF MEMBERS. [6th Jtn* 


object i* that the country might be educated to the principle; the time 
is not ripe for these matters to be brought before it at present. I have 
very much more to say, but I will take up very much more of our time; 
therefore, I will leave the matter to the discretion of the Council, and 
I hope it will see the absolute fairness and necessity of this progressive 
measure. 

The following motion was then put : — 

u This Council recommends to the Government that one first class 
fare be allowed as travelling allowance to the members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council in future.” 

The motion being put a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


A*»dy, Babu Amulya Dhont. 

•anarjM, Ral Bahadur Abinas Chandra. 
Basu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Klsharl Mahan. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl fhah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 

Da, Babu Fanlndralal. 

Dutt, Mr A'Joy Chunder. 


( Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuahan. 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

) Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogondra Chundar. 

Mukharjaa, Babu Nltya Dhan. 

! Mukherjl, Protestor I. c. 

I Mukhopadhaya, Babu tarat Chandra. 
Nasker, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlshlndra Nath. 

Slnha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 


NOES. 


Altai, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Waslmuddln. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Azaharuddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Rkfl Uddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

Ahmad, Munshl Jafar. 

Alay, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

All, Maulvl Syed Muksoo# 

All, Mr. tyad Erfan. 

All, Munshl Amir. 

All, Munshl Ayub. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khandakar. 
Bhattacharjl, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Das, Babu Bhlshmadav. 

Das Qupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandfa. 
Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Ohatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmanl. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramut. 

Hussain, Maulvl Mahammad Madassur. 
Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Khan, Babu Davsndra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld-ud-dln. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftqu* Uddin. 


Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Ershad All. 
Makramail, Munshl. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Moltra, Dr. Jatlndra Nath. 

Nakey, Mlrza Muhammad Adi. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubhar. 
Pal, Ral Bahadur' Rfcdha Charan. 

Raut, Maulvl Shah Abtfur. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shokharaswar. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra LaL 
Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brajandra Klshar. 
Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Jagondra Krishna. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlsh 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Bljay Prasad Singh. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mahan ting*. 
Ray, Raja Manllall Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu Jagash Chandra. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Husayn Shahaad. 


The Ayes heinp 20 and the Noes 48, the motion was lost. 
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The following amendments were then put and lost: — 

Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM to move, bv way of amendment, that in 
Motion No. 2, for the words and figures “ Its. 8, OCX) a year in lieu of 
travelling and halting allowances ” the words and figures “ Its. 2,400 
a year with one first class travelling fare for attending meetings, but 
without any residential allowances,” be substituted. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that Motion of No. 2 do take the following form: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the question of 
payment of fixed salary and the present system of payment of travelling 
allowance and residential allowance be referred to a committee consist- 
ing of two non-official members who huvi tlmr usual place of residence 
in Calcutta, two other non-official meember* and one official member with 
instructions to inquire into the system and recommend such changes 
therein as will be acceptable to all the members with due regard to 
economy and that the said committee be requested to submit its report 
before the next sitting of the Council in August.” 

Mr. «l. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER then asked permission to amend 
his resolution by omitting the words ” and to fix that salary at 
Rs. 8,000 a year in lieu of travelling and halting allowances.” 

The Council rejected the proposal. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: “ This Council recommends to 
the Government to accept the principle of payment of a salary to each 
member of the Council as adopted in every country having Parliament- 
ary or Representative institutions, and to fix that salary at Rs. 8,000 a 
year in lieu of travelling and halting allowances.” # 

The following motion being (smsequential failed: — 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: ” This Council recommends to the 
Government that a committee of official and non-official members be 
formed to consider and report whether the present rate of travelling 
allowance and residential allowance to the members should remain as 
they are or any modification should be made with any fixed pay.” 

Retrenchment Committee. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY : I beg to move that 
*' this Council recommends to the Government that a committee with a 
non-official majority (the non-officials to be elected by the system of the 
single transferable vote) be appointed to investigate and report as to 
what retrenchment can be effected in the administration of the 
Government of Bengal.” 
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I regret I am unable to see my way to withdraw the resolution * 
standing in my name. This resolution asks primarily for the associa* 
tion of non-official members in any committee that may be appointed to 
consider retrenchments in the administration of the Government of 
Bengal. I must say that we are grateful to the present Government 
under the presidency of His Excellency the Earl of Lytton that after 
such a long time it has thought fit to appoint a committee to take an 
interest, an active though it may not be an effective interest in what 
retrenchments can be effected in the administration, but at the same 
time we feel that Government has done so deliberately in order to anti- 
cipate our resolutions for a committee with a non-official majority. I 
take it that Government must have been aware that our speeches, our 
demands for retrenchment would have culminated in the demand for a 
retrenchment committee. T take it that Government must have been 
aware that we, the non-official members of the Council, have got more 
confidence in the members whom we elect than those in whose appoint- 
ment we have no hand whatsoever. 1 take it that Government is aware 
of the tendency of this Council for having a non-official majority on any 
committee that may he appointed. I therefore do not think I am 
wrong in saying that Government has anticipated us delibeiatelv by 
appointing a committee before the meeting of the Council, for if it had 
not been so, Government could easily have waited for a fortnight or 
three weeks more to consider our deliberate opinion on this matter and 
ascertain what this Council considered to be the most effective com- 
mittee and the most effective avenues of retrenchment. T should not 
be justified at this stage in stating that we have no confidence in the 
present committee. May that da\ never dawn when it may be brought 
into conflict with the Council and when we shall have to state that its 
deliberations are not at all in consonance with the views which have 
been expressed here and the views which have been expressed through- 
out the country in the matter of retrenchment. I hope that the Council 
will not be confronted with a laudatory report to the effect that it is 
wonderful indeed how T this colossal administration could have been 
effectively carried on with such little expenditure of money. I trust 
that, instead of cutting dow n expenditure, we may not be met with a 
recommendation that for the sake of further efficiency, more expendi- 
ture must be incurred. I know that it is not in the power of the present 
Retrenchment Committee to make such a recommendation but it can be 
hinted at in their report, that,. say, for the sake of the efficient mainte- 
nance of law and order in the province, more policemen may be appointed. 
My submission to the Government is that although it has anticipated us 
in appointing this committee, it should take the considered opinion of 
the Council on this matter and appoint more non-official members of the 
Council to serve on this committee; firstly, because the Council has got 
more confidence in its own members whom it elects, and secondly, 
because such a splendid opportunity should not be allowed to pass by 
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’ weans of which the non-official mem tiers of the Council may able to 
got an intimate insight into the administration of the province, which 
may ultimately be of infinite benefit to the country and to the Council 
in the future. 

I therefore beg to move the resolution which stands in my name. 


Babll OEBI PR08AD KHAITAN being absent, the following 
resolution standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

** This Council recommends to the Government that a Retrenchment 
Committee (with a majority of non-official Indian members) bo appoint- 
ed to examine all details of Government expenditure in this province 
and to suggest ways and means for the purpose of reducing the same, 
both immediately and in future.” 


Babll JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I beg to withdraw the following 
resolution standing in my name: — 

” This Council recommends to the Government that a committee be 
appointed to consider as to how the expenditure of the Government of 
Bengal may be reduced and to submit their report thereon.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May T have your permission to 
withdraw the following resolution and to support the resolution which 
has been moved by Mr. Suhrawardy? * 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a mixed com- 
mittee of officials and non-officials, with a non-official majority be 
appointed to inquire into the cost of the administration of Bengal and 
report on the possibility of effecting economy th<*rein.” 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You may sjx>ak to tin* motion of 
Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: At first, sight, it would seem un- 
necessary to have to move or support n resolution asking for a Retrench- 
ment Committee, when Government have already appointed one of its 
own. But, Sir, both the personnel of the committee and its scope of 
inquiry as has been outlined in ihis Council the other day, have shatter- 
ed any delusion that many of us might have in the matter. 

' As regards the personnel, f know it is always very delicate to enter 
into personalities; but, Sir, I do not know bow this committee can be 
regarded as an expert committee. Businessmen are very useful in their 
own sphere, and I daresay that the expert businessmen who has kindly 
consented to preside over the deliberations of this Retrenchment Com- 
mittee will be able to curtail the waste of the Public Works Depart- 
ment, but what can businessmen do in suggesting change of policy of 
the Government? Unless the policy of the Government is changed 
considerably in some matters, a cut here and a cut there, a tinkering 
with this or that item of expenditure will not serve much useful purpose. 
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What f eighty suggestion can be made by businessmen as to the poeftfe 
bility of doing away with Commissioners, or as to the amalgamation of 
posts like the Inspector-General of Prisons and Inspector-General of 
Hospitals, or of posts like those of the Commissioner of Excise and the 
Inspector-General of Registration, and a host of other posts and 
departments? What authoritative voice can businessmen command in 
suggesting that the distinction between the Imperial and Provincial 
services may be abolished as a sure means of effecting retrenchment? 
I should have thought that the inclusion of men like Mr. Bhupendra 
Nath Basil or of exjierts like Mr. K. L. Datta or of Councillor like our 
Deputy-President or an offic ial like Sir Abd-ur-Rahim would have 
carried greater confidence in the minds of the people. I think the 
safest plan would have been to leave the matter of selection of non- 
official members in the hands of the Council. The final responsibility 
must rest with the Council, who, after all, have to find the money. As 
it is, the responsibility now rests with the Government, and the Council 
cannot be satisfied with the selection. 

As regards the scope of inquiry, I do not know what detailed refer- 
ence has been made to the committee. Will they he able to bike up the 
question of the Imperial Services and make suggestions to the Govern- 
ment for the consideration of the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State? 
Will they he able to consider that Bengal cannot afford to keep a costly 
Imperial Service for carrying on the administration of this province? 
I know that the Imperial Services have lately been fortunate enough to 
be placed on a high pedestal of superiority by an admiring Government, 
but will it be in the power of the committee to consider whether Bengal 
can afford to pay for this costly luxury? When I remember that the 
officials of the higher Civil Service in Japan get only Its. 5,500 to 
Rs. 6,300 a year, when 1 remember that a Japanese District Court Judge 
gets a maximum salary of Rs. 5,500 a year, and that the highest 
amount paid to an appellate court judge in Japan is only Rs. 7,500 a 
year, when I remember that an official equal in rank to the Inspector- 
General of Police in Japan gets only Rs. 7,500 a year, whereas in Bengal 
he gets nearly three times as much, when I remember that in the rich 
United States of America, there are only three officials which carry a 
salary of more than Rs. 24,000 a year, and that all the other salaries 
range from Rs. 6,300 to Rs. 24,000 a year, I think that the question of 
the standard of the highest salary that Bengal can afford to pay to its 
administrators and public servants, should surely form a part of the 
scope of that inquiry. 

It. is well-known that many Provincial Service men have done 
admirable and efficient work in the posts generally reserved for the 
higher service men, and it is an open secret that weighty pressure 
has been brought to bear upon the Provincial, Imperial and 
Home Governments not to allow non-imperial service men to take up 
Imperial Service posts, even if Provincial Service men have been able 
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to efficiently discharge these duties. Will this Retrenchment Com- 
mittee have the power to take up this question and make suggestions 
for reference to the Home authorities? Will it he open to this com- 
mittee to discuss the salutary principle that the standard of salary in 
this country must be fixed according to the standard of living in 
Bengal, 'and not according to the standard of living in the richest 
country in the world, nor according to the needs of the people who* 
have to serve 7,000 miles away from their home, but rather according 
to the paying capacity of the taxpayers of Bengal? 

If these questions form part of the inquiry, I congratulate the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal, and I have some ho|>es that real economy will 
be effected, if not, f am afraid that the Retrenchment Committee may 
not serve much useful purpose, and should not have been a pointed at 
all. 

We *do not wish to combine the irreconciliable objects of reduced 
taxation and the expenditure of public money in the direction of our 
choice. Our eternal complaint has been that the cost of administration 
takes the lion’s share of the public funds, leaving very little for nation- 
building purposes. We objected to the recent taxation, because the 
proceeds were meant to meet the ordinary costs of the administration. 
Unless the Retrenchment Committee can effect considerable reduction 
in the cost of administration, we cannot be satisfied with the doubtful 
utility of a Retrenchment Committee in popularising the information on 
which the executive decides on what the expenditure of the country 
should be. If that he the function of Retrenchment Committees, that 
is, to popularise the information on which the Government bases its 
futile ex|>enditure, it is a futile purpose, esj>ecially in a country 
like Bengal, where the executive is not responsible to the 
legislature. If the executive hud really been responsible to the legis- 
lature, as in other countries, then the executive would have worked 
with the legislature, and there might have been some meaning in that 
sort of popularising; but when the executive can safely ride rough- 
shod over the suggestions of t he legislature, this popularising aspect of 
the Retrenchment Committee nutans nothing but a whitewash and, as 
such, cannot appeal to the dying taxpayers of this province. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI : I do not want to detain the 
House very long at the fag-end of the day. The Council has been given 
certain powers by the Government. Th$ Council is asked to vote for 
expenditure necessary for the administration of the Government of the 
country. When we are called upon to vote for expenditure, we have the 
right to determine how the money should he spent. We have to face 
the people. We had to explain to them why the Council voted for the 
.new taxation Bills and wc shall have to explain to them how tin* money 
that has been raised from them is being spent. In view of these fact*, 
the Council has the right to look into every detail of expenditure. It 
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is in tiie fitness of time that Mr. Suhrawardy has moved this resolution. 
Since the last year various members of this Council have been suggesting 
reduction in the present scale of expenditure. I think, when a com- 
mittee for retrenchment was formed, it would have been advisable on 
the part of Government to have taken the views of the Council into con- 
sideration. 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to support the resolution of 
Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I rise to accord mv support generally 
to the proposal for the appointment. i)f a Retrenchment Committee. 
The Government have already appointed a committee for this purpose, 
generally in accord with what has been set forth in the resolution now 
before the Council. I, therefore, take it that so far as the principle is 
concerned, Government accept it but there may lie some discussion as 
’to matters of detail only. Tn spite, however, of the assured victory of 
this resolution, I think it mv duty to say a few words from the point of 
view of the Muhammadan community of Bengal. I do not wish to say 
that the principle of communal representation should be pushed so far 
as to justify us in demanding that even in t lie matter of appointment of 
committees, at least one Muhammadan member must serve on them, 
hut a committee of this character is of a somewhat exceptional character. 
It will be evident that the items of expenditure in the budget are more 
or less inter-dependent, and retrenchment in one direction may mean 
the swelling up of expenditure in another. Again, retrenchment in 
unv particular department may mean real hardship on a particular com- 
munity. Suppose that in a certain department it is proposed that the 
post of duftry and the durwan are to be abolished: that would at once 
mean that 99 per cent, of the Muhammadan employees would be turned 
out, because unfortunately, the only posts that Muhammadans bold in 
any office is that of the duftrv and the durwan. That is, however, 
only by way of illustration, but T think that on the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee a representative from the Muhammadan members of this Council 
should have been taken in order to ascertain the views of the community 
with regard to this question. The reason why no Muhammadan was 
taken on the committee is perhaps not hard to find. It is either because 
Government thought that there was no such encumbrance in the country 
as the Muhammadan community, or that no member of the community 
was fit to serve on the committee. I do not think that the Government 
really ignored the community altogether. The real reason, therefore, 
see* as to me that in the. opinion of those who selected the committee, 
the Muhammadan community were unable, by reason to their want of 
ability, expoiience or otherwise, to render any useful service to the 
deliberations of the committee. 

Now, Sir ,* Government is in a financially embarrassed condition and 
it is well-known that Muhammadans generally are financially embar* 
rassed, so the Government should have thought that they were in a better 
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position to advise them that those who were favoured by fortune./ There 
is an expression in Bengali called Lakshmi chhara , which is applied 
to persons who are deserted by fortune. The Muhammadans generally 
ate Lakshmi chharas , perhaps because they do not worship t lie goddess 
of Luck or Fortune, Lakshmi, but in any way they are generally 
Lahshvii chharas; but, however, Lakshmi chharas the Muhammadans 
may be, the Government of Bengal at the present time is a greater* 
Lakshmi chhara; but, however, Lakshmi chharas the Muhammadans 
in this Presidency. We may be financially embarussed, but we live 
in hope; there is hope for many of us that those of us who are poor 
to-dav, will be rich one day; we hope that although to-day we are 
struggling with fortune, we will get over our financial difficulties 
to-morrow. There is hope for many, who may be down on their luck 
to-day, that they will once again be blessed with good fortune, but 
alas! fbr the Government of Bengal, bankruptcy and insolvency are 
writ large over the finances of this great Presidency. The Govern- 
ment are the worst Lakshmi chharas in the Presidency. Thd best 
possible thing that Government #ould have done was to have at 
least one Muhammadan member on *tlie Retrenchment Committee. 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: May I lise to a point of order? The word Lahshmi 
chhara has got another meaning and it is likely that it may be taken 
in that sense. 


Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 h ave explained t fie meaning of the 
word Lakshmi chhara and I believe 1 am sticking to that definition 
which is “ one deserted by fortune.” I hope the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur will kindly remember the meaning of the expression in which 
I have used it. The Government of Bengal should also remember that 
there is such a community as tin* Muhammadan community who have 
got their own views in these important matters and who have a right 
to be represented on these committees. 

With these words, Sir, 1 accord my support generally to the projiosHl 
for the appointment of a Retrenchment Committe. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali in support of his 
resolution. The translation of his speech js as follows: — 

Our expenditure side is growing day by day notwithstanding the 
every-day talk of retrenchment. We find the appointment of new 
officers and fresh items of expenditure almost daily. Such provisions 
are in the budget before the House though we have several motions 
against them we can scarcely hope to succeed against tl^e majority of 
votes Government are enlisting in their favour. Japan is a prosperous 
Country in all respects but the pay of almost all high officials there is not 
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above Rs. 600 a month. The high officials of this poor country get mubbr 
more and the Deputy Collectors and Munsifs are also getting more 
and laising their grades every now and then and life-blood of the poor 
are being sucked. No retrenchment is possible unless the rate of pey 
and the number of officials are reduced, and moreover to make it a 
success a class of people, disinterested and possessing independent 
mind, must come forward to pilot the scheme. We shall by no means 
achieve our object through officials who are directly Government servants 
receiving favours and craving for more. Examples of carrying coal 
to Newcastle are very often seen in these days. There are several 
objections to give the poor ministerial officers a few rupees more 
but none appear in the case of higher officers whe are already’ on the 
higher graded scale. The Persian poet said : Kazar zvr hashed zur 
jahan ganj yan), which means “ wealth begets wealth/’ This maxim 
has been adopted in increasing the pay of those who are already over- 
paid. No member of this House can be called a true representative 
of the tenants who, unable through want of wisdom and ignorance of 
what the reforms meant, have recorded their votes for undesirables 
who do not look after their welfare. Notwithstanding what has 
happened some good may come out if a Retrenchment Committee 
consisting of non-officials be appointed. 1 have sent in an amendment 
to this effect but as the present motion is a very reasonable one, I have 
no hesitation in supporting it. The people of the country will entertain 
a certain amount of suspicion as regards the committee formed. 
Government may argue that members are all businessmen or advance 
other arguments in its behalf. But the committee is for the benefit 
of the people and Government in appointing the same should have every 
regard for the w ishes of the people. Government are bound to call 
the members of this House as the representative of the people and should 
not as such disregard their opinions. My esteemed friend Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul ITaq has expressed regret that the committee has not in 
it any Muhammadan element. No one can deny that it is a very reason- 
able demand. Government may say many things in their support, but 
it is unquestionably desirable that every department should contain 
men of all the different classes more or less, unless of course, there be a 
dearth of qualified men in any particular classes. The absence of any 
Muhammadan on the committee will lead people to think that either 
the community cannot supply a suitable man or that the Government 
have failed to look at things with an impartial eye. We are not non- 
co-operators but have come here to co-operate fullv with the Govern- 
ment. If for that reason T have said what T believe to be ture, r and 
whether any heed is to be paid to my words it is for the Government 
to decide. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MURA Bahadur: The present 

resolution is a recommendation of the Government that a committee with 
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Ik non -official majority bo appointed to investigate as to retren chm ent* 
people are not satisfied with tire formation of the committee and, 
ooi&sequently, it is necessary for us, the mem tiers ot the Council, to 
faring to the notice of Government that there ought to have been a non- 
official majority in the committee. That is an item of complaint aud, 
on behalf of the people, 1 feel it my duty to let the Government know 
through the Council that there ought to have been a non-official- 
majority. The principal reason is that many Government officer* are 
interested in the matter, and consequently those who are to inquire into 
and investigate the various subjects of retrenchment should not lie 
considered as persons interested in the matter. Consequently, it is an 
item of serious consideration whether the Council should have been 
consulted in the formation of the committee. If the Council had been 
consulted, I am almost sure the Council would have recommended a 
non-official majority. Upon the labour of this committee will depend 
the prosperity of the country. We have from time to time complained 
to the Council the disadvantages to which we have been subjected. 
You know, Sir, on various occasions when the taxation Hills were go- 
ing to lie passed, objections were raised on account of the high cost of 
living and costly administration and that was the subject-matter of 
complaint ever since the inauguration of the new Council. If the 
expenditure had been curtailed, I am almost certain that the taxation 
Bills would have no occasion to be passed. Government came forward 
to the Council to fliake up the deficiency, and increase of the revenue 
was considered the standard or passing of the Bills. The Bills have 
been passed and Government now comes forward to appoint a committee 
for the purpose of’ inquiring into the matter which would have been the 
subject of inquiry previous to that. I have got nothing to speak as to 
the personnel of the committee appointed, but I hope and trust that 
Government would lie in a position to appoint some non-officials in 
addition who would be able to grapple with the very inijxirtant sub- 
ject the results of which are to be considered by e\erv man. These uro 
the observations which T make to the Council and I support the resolu- 
tion whole-heartedly. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: It is with very 
great regTet that I have to find fault with the action of the Govern- 
ment and to support my friend, Mr. Suhrawardv. The Government 
have appointed a committee and it is very ungrac ious on our part to 
say a word against it, but the interests of the public require that the 
truth should be said. The committee, as at present constituted, is a 
very good one so far as commercial matters are concerned. But none 
of these gentlemen has got anv experience whatsoever of the adminis- 
tration of this country. T simply wonder how this committee was 
appointed. No man, no Indian gentleman connected with the adminis- 
tration is in it. No gentleman connected with the University -or the 
High Court which requires very urgent retrenchment has been 
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appointed to it. My friend Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar, who has been 
taking so great an interest in the High Court and the University 
might have been appointed as also Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. These 
are matters which cannot be ignored because of the gracious act in 
appointing a committee of retrenchment. We cannot shut our eyes to 
the fact that this committee w r ould be ineffective and impotent. His 
.Excellency the Governor is quite new to the country and he does not 
know which departments require the pruning knife. He has given great 
men- successful men — of the mercantile world and he thought they 
were good enough for anything. They are surely good enough for 
much, hut they are not good enough for everything especially for the 
departments over which they have to apply the pruning knife. 1 say, 
with extreme regret, that we have to find fault with this gracious act 
of Tlis Excellency the Governor. 

Babu Ki8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 support the motion 
moved by my friend, Mr. Suhruwardy. I am aware that a committee 
has been appointed by Government, but 1 do not know whether the 
committee which was appointed previously to look into the affairs of 
the Police Department has been superseded altogether by this. We 
had l>een asking for a Retrenchment Committee and some time ago it 
was decided that all standing committees should report upon possible 
retrenchment. I do not know what was the good of that. But what- 
ever that may he, I think the claim of this Council Has been ignored in 
appointing the Retrenchment Committee. I think the opinion of the 
Council ought to be taken if there is going to be any financial retrench- 
ment especially with" reference to transferred departments. The com- 
mittee has been appointed hut no representative of the Council has been 
taken on it. Therefore, we should press upon the Government our 
special claims to be heard on the point. 1 do not know whether it is 
an oversight or has l>eon deliberately done, but as the peoples’ repre- 
sentatives having cent ml over the budget have been ignored, we should 
press upon the Government the need of our representation. 

With these few* words, I beg to support the motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: These resolutions were put in 
before the issue of the Government orders appointing the Retrenchment 
Committee, and I naturally assumed that when members saw the Gov- 
ernment Resolution, they wo&ld withdrew their resolutions. Three of 
these resolutions have been withdrawn, and I am rather sorry that 
course was been taken because I was prepared to accept those three 
resolutions. Mr. Suhrawardv, however, has moved his resolution and 
I fim not sorry that he lias done so because it gives me an opportunity 
of clearing up a good deal of misunderstanding which seem* to exiet 
about the constitution and the purposes of our committee and I shall 
be glad to clear that up if I can. • • 
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; : Eirst of all 1 should like to remind the Council very briefly of tku 
previous history of retrenchment in tins Council. Mr. Surend/a Nath 
Mallik, at the very first meeting 1 of the Council in February, 1921, 
moved a resolution for the appointment of a large Retrenchment Com- 
mittee. I suggested to the Council that action of that kind was pre- 
mature within* a few weeks of the formation of this Council. But 1 


recognised to the full on behalf of Government the right of this Coun- 
cil to satisfy itself regarding all the details of our expenditure, and 1* 
told the Council that, it, in connection with the budget or subsequently, 
they wanted any further justification* for the financial provision made 
fur any particular department, Government would he quite prepared to 
meet the wishes of the Council. That policy, we have steadily pursued 
during the last yeat. We appointed a committee to inquire into the 
possibility of retrenchment in the Police Department. That committee 
was appointed a year ago and it has not yet produced any report, and 1 
am givtfn to understand by my friends who are serving on that com- 
mittee that they are not in sight of any report yet. However, 1 am 
glad to assure my friend, Bahu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, that the 
appointment of Sir Rajendra Nath Muklmrji’s committee will, in no 
way, prejudice the action of the committee on police retrenchment. 
We are only too anxious to have suggestions regarding retrenchment 
or rather to have the question of retrenchment thoroughly examined 
and to have suggestions made about retrenchment on tin* basis of that 
examination. Whether we get suggestions from the Police Committee 
or from Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji’s committee, is a matter of 
indifference to us so long as suggestions are made, based on sound* 
reasons. Then, Sir*, it will he remembered that, last December Rai 
Bahadur Niharan Chandra Das Gupta had a motion on the pupor for 
the appointment of a Retrenchment Committee. That motion was 
withdrawn when I explained to the Council that we had arranged to 
place each departmental budget before the Standing Committees of 
the different departments and to consider their recommendations in 
framing the budget. But, Sir, unfortunately we had no retrenchment 
recommendations from the Standing Committees. On the contrary 
most of them proposed an increase in expenditure rather than reduc- 
tion. Not unnaturally, the conduct of the Standing Committees came 
in for some criticism in the course of the Budget debate and views were 
expressed by various members that there was need for the appoint- 
ment of a Retrenchment Committee which would cover the whole field 
of the activities of Government and would look into the question from 
a broader point of view. T said in the course of the Budget debate that 
Government had in no way barred the door against retrenchment and 
that we would consider what could be done after the Budget wuis over. 
Then, as His Excellency told the Council the other day, coming here 
fresh from his experience of the (redden Committee in England he 
decided to take up the matter himself. In the very first interview 
which I bad with him two days after his arrival here, His Excellency 
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broached this question and asked me to take it up. We took it up 
and thd result is the resolution appointing this committee on which 
comments have been made to-night. 

The first objection that has been taken our committee is that 

it ought to have been elected by this Council. Mr. Suhrawardy was very 

strong on that point. I would remind him, as I believe he was the 
first to mention the Geddes Committee in this House, that the Geddes 
"Committee was not elected by the House of Commons. It was 

appointed by the Government just in the same way as our committee 
has been appointed. The Geddes Committee also did not contain any 
of what 1 may call the ordinary class of politicians, that is to say, 
people interested and active in ordinary political controversies. It 
consisted entirely of business men. Our committee also will consist 
very largely of business men. The reason for that, Sir. I think, is 
perfectly obvious. What we require in a Retrenchment Committee in 
the first place is impartiality. We do not want a Retrenchmeht Com- 
mittee consisting of people who have already made up their minds as 
to the possibility or impossibility of retrenchment. I may say, Sir, 
that some kind friends suggested to His Excellency that I should pre- 
side over this committee. But I respectfully asked His Excellency 
to excuse me on the ground that it had been my business in this Council 
on many occasions to defend the expenditure policy of Government and 
I felt that if I were appointed to the committee or asked to preside over 
the committee, I should be justly accused of want />f impartiality. I 
do not use the word “ partiality ” in any bad sense. Tt is a good thing 
♦that some of us have strong convictions and express them strongly. 
What 1 mean is that for the purposes of this committee, T could not 
be regarded as impartial, just as Balm Tndu Bhushan Dutta and Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Hue j could not l>e regarded as impartial either. Mr. Dutta 
has given expression to-night to his views regarding the possibility of 
abolishing the Imperial Services. I do not share those views myself 
and I do not know whether the committee will decide that I am right or 
that Mr. Dutta is right, but I do say that Mr. Dutta by expressing 
these views has made himself disqualified to serve in the Retrenchment 
Committee. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: What about Babu Surendra Nath 
Mallik who wanted to abolish the posts of the Divisional Commis- 
sioners ? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: T must not be interrupted. 

T say Mr Dutt or myself would not be very useful members of the 
Retrenchment Committee. We shall be quite useful as witnesses, but 
not as members. Mr. Fazl-ul Haq has raised the Muhammadan ques- 
tion, I must say that it never struck me that there was a Muham- 
madan aspect in the matter at all, but T think I see wbat Mr. Fazl-ul 
Raq’s idea is. He wants a Muhammadan to be on the committee so as 
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to. prevent the committee from turning out low-paid Muhammadan 
employees from any particular department or from any particula/ branch 
of the services. This again is evidence of want of impartiality. It 
will be the committee's business to find out, whether any particular 
employee of Government is necessary or not necessary and to report 
accordingly, whatever the religion or the pay or the status of an officer 
may be, and it would be most unfortunate if members of the committee 
started work with the idea that it was their duty to show special favour 
towards any particular community. 

Now, Sir, in the Chairman of the Committee, I venture to think 
that we have a gentleman who is admirably suited for the work the 
committee has to do. Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji is a business man 
of the highest eminence, his abilities are unquestioned and his 
impartiality is not open to doubt. In Mr. Rhodes, who was until lately 
a member of the Bengal Council and is now President of the Bengal 
ChambeV of Commerce and a Member of the Legislative Assembly, we 
have a Eurojiean business man of the highest, cuiKicity representing the 
European business world as Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji represent*) 
the Indian business world. In Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, we have a 
member of this Council who has urged insistently the necessity for 
retrenchment, but who has not, 1 think, committed himself to any 
particular form of retrenchment. He moved a resolution in a very able 
speech on one occasion asking for the allotment of more money for the 
tiansferred departments. T could not accept the resolution as it stood. 
But the Council was greatly impressed by his arguments and I tliiuk in 
the committee he will represent the point of view of a very large 
number of members of this Council who would like to see more money 
made available for the transferred department if it can be done wit li- 
mit impairing efficiency. In Rai Abinash Chandra Baiter jee Bahadur, 
we have a gentleman also of great business experience, and In* has the 
further advantage of being the Chairman of the Birbhum District Board. 
It is inevitable that this Retrenchment Committee should go into the 
question of the division of expenditure between the provincial Govern- 
ment and local bodies, and it will be a great advantage to have on the 
committee a business man who happens also to be a Chairman of a 
District Board. Mr. Sprv is the only official on the committee, and 
we thought it was advisable to give the committee an official to facilitate 
its work. Now, Sir, that is the reason why we constituted the com- 
mittee as we have done. We want impartiality and we want ability. 
Tbo committee does not contain any official besides Mr. Spry with 
administrative experience, but we felt very strongly that if we loaded 
the committee with a number of officials of different services and of 
different forms of administrative experience, we should not get the 
impartiality which we wanted. Official views regarding the possibility 
of retrenchment have been placed before this Council time and again. 
They come up in connection with every budget and every demand for 
B0W expenditure. The Council know all about official views. They 
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will, of course, be placed before the committee, and it will be for the 
cominitlee to take them into consideration along with others, but .we 
do feel that we do not want on the committee a whole series of people, 
who rightly or wrongly are committed to particular views, whether on the 
official or on the non-official side. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Indu Bhushan Dutta has criticised the scope of the 
committee’s inquiry. I do not know whether he has read the resolu- 
tion appointing the committee which we have worded in the widest 
possible manner. We have said; “The Governor in Council 
desires the committee to make recommendations for effecting all possible 
reductions in the expenditure of the local Government,” and we have 
asked them certain questions which also give them the widest possible 
scoj>e of inquiry. Then we go on to say: “ It may lie that the com- 
mittee’s inquiry will lead them to recommend changes of policy. The 
decision as to the action to he taken on such recommendations must rest 
with the local Government, but the Governor in Council does not wish 
to limit m any way the scope of the committee’s investigation, and it 
will be open to them to indicate the economies which might be effected 
if particular policies were adopted, modified or abandoned.” The parti- 
cular question which Mr. Indu Bhushan Dutta raises about the salaries 
of the various services and the possibility of substituting Provincial 
officers for Imperial officers will certainly be taken up by the com- 
mittee. It is not, of com so, within the power of the local Government 
to give effect to any recommendations affecting the ‘Imperial Services, 
and we have indicated that in the resolution, but it will certainly be 
open to the committee — it is entirely within ihe terms of reference to 
them — to make recommendations on such subjects, and I have not the 
slightest doubt that they will do so. I may mention in this connection 
that Mr. Dutta gave us some figures regarding the pay of public services 
in various countries. Well, about a month ago when the appointment of 
Sir Itajendra Nath Mukharji was first decided upon, he came to see me 
and asked if we could give him figures similar to those mentioned by 
Mr. Dutta this evening, and we have as a matter of fact written to 
the India Office at Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji’s suggestion and asked 
them to give us complete and authoritative figures on that subject. I 
merely mention this in order to show the manner in which the com- 
mittee are tackling the matter. In these circumstances, I think the 
pessimism which has been expressed about the possibilities of the work 
of the committee is unfounded . 9 It will he perfec tly open to the members 
of this Council as it is to the local Government to put up their idea* 
to the committee and to press them before the committee. 

In these circumstances, I suggest that we leave the committee to 
make the best it can of its difficult job. I shall see that the proceeding* 
of this evening are laid liefore the committee in due course, and I do 
not think they will require any further hints as to the desire of the. 
Council regarding the lines which their investigation should take. 
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I afraid, Sir, we cannot accept this resolution, because it is 
HOW too late to alter the constitution of the committee, and as^I have 
said, we do not regard the election of members of the Council to the 
committee to be a very suitable procedure. Perhaps, in the circum- 
stances, the mover will not press his resolution. 


Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I am indeed thankful, 
that I have the support of so many members of the Council, and 1 
hope, too, that we shall be able to share the confidence in the committee 
which the Hon’ble Member has expressed. 1 am glad indeed that 
he recognises what lie himself has pointed out to us some time ago 
that retrenchment and economy are two different things altogether. 
There is one remark of his, however, that I consider with a certain 
amout of alarm, and that is the suggestion that lu* lias thrown out 
that a. committee in which there are non-official memlier.s) of this 
Council will not be an impartial committee. I am afraid that the 
Hon’ble Member from now is already condemning the Police Committee 
which is composed of a majority of non-official members, and if so, 
I think the best thing that the Police Committee can do will he to give 
place to this Retrenchment Com mitteie and retire grand ally, rather 
than be humiliated by the Ilon’ble Member, and possibly by othef 
members, when their recommendations are put before this; Council, 
on the ground that as the Police Committee is comjKwed of non-oificial 
members, it will ndt be impartial. 

Lastly, I was struck bv the remark of the lfon' hie Member that the 
Geddes Committee, which I had the honour first to refer to, was a 
committee appointed by Government, but that was in England where 
the Government has the confidence of the country, and although 
Government may or may not accept what that committee has to say, 
it knows that it has the Parliament behind its back. Bjit, Sir, the 
Hon’ble Member has commented with such ability on the persone) of 
the committee and has pointed out to us the marked aptitude which 
the members of the committee have for impartiality, even — 1 hope 
Mr Spry will forgive me — by holding up Mr. Spry as an imjmrtial 
member, I think I shall not be •justified in pressing my resolution for 
the consideration of the Council. I beg leave, therefore, to withdraw 
my resolution with the hope that the recommendations of this committee 
may not bring it into conflict with the Council. 

• 

The Hon’ble 8ir JOHN KERR: May I make a personal explanation? 

I am sorry if I have hurt the feelings of the members of the Police 
Committee. Fortunately I have nothing whatever to do with the 
Police Committee. I was only dealing with the question of impartiality 
in regard to this Retrenchment Committee, and T said that as far as 
that committee was concerned neither certain officials nor some of the 
noa-officiais who have spoken on the subject, could be regarded as 
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impartial mem tars. In regard to the Police Committee, I should havfc 
to make further inquiries before I could express any opinion in regard 
to its impartiality. (Laughter.) 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. { 

Improvement of Water-supply. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move that 

“ this Council recommends to the Government that a committee, con- 
sisting of three elected representatives of this Council and two expert 
Engineers and three representatives of the district boards of Bengal 
and the mover, be formed at once to devise ways* and means for the 
provision of an extensive system of water-supply in the province, and 
to suggest other necessary improvements for the increased supply of 
pure drinking water and water for cultivation purposes in the mufassal.” 

This resolution aims at doing something for the poor rate-payers of 
Bengal. Just a few minutes ago, some papers were circulated to the 
members of this Council giving, as it were, a history of water-supply 
in the province, and in those papers it was pointed out that various 
steps had been taken and last of all the Public Works cess was surren- 
dered to the district hoards, so that they might he in a fair position to 
devote a good ]>ortion of their revenues towards improving the water- 
supply in the mufassal. I daresay most of the district boards of 
Bengal took their cue from these instructions and they have been doing 
their level best for removing the water scarcity in the mufassal but 
notwithstanding all their endeavours, 1 beg to submit to this Council, 
the funds at their disposal are quite limited and notwithstanding their 
best intentions, they cannot remove the water scarcity of the province. 
This can very well lie illustrated from the case of the Palma District 
Board. Since the surrender of Public Works cess in 1913, the District 
Board of Palma has been spending over Rs. 16,000 a year for water- 
supply alone and during the last eight years it has excavated 171 masonry 
wells, 61 ring wells, and 5 tanks. If we go on in this fashion, it will 
take 126 years for the district board to give one well to one village. That 
shows the absurdity of the expectation that the district board with its 
limited resources will be able to do away with the water scarcity in the 
mufassal, I am glad to note that the Government of Bengal is aware of 
this fact and more than once it has expressed its willingness to take 
up this matter. I submitted to Government a memorial after the acces- 
sion of office of our Hou’hle Minister, who convened a meeting of the edi- 
tors of the local pa|>ers and he tried his best to impress on them the neces- 
sity of creating a popular feeling in favour of removing the standing diflu 
culty of water-supply in the mufassal. In his speech to the editors he 
pointed out that Bengal was going to be depopulated by the unsud 
increase of death-rate of the people over the birth-rate* He gave a 
very instructive table showing the death-rate as well as the birth-rate. 
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fhi§ table shows the unusual preponderance of <feath-rate oyer the 
birth-rate. This is because our villages are going to be ruined by 
cholera, malaria, dysentery and other fell diseases and most of the 
diseases can be attributed to bad drinking water. This is a year of 
unusual drought and we received reports from the mufassal that in 
village after village there was no water for drinking purposes at all, 
even the bullocks and other animals had to go without drinking watei- 
for some time and the people were forced to undertake a journey of 
four to five miles in order to have drinking water for the use of their 
family and themselves. Now, I need not dwell on the importance of 
this question, but would simply point out the real state of things 
obtaining in village^ because it is well-known to almost all the members 
to the Council. This is the only question which puzzles and reigns 
supreme in the mind of our TIon’blp Minister. He said »n his speech — 

I need hardly add that a compreheiiKive system of bonificaxione for the whole of 
Bengal will involve heavy expenses. Where is the money to come from? Govern- 
ment is not financially prosperous. We cannot under the Reform Scheme expect 
any aid from the Government of India for a local project of this kind Well, the 
money must be found and the lives of the people saved. We must have recourse 
to loans. In no country are such projects financed except by loan. We need not 
go very far. Calcutta is now different from what it was 50 years ago.” 

Now one tiling that struck our Minister is to have recourse to loans, 
and we shall examine one by one how wo can rest assured on the basis 
of loan alone. Th£ next idea that our Minister entertains is with regard 
to the potentialities of our union hoards which arc going to be formed 
in some places though they have proved a failure in some places. With 
regard to union boards, I submit that they cannot supply the necessities of 
the mufassal because they have only a small revenue and cannot have 
money enough to excavate one tank even in 10 years. If we rely on the 
activities of our union hoards, we shall have to go disappointed as of 
late. 

The next point is whether there would he sufficient loan for us 
to remove the difficulties of the mufassal. Having regard to the financial 
position of this Government, I can say that Government will never be 
in a position to get sufficient loan for this purpose. Then, if we cannot 
rely on loans, some other means must he found out. With regard to this, 
my submission to the Council is to form a committee consisting of 
expert gentlemen who can find out ways and means and who can be 
better expected to know the secrets of tlfe province and who can bring 
forward some scheme which will give satisfaction to the Council for 
adoption. In the meantime, in my own humble way, I beg to offer 
some suggestions. Mv suggestion is to have recourse to the Bengal 
Agricultural -and Sanitary Improvement Act. By having recourse to 
that Act we can improve the water-supplv in the mufassal and help the 
agriculturists, by providing large quantities of water for irrigation 
purposes. Two problems confront us. Under that Act somebody must 
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give guarantee for financing a scheme before any action can be takes 
by the Collector. For that purpose for the present the district 
board can guarantee for one or two works, but the district board is 
not rich enough to be able to guarantee for any considerable number of 
works that will be found necessary for the district. With that object 
in view we must have a large organisation with a large capital of, say, 
Rs. 3 to 4 crores. My suggestion is that there should be a limited com- 
pany with a large capital and Government should give a guarantee of 
profit of, say, 7 per cent. Without that guarantee the public are not 
likely to contribute largely towards the formation of that sort of organi- 
zation. My claim for that guarantee is that with regard to large railway 
and canal jirojects, private eomjmnies are entrusted with this kind 
of work and they are even guaranteed of the profits bv Government in 
the interest of the public, and this is the primary business of Govern- 
ment to enable the agriculturists to subsist and carry on their business. 
Unless you help the agriculturists to keep their body and soul together and 
unless they are helped they cannot go on with cultivation by which the 
country will suffer. Some time ago there was a resolution for enabling 
the country to export its rice to foreign countries. We strongly opposed 
the resolution on the ground tnut our supply was not sufficient to main- 
tain ourselves. In the inufassul when we have got a project for a large 
scheme we are confronted with the difficulty of finding suitable con- 
tractors. Even in the case of re-excavation of old t tanks, we have to 
entrust the work to ordinary contractors who carry mud and other 
things. In certain cases no contractor can be found to do it and it has 
to be abandoned, bu± if we have an organization with a large capital, 
this organization can have dredgers and other useful implements at 
their command and they can promulgate and work out schemes all over 
the province. They can execute these works and finance them as well. 
That will obviate the difficulty at the initial stage of taking action 
under the law, for neither the local boards nor the district boards, nor 
the local Government can at present give guarantee owing to the paucity 
of funds. 

(A Member : “ Is there a quorum ? M ) 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: Yes. 

I may inform members that in regard to the circular just communi- 
crfted setting forth the time for the discussion of the various motions 
for demands, the Gounod will s/t dr d\c m diem , that is to say, if the list 
of demands put forward for discussion for a certain day finishes before 
the boar of adjournment, the discussion of the next demand will be 
taken up. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: So, Sir, mv 
Wicommendation to this House is that this should be done, as the 
Minister has already expressed his willingness that there should be 
one scheme for the whole province. 
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Then there is another point which I would like to refer ^to this 
Council. At present Government money is being expended over schemes 
as they come up before Government without any definite idea as to what 
amount can be expanded for the whole province. During the long period 
from 1895 to 1919, when the Sanitary Drainage Act was in force, nothing 
was done to improve the condition in the mufassal. In answer to a 
question of mine, the Minister in charge of Public Health gave some 
figures of the works that were done during the the last 10 years from 
1911 — 19. These were Magrahat drainage, Nawisunthi and others which 
artf all in the districts of the 24-Parganas, Jessore and Nadia. There 
is‘ a well-known proverb that “ charity begins at home/' but in the 
case of the activitias of Government we find that charity is confined 
to home. It is only confined to a few districts around Calcutta and 
does not extend to the mufassal. If you go on spending Government 
money in this way without a general scheme for the whole province, 
years and years will he spent over one or two schemes in districts near 
Calcutta and nothing will be done for districts w'hich are far away 
from Calcutta. In this year’s budget there is a scheme put forward 
for the Titaghur Municipality which has promulgated a scheme involv- 
ing an expenditure of Its. 10 lakhs and Its. 7 lakhs have been paid for 
by jute mills and another IN. 0 lakhs and odd have to 1 m» met by the 
Government though only IN. 1,000 has been put forward in the budget. 
That is the thin ei*d of the wedge There is no guarantee that Govern- 
ment are not going to spend a much larger sum of money. If you go on 
in this fashion, I submit that your money will he frittered away and that 
your expenditure will he confined 1o a few districts and without any 
definite scheme. My submission is that, \ou should not suspend all your 
activities. You may go on in this fashion, but at the same time you 
should have a representative and strong committee in order to find out 
a scheme for the whole province as well as to find out way* and means 
to finance it and remove the standing grievance of want of water in the 
mufassal. 


Another aspect of the question is that the Agricultural Department 
is trying its level best to grow a little more jute in the country, but it 
cannot do anything unless it helps the cultivators to sow their seeds in 
time. You know that in Eastern Bengal the best lands for jute are the 
lowlands that go under water during the rains and unless the seeds are 
sown in time (March), the jute cannqj grow to a sufficient height. 
This year there was a total dearth of water and there was no rain during 
the months of March and April. Therefore, they could not sow in time. 
If the flood came as early as in last year, there would have been a total 
destruction of the crop huh thanks to Providence the flood i«r late, so 
there is some expectation that there will be a moderate harvest. 

My suggestion is that when we are going to supply good drinking 
water in the mufassal, we should arrange for plenty of water for 
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irrigation purposes. If we do that, the cultivators need not be at the 
mercy of the freaks of nature. They will have something to f»ll back 
ui»on when there is a drought. They will be able to water their lands 
from the nearest well or tank and grow their crops. 

With these few words, I commend my resolution to the acceptance 
of the House. 

As there was no quorum, the Council was, at this stage, adjourned till 
3 o’ clock on Friday. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: May 1 ask a 

question ? I want to know whether my resolution will stand over till the 
next session or shall I have to give fresh notice. * % 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I jiostpone the discussion on your 
resolution and the other cognate resolutions to the next session.* 


Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourned till Friday, the 7th July, 1922, at 
3 p.m., at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Counoil assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 7th July, 1922, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the ("hair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Ilon’ble the three Ministers, and 95 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 

Supplementary Budget of the Government of Bengal for the 
year 1922-23. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu 8urendra Nath Ray): I have 
to inform you that His Excellency the Governor has directed that the 
moving of the demands for grants will continue dv die in diem , that 
is, if the business of the 7th is finished Indore the end of that day, the 
business of the 1 Oth will Ik 1 taken up and so on. 


Demands for grants. 

5- — Land Revenue. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE | LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

I move that a sum of Its. 9,730 be granted for expenditure under head 
" 5. — Land Revenue. M 

I do not pro]M)se to make any comment at tin* present moment, as 
I find that there are three motions for reduction. In my reply to these 
motions, 1 will give my reasons foj; the grant. 


Motions for reduction. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ move(^tlmt the demand of Rs. 1,050 
under head “ 5. — Land Revenue — Land Acquisition Establish men I ” 
be reduced by Rs. 550. 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is m 
follows : — 

Since 1914-15, the grant under this head has always been on the 
increase. But, Sir, let me say that if money was not extracted by 
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means of taxation, this item would surely not have required any excesi 
demand every year. But when funds have been forthcoming I do not life 
to say that we should suffer at any rate. At the same time, we should 
economise. Sir, Its. 30 has been allotted as pay where Rs. 15 would 
have sufficed before. It would be extremely hard lines on us if we have 
to double this expenditure. I think it will be more than sufficient ii 
we increase the demand under this head by one-half. 

There is a saying in this country: shap-o-maruk 9 lathi.-o na bhanguk , 
this is, “ let the snake be killed, but the club not broken.” In othei 
words it implies that we should make our demands without overtaxing 
the ]>eople. I should observe that money is much more necessary for 
education, sanitation, public health and water supply than this item. 
Unfortunately, no eye is kept on these matters. It would l>e something 
at least to the people if they are benefited by this additional taxation 
in the furtherance of the cause of education, improvement of sanitation, 
etc. I, therefore, strongly move that this motion of mine be accepted. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The item which the Shah Sahib wants to reduce from 
Rs. 1,050 to Its. 500 involves a very small item, but it is in connec- 
tion with the promised increase of the conveyance allowance to the 
^surveyor-valuers of the Land Acquisition office in Calcutta from 
Rs. 15 to Rs. 30 a month. The rate of Rs. 15 was sanctioned about 
8 years ago and has been found to be inadequate; last year the Land 
Acquisition Officer drew the attention of Government to this inadequacy 
and pointed out that similar officers in the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
and the Corporation drew higher rates. They asked for a still higher 
rate than Rs. 30, but while Government recognised the fact that Rs. 15 
was inudo junto, Government did not see its way to consider any rate 
above Rs. 30 to be justified. It will Ik* seen that this amount is required, 
and cutting it down to any figure like Rs. 500, as proposed, will do no 
good; so under the circumstances, I trust the mover will withdraw 
the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand of Rs. 8,680 
for re-writing of Land Registration registers under head “ 5. — Land 
Revenue — Land Records — District charges ” be refused. 

Before 1 speak on the motion itself, I wi^h to take this opportunity 
of entering my most emphatic protest against the manner in which the 
allotment of time has been made in the time-table for the discussion of 
the several demands. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Is lie in order in criticising His Excellency's order ? 
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Tl» DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : You cannot raise any objection on 
that score, Maulvi Sahib. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I can certainly make comments 
which I do not think would Ik* out of order. There is nothing in the 
rules to prevent discussion of this character. I vant to discuss — — 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of* 
BURDWAN: Surely the matter rests with His Kxcellency the Gover- 
nor and should not be referred to. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I should be very much obliged if (lie 
rule could be read mft to me which prevents discussions of this character. 

I hitve looked through the rules, and 1 cannot find anything there to 
prevent such a discussion. Since the rules do not prevent it, I should 
like these observations to be placed before His Excellency. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The rule is: A member while shak- 
ing must not reflect ui>on the conduct of II is Majesty the King-Eni}H*ror, 
the Governor-General, or any Governor. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: It. is not casting any reflection on 
the conduct of the Governor. The Governor, on the advice of someone 
1 do not know, lu^s decided that 15 minutes will be allotted for tie* 
discussion of this demand. 1 submit that 15 minutes is most inadequate. 

I am entitled to give my reasons, and 1 am entitled to ask that mv 
remarks be placed for consideration liefore llis Excellency. J am not 
casting any reflection on tin* Governor. I ask for a ruling. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: M ay 1 point out that when the Budget came up for dis- 
cussion, the same procedure was followed? A ceitam amount of time 
was given for the discussion of each motion; 1 do not think there was 
any irregularity; I do not think any member took any objection lo the 
time-limit then allotted. I do not see why tin* mover should take any 
objection to the time-limit now.# 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: At that time I objected 
and stated that the time allotted was quite insufficient. 

CHIEF 8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. J. Donald): Do 

you not think we should confine our attention to the item before us? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: My ruling is that you cannot discuss 
or criticise His Excelency’s orders in a debate. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I must bow to your ruling, but I 
submit most resjiectfully that you are gagging me. However, I pass 
on to the reasons for my objection to the demand. 
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Wei find on reference to page 4 of this book which has been 
characterised by the Hon’ble Sir John Kerr as “ a little book of demands ” 
that the sum of Rs. 8,680 will be necessary for the re-writing of Land 
Eegi strati on registers in the Midnapore district on the basis of the 
record-of-rights prepared during the last settlement operations, and for 
this purpose two clerks on Rs. 50 per mensem, six section clerks on 
Es. 40, six assistant section clerks on Rs. d5, six assistant section clerks 
on Rs. 00, sixteen mohurrirs on Rs. 25 each will be necessary. There 
will also be necessary two duftries and two j>eons, but I do not object 
to this latter item, because these persons will certainly be Muhammadans. 
Therefore, so far as this item is concerned, I fail to see why this work 
cannot be informed by the permanent staff. I know that settlement 
operations entail the re-writing of Land Registration registers, still 
the work is not of such an arduous character that a permanent estab- 
lishment on so extensive a scale should be required. Besides, if this 
was a non-recurring charge we might have allowed a sum of Rs. 2,000 
or Eh. 8,000 for re-writing registers, but this year we know that this 
extra expenditure will amount to Its. 8,680, and the total ultimate 
expenditure will be nearly Rs. 15,000; that is to say, the tax-pavers 
of the Midnapore district will be saddled with a permanent charge of 
over Rs. 16,000 a year for the simple purpose of noting changes intro- 
duced by the setlement operations. This is the thin end of the wedge 
and on that principle I object to the exjH'nditure. The ministerial 
establishment should be paid at temporary rates, and I object to the 
establishment being of a permanent character. 

With these remarks, I object to the demand being granted. 


Thu Hon’ble the MAH ARAJADH I RAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Whenever I find my friend, for whom I always have a 
sneaking liking, on the warpath, I apprehend that he has been suffer- 
ing from indigestion. 

If he will look at the page referred to, he will find that this estab- 
lishment is temporary and not a permanent establishment. It is true the 
total exiKmditure will be Rs. 14,880, of which amount we have provided 
Rs. 8,680 this year. As for the numl>er of hands required, it has been 
put in on the basis of past experience of the requirements of such estab- 
lishments. It cannot be denied that the re-writing of Land Registration 
registers is necessary when settlement records are completed. The 
settlement records of Midnapore having been completed, the time has 
arrived tor the work of re-writing the Land Registration registers. 
This is a necessity in order that the Collectoraie registers which form 
the basis of the work of collection of revenue should be up to date. 
The longer it is jjostponed, the more it will cost, and the more trouble- 
some the actual work of collecting on the basis of inaccurate Tegisters 
will become. The revision of the CoHectorate registers on the basis of 
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the most up-to-date information l>y the settlement records is* there- 
fore, but merely elementary prudence leading to economy in the end. 
It is not a new idea, but the accepted policy of Government. The pro- 
vision of Rs. 8,f>80, as already mentioned, out of a total of Rs. 14,880, 
is what we require for the completion of the re-writing of these Land 
Registration registers, and I ask this Council to consider whether there 
is any real reason to object to such an item, which is an absolute* 
necessity. 

For these reasons, I must press for the demand and oppose the 
motion for reduction. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 move that the demand for expendi- 
ture under head ** 5. — Land Revenue ” l>e refused. 

The allotted time has almost expired. Before 1 go on, 1 wish to 
point out that 1 hope my remarks may reach His Excellency the Gover- 
nor. Onlv nine minutes are left for me to move this motion; the 
Maharajadhiraja will appropriate seven minutes of this, and Shah Sahib 
and myself will have only two minutes; it is imjM)ssiblt‘ to get on in 
this short space of time, therefore I do not wish to say anything. 1 beg 
leave to withdraw' tin* motion. 

The motion was then, bv leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 9,730 be granted for expendi- 
ture under head “ 5. — Land Revenue ” was then put and agreed to. 

8.— Forests. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [ FORE8T8 j 
(the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): f move that 
a sum of Rs. 19,171 Ik* granted for expenditure under head 
" 8. — Forests.” 


Motions’for reduction. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand of Rs. 8, (KM) 
for expenditure under head “ 8. — Forests ** for completion of Divisional 
Forest Officer’s bungalow at Cox’s Bazar Jbe refused. 

In spite of the insufficiency of time, I think I must go on. The sum 
required for this purj>ose is Rs. 8, (KM), and we find in the note made 
by Mr. Spry in that “ little book ” that recently the Divisional Forest 
Officer’s bungalow was burnt down, that it is essentially necessary to 
reconstruct it, and that Government have already sanctioned the pur- 
chase o| certain stores for this purpose. I fail to see why the Ilon’ble 
Member now comes to the Couucil for sanction when already some 
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money S bas been spent without our consent. The term “ completion of 
the Forest Officer’s bungalow ” shows that expenditure has already been 
incurred, and we do not know how many thousands of rupees have 
already been spent. I am afraid that this kind of demand cannot l>e 
* granted. Secondly, for a Divisional Forest Officer’s bungalow, the 
sum required, viz., Us. 8,000, is big enough; besides, some few thousands 
'of rupees have already been sjK j nt on this account. At any rate the 
demand should !>e refused. 


SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 8,000 
under head “ 8. — Forests ” for completion of Divisional Forest Officer’s 
bungalow at (’ox’s Bazar be reduced by Rs. 4,000. 

He delivered his sjieech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

I have been asked by the President to be brief. As Maulvi A. K. 
Fazl-ul Haq has advanced arguments in support of his motion, which is 
almost identical with mine, I do not like to go over the same ground 
again. But he has refused this grant ui toto , whereas I am only in 
favour of the reduction of the grant by one-half. As the beat-houses 
were burnt down, 1 think their reconstruction is necessary, and this, 
I 1iojk‘ , may be done — at least may serve our purpose in these days of 
financial stringency — with the amount suggested by me, viz., Rs. 4,000. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The Forest Officer’s bungalow at (’ox’s Bazar, as Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Haq ljas pointed out, was burnt down. The work of 
reconstruction was begun last year, and we have spent a considerable 
sum of money with the sanction of this Council last year. This amount, 
which is now put in at Rs. 8,000, is required to complete the work which 
was begun# last year. I am sorry that in this hook only Rs. 8,000 has 
been put down, because the amount already si>ent should also have found 
its place there. The fact of the matter is that the work is in a half- 
completed state at present and this amount is required to complete the 
bungalow ; this bungalow is required for the Forest Officer, and it would 
be inadvisable to refuse or curtail this demand. Therefore, I hope the 
movers of the motions for reduction or refusal of the demand would see 
their way to withdraw the motions. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI ! I move that the demand 

of Rs. 980 under head “ 8. — Forests — Scheme 18 ” be refused. 

I raise objection to this demand as I am not satisfied with the arrange- 
ment made. It is stated in this book of demands that in view of the 
increase in the cost of living and in order to attract and retain suitable 
candidates in the service, Government have sanctioned the abolition 
of the third grade of foresters on Rs. 25 and the redistribution of the 



demands for grants. 


1922. J 


283 


present 70 posts in the proportion of 33 jwsts in the first frrade on 
Rs. 35 ami 37 posts in the second grade on It*. 30. So it is admitted 
that these posts should he made attractive. If that is so, I do not under- 
stand why the case of the men in the third grade and eight only in the 
second grade and not the remaining men in the second grade or the first 
grade is considered. J think if any consideration is to he shown, it 
should be shown to all. Of course, if then* Ik* any unworthy persons,, 
their cases need not he considered, but 1 do not see any reason why no 
consideration should he shown to the remaining men in the second and 
the first grades in these days of exjiensive living, i do not wish to l>e 
extravagant, but I cannot understand how it is that there arc no deserv- 
ing men in the first ^rade and there are eight only in tin* second grade. 

I should like Government to place a statement before the House. 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The amount that we have put in here has been based on 
certain memorials submitted to Government; the Conservator of 
Forrests went into the matter and submitted these recommendations. 
With regard to the other posts which Halm Kishori Mohan Cluiudhuri 
has mentioned, Government at present do not consider that theie is any 
case for further inclement. Ot course, if there is any cast* for any further 
increment, no doubt I shall conic up to the Council with a fresh 
demand; lmt that is no reason why we should deprive those for whom 
certain increment fs justified, and for that reason this amount has been 
put in in the supplementary budget. 1 theiefme press for the demand. 


Babu KISHORI MOHAN CH AUDHURI : I # do not suggest a 
reduction. My suggestion is that something more should la* done. 
However, T beg leave to wit lull aw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; I move that the demand # for expendi- 
ture under head “ 8. — Forests ” he refused. 

I see only six minutes now remaining for me to move this motion. 
I rise to say a few words why 1 suggest that the total demand should he 
refused. In this Council with fhe Secretaries to the Government sit- 
ting in serried phalanx in front and the members of the Government 
behind to bring up the rear, it is impossible to make out a case for total 
reduction within the short space of six minutes. I shall, however, 
attempt to do the impossible and see what I can do. 

The money proposed to be spent is really what will be realised by the 
working of the new taxation Acts, or in other wands, the money that 
will come to the revenues of the province by taxes realised from the 
people. Now all this money is of an exceptional character because 
it will be realised by the operation of taxes whic h were imposed under 
circumstances of exceptional necessity. I was sitting here at the time 
that the taxation Bills were* introduced, and if I understood the Hon’hie 
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Sir John Kerr aright, I thought I heard him say that the money that 
would be realised would be spent primarily for the support of the 
nation-building departments, or, in other words, the money would be 
spent for such productive purposes as would lead to the expansion of the 
departments transferred to the popular control. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, on opening the (i little book ” we find that instead of spending 
the money for the nation-building departments, thousands 
have been spent for the building of bungalows for forest officers. 
Sir, there is a great deal of difference between the buildings of 
bungalows and the building of the nation-building departments. I 
feel that I was one of those who did not resist the passage of the taxa- 
tion Kills. I ought to point out to the officials that every pice of this 
money should be spent in conformity with the pledges solemnly given, 
that not a pice of it should be spent unless under circumstances of 
exceptional necessity, and without money first being appropriated for 
the up-keep of the departments transferred to popular control. The 
proposals that are now before us are not of such character. They do not 
therefore justify expenditure out of revenues derived from the new tax- 
es. I hope T will get time to explain why I have, as a matter of fact, 
suggested that the entire demand, as set forth in this book, be refused. 
Meanwhile I may indicate, as one of my reasons, that there is a 
Retrenchment Committee sitting and it is necessary that we should 
await the report of that committee before we embark on 
further expenditure. 

I wish to explain to the Ilon’ble the Mahara jadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan that in his reply to my first motion for reduction under this 
head he was pleased to say that some thousands had already been spent 
for the completion of the forest officer’s bungalow and that Rs. 8,000 
more was required 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot discuss that point now; 
please confine your remarks to the motion. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I do not wish to say anything more. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the 
Hon’ble Sir John Kerr): The member has referred to me in men- 
tioning the pledges which were given in regard to the taxation 
Bills; I should like to say, a few words in reply. Members who 
listened to the debates on the taxation Bills will remember that demands 
were made from various quarters for some assurance as to the manner 
in which the surplus we should get from the operation of these Bills 
would be spent. In reply, I said that it w’as quite impossible for me at 
that time to give any detailed assurance on that point, because the 
allotment of surplus revenues was not a matter for the Finance Depart- 
ment, but for the Government a9 a whole. But I indicated that the 
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prospect was that in allocating the surplus, we should give about one- 
third to the reserved departments and two-thirds to the transferred 
departments. That undertaking we have carried out to the letter; as 
I explained the other day when 1 introduced the supplementary esti- 
mates, we have a total sum of Rs. f>0 lakhs to spend ; out of that, Rs. 171 
lakhs has been allotted to the resolved departments and Rs. lakhs 
to the transferred departments. Of the expenditure covered by the 
estimates, which we are considering this week, Rs. 11,79,000 is being 
asked for by the reserved departments and Its. 22,51,000 by the trans- 
ferred departments, that is to say, the demands of the transferred 
departments are almost double those of the reserved departments. 
Under the circumstances, I submit that there is no substance in the 
objections of Maulvi A. lv. Fazl-ul ITaq. 


The Hon’ble the MAH ARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 

burdWan : I have nothing more to add to what 1 have already said. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 19,174 he granted for expen- 
diture under head “ 8. — Forests *' was then put and agreed to. 


22.— General Administration, 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT and POLITICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson) • I move that a 
jttim of Its. 1,80,581? be granted tor expenditure under head “21?. — 
General Administration.*’ 

It will be observed that there aie a number of items under this head, 
which technically come within my department, but t lie jictual items 
with which I am personally concerned are few; and the members in 
charge of the respective departments will answer the attacks on indivi- 
dual items. I may perhaps be allowed to make one or two remarks of a 
general character. The first tiling that I should like to impress upon 
the Council is that the demand. <» that are now being presented are not 
the result of our having a little money to njmuhI and looking about how to 
spend it. From the point of view of an officer in charge of a spending 
department, I may explain that what lias happened is that when we 
were preparing our budgets, the Finance Department seized on any 
items that were not in the last year’s budget, and said These are 
strangers, heave a brick at them; or in other words, put them in the 
schedule. ” The result is that we had in our schedule, after the budget 
was passed, all the items of expenditure which were not absolutely 
obligatory last year, and out of that schedule we have had to compress 
and pick out only the most absolutely essential items of this year’s 
expenditure. 
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The second remark of a general character which will also apply later 
on to many of the motions relating to the police, is that one member 
has given notice of a considerable number of amendments suggesting 
small reductions or a rounding off from the amounts put down in the 
supplementary grants. I was at first inclined to think that this was 
possibly by way of an amusement tax, though I thought the 
incidence was hardly fair. I understand however that the intention is 
to cut oft* a small percentage from every item. The Council will certain- 
ly agree that this is not a proper course when the details of individual 
items are dealt with. If the Council considers it right to enteitain a 
clerk at a cost of Ks. 100 a month, is it reasonable to say that we may 
have a clerk on Its. 100 a month hut we shall only be allowed to give 
him Its. 05 a month? 

There is one other question I should like to touch on, and that is 
regarding the circle officers. I wish to explain my exact position with 
legurd to circle officers. The Appointment Department are only 
concerned with these officers because they have to recruit them. The 
justification for {he employment of these officers will be given by the 
Local Self-Government Department. lint I wish only to explain here 
that when the Local Self-Government Department require circle officers, 
we have to recruit them two or three years ahead, because any newly- 
recruited officer, who has passed not the examination and who is not 
trained in district administration work, will lx* of it tie use. There- 
fore, we have to recruit them three or four years ahead; and that is 
why we put these demands this year although the circle officers will not 
be required till two years hence. 


Motions for reductions. 

The following motion standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
ITaq was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

44 That the demand of Its. 2,7011 under head ‘ 22. — General Admin- 
istration — Scheme 1 ’ for provision for increased rates of pay for His 
Excellency’s Body Guard, be reduced* by Its. 703.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 3,627 
under head 44 22. — General Administration — Scheme 2 ” for His 
Excellency’s Body Guard clothing allowance, l>e reduced by Rs. 027. 

Ife delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

This is a matter which concerns His Excellency. I hail from a 
rural area and I am a very poor man, and as such, it is my duty to be 
economic in all possible ways. T think Government carries out every 
business after due deliberation and considered judgment, but it is not 
within our bounds to appreciate it. I know it will be difficult, nay 
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impossible, for me to carry such a motion in this House, having regard 
to the fact that those who are tar more advanced in education, I mean 
English education, cannot carry their resolutions and motions, of a much 
more important character. However, I dejHMid everything upon the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge. To my mind, this item may be safely 
reduced by Rs. (>27, and if this can l>e done, it will be admirable indeed, 
since it primarily affects His Excellency. It has also to be considered 
whether the old clothes can bo utilised. 


Tho Hon’ble Mr, H, L. STEPHENSONS This is one of the (questions 
to which I referred just now. I think the (ouncil will agree with me 
that it is not reasonable, if it is conceded that II is Excellency's Body 
Guard should have a* full dress uniform at a cost of Rs. 8,(>27 from the 
Army Clothing factory, for them to say that they will only pay 
Rs. rijOOO. In that case T do not understand who is going to pay tho 
rest. It seems to me that the motion is one which needs no words of 
mine to induce the Council to throw it out. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following motion was, in the alienee of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 


Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTAj “ That the demand of Rs. 720 

under head ‘ 22. -^-General Administration — Scheme 0,’ be refused.” 

Maulvi A, K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand ot Rs. 720 
for expenditure under head “ 22. — General Administration M for the 
creation of a lower division jw>st in t I k* Revenue department be refused. 

I will not press this motion if the* Tlon’ble Member in charge will la* 
pleased to enlighten me if posts of this kind aie going to be created 
for every department in the Secretariat. I understand that the intro- 
duction of Reforms has increased the work in every dcpirtment , and 
if the appointment of additional clerks is common to all tin* depart- 
ments, I do not object to it. But if it 1 m* otherwise, I must press my 
motion. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: The question regarding tin* additional clerk is simply 
this. On the introduction of the Reforms and the changes introduced 
in the Secretariat, all work regarding fche Chittagong Hill Tracts arid 
the Darjeeling District was transferred to the Revenue Department 
and it was anticipated that the additional work thus transferred would 
require a whole-time clerk to deni with it. The appointment of this 
clerk was kept in abeyance pending some experience as to the actual 
amount of work. It has been found by actual experience that the 
work for the excluded areas is quite enough for one assistant. The 
separate treatment of Darjeeling and the introduction of the district 
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administration system in the Chittagong Hill Tracts has added con- 
siderably to the work. It is now evident that the work of the depart- 
ment has increased by 33 per cent, on account of work in connection 
with Jails, Emigration, Excluded Areas, Agricultural Loans, General 
, Administration Report, Budget work relating to district and sub-divi- 
sional establishment under the head “ 22. — General Administration.’ * 
* The question as to how many clerks will actually be required to 
deal with the increase of work is being carefully examined. In the 
meantime, it is proposed to add one post in the lower division which 
was considered absolutely necessary in connection with the work relat- 
ing to the Excluded Areas. The clerk has been employed temporarily 
with effect from the 28th March, 1922, and it will* be seen, therefore, 
that this additional clerk is necessary. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 8,990 under head ‘ 22. — General Administration,’ for the 
additional permanent establishment for the Agiieulture and Industries 
Department, be refused. 

When I received this sujoer-roval book of supplementary grants 
with its beautiful printing, high class paper, and artistic cover, I 
thought that the financial crisis of Bengal was over at last. This first 
impression of mine was confirmed bv a jKuusal of many of the contents 
because I found that some demands which had been put down as -not 
important, and, therefore, not so necessary for the work of adminis- 
tration have been brought up ns soon as the taxation Bills have been 
passed. This demand for a Registrar is one of them. It appears that 
since the Reforms, the number of Secretaries in the Civil Secretariat 
has been increased and I believe that in some of the departments, the 
staff has also been considerably increased. It is time now that a 
thorough examination of the working of these department should be 
made to see whether this increase was justified and whether a further 
increase is necessary. We all know that the new Retrenchment Com- 
mittee, that has been appointed, is going to submit its report before 
the introduction of the next year’s Budget. The scheme, which has 
safely waited for one year and a half, could safely have waited for six 
months more, for a thmough ^examination by this committee. I do 
not sec any earthly reason why this scheme should be passed through 
just now. 

Then again, we have been told in the note that the appointment of 
a Registrar is also very necessary as the duties of this officer, which 
are numerous and responsible, can no longer be efficiently performed 
by the Head Assistant in addition to his own duties. Now, Sir, the 
system of having a highly-paid officer in the department, where the 
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Work has always been smoothly done by the Head Assistant, is one 
Which does not appeal to me. It has Wen said that the api»ointii»ent 
of a Registrar is necessary, but we have not been told why the HtRd 
Assistant cannot manage his duties. 

As far as I know the Head Assistants oi the Secretariat me very 
efficient workers and they manage their work fully well, and l do not 
think it is proper, in these days of retrenchment^ and economy, to 
appoint expensive officers just now. So 1 would suggest that the 
scheme be kept in abeyance for six months more for examination by 
the Retrenchment Committee. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I have got a motion exactly similar 
to the one just moved by my friend, Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, and 1 
therefore rise to support him in urging that the demand for Us. 8,990 
be refused. 

The Ilon’ble Sir John Kerr lias told us that the only pledge that 
was given at the time of the passing of the new taxation Hills was 
that about two-thirds of the money would be spent on the tiansferred 
departments and about one-third on the reserved departments. The 
proportion may have been maintained, but 1 still urge that although 
the pledge may not have been broken in letter, yet it has been broken 
in spirit, because the pioposals for expenditure on the reserved and the 
transferred departments, are such as cannot Ik* reasonably supported 
in the present condition of the financial stringency of this province. 
The present demand is for the appointment of a Registrar, and some 
additional establishment, for the Department of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries. The note by Mr. Spiv begins by eulogising tin* splendid service 
rendered to the eountrv bv the three depaitments of Co-operati\o Crinlit, 
Agriculture and Industries. We, Sir, who li\e in the country and are 
of the people born and bred amongst the people, living amidst the 
people, fail to see what good or benefit has been done to the country 
by the activities of any of these three departments hitherto. 

8ECRETARY to COVERHMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. H. E. Spry): Mav I rise to offer a personal explanation? 
I am not responsible for the remarks which appear in the notes. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I never made anv disparaging 
remarks. In fact I wanted to fasten tfte responsibility on somebody, 
and finding his name on the first page, I mentioned his name. 

Mr. H. E. SPRY: I did not mean that, Sir, I thought the member 
might be praising me. (Laughter.) 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Well, Sir, the unknown official, who 
is responsible for these remarks, has emitted to mention the reasons for 
the appointment of this additional staff. I would not have ordinarily 
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objected to the establishment, but I submit that a Retrenchment Com- 
mittee is going to sit very soon to suggest reduction in expenditure, 
oui it may l>e that much of the money that is being spent by this 
department may be curtailed by it. If that is so, to embark on new 
expenditure is not only unjustifiable but unwise. My suggestion, 
therefore, is that wo should wait for the findings of this committee, then 
lake stock of the work that has already been done by this department 
and then conic up with projH>sals for further expenditure if necessary. 

1 find that the pay of the Registrar is Rs. 000 — 750 plus a Calcutta 
House Allowance of about Rs. 1,000 a year, which is a very expensive 
luxury. It may be that the Head Assistant is slightly overworked, 
that is because (lie Oo-o]>erative Credit Department has been over- 
officialised; but supposing that the Head Assistant is at the present 
moment slightly overworked, surely we do not require another officer 
on Rs. 000 — 750 with the Calcutta House Allowance of nearly Rs. 1,000 
a year to assist and take some part of his work from him, I mean his 
overflow work. This work ran be done by a much lower paid assistant, 
and the manner in which this projwisal has been made before the 
Council shows the heartless indifference to the need for the most rigid 
economy on the part of the officer coming up for this grant. lie ought 
to remember that we are passing through a crisis, and that although 
wo have got money now, it has been at the cost of an over-taxed ImmIv 
of tax-pavers, and, therefore, a proftosnl of sirh an extravagant 
character should never have been made. 

The additional staff consists of — 

1 Registrar. 

2 Upper Division Assistants. 

d Lower Division Assistants. 

1 Typist. 

1 Mohurrir. 

2 Peons. 

The appointment of a peon T do not object to on the ground that he 
may be a Muhammadan, but tin* others I consider to be absolutely 
unnecessary. 

I wish to make one remark with regard to the Department) of 
Industries. It is time that the department has closed down its activi- 
ties. I am firmly convinced that the Dejmrtment of Industries can 
never develop the industries of the province. All that it has done 
is that it has taken lease of a house on Rs. 4,000 a month and has spent 
Rs. 25,000 in house repairs, although it did not turn out four pice 
worth of work in the year. I think its activities should be put a stop to. 

Although the demand is one which relates to one of the transferred 
department, I respectfully submit that it is one which is not justified 
under the circumstances, and I hoj>e the Council will refuse it. 
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Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: This motion of mine is 
exactly o-n the same lines as those moved by previous speakers. It is 
evident from the agenda that there are no less than seven resolutions in 
connection with this particular matter which, obviously therefore, has 
attracted considerable attention. 

It has been stated in the memorandum that the Head Ass'.s'ant's work 
would be much more efficiently done it, in lieu of a Head Assistant, a 
Registrar was appointed on a higher salary, and, with necessary appan- 
ages in the shape of additional clerks to suit the paraphernalia of a 
Registrar’s office. It has liecn stated over and over again b\ the 
Hon’ble Membei in charge of the Finance Department, that owing to the 
financial stringency the Government had had to cut and clip the Budget 
in many directions and anyhow' manage to carry on the administration. 
His Excellency the Earl of Lytt.on, on the assumption of his exalted 
office, at once found the necessity of appointing a Retrenchment Com- 
mittee, and from his speech in the Council, it appeared that lie was pre- 
pared to go so far as to give them the power to make recommendations 
for reduction in the same way us the Geddes Committee had done in 
England. That is the attitude of the head of tin* Government. The 
Finance Membei of Government has also told us that the utmost economy 
is necessary and that lie has only allowed such items to he included 
in the Budget a.% could not be safely omitted without bringing the 
administration to a deadlock; but I do not think that a clear case has 
been made*out to add this item to t lie list of supplementary estimates. 

• 

As for as I am aware, there is not much difference between a Head 
Assistant and a Registrar, except in name and perhaps in dignity and 
emoluments. My personal experience is that some of the capable Head 
Assistants arc ordinarily promoted to the post of Registrar. • If tin* Head 
Assistant has been so long conducting the business of this particular 
department without bringing the administration to a deadlock, I do not 
think that in the present condition of our finances any urgent and 
unavoidable necessity has arisen to demand provision for a Registrar. Tt 
seems to me, reading from the note that is appended to the statement, 
that the idea is to appoint a Registrar for the department of Agriculture 
and Industries, just as there is one for every other detriment in the 
Secretariat. It is the fashion of the bureaucracy to add to the establish- 
ment in this way — Registrars, Head* Assistants, Fnder-Socretaries, 
Assistant Secretaries, etc. Instead of one Lieu tenant -Governor and 
two or hree Secretaries, we have now got seven members of the Cabinet 
and many Secretaries, all doing practically the same work, and, to keep 
up the dignity of the present Cabinet, it is sought to multiply appoint- 
ments. I hope that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department 
of Agriculture and Industries will agree with the view of the Council — 
at least the view of the non-o<ffieial members of the Council — that it is 
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better that he should wait till the Retrenchment Committee finishes its 
labours. 

Rai N1BARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: The previous 
speakers have all given their reasons tor asking the Council not to pass 
this demand which is going to be of a permanent character. 1 find in 
the book of supplementary demands for grunts, that the recurring 
expend it me alone is Its. 2,701. All the previous shakers have jointed 
out, and I think with great force and reason, that this item, even if it be 
necessary, can stand over for some time. What will be the meaning of 
the “ Retrenchment Committee ” that has been formed only lately? 
What will they do, if, before the Retrenchment Committee start its work, 
we start on adding new departments, making new appointments, and 
calling for new expenditure? Now, Sir, this state of things will, I am 
sure, subject this Council to a good deal of criticism from the, public. 
Taxation measures were passed on the ground that without taxation 
Government might be brought to a deadlock. If the existing staff could 
manage the work for such a length of time, I, for one, do not see any 
reason why the existing staff should not be in a positon to carry on the 
work for seven months more. Let us wait till the end of the year. This 
figure for recurring expenditure is simply terrifying. T T nder tlies^ cir- 
cumstances, if for no other reasons other than those for the sake of 
decency, oven if this demand for grant is necessary, J think the House 
should refuse the grant just now’. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand for a 
sum of Rs. 8,990 for a Registrar under head “ 22 . — General Adminis- 
tration — Agriculture and Industries Department, ” be refused. 

I have been already anticipated by some of my hon’ble friends. 
When I .icnt' in notice of this amendment, T was not aware that so many 
of my friends were also anxious to do away with this expenditure which 
was considered to be unnecessary. 1 have lieen a bit connected with 
industries and so 1 know’ something about the work in the Industries 
Department under the Government of Bengal. I do feel that, instead 
of making correspondence and increasing their files, if the Government 
wore to extend a little more sympathy to our existing institutions and 
industries, their work would be much better appreciated by the people. 
The three departments of Agriculture, Industries and Co-operative are 
very important departments of Government and cannot hut demand our 
co-operation in their work. But what is vers* unfortunate is this: that 
their work is more concentrated tow’ards finding out statistics, going 
on with correspondence, finding out schemes and so on. The effect of 
their work is very little felt, at least has not been appreciably felt in 
this country. That is the reason why I take my stand against this addi- 
tional expenditure of nearly Rs. 9,000 for that very purpose. I find 
that there are Directors in all these departments, there we Assistant 
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i Directors too, and now we are told that there must be a Registrar. The 
reason given in the memorandum is that the work has increased very 
ninch. To our knowledge the only work that has increased is corres- 
ppndence and office work. Some of the previous speakers have forcibly 
pointed out that the work cannot he improved bv the addition of another 
important officer. There must he one responsible head and the work of 
correspondence, etc., may he left to ministerial officers under him. The. 
mythological gods and demi-gods have of course three or four or more 
heads, but Government departments should not follow Hindu mythology, 
but should only have one head. What is wanted is more encouragement 
and support to our struggling industries. 

8HAH 8YED fiMDADUL HAQ moved “ that, the demand for 
Rs. 8,090 under head “ 22. — General Administration ” for the additional 
permanent, establishment for Agriculture and Industries IVpartment, 
be reduced by Its. 5,915. 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

I do not like to recapitulate what has been said by the other shaker* 
on this motion. It will, indeed, la* very reasonable if this pro]>osal 
is kept in abeyance until the Retrenchment (’ommittee is apjKiintcd. 
After the report of the Retrenchment Gommitce is out, if it is decided 
to remove the officers of this department, ]>eople will raise a hue and 
cry. Owing to the increase of work in the Government offices, conse- 
quent on the Reforms, Government wants to swell the number of 
officers, clerks, etc. I can, however, confidently ^assert that the hulk 
of the work is generally carried on by the clerical establishment, w r ho are 
so lowlv paid. The projiosal is that then* will be two upi>er division 
clerks. I would reduce it to one, and allow Rs. <8*5 on this account. 
Amongst the three lower division clerks, 1 w r oiild reduce Its. $40 for two 
clerks and Rs. 4,200 as Registrar’s jniy. All these reductions, I suggest, 
are to be calculated on the basis of seven months’ salaries. The Regis- 
trar’s post, I should like to add here, is quite unnecessary. The two 
clerks, one in the upper division and the other in the lower division, 
will be quite sufficient for the purpose. So I would refuse the whole 
amount of Rs. 8,990. 

It is seen in the Budget estimate for 1921-22 that Its. 53,000 was 
granted under this head, and now the grant has been increased to 
Rs, 84,000. Out of this grant Rs. 41 ,0(T0 is a voted item in place, of 
Rs. 20,000, that is to say, the voted amount is almost double. I hope, 
however, that the Hon’ble the Minister in charge will consider this 
question very carefully. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 

KfeM Bahadur): I oppose the reduction of Rs. 8,990 for the additional 

20 
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permanent establishment for the Department of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries. This department was brought into being on the inauguration of 
the Reforms Scheme. It was always recognized that the introduction 
of the Reforms would necessitate an increase in the Secretariat establish- 
ment as the much longer sessions of the Legislative Council and the 
growth of political activities would inevitably add to the burden of 
■work devolving on the Secretaries and their staff. The Agriculture and 
Industries Department was, however, created temporarily for one year 
only, to gauge the effect of the Reforms and only a small clerical 
establishment was sanctioned. The staff sanctioned in fact not only 
made no allowance for the expansion of work, but was barely sufficient 
for the minimum estimated requirements of the department. Further, 
Sir, the additional expenditure involved was very small. The majority 
of the clerks were drafted in from other departments and only two new 
clerical jK)sts were created. Moreover, no Registrar was allowed and 
the important duties which he has to perform were carried out by the 
Head Assistant in addition to his own work. The Registrar is respon- 
sible for the proper management, efficiency, discipline and routine of 
the office. He is required to supervise the work constantly and to 
inspect at least once a day the work of every assistant to see that it is 
projKuly dealt with and that there is no unavoidable delay. The want 
of such an officer has l>een seriously felt and has thrown excessive work 
on the Head Assistant and the Assistant Secretary, to the detriment of 
their own duties. Ex]x»rience lms shown that the office cannot be 
pro]>erly managed without a Registrar. I may add that there is a 
Registrar in every other department of the Secretariat. 

When the department was created it was estimated on past figures 
that I), 000 letters would be received and issued in the course of a year. 
Rut that figure, Sir, was exceeded by 100 j>er cent., over 18,000 letters 
being received and issued in 1921. In addition, the Legislative Council 
has shown a keen interest in the work of the department. During 
1921 it had to deal with 78 resolutions, 20 motions and 186 questions. 
According to the standard of work laid down for the Secretariat, a very 
large increase of staff might justifiably have been demanded. But we 
have made a demand which in view ot the facts I have quoted is essen- 
tially a modest one. Our demand and the grounds on which it has been 
made have been closely scrutinized, and I assure the Council that the 
staff for which I am asking is the smallest with which the work of the 
department can be managed r with reasonable efficiency. I ask the 
Council to reject this motion. 

Babu KNDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May 1 ask one question? Does 
the Registrar draft replies to letters? The Hon’ble Minister said just 
now that the number of letters had risen from 9,000 to 18,000. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHUR1, 
Khan Bahadur: I have already defined the work of the Registrar. 
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; Tb© motion of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta being put to the vote, a 
division was taken with the following result : — # 


AYES. 


AM, Mr. Syad Erf an. 

AM, Munatil Amir. 

O h a u d hur l, Babu Kfthari Mahan. 
C aa uMburl, Babu Tankanath. 

Ohaudhurl, Mauhri Shah Muhammad. 
Cbaudbur l, Hal Harandranath. 

Oat, Babu Bhithmadav. 

Oat Gupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Da, Babu Fanlndralal. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan* 

Ghost, Mr. D. C. 

Has, Mauhri A. K. FazhuU 
Has, Shah Syad Emdadul. 


Khan, Babu Davtndra LaL 
Matllk, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mujphopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pal, Ral Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shakharatwar. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Rby, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Bljoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Tarlt Bhutan. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlthlndra Nath. 

Slnha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Afxal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl WasImuddTn. 
AN, Munthl Ayub. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, the Han'blc Sir Surandra Nath. 
Bota, Mr. S. M. 

Ohaudhurl, the Hon'bie the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahjylur. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Pronoh, Mr. F. C. 

Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Huntfngford, Mr. G. T. 

Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Karr, the Hon’bie Hr John. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftpue Uddln. 


Khan Ohaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Erthad All. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’bie the. 

McAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon'bie Mr. P. 0. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhona. 
Mukharjl, Professor S. C. 

Prantloa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'bie Sir Abd>ur-. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mohan Singh. 
Balam, Khan Bahldur Abdut. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. 0. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. p. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. * 


The Ayes being 28 and the Noes 8G, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq being put, a division was 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


A hm ad, Munthl Jafar. 

AS, Mr. Syad Erfan. 

AH, Month! Amir. 

Cfcaudfcurl, Babu Klthorl Mahan. 
Ghaudfnifi, Babu Tankanath. 

O h audhurl , Mauhri Shah Muhammad. 
Ohaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 

Oat Gupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 

Da* Babu FaatlntfralaL 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Or. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Baho indu Bhuthan. 

Chat*, Mr. a C. 

Map, Mauhri A* K. FazMd. 


Hap, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Khan, Aabu Davtndra LaL 
Matllk, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pal, Ral Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shakharatwar. 

Ray Ohaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu NaHnl Nath. 

Ray, Mr. BIJay Proaad Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlthlndra Nath. 

Slnha, Babu Surandra Mmrmytm. 
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Mdy, B«bu Amulyt Dhone. 

Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Watlmuddln. 
t Ml, Munshl Ayub. 

A'zam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banorjta, tho Hon ’bio fir tarondra Nath. 
Bote, Mr. 8. M. 

' Chaudhurl, the Hoti’ble the Nawab talyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. ^ 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Oat, Mr. 8. R. 

DoLltlo, Mr. 4. A. 

Donald, Mr. 4. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Frenoh, Mr. F. C. 

Ghatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmanl. 

Qoode, Mr. 8. W. 

Huntlngford, Mr. C. T. 

Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Kerr, the Hon’ble 6lr John. 


Khan, Maulvl Md. RaBqve Uddtu. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Crthad AH. 

I Lang, Mr. 4. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur at Burdwan, 

the Hon’bie the. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon’blo Mr. F. 0. 

Muir, Mr. R. H. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhone. 

Prentloe, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd*ur>. 

Roy, Mr. BI]oy Protad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. 4. N. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mohan Singh. 
Salam, Khan BaNidur Afcdut. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 20 and the Noes 40, the motion was lost. 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 


Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand of Rs. 3,325 
under head 44 22. — General Administration — Scheme 0,” be refused. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 may tell you that we have still 
about 23 or 24 motions and these we shall have to finish within one hour. 
So I ean give each sjieaker only 2 or 2$ minutes. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: This is the second time that you have 
drawn our attention to this matter. Will you point out to His Excel- 
lency that in connection with retrenchment, our seeches are also being 
retrenched ? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: 1 think it is a legitimate grievance 
on the i>art of non-official members. 

The Hon*We Sir JOHN KERR: W T ith reference to that, may I point 
out that, under the rules, not more than 12 days may be allotted for 
the main budget discussion ? The main budget of the Government of 
Bengal involves an expenditure of Rs. 10 J crores. The supplementary 
estimates which we are now presenting to the Council cover a demand 
of Rs. 34 lakhs only. For the voting of that demand of Rs. 34 lakhs, 
His Excellency has allotted five days, and I submit to the Council that 
that allotment of time is ample. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: The reason is that the demand of 

Rs. 34 lakhs contains items which are open to serious objection. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I do not know whether the 

time taken up by the Hon’ble Member will be deducted from my 
2$ minutes. (Laughter.) 
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The motion which stands in my name runs thus: — That the demand 
of Its. 3,325 under head “ 22. — General Administration ” for the revi- 
sion of Bengali Translator’s establishment, be refused. 

I wish to make one or two observations. It may be said that these 
are small items, and that we should rather try to get hold of big fishes 
and reduce crores and lakhs; but these small items make up crores and 
lakhs. Further, I may point out that the financial statement for Ilia 
current year shows a deficit of Rs. 1 crore 20 lakhs: the surplus revenue 
is Rs. 1 crore 40 lakhs. Of the actual surplus Rs. 1 crore 20 lakhs goes 
to meet the deficit, leaving a surplus of Rs. 20 lakhs. Out of that I 
find that in this first instalment, in this additional budget, Rs. 34 lakhs 
is asked for expenditure, and out of that Rs. 34 lakhs, Rs. 24 or rather 
Rs. 22 lakhs is for non-recurring grants and Rs. 12 lakhs for recurring 
grants. Recurring grants, as far as I understand, are a permanent addi- 
tion to pur establishment, and having regard to the fact that we have 
got about Rs. 19 lakhs available, if in this July session we go on making 
permanent recurring grant of Rs. 12 lakhs, and if in the next August 
session the remaining Rs. 8 lakhs is made up by way of permanent 
expenditure, then the situation will be that we will be faced with the 
same position as we were in at the beginning of April last, that is to say, 
when we framed the Budget. Therefore, I am not quite sure whether 
we shall not have again the honour of being called ii{H)U to vote for 
further taxation. Now, Sir, coming to this point, it has been stated 
that this additional establishment for the Bengali Translator’s office 
is necessary iu order to concentrate in that office the whole work of 
translation. The translation work of the Commissioner of Police is 
to be transferred to the Translation Department Si the Government of 
Bengal. As far as 1 understand, this is the drift of the note appended 
to the statement. I wish to know whether there is any corresjionding 
reduction in the charge for translation work in the Commissioner’s 
office. If that is so, I do not think it necessary to press my motion, 
but if that is not so, and if this concentration of the 
translation work from the Commissioner of Police and other places to 
the head office means this additional expenditure, I think it is my duty 
to point out that this is not warranted in the present state of provincial 
finances. We should see how the whole question of establishment is 
considered by the Retrenchment Committee before we sanction this 
expenditure, thereby making the work of the Retrenchment Committee 
all the more difficult. t 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 have an identical 
motion. The reason for this demand is given on page 25 of the supple- 
mentary budget. It runs as follows: — 

u The proposal is to re-arrange the work of translation in the office 
of the Bengali Translator and in that of the Commissioner of Police 
a nd Intelligence Branch, Criminal Investigation Department. The 
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idea is to concentrate in the Bengali Translator’s office the whole work * 
of translation with a view to more convenient and expeditious work.” 

So far as the scheme is concerned, I should say that this is a move 
in the right direction. The transfer of all translation work of the Police 
Department to a responsible and expert department like that of the 
Bengali Translator to the Government will undoubtedly afford consider- 
r able security to the people concerned, as the Finance Department has 
held out, will secure more efficiency, and, Sir, I might say, that it 
ought to have secured economy as well, because at present a lot of 
identical translation work is done both in the Police office and in the 
office of the Bengali Translator. We, however, find, Sir, that a demand 
has been made for an additional grant and it is proposed to appoint two 
new assistants, one on Its. 250 and another on Its. 200, and also one addi- 
tional stenographer on Its. 175. Well, Sir, as the work in the Trans- 
lator’s office is going to be increased to some extent, I do not grudge 
the department this additional staff, but, Sir, what I object to, is this 
demand for a new grant. The translation work of the Police Depart- 
ment is at present done in the Police office, and from the Police budget 
we find that highly-paid assistants in the Police office are specially 
employed on this work and the Police office also employs several steno- 
graphers, one of whom, it can he assumed, is exclusively kept for this 
kind of work. So, if their work is to he transferred to the Bengali 
Translator’s Department, it follows, as a natural sequence, that these 
assistants, too, should be transferred to the Translator’s office. There- 
fore, Sir, the pro]>er course for the Finance Department should have 
been not to make a demand for a new grant but to ask for the transfer 
of a portion of the Police grant to the General Administration Depart- 
ment. But, Sir, the Finance Department, in spite of all its tall talk 
about rigid economy and the pruning-knife, seems to have overlooked 
the fact. And the result has been that the Police Department is to 
enjoy its full grant, no matter even if its translation work is to \>© done 
elsewhere, and we are asked to vote for a new grant for that purpose. I 
put it to the House whether we should be justified in allowing the 
demand in its present shape. Let the Government ask for a transfer 
of the necessary amount from the Police grant and we shall be too glad 
to allow it, because, Sir, as 1 have said already, we have no quarrel with 
the principle underlying the proposal. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUh HAQ moved that the demand of Rg. 3,325 
under head 44 22. — General Administration — Scheme 6,” for the revision 
of the Bengali Translator’s establishment, be reduced by Rs. 2,600. 

If the above be not carried, he also moved that the demand be 
reduced hv Rs. 105. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: This demand is for certain 

additional establishment in the Bengali Translator’s office. I admit that 
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there u a certain amount of ignorance as to what the Bengali Translator’s 
office does. I myself was ignorant of the details until about thffee years 
ago when I had an occasion to go into the matter. The main work of 
the Bengali Translator, who is the survivor of three Translators — Bengali, 
Urdu and Uriya is, besides translating Bills, proclamations and so forth 
when they come up, to write a weekly report on the vernacular press 
and to compile t yearly report on the vernacular press of the provinoe* 
For that purpose he scrutinises every day the daily vernacular papers 
with the sole view of including them in his weekly reports. When he 
comes across anything particularly worthy of notice, he sends the trans- 
lation of that up to the Chief Secretary. At the same time the identical 
work is going in <4e office of the Commissioner <xf Police and in the 
office of the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch. The work 
there used to be done by executive officers : there was no translator. 
The result was an executive officer was taken off his ordinary executive 
duties and put on the work of going through the daily papers. This 
officer would call the attention of the Commissioner, to any particular 
passage which ap]>eared to him objectionable and then a transla- 
tion of it would be prepared which eventually would wander on to the 
Chief Secretary. When the Director of Information was apjK)inted he 
was the third or fourth person who was required to study the vernacular 
press, and the question arose how he would get his translation work 
done. We then v^ry closely went into the whole question and oame to 
the conclusion that the pro|K»r thing to do was, as the Kumar Sahib 
said, to put all our translation work into one hand — to make the 
Bengali Translator responsible for all translation ^work of Government 
in Calcutta. I may say that if Government wanted to take any uction on 
any of the translations made by the office of the Commissioner of Police 
or of the Deputy Inspector-General, they would have to get that jwrtion 
translated again by the Bengali Translator as they cannot tak*> any action 
on these unofficial translations sent up by the Commissioner of Police or 
the Deputy Inspector-General. Therefore, it was decided that in future 
the work of the Bengali Translator mainly would he to go through all 
the vernacular papers in the province every day. He would have a staff 
of readers who would read these papers and at the same time mark any- 
thing that required the attention of the Chief Secretary, the Commissioner 
of Police, or the Deputy Inspector-General. Anything of ini|>ortttnee 
to these officers would be marked and a summary made on the spot. 
This would entail a considerable amount *of extra work on the Bengali 
Translator’s office. I may say that the Bengali Translator’s office has 
never been to my mind on a very satisfactory footing. The work used 
to come in rushes and we had several applications for extra hands which 
were very difficult for us to resist. It will be observed that two of the 
four posts are already in existence on a temporary basis and we propose 
merely to confirm them. Having decided on the proper lines to take 
for the translation work of the Government offices, we bad to decide 
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what the proper staff of the Bengali Translator's office should be, and 
it was decided, on the lines I have mentioned, that there should be a 
head reader, an assistant reader and four translators. The whole work 
*of that office should be done not merely with a view to taking extracts 
from tlie daily papers, not merely with a view to compile the annual 
report, but for the purjKisc of going through all the vernacu- 
lar papers and of writing a fair note on the tone of the press. The Ben- 
gali Translator had very different ideas as to the staff necessary, but we 
have cut down his proposals considerably. As I have said, the question 
was taken up originally in 1920. We threshed it out and in 1921 we 
finally came to the light staff, hut for want of money the scheme could 
not be started last year. The Finance Department was unable to pro- 
vide for this in the Budget this year, and, therefore, we have put it down 
in the supplementary estimates. I may explain that there has been no 
reduction of establishment in the other offices as this work uh>ed to be 
done in those offices by executhe officers who have now been put to their 
proper executive duties. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: There is a mistake in the 
Hon’ble Member’s statement. 

Mr. H. E. SPRY: Is he in order? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: You cannot now criticise the speech 
of the Hon* hie Member. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Suppose the House is mis- 
led by the statement of the llon’ble Member, 1 think 1 am entitled to 
ask a question. Is it not a fact that there are at least two ministerial 
officers in the Intelligence Branch who are socially employed on this 
work of going through newspapers and translating them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: My impression is that 

there are certainly no such clerks. It is part of the work of the clerks 
of the Intelligence Branch to review the Indian-owned English papers. 
I shall certainly look into this matter. If there is a man whose whole 
time is employed on this translation work, I will certainly see that 
he is transferred to the Translator’s office. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Is there any difference between 

Indian-owned English papers and other English papers? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You cannot cross-examine the 
Hon’ble Member. 
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i Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur’s motion was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : — * 


AYES. 


Atom**, Mwnthl Jafar. 

All, Mr. Syad Natlm. 

All, Munafil Amir. 

Btoattmeliftrjl, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Ctiaudhurl, Babu Klthorl Mohan. 
Ctiaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Ctiaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 

Das Gupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Outt, Ral Bahadur Or. Herldhan. 

Outta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 


Chatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmanl. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazt-ul. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Malllk, Babu Surendra Nath. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Natker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shekhartewar. 

Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlthindra Nath. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A\ 


AJddy, Babu Amulya Ohont. 

Ml, Munthl Ayub. 

Banerjea, the Hen'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Boee, Mr. S. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon’ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Cahen, Mr. D. J. 

Colvin, Mr. G. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Dae, Mr. S. R. 

DeLltle, Mr. J. A. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M- 
Freneh, Mr. F. C. 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogondra Chunder. 
Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Hlndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntlngford, Mr. C. T. 

James, Mr. R. H. L Langford. 

Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 


N0E8 

Kerr, the Hon’ble Sir John. 

Khan, Babu Devsndra Lai. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’ble the. 

MeAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. 0. 

Muir, Mr. R. H. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhone. 

Prentlee, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'blo Sir Abd-ur-. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoy Protad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarlt Bhusan. 

Slnha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Skinner, Mr. H.,E. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 24 and the Noes 46, tbe motion was lost. 
Shah Syed Emdadul Haq’s motions were then put and lost. 


Maulvi A. K. FA2L-UL KAQ: Before we proceed further, I beg 
your lea/e to make a statement to tbe Council of a somewhat personal 
character. I find from the newspapers reports that the Hon ’hie Sir 
John Kerr, in replying to my remarks regarding the representation of 
Muhammadans on the Retrenchment Committee, said that J wanted to 
be on the committee. I take his words to mean that 1 expressed a 
desire to be on the committee, and that, having been refused, I made 
those remarks. I never wanted to be on the committee — it is absolute- 
ly false. If it is a mistake, I hope Sir John Kerr will correct his state- 
ment. I was not present here at the time, I was attending a Corpora- 
tion meeting, or I would have drawn the attention of the Hon’ble 
Member to it at the time. 
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Thi Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: What I said was that from hie 

speech it was evident that if he were appointed to the committee, he 
would Jegard it to be his function to look after the interests of the 
Muhammadan, employees. I did not say that the Maulvi Sahib asked 
to be put on the committee. 

„ Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I am thankful to the Hon’bte 
Member for clearing up this matter. 

* 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I beg to move that the demand 

of Rs. 04,000 under head “ 22 . — General Administration — District 

Administration ’’ for the appointment of circle officers, be refused. 

« 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: I hope, Mr. Dutta, you will be very 
brief because we shall have to finish within half an hour the remaining 
amendments under this head. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I will not take more than three 
minutes. 

It is veil-known that the Village Self-Government Act has not yet 
found favour with the people. In some places the people are decidedly 
antagonistic to the operations of this Act. It is, therefore, necessary 
that the i x tension of the union boards should be made very cautiously 
and slowly. The service of the circle officers in connection with the 
development of the union hoards is still of doubtful utility. Person- 
ally, 1 am not competent to give an opinion, but I have been assured by 
some union presidents that the interference of circle officers has not 
always borne good fruit in their boards, nay it has been reported to me 
by some responsible presidents that the tactlessness of some circle 
officers has l>eon responsible for trouble with the non-co-operation move- 
ment in their areas and unnecessary unpopularity of these particular 
union boards. It has been said in this Council by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson that new sub-deputy collectors are not appointed, as 
circle officers. If 1 am not much mistaken, I think that there are some 
sub-deputy collectors who have been appointed circle officers before 
their confirmation. They are all raw young men. They do not know 
how to mix with people. Well, they are sometimes tactless and I do 
not think that the Village Self-Government Act derives much help from 
such officers. Then, Sir, I find that in some districts, and particularly 
in my own district of Tippera, the number of sub-deputy collectors has 
increased to such a great extent as to draw the attention of the people. 
There are many sub-deputy collectors, for instance, in Comilla, who 
have no office of their own. They do not know where to sit. They go 
into the Collectorate and I have heard complaints from the Collectorate 
clerks that they cannot work because there are too many sub-deputy 
collectors who are wasting their time. Sir, at the present moment there 
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are so many sub-deputy collectors that the appointment of a further 
Imtoh can be easily postponed for another year. 

With these few words, I beg to oppose this demand. 


Mailltfi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: My ground is very nearly the same 
as has been urged by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. I therefore do not 
want to make any speech. , 

Rat Dr* HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I simply support it. I have 
nothing more to say. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I propose that at least 
the grant may be reduced b\ half. My ground is practically the same 
as has been urged by the previous speaker. The only thing 1 would like 
to add is that the fear of taxation has made them unjK>pular in the 
mufassal. To popularise them, they should be taken in gradually. It 
is in this view 1 urge that if the whole grant cannot be refused, at 
least the grant may In* reduced by half. 

I move that the demand of Its. 94,000 under head “ 22. — General 
Administration — Scheme 7 ” be reduced by Rs. 47,000. 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. 94,000 under head “ 22. — General Administration — Scheme 7 M for 
the ap}H>intment of circle officers, lx* reduced by Rs. 30,900. 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

Circle officers are almost unnecessary. The conduct of the majority 
of these officers is reprehensible, whenever they are out on tour. They 
depend largely on others’ hospitality. My colleague, Babu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta, who hails from my district, is also of the same opinion. lie has 
placed a very graphic picture before the House showing 1 vividly the 
pernicious conduct of these ciicle officers. Should the Government 
consider it imperative that there should be such a thing as circle 
officers and their paraphernalia, I am afraid to depute the sub-deputy 
collectors on this work. I do # not know what w ill be the fate of my 
motion, but, as usual, I do not see that the signs are favourable. So I 
implore the Government that instead of 50 circle officers, only 25 may 
be engaged. I would, therefore, reduce Its. 30,900 under this 
head. In the Sadar subdivision of the district of Comilla, one or two 
clerks manage the circle officers’ dufies. Effective economies may 
be made in this manner also. I have formulated a crystallised scheme 
and I should like to place this before the Council. Motions Nos. 27 to 
31 are for the refusal of the whole amount under this head, and No. *32 
is for the reduction by Rs. 47,000. But mine is not a proposal of that 
nature. Arguments will be useless here. The only course left to us 
is to beseech the Government to accede to our prayer. 
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Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support 

the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta for this very patent 
reason which is this. The Local Self-Government Act has to be 
amended. It is very well-known that this piece of legislation is not 
popular in this country and now this sum of Rs. 94,000 is required for 
working this Act. Until the amendment takes plac^ and gets the 
approbation of this Council, this sum of money can never be sanctioned. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 just want to point out that 
the Retrenchment Committee is going to sit from to-morrow. Is it 
desirable that we should go in for this additional expenditure at the 
present moment? Do the Government think that it will add to the 
confidence of the people in the Retrenchment Comi/iittee if, on the one 
hand they constitute a Retrenchment Committee and, on the other 
hand, go on adding to the cost of the administration. They simply 
make the position of the members of the Retrenchment Cohrmittee 
ridiculous if they are to go on like this. T cannot for one moment 
understand what the jmint is in appointing a Retrenchment Committee 
when they go on adding to the expenditure. This would not in my 
humble opinion add to the confidence of the people, in the Retrenchment 
Committee, which is expected to do some good work for the province. I 
think that Government ought to consider all these matters befodlej 
making a demand like this which is practically one lakh of rupees 
recurring expenditure. Tiiis is all T have got to subunit at the present 
moment. 

Maufvi EKRAMUL HUQ: If we want to make the union boards 
a success, it seems to be necessary that we must have circle officers who 
should be in a position to go to the people and explain matters to 
them. It has been said that they are mostly uncivil. This is a thing 
which will* be found everywhere and particularly Government offi- 
cials in the lower rung of the ladder are more or less uncivil, but 
that is a matter which can be cured. Further, it is absolutely neces- 
sary to my mind that they should be appointed so that we may make 
the union boards a success. 

«> 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjoa): So many as 
seven gentlemen have put down their names in favour of these amend- 
ments. It seems to me, Sir, that there is a very considerable amount 
of misapprehension on the subject, and if the TIouse would listen to 
me for a few moments as to what I have got to say, I am sure the 
members who moved these amendment will see their way to modify 
their views, and I hope they will withdraw the amendments. I want 
to ask a simple question and it is very much upon the lines of what 
the last speaker has just observed. I want to ask— Do you of do you 
not want that these union boards should increase in number, and should 
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jgro'w and multiply? This question has to be answered by putting 
another question which goes deeper into the matter. l)o you dr do you 
&ot want efficient, vigorous, and active agencies in the rural areas for 
village water-supply and village medical relief? Sir, we have often 
discussed these questions in this Council Chamber. There* seems to 
be an unanimity of feeling that our water-supply is defective, that our 
medical relief needs to be improved, and 1 say if that is the consensu* 
of opinion which has been heard in this Council Chamber, the Council 
is bound to accept the grant which the Government prays for and to 
reject these amendments. If you want more medical relief in the rural 
areas you must have these union hoards. If you want your village 
water-supply improved you require these agencies. Inasmuch as you 
want them, you must establish these unions, and if you want to estab- 
lish these union hoards, you are bound to have these circle officers. 
The circle officers tour about the country and prepare the ground for 
the union boards. My friend, Mr. Dutt, has referred to his experience 
of Comilla. I bow to his experience, but T have the broader outlook 
and the more extended vision of the w hole of Bengal. 1 have at my dis- 
posal information which affects not only one particular district but all 
the districts of Bengal. And what do 1 find? That in consequence of 
the lack of circle officers, we are not able to push on the great experiment 
of the institution of union boards in the mufassal. Take the case of 
Midnapore. We sent down a special officer to inquire into the matter 
of union -boards in that district. The House is probably aware that 
these union boards have been abolished — all of them — in Midnapore. 
Now our special officer reported — and the District^ Magistrate was of the 
same opinion — that if we had a sufficient number of circle officers, and 
if they had done spade-work in anticipation, this calamity would have 
been averted. Indeed the villagers would have been stiffened in their 
resistance to the pressure of non-co-operation. That was* the state of 
things in the Midnapore district in consequence of the absence of circle 
officers; in consequence of no preliminary work having been done by 
them, the Government had to abolish all the union boards we had in the 
district of Midnapore, and the result has l>een disastrous to the interests 
of that district and the cause of local self-government. Take again the 
case of Bakarganj. Take the case of a district, which is near to the 
district, of my friend, Mr. Indu Bhushan Ihitta, viz., Chittagong. We 
have reports that the establishment of union boards in these districts is 
being delayed in consequence of the 'dearth of the officers; and they 
constitute the vital agency for ensuring medical relief and pro- 
moting water-supply in the villages. These union boards cannot 
indeed be established unless and until you have more circle officers than 
you have at present. Nor is this all. I have my own personal views 
about the village union boards. In the evolution of local self-govern- 
ment, they are bound to be the great vitalizing centres* From them 
will spring that civic spirit which should be diffused throughout the 
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length and breadth of the districts, and the cause of local seH-govem- 
ment will then prosper. The other day we unanimously Teferred the 
Calcutta Municipal Bill to a Select Committee and that Bill represents 
a great advance on the system of local self-government for this city. 
Now, I ask members of this Council, are they going to stand in the 
way of the development of local self-government in the mufassal, while 
they are having this advanced measure in the capital of the province P It 
would be an act of injustice, of unfairness to our people in the 
mufassal. It would retard the growth of local self-government in the 
province. It would interfere with the development of these agencies, 
beneficicnt agencies, which will afford medical relief and supply good 
drinking water, the need of which was so keenly felt in the course of 
last summer. So, I do hope and trust that this House will not accept 
any of these amendments and allow this amount to stand in the supple- 
mentary budget. 

Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta’s motion was then put, and a division was 
taken with the following result: — 


AYE8. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl WatlmudtfTn. 
Ahmad, Munthl Jafar. 

All, Mr. tyad Naslm. 

Ml, Munthl Amir. 

Bhattaoharjl, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Kithorl Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haftxar 
Rahman. 

Ohaudhurl, Ral Harondranath. 

Oat, Babu Bhltmadav. 

Oat Gupta, Ral Bahadur NTbaran Chandra. 
Outt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 


\ Chatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmanl. 

| Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogtndra Chundtr. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. FaiMH. 

I Haq, Shah Syed Emdadut. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftquo Uddln. 

Malllk, Babu Surendi£ Nath. 

MukherJI, Protestor B. C. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Natkor, Babu Horn Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shokharoswar. 

Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoyprotad Singh. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhont. 

Afial, Nawabtada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
All, Mr. Syed Erfan. 

Ml, Munthl Ayub. 

•and, Mr. R. N. 

Bantrjea, tho Hon’blo Sir Surondra Nath. 
Baou, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Boot, Mr. S. M. 

Caroy, Mr. W. L. 

Ohaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Ohaudhurl, the Hon’ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Oahon, Mr. 0. J. 

Colvin, Mr. 0, L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Dat, Mr. B. R. 

Do, Babu PanlndralaJ. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. N. P. 

Emorton, Mr. T. 

FaroouJ, Mr. K. G. M- 
Form tor, Mr. J. Campbott. 


French, Mr. F. C. 

Choto, Mr. D. C. 

Goodo, Mr. S. W. 

Hlndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Hu-tlngford, Mr. C. T. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Jamot, Mr. R. N. L. Langford. 

Kerr, tho Hon’bft Sir John. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Durdwan, 

tho Hon’blo tho. 

MeAlpIn, Mr M. C. 

Mittor, tho Hon'blo Mr. P. C. 

Muir, Mr. R. H. 

Mukhtrjto, Babu Nltya Dhono. 

Prontloo, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, tho Hon’blo Blr Abd-uts 
Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunloh 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 
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W» «taj a Munni Slate*. 

•Warn. Khan Bahatfur AM us. 

S*Uwt«r, Mr. M. C. 

•pry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. M. A. 

S ta p h f n san, Mr. M. L. 

The Ayes being 2(> and the 


•uhrawartfy, Dr. 0k 
Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. A. 

Wllsan, Llsutanant-Colanal R. A. 
Wards warth, Mr. W. C. 


Noes 53, the motion was lost 
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Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri’s motion was then put and lost* 
Shah Syed Emdadul Haq’s motion was then put and lost. 

At this stage, Shah Syed Emdadul Uaq asked for a division. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: May 1 rise to 
a point of order? How ran a member ask for a division after you 
have declared the motion as lost ? 


Mr. E. SPRY: May I ask a question? If a momlter stands 
almost alone, is he entitled to a division for the mere asking? 

Tit® DEPUTY-PRESIDENT! There is nothing in the rules against 
it. What I shall do is to ask those who are in favour of Shah Sahib's 
notion to stand in their seats. 

There being only 3 in favour of it and 24 against, the motion was 
ost. 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Many of the members have not 
leard what you said. Will you please say it again? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: We cannot go 
>n in this fashion. I protest against all this. You have given us a 
uling. You said that those who were in favour ought to stand and 
nly three stood up. 

Bebu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May we not ask questions? 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Rs. 246 
nder head “ 22. — General Administration — Scheme 9 ” for the enter- 
gunment of an additional permanent clerk on Rs. 36 in the Accounts 
►ranch of the Bankura ( ollectorjite, be reduced by Rs. 45. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR off 
URDWAN: The Shah Sahib has not explained why he wants to reduce 
ur demand for Rs. 245 by Rs. 45 and to make it Rs. 200. I must 
ppose the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Rs. 182 
ader head ‘ 22. — General Administration — Scheme 10 ” for the employ- 
ment of two additional peons on Rs. 13 — i —17 each per mensem in the 
tamps and Accounts Department of the Dacca Oollectorate be reduced 
f Ra. #1. 
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He delivered his speech in Bengali, the translation of which is as 
follows 

Usually three to five peons are engaged at the rate of two atmas 
per hour. At this rate Rs. 13 becomes the pay of a peon per month 
excepting the holidays. I do not think two peons are necessary at all, 
so I would refuse one peon’s pay. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I have got one minute and within that time I hope I 
shall finish. 

The proposal for the employment of two peons in the Stamps and 
Accounts Department of the Dacca Collectorate was received in Novem- 
ber, 1921, and has been carefully examined in the Secretariat. The 
Collector has r<>i>orted that owing to the introduction of the Circle 
system and the service of process through the Presidents of Unions, the 
number of process-serving ]x»ons in the district has been reduced from 
81 to 49. It is, therefore, no longer practicable to depute from time to 
time for work in these two department, process-serving ]>eons who 
might be waiting for their turn to go out to the mufassal for purposes 
of serving processes. Coolies had therefore to he employed and paid 
at the rate of two annas per hour, the cost of which was not less than 
Rs. 22-8-0, and may exceed Rs. 32-4-0 a month, when transactions in 
the Stam]>8 Department are heavier. The employment of the permanent 
peons will greately facilitate Government work without entailing any 
additional cost. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQs The time allotted by His Excellency 
the Governor for the discussion of this particular demand having been 
exceeded, I should like to know why the demand should not. lapse for 
want of time. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: As the time is up, I shall now put 
each motion formally and take the opinion of the Council on it. 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: That the demand of Rs. 36,750 
under head “ 22. — General Administration Scheme 11 ” for the diet 
allowances of witnesses attending criminal courts, he reduced by 
Rs. 6,750. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: That the demand of Rs. 2,700 for 
expenditure under head “ 22 . — General Administration,” for the pur- 
chase of a new boat for the Subdivisional Officer, Contai, be refused. 
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The following motion was then put : 

® HA ” ®Tf° EMDADUL HAQ: •• That .he demand for I? 3 . 2.700 
under head — General Administration -Scheme 1-1.’ for the pur- 

bv a K 8 °2,.?00 e - W f ° r Slll,,h ' lMO '’ al <’onta,. U- reduced 

A division was taken with the following Jesuit : 


Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 


AYES. 

j Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhond? 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banerjea, the Men'ble Sir Surendra Hath. 
Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bose, Mr. 6 % M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Cohen, Mr. O. J. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Das, Mr. fi. R. 

Oe, Babu Fanlndralal. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M- 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

French, Mr. F. C. • 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Hlndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntlngford, Mr. C. T. 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Kerr, the Hon’blo Blr John. 

The Ayes being 2 and the N< 
The following motions wcic tl 


j Khan, Babu Devendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftque Uddln. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Mahara jadhlra Ja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

Malllk, Babu Burendra Nath. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. c. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhone. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlsh 
Chandra. 

| Roy, Mr. BIJoyprosad Blngh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Raja Manllofi Singh. 

6kinner, Mr. H. E. 

8pry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. j. a. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 1 
j Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. p. 
i Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

!‘ s 47. the motion was lost. 

(*n put and lost : — 1 


Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That Ihc .Icumml of Its K.OOO for 
!»xpfiidit lire u tide i head “22 — Geiu'ial Admmistiatioii,’ f,„ the pur- 
chase of a sea-tfonitf boat foi the Nubdix isional Officer, (fox’s ]fuzar, ho 
refused. ” 


8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of ]{s. 8,000 

mder head ‘ 22. — General Administration for the puichasc of a new 
lea-going boat for the Subdivisional Officer, (ox’s Bazar be reduced 

iv R h . 4,000.” 

The undermentioned motion was then put: 

Maulvi A, K, FAZL-UL HAQ: ‘‘That the demand of Its. i‘j,150 
or expenditure under bead “22 - General Administration,’ for the 
lupply of a suitable cutter and jolly boat for the Sunder bang Sub- 
Deputy Collector, 24-Parganas, be refused.” 


21 



310 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[7th July 


A division was taken with the following result: — 

t 

AYES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wasimuddln. 
All, Mr. tyed Naslm. 

Bhattaeharjl, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Harendranath. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Babu tndu Bhushan. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazl-ul. 


Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

, Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

; Mukharji, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 

I Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra Klshor. 
Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Slnha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shahecd. 


NOES 


Aridy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. 

Basu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Bose, Mr. 6. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyld 
- Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Das, Mr. 6. R. 

De, Babu Fanlndralal. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 

Coode, Mr. S. W. 

Hlndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntlngtord, Mr. C. T. 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

The A ves being 10 and t lie Noes 

The following motion was then 


Kerr, the Hon'ble r»lr John. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raflque Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

Malllk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

MuAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Muir, Mr. R. H. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhone. 

Prentice, Mr W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur*. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlsh 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Bljoyprosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

■>. the motion was lost. 

put and lost : — 


SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of Ks. 12,150 
undei head 22 — General Administration — Seheme l(i ’ he reduced 
hy IN. 3,150.” 

I he hdlownig motion was, hy lea'ie of the Fount il, withdrawn: — 


Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINCH ROY : “ That (he demand for 
Ks 1 ,S0.r>,SJ under head J.?. — (leneral AdiniiU'dratioii ’ he reduced 
hy Its. 5 0.0(H).” 

u 

The following motion was ]>ut and lost: — 

M&ulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: That the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ 22. — General Administration ’ he refused.” 

The original demand that a sum of Ks. 1.80,582 he granted for 
expenditure under head " 22.— General Administration ” was then put 
and ugreed to. 



1922 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 




24. — Administration of Justice. 

« 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) : I mow that a sum ol Rs. so, 20(1 he giantcd under 
head “ 24. — Administration of Justice.” 


Motions for reduction. 

The following motion was, In lea\e of the Council, withdrawn: — 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: " That the demand tor Rs. 1,0;, 0. 
under head ‘21. — Admin 1 st i at ion of Justice — Scheme 1 * being the 
jirovision toi 10 menials at Rs. 15 each for temporaiiK strengthening 
the* lower division of the ministerial establishment be reduced by 
Rs. 525.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand 
f oi a sum of Rs. 170 for the installation of a telephone m the lesideiiee 
of the Rcgistrai undei head “ 21. — Administration of Justice— I — Con- 
tingencies ” lx* refused. 

The amount we know is almost insignificant, hut that is not m\ 
point. The point is whether we should piovidc telephone eonneef ions 
in tin* houses of out If i <*• h Cmnt Rcgisjjars. I understand that the 
Chief Justic e of the High Cmnt of Calcutta has a teh*phone connection 
at his residence, but that is maintained by bis Loidslnj, out of Ins 
own pocket. Theie is no reason why tin* Registrar of the High 
Court should have a teh*phone connection at his residence at public 
exjxmsc. I understand the Rcgistrai is head of the ministerial estab- 
lishment ol the Ili^h (’ouit onl\ : that being so, I fail to understand why 
lie should reijiiiie a telephone connection at his residence jjt all. A 
connection at his office loom is sufficient ; what need could theie for 
a telephone at his piivate lesideiiee Y That is my reason for moving' 
this motion, and 1 ask my fiiends to consider whether this grant is at 
all necessary. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: As regaids this, the Registrar 
of t he Original Side of the High Court does a lot of business m Ins 
private residence, and for that purpose he leipiires the in* of a tele- 
phone. Ilf* has to communicate \erv fr*r(juently with the Attornevs 
■with whom he does business, and it is necessary in the opinion of the 
High Court that a telephone should lx* at his disjiosal. (hi the Apfwd- 
late Side, tin* Registrar is provided with a telephone, so also is the 
Deputy Registrar, and 1 believe, the Assistant Registrar. The High 
Court wrote to us saying that it would greatly promote the despatch of 
business if the Registrar of the Original Side had a telephone* at his 
residence. 
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Ah regards the Chief Justice’s telephone, I know the cost of this is 
borne by his Lordship personally, but we cannot expect the Registrar 
to pay for the telephone in his residence which is used for Government 
business. The Registrar has to communicate with the outside world; 
and the High Court consider that it is necessary for the proper discharge 
of business that lie should have a telephone. I submit, therefore, that 
in a matter like this, the opinion of the High Court should be given 
due weight. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 move that the demand of 
Rs. 8,250 under bead “ 24. — Administration of Justice ” for miscel- 
laneous items of expenditure in the Appellate Side, Calcutta High 
Court, be refused. 

Looking at the details given, we find that this sum of Rs. <8,250 is 
made up of a provision toi wooden boards toi lecords costing Rs. 2,000, 
dextrine paste and' chiffon tor tin* Recoid Depaitment Rs, 500, matting 
for the floor of the Record Department lh. 250, miscellaneous charge 
for the Record Department Rs. 500, and then the replacement of clucks, 
mats, etc., in tin* Court building Rs. 5,000. 

Tin* last three items, I submit, seem to me at an\ rate to be extreme- 
ly extravagant. In the first place I do not know w‘hat tins charge for 
paste, etc., is and why it should cost such a high figure as Rs. 500; 
secondly, the replacement of ducks , mats, etc., I should like to know* 
what this “ etcetera means and why it should cost of such a high figure. 
I shall not pass m\ motion if the llon'ble Member will assure me that he 
will see whether this item cannot be reduced. I would be quite con- 
tent with a reasonable deduction. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : I refei to the details given here. 
My information is — [terhnps Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq will know if 1 am 
correct — that the clucks and mnls for the floor in the High Court are not 
in proper condition and require replacing. I do not really see on what 
basis we are in a position to cut down this estimate, but I shall bear in 
mind what Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq says and we are prepared to ask the 
High Court to consider if any of these estimates can be reduced. 
Otherwise I do not think it feasible for this Council to go into details of 
this nature. AVe shall ask the High Court if they ran reduce the 
estimates. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 fully appreciate what has been 
stated by the llon’ble Member, I therefore beg leave to withdraw the 
motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 



1922 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


313 


• 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 5,000 
under head 41 24. — Administration of Justice — Scheme 7 ” # for the 
replacement of chirks , mats, etc., in the Court buildings, be reduced by 
Rs. 2,500. 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: We have given full details, 
here. This is the same as the former motion; 1 need not say anything 
more. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. 4,000 under head “ 24.— Administration of Justice - Scheme 8" 
for furniture and office equipment, be reduced by Hs. 500. 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 

Tho Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM! 1 have nothing more to add to 
what 1 have already said. 

Tho motion was then put and lost. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn ; — 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: ” That the demand for Hs. 25.000 
under head ‘ 24 -^Administration of Justice — Scheme 0’ for the ui>- 
keep of houses of detention and children's courts at Alipore, Howrah 
and Calcutta, he reduced by Rs. 5,000.” 

The following motion was deemed to he withdrawn, as the member 
was absent : — 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: < That the demand of 
Rs. 25,000 undei head ‘ 24 — Administration of Justi<e ’ Ui the Juve- 
nile Court and detention house of juvenile offenders, lie reduced by 
Rs. 5,000.” 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: 1 move that the demand for 
Rs. 630 under head “ 24. — Administration of Justice — Civil and Sessions 
Court — Establishment — Scheme 10 for the stenographer for the 
District Judge of Dinajpui, he refused. 

This relates to the pay of the stenographer to the District Judge of 
Dinajpur. In tin* remarks column on page 40 of the Supplementary 
Demand for Grants, one of the grounds shown for the need of a steno- 
grapher is to save time in writing out judgments. In this connection 
I beg to say that under the law, judgments must he written by the 
Judge himself, except otherwise expressly provided by the law which 
enjoined it. Moreover, the District and Sessions Judges are not the 
same hard worked officers as they were, and it would be merely luxury 
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to provide them with a stenographer. Moreover, there are things 
which .should not be left to a stenographer, and I object to it on 
principle. 1 suggest its refusal. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA! J beg to support the motion 
that has been moved bv Raja Maniloll Singh Roy that the demand of 
Rs. MO under head “ 24.— Administration of Justice-- (’ivil and Ses- 
sions Courts ” for the stenogiapher foi the District Judge of Dinajpur 
be refused. 

I do not understand why ceitain Judges should require stenographers 
for their help. They can wiite judgments just as well and much more 
quickly themselves. The "ay m which the stenographers take down 
the judgments of the Judge especially in the mufassul, where you can- 
not get such expert stenograplieis as we have got here in the Legisla- 
tive Council, must lie unsatisfactory ; in fact, they must take ipore time 
un taking down the judgments than would have been the case, had the 
Judge himself had written the judgments. 

Then, 1 believe the Additional Judges and the Subordinate Judges 
are more haidwoiked than the Sessions Judges, and if t liey can manage 
without stenographers, it is absolutely unieasonalde to think that the 
Sessions Judges should requite the help of stenogiaphers. Formerly 
District Magishates had no stenographers. Now they have all got steno- 
graphers, who glor\ in the name of confidential cleilfr Formcily when 
jieoplc addressed letters to District Magistiates, they replied wuth 
then own hands, but now, it is tin* confidential < lerks who tyjie the 
letters. Tlie meanujg is pnieeth deal. Oflicers arc getting indolent. 
1 do not know if it is the effect ol tin* hot (limate, but we cannot allow 
our olliceis to come into the eategoiy ol lotus-eaters. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 0,40 
undei hemf “ 24. — Administration of Justice — Scheme 10 ” l>e refused. 

lie delivered his sjH'eth in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

This expenditure is absolutely unnecessary , and 1 am sorry to say 
that these unnecessary expenses are converting the granaries of Bengal 
into the resting places ol dead bodies. The District Judges had no 
stenographers at any time. But now luxuiy demands this. Why, the 
District Judges, if they are so minded can very well get on without 
stenographers. It the District Judge of Dmajpui is provided with a 
shorthand typist, the result "ill he that others will come on and gradu- 
ally get theirs sanctioned too. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : R aja Maniloll Singh Roy raises* 
a question of law and thinks that it is against the law for District and 
Sessions Judges to dictate their judgments. 1 must say that I am rather 
surprised to hear this statement. If that were the law, as the Raja 
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suggests, then I am afraid many a judgment dictated to stenographers 
must be declared to be void. 1 should say on the contrary tlmt it is 
really the intention ot the law that as soon as Judges have heard the 
arguments they should piouiptly deliver their judgments and they can 
best do so with the help of stenographers. It is my experience, and it 
is the experience of most men who had to deal with courts of law that 
a Judge can promptly get through his business it he has a stenographer* 
to take down his judgment. I think it is a detect in our judicial arrange- 
ment that all our District Judges are not piowded with stenographers. 

1 have experience of another Presidency where selected subordinate 
judges and even munsits aie piovided with stenogiaphers. (A voice: 
“Where is it!*'”) In Madras. That 1 think is a move m the right 
direction and we ought to encourage the system in Bengal Except two 
or three District and Sessions Judges, all the others are provided 
with stenographers and 1 do not really understand the argument that the 
provision of stenographers will tend to make the Judges lazy. He has 
to sit the whole da\ in Court and it he has a shoithand wiitn to take 
down his judgments, surely he would get through his work (pucker 
than it lie were to wtite out his judgments himself on the bench. 1 
can assure the Council that the wilting out of judgments in Court would 
occupy a tail proportion ot time ot the Court. Many questions can he 
disposed ot at once by a few woids dictated to a stenographer. I would 
stionglv uige thisjxunt ot view on the consideration ot the Council. 

Raja Maniloll Singli Ron’s motion was then put and a division wan 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Waslmuddln. 
Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klshorl Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 

Das, Babu Bhlshmadev. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Babu indu Bhushan. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Faxl-ul. 


Haq, Shah 8yed Emdadul. 

Moltra, Dr. Jatlndra Nath. 
Mukharjl, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 
Ray, Kumar Shlb Shekhareswar. 
Roy, Mr. Bljoy Prosad Singh. 
Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 


NOES. 


A*dy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

All, Mr. Syed Naslm. 

Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Batu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Bose, Mr. S. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
Hfcweb All. Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Dot, Mr. S. R. 

DeLlale, Mr. J. A. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M* 


French, Mr. F. C. 

Chatak, Ral Bahadur Nilmanl. 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
Coodi* Mr. S. W. 

Hlndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

Kerr, the Hon’ble Sir John. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’ble the. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukhorjl, Professor S. C. 

Prontloo, Mr. W. D. R. 
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Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abdur*. Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Slnha, Bkbu Surendra Narayan. Walsh Mr. C. P. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. Wilson, Lleutenant-Colonel R. P. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. j Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

The Ayes being 15 and the Noes 40, the motion was lost. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that the demand of 
Its. 030 under head “ 24. — Administration of Justiee — Civil and Sessions 
Judges — Scheme 11 ” for the stenographer for the District Judge of 
Jessore he refused. 

I do not think that 1 need add anything more to what T have already 
said. I may, however, submit that the Hoii’hle «i lie Chief Justice of 
Bengal is rej>orted to have said that stenogi a pliers cannot take down 
law points. They do not know enough law to lie able to rejxirt law 
jHiints correctly. 

Mr. H. E. SPRY: 1 object to this statement. How does the mem- 
ber know that the llon’ble the Chief Justice has said that stenographers 
cannot take down law points P 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: It was reported in the news- 
papers that the Chief Justice had said that stenographers cannot take 
down law points as the Judge himself would wish it. Moieover, in the 
niutassal ioi Us 031) we cannot get a good stenographer. If w*e want 
to have a capable stenographer like the ones we have in this Council, 
we shall want at least Its. 3,000 a year. I am afiaid, therefore, that if 

we allow this grant this \ear, we shall he conhorited next yeai with a 

further giant of 1U. 2,000 for each stenographer foi each Additional 
Distiict Judge. So 1 would ask tin* Council to nip the thing in the 
hud now. 

SHAH fcYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 030 
under head “ 24. — Admmistiation of Justice — Scheme 11 ” Ik* refused. 

Tin* mover addressed the Council in Bengali in support of the motiou. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAH IM : I do not think that I can add 
to what 1 haw* already said. 1 submit that there is a necessity for 

eutei taming these stenographers and that we ought to encourage the 

practice of dictating judgments. 

The motion was then put arid lost. 

On the Deputy-President explaining to Shah Syed Emdadul Haq that 
Motion No. 00 was on the same footing as No. 30 (General Administra- 
tion) relating to the diet allowances of witnesses, Shah Syed Emdadul 
Haq withdrew’, with the leave of the Council, the following motion: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 10,880 under head 4 24. — Administration 
of Justiee — Scheme 12 ’ be reduced by Rs. 5502 ’ 
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The following motion of Muulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Hnq was, by leave 
of the (Council, withdrawn: — • 

44 That the demand for expenditure under head * 24. — Administra- 
tion of Justice ’ be refused.” 

The original demand that a sum of Km. SO, 200 lie granted under 
head ” 24. — Administration of Justice ” was then put and agreed to 


25. — Jails and Convict Settlements. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [ JAIL8J 
(the Hon’ble Sir ^bd-ur- Rahim): 1 move that a sum ot Rs. 12,340 be 
granted under head “ 25. — Jails and Convict Settlements. ” 

The following motions standing m the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Ha(| wvre, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand ot Hs. 3,f>00 under head ‘ 2ft. — Jails and Con- 
vict Settlements — Scheme 1 ’ be reduced by Its. 795.” 

“ That the demand of Its. 3,500 under head ‘ 25. — Jails and Con- 
vict Settlements' — Scheme 2 ’ be refused.” 

The following motions standing in the name of Rabu Annada Cliaran 

l)utt weic, m the absence of the member, declin'd to be withdrawn: 

• 

44 That the demand ol Its. 5,000 under head ‘ 25. — Jails and Con- 
vict Sett lenient. v — Scheme 3 ’ foi revised scale ot pay allowed to a hole- 
time medical subordinates attached to Jail hospitals be reduced by 
Rs. 2,000.” 

44 That the demand of Rs. 340 under head 4 25. — Jails and Convict 
Settlements — Scheme 4 ’ for the revision of pay ot the teaching stall 
of the Juvenile Jail, be reduced by Rs. 200.” 

Uic following motion standing in the name of Muulvi A K. Fuzl-ul 
Haq was, b\ lease of the Council, withdrawn:— 

“ That the demand for expenditure under head 4 25. — Jails and Con- 
vict Settlements ’ l>e refused.” 

The orginal demand that a sum of Rs. 12,340 be granted under head 
4 2*5. — Jails and Convict Settlements ’ was then put and agreed to. 

The Allocation of Business. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Order! order! A petition w’as pre- 
sented to His Excellency the Governor, and this is the reply which 
His Excellency has sent to me: — 

44 The allocation of business is decided at the beginning of each 
session and the days set apart for private business are fixed by me at 
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such a number as in my judgment represents a fair and reasonable pro- 
jKirtion o i the whole time of the session. All the remaining days are 
reserved for Government business, and so long as time is apportioned 
on this principle, each day must be reserved for the business allotted to 
it. The amount of time allowed for private business cannot be increased 
by admitting such business in the unutilised portion of the day reserved 
for Government business. The members ol the Government on whom 
a great strain is imposed by the large number of questions and resolu- 
tions put down by private members have to prepare their work in accord- 
ance with a time table fixed at the beginning of the session, and it would 
not lie fair to require them at tin* end of the day set apart for Govern- 
ment business, unexpectedly and without pievious notice, to deal with 
resolutions moved by private members.” 

Adjournment. 

The Gouncil was then adjourned till Monday, tbe 10th July, 10‘J‘J, at 
1*.M . , at the Town Hull, (’ulcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled uoder the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thk Council met m the Council Chumbei m the Town Hall* ( 1 aleutta, 
on Monday, the lO^^duh, 1922, at 3 r.M. 

Present: 

The Deputy-President in the 1 Chair, the Hon’ hie the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Hon'ble the three Ministers, and 98 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Revision of the curricula of studies. 

•LX. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Is the Hon’ble 
the Mimstei in chaise of the Department of Education considering the 
desirability of taking early steps in consultation with the University 
of Calcutta and the Texi-book Committee for revising the curricula of 
studies tor tin* different examinations with a view to their improvement V 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): The question is too •vague for a definite 
reply. The euriieuln of the se< ondary and highei courses an* fixed by 
the Univeisity. As foi the ic*<t, the syllabus lor primary schools has 
recently been levised and that of the “ It ” final course is under revision. 
N o fuithei action is contemplated at present. * 


Simplicity and discipline amongst students. 

•LX I. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Has the 

attention of the Hon’ble the Minister foi Education been drawn to the 
desirability of fostering in students, while m hostels and boarding 
houses, a habit of simplicity and well-disciplined behaviour, suited to 
their respective jKisitions in life? # 

(h) Is the Hon’ble tin* Minister in charge of the Department of 
Education considering the desirability of appointing suitable whole- 
time .sujHuintendents of hostels and boarding institutions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Though I have not had my 

attention drawn to the questions speeially, I have long been of opinion 
that simplicity and discipline are essential parts of education. 
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(ft) No. It is the policy of Government to appoint Resident Super- 
intendents from the staffs of the Colleges and Schools to which the 
hostels and hoarding houses are attached as they bring to their duties 
the influence of their position, a jxjwer of control and tact which are 
not likely to he found in Sujierintendents apjxwited on any other 
system . 


Members of Council as non-official visitors of Jails. 

*LX 1 1. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: (a) 

Will the Hon’ hie the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue 
(Jails) he pleased to state whether effect has, in any case, been given to 
the resolution of this Council with regard to the appointment of the 
members of this Council, as “ non-official visitors ” of Jails in the 
mufassal, winch resolution he was pleased to accept on the “3rd of 
February last on behalf of the Government? 

(ft) If so, where and in how many cases has effect Wen given? 

( e ) If no effect has yet been given, will the Tlon’hle the Member 
he pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(tho Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): {a), (ft) and (e) Separate action 
has not been taken b\ this Government on the recommendations con- 
tained in the resolution referred to but they have Wen tonsidered in 
connection with the revision of the Jail Code rules relating to the 
appointment and duties of visitors in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions made by tin* Jail Committee. The following rule will lie published 
shortly : — 

“ Members of the Legislative Council shall also lie appointed as non- 
official visitors, two for each central or district jail, and one for each 
sub-jail of their constituency or within the district in which they ordi- 
narily reside. If tin* number of members exceeds the number thus 
required, memWrs shall be appointed m rotation for such [>eriods as may 
he convenient. The appointments sludl be made by the Commissioners 
of Divisions and notified m the Calcutta Gazette. When any such 
visitor ceases to he a member of the Legislative Council he shall thereby 
cease to he a visitor.” 

After publication, this rule will be carried into effect generally in the 
jails to which it is applicable. As regards political prisoners the whole 
question of their treatment in prison is now’ under eonsideraton of the 
Government. 

Rgj NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: Will the 
lion ’hie the Member kindly explain the meaning of the word ” gener- 
ally ” in the last part of his reply? 
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The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: It means with reference to all 
prisoners, this rule will be carried into effect. As regards .political 
prisoners, the whole question is under consideration. 


Non-payment of salaries to professorial staffs of the Law College, 

Calcutta. 

•LXIII. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DOTT: {a) Is the llonTde the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that the 
professorial staffs of the University Law College and tin* Postgraduate 
De]>artment have not reconed their salaries for the months of April and 
May, 1922 ? 

( h) If so, will the llon'hle the Minister l>e pleased to state when 
the said salaries will be paid and what steps, if any , will be taken to 

prevent* delay s in tut uie m tin* payment of salaries? 

e 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The Government had no offi- 
cial information oi knowledge on the ])oint, but since lecemng notice 
of the question the University has informed Government that the 
salaries foi April have been paid in some cases but those for May have 
not been paid at all. 

(ft) Government have very recently been informed by the Calcutta 
University that salaries ai<* being paid as money is coming in. 

Revision of salaries of the ministerial officers. 

♦LXIV. Mr. K. C. M. FAROQUI: (a) Wifi the llon’hle thr 
Member in charge of tin* Dcpaitment of Finance be pleased to state 
whether it has been decided to give effect to the recommendations con- 
tained in the majority report of tin* Ministerial Officers Salaries’ Com- 
mittee oi those m tin* minority report which have been accepted by this 
Council in its Resolution No 2b, dated the 5th September, 1921 Y 

(ft) It tin* former, on what grounds has the resolution of the Council 
been voted ? 

( r) Does the percentage of •increase on tin*, total cost as projiosed 
in the minority iejxut exceed that allowed to the members of other 
services Y 

(tf) Will the TIon’ble the Member be pleased to state when Govern- 
ment contemplate giving effect to the prpjMiscd revision of pay and from 
what date Y 

(e) Will effect be given to it retrospectively from 1st April, 1921, 
as in other sei vices, and as already provided for in the last year’s 
budget Y 

(/) Are the Government aware of the wide-spread discontent amongst 
the members of the ministerial service caused by the delay in revising 
their salaries Y 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
8ir John Kerr): (a) and (b) Government luive been unable to accept 
in their entirety the recommendations of either report. In framing 
their proposals to the Government of India, the local Government gave 
due weight to the (Ymncil resolution of the 5th September, 1921. 
Generally, however, they have been unable to accept it on the following 
grounds 

(/) The great cost involved in giving effect, to the proposals of the 
minority report as compared with the majority. 

(2) The fad that the minority rejrorl is bused on an inaccurate and 
excess! \e estimate of the increased cost of living, while the 
majority report was framed on the most accurate informa- 
tion available. 

(«>) The minority report ignores the effect on tin* pay of ministerial 
officers of their being allowed to count past sendee for incre- 
ment in the new time-scales. 

(r) As the increase involved in the minority icport is approximately 
7<S |m*i cent, the answer is generally speaking, yes. 

(<l) It is promised to gi\e effect to the i (‘ vision from the 
1st January, 1922. 

(r) No. 

(/) Representations to this effect ha\e been received It is ho]>ed 
to issue final orders giving effect to the revision at an Nearly date. 


Admission of Muhammadan girls into the Bethune 
Collegiate School. 

*LXV. Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the TIon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
it is correct that recently Muhammadan girls were refused admission 
into the Bethune Collegiate School in Calcutta? 

(b) If so, will the Ilon’ble tin* Minister be pleased to state the 
grounds on which such admission was refused? 

(c) If there lx* any rule of the institution prohibiting such admission 
of Muhammadan students, are the Government considering the desir- 
ability of withdrawing or abolishing the same? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) Government are advised" that in terms of tin* deed of conveyance 
executed In the late Hoidble J. E. 1). Bethune and the late Babu 
Dakshina llanjan Mukliarji, by which the properties of the Bethune 
Collegiate School were transferred to Government, non -Hindu girls are 
not entitled to admission into the school. The disability, however, does 
not apply to the college. 

(c) The disability not being due to any rule framed by Government, 
it is not possible to withdraw it. 
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Dacoity in the district of Midnapore. 

•LXVI. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (<i) Is the llon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that during the 
last few months there have occurred several cases of serious dacoity in 
the district of Midnu]>ure? 

(/>) If so, will the llon’ble the Member lx* pleased to stab' the 
number of such dacoities during the last year? 

( r ) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that a panic has overtaken the 
people as a result ot these dacoities which are attended sometimes with 
murder and other \ iolent means ? 

(ft) Is the Hon’ble tin* Member in a position to state tin* causes of 
these dacoities and*their character and also the steps, if any, which the 
Government have taken to put a stop to them? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (</), (h) and (r) This year up to the 21st June, 
J Of) eases of dacoity occurred, of which four were attended with murder 
and one with severe assault. In 1921, then* were 94 cases of dacoity, 
four being w ith murder. 

(<l) To a great extent tin* non-co-ojierut ion movement has been tin* 
cause of t ho increase by spreading contempt for lawful authority, dis- 
locating the chaukidari admmistiation and diverting tin* energies of iho 
regular and rural* police from their preventive duties and tin* surveil- 
lance of criminals. Pieventive measures against ceitain gangs have 
been taken by means of extensive armed patrols under tin* personal 
supervision of d Assistant Su|K»rmtendents of Holme. On the 1th Febru- 
ary, 1922, an armed patrol came ujxni a paity of dacoits committing 
highway robbery. Two ol the dacoits, one of whom was armed with 
a sword, attacked a constable who fired in self-defence, killing both men. 
They were subsequently identified as the notorious leadef of a large 
gang- and his chief lieutenant. Action under section 110 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code and also under the Criminal Tribes Act is being 
taken against others. As a result of investigation into certain eases, 
useful information has recently been obtained and numerous arrests 
made. It is rejKirted that since these captures the situation has 
improved. A detective department for the district has also Iwen sanc- 
tioned recently. 


Withdrawal of orders issued under the Criminal Law Amendment Acts 
and the number of persons arrested, etc., under those Acts. 

•LXVII. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the non 1 bio 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of withdraw- 
ing the various orders issued since the 17th November last, declaring 
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different associations unlawful as well as the orders of the Commis- 
sioner of, Police, Calcutta, prohibiting public meetings and processions 
in Calcutta? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state separately 
the number of persons hitherto— 

(i) arrested, 

(it) sentenced, and 

(?n) released after being convicted and sentenced in Calcutta and 
other parts of Bengal since the 17th November for defying the orders 
referred to in (a)? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) The orders of the Commissioner of Police 
referred to are no longer in force. As regards the other orders, Govern- 
ment are watching the situation. < 

(b) A statement showing the total number of persons arrested, con- 
victed, etc., is laid on tin* table. The figures for Calcutta include cases 
in which the orders of the Commissioner of Police prohibiting meetings 
and processions were defied. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause ( h ) of starred question 
No. LXVII showing number of persons arrested under the Indian 
Criminal Law Amendment Art including number convicted , dis- 
charged or released by Government during the period from the 
28th November , 1921 , to 30th May, 1922. 


— 

Number 

arrested. 

Number 

(lisoliHtged. 

Number 

convicted. 

Nnml>er 
r•de.^J^^d' , by 
Government. 

Number 
whose 
sentences 
ha ee been 
reduced. 

Calcutta 

6,551 

068 

3,132 

l,969f 

831 

Farid pur 

653 

119 

456 

227 

... 

Bakarganj 

124 

n 

73 

1 

... 

Mymentmjgh 

343 

41 

200 i 

! 

17 

4 

Dacca 

i 

528 

59 

1 

345 

81 

... 

Howrah ... j 

282 ' 

6 

260 ! 

i 

3 


Rirbhum 

10 

5 

i 

« I 


... 

Burdwan 

i 

64 

1 

! 

18 

... 


• These flg ures do not include owe of release on npiry of sentence. 

t All juveutle prisoners under the age of 16 years were also released from Alipore and Presidency kit*. Their 
number is not known. 
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— 

N amber 
arreeted. 

Member 

di*ch*rgrd. 

Number 

eoovtoled. 

Number 
released* by 
Government. 

If amber 
wbeee 
•etitenoee 
have been 
reduoed. 

Midnapore 

... 

24 

3 

17 

... 

... 

Bogra 

... 

137 

7 

64 

... 


Dtoajpur 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Kang pur 

... 

336 

33 

296 

11 


Pabna 

• 

147 

16 

... 

2 


24-Parganas 

... 

202 

35 

52 

... 

... 

Jeseore • 

... 

! io 

3 

5 

• •• 

... 

Nadia 


124 

7 

68 

7 

... 

Chittagong 

... 

672 

101 

627 

69 

... 

Tippera 

... 

62 

19 

7 

2 


Noakltali 

... 

68 

5 

4 

2 

... 

Jalpaiguri 

• M 

<B 

103 

I 

2 

2 

... 


Hooghly 

... 

... 

... 

... 

m 

... 

Rajahahi 

... 

10 

... 

7 

... 

... 


• Theae fUrnree do not lnclud cnee* of rvleane on expiry of w iitcuce. 
t Transferred from OekuitU and other jail*. 


Interviews allowed to speoial dess prisoners. 

•LXVIII. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the IWble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that ^until recently special class prisoners 
were allowed interviews in the rooms either of the Jail Sujwrintendent 
or the Jailor of the Alipore Central Jail P 

( b ) Is it a fact that recently the Jail Superintendent of the Alipore 
Central Jail has ordered these prisoners to have their interviews in what 
is regarded as a “ cage ” by such prisoners? 

(c) Is it a fact that the prisoners have declined to have interviews 
with anyone under these conditions ? 

(d) Are the Government taking any steps to remove these conditions P 

The Hon*bfe Sir ABD4JR-RAHIM: (a), ( b ) and (c) Yes. 

(i) The matter is under the consideration of Government 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the Member be 

pleased to state the reasons for this recent departure, evidently made by 
the present Jail Superintendent in the case of ordinary special class 
prisoners like Mr. Sasmal, Mr. J. L. Banarji, Maulvi Azad and others 
to have interviews in what is regarded as a cage ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIMs I must have notice of that* 
question. 

Babu IHDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Is it a fact that owing to the 
enforcement of this system of interview in a cage, pardanashin ladies, 
like the wife of Hakim Masibur Rahuman, are unatye to interview their 
relatives in jail ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must ask for notice. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Is it a fact that Mr. C. R. Das 
recently brought to the notice of the Hon’ble the Member the humilia- 
tion of this “ cage ” interview? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I do not understand this ques- 
tion. I have received no petition to the effect. 

Df. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Is it a fact that Mr. C. R. Das personally 
brought this to the notice of the Hen’ hie the Memlie** when he recently 
visited the jail? My question doeN not refer to a .petition, but to the 
personal representation made by Mr. C. R. Das. 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I cannot remember exactly, 
but I think he did say something about it. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Did the Hon’ble the Member 
suggest any remedy to Mr. 0. R. Das or have any orders bfeen passed 
by the Hon’ble the Member? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: No. 

Use of newspapers by special class prisoners. 

•LXIX. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the .Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state whether special class prisoners are allowed the use of any 
newspapers ? If so, the date on which such permission was given? 

(b) Is it a fact that the prisoners have to pay for such newspapers? 

(c) Is it a fact that such prisoners are not allowed the use of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika , the Servant , the Muhammadi , the Jamana and 
other like papers ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
reasons for the prohibition of these papers? 
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s. n / e j WlU tbe Ho " ble tLe Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
tot of newspapers allowed to the social class prisoners in the Aliporo 
Otntral Jail and elsewhere for which the prisoners have to pay P 


^ Th. H ° n ;W. Sir ABD.UR.RAHIM: <„) and (b) With the consent 
of the Superintendent, they may be allowed newspujiers provided at their 
own expense and approved by the Su i *riu tendon t. The order was 
issued on the 15th April last. 

(c) It is understood that these papers are generally disallowed by 
Superintendents. 

(d) Because it was considered desirable to exclude literature which 
might tend to encourage or strengthen those ]H>litieal opinions and 
sentiments which led Vmy of these prisoners to transgress the law. 

(e) No list has been prepared. The question of the continuance of 
this privilege is under reconsideration. 


Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : With reference to answer (tl), does the 
Hon* ble the MemW suggest that newspapers like the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika and the Servant are excluded as they might tend to encourage 
or strengthen the political opinions and sentiments of men like 
Mr. C. R. Das, Mr. Shyam Sundar Chakravarti and others? 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : The answer is quite clear. 

Dr. A. 8U HR AWARD Y : Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware that 
there is in the Alipore Central Jail a list of newsimix'rs allowed to 
prisoners and that this list contains such orthodox newsj>ajK*rs only as 
the Englishman, the Statesman, etc., and does not contain the names of 
pai>ers like the Amrita Bazar Pataka, the Servant, the Nayak , etc.? 

The Hon»b!e 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must have notice of this 

question. 


Dr, A. 8UHRAWARDY: With reference to answer (e) , does the 
Hon’ble the Member in declaring that the question of the continuance 
of this privilege is under reconsideration, imply that the question of 
withdrawal of this privilege is eonfc*m [dated ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I cannot give any further 
information on this point. 


Recommendations of Sadler Commission. 

*LXX> Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: {a) 

Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education 
proposing to carry out any of the recommendations of the Sadler Com- 
mission in the near future ? 

(b) If so, to which of them is effect to be given? 
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The Hon’blft Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) In view of the financial posi- 
tion of the province it is not possible to give effect to the recommenda- 
tions of the Sadler Commission’s report; but in order to remedy, so f«r 
as possible, some of the defects pointed out in that report Government 
is preparing a Bill for the establishment of a Board for Secondary Edu- 
catiofl and another for the reconstitution of the Calcutta University. 

(b) So long as the proposals of Government referred* to in clause 
(a) are not finally accepted, it is not convenient to take up the minor 
recommendations. 


Improved types of 11 guru ” training schools far Eastern Bengal 
undergraduates. 

*LXXI. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (a) Till the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state — • 

(?) what are the objects of the guru training schools, normal schools 
and first grade training schools, respectively; 

(it) what are the entrance qualifications of candidates for admis- 
sion into these schools; 

(f it) how many improved types of guru training schools are there 
in this Presidency and what special purpose do they serve; 
and 

(iv) whether there is any special provision for the training of 
Matriculates and failed I. A. and I. Sc. students? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of raising the status of the Normal Schools 
so that such candidates may he trained? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
arrangements for the training of the undergraduates in one of the two 
existing Normal Schools in Chittagong and Dacca in Eastern Bengal P 

(d) Is it correct that the L. T.. classes in the Dacca Training 
College have been practically abolished? 

(r) If so, what arrangement, if any, is it proposed to make for the 
training of the undergraduates of Eastern Bengal? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of amalgamating 
the Normal and improved types of guru training schools in the 
Presidency ? 

The HoiPMe Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) (?) Guru training schools 
exist to train gurus for primary schools. Normal schools (sometimes 
called first Grade Training Schools) train vernacular teachers fo t 
Secondary Schools. 
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(n) For Guru -Training School r, — Old type — lower primary and upper 
} primary standards — improved type : middle vernacular or English 
Standard. 

For Normal Schools. — Middle vernacular or English standard. 

(m) Twenty-two. These schools have many points of advantage 
over the old type, e.g., larger and better qualified staffs: 40 students 
(instead of 20) : letter accommodation and equipment: a one-year course * 
(instead of 2). They thus train more students and train them better 
than the old. 

(tv) (b) (e) No special provision obtains but a proposal for admitting 
them to Normal Schools is under consideration. Those who have jiassed 
the Intermediate Examination in Arts or 801001*0 can be admitted to the 
Dacca Training College. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) These institutions have different functions, and amalgamation is 
not contemplated. 


Revision of salaries of the ministerial officers. 

•LXXII. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance 1)6 
pleased to state the total sum in the shape of increments, which has been 
granted to officers, clerks and menials of the Bengal Government 
separately during the last two years ? # 

(b) When are the Government going <0 give effect to the recom- 
mendations regarding the ministerial services made by the Council anil 
by the McAlpin Cofnmittec? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) The information asked for is 
not on record, and in the opinion of Government, the time and labour 
involved in obtaining it would be out of all proportion to its usefulness 
when obtained. 

(b) The member is referred to the answers to clauses (a), (b) and 
(d) of a starred question on the same subject by Mr. K. G. M. Faroqui 
at this meeting. 

Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: Will the minis- 
terial officers be allowed to draw this increased salary before the 31st 
of July? 

The Hon’ble 8ir JOHN KERR: I cannot say. We hope to get the 
orders out very shortly, but whether the Accountant-General will be 
able to get the orders issued in time is more than I can say. I hope 
that it will be possible to do so. 
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Effect of certain circular of the Director of Public Instruction on 
4 certain officers of the Education Department. 

•LXXIII. Babu JOGE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: (a) Is the 

Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware 
that, in view of the circular of the Director of Public Instruction 
instructing the divisional inspectors of schools to make appointments 
commensurate with the proportion of Muhammadan population in their 
divisions, highly qualified Hindu officers, whose names have found 
places in the nominal rolls framed by the Director of Public Instruction 
in accordance with paragraph 8 of Government Resolution No. 464 Edn., 
dated the 3rd March, 1922, and who have been officiating for 2 or 3 years 
in their present appointments, which have now* become permanently 
vacant in consequence of the confirmation of the permanent incumbents 
in other appointments, are likely to be thrown out of employment? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking up this 
matter immediately, and seeing whether there is any imminent appre- 
hension of failure of justice in any division or divisions owing to the 
misinterpretation of the circular in question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Under the standing orders of 
Government a certain percentage of appointments, permanent or likely 
to he made permanent, in the Education Department are to go to 
Muhammadans. It is true that there are well-qualified Hindu officers 
who have been officiating for some time and are likely not to be con- 
firmed if the Government orders were followed. Similarly there are 
well qualified Muhammadans in the same difficult position. The 
embarrassment in the former case is due to the ignoring of the orders 
of Government in making temporary (appointments. The appointing 
authorities have appointed others than Muhammadans to temporary 
vacancies, where, according to Government orders, Muhammadans 
should have been appointed. 

(b) The question is engaging the attention of Government and in 
deciding it Government will bear in mind that no injustice is done to 
either Hindu or Muhammadan officers who have been officiating for a 
long time. , 


Grants to Calcutta University for post-graduate teaching, 

*LXXIV. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: 

Will the Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Education 
be pleased to state whether it is proposed to make further grants to the 
University of Calcutta for maintaining the post-graduate teaching in 
Science ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: The Government have not received 

any application from the Calcutta University in which the University 
after setting out their income and expenditure for the post-graduate 
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classes asked for any specific grant for continuing the post-graduate 
classes on their existing basis. Government therefore had no oppor- 
fcunity to consider the question on proper materials. • 

Rfti NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA Bahadur: Is it customary 

for th© University to submit applications for such grants to Govern- 
ment? 


Ttl6 Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The Calcutta University has come 
under the Government of Bengal only this year. Our practice is that 
whoever asks for any grant must submit an application. I do not know 
what the fact was with the Government of India. 

Headquarters of Members and allowances drawn. 

*LXXV. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Will the Ilon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to lay 
m the table a statement showing the amount of travelling and resi- 
lential allowance drawn by each member of the Bengal Legislative 
Council and the headquarters from which such travelling allowances 
lave been charged ? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Rr. H. L. 8tephenson) : A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No, LXXV , showing 
the amount of travelling allowance and residential allowance drawn 
by each member of the Bengal Legislative Council and the headquarters 
from which such travelling allowances have been drawn , from 
January , 1921 , to 80th June , 1922, 


- 

Name*. 


Amount drawn. 


• 

1 

Hi. 

A. 

p. 

fz&I, Nawabzada K. M. 
Bahadur. 

Khan 

Dacca 

4,154 

11 

0 

Mimed, Khan Bahadur 
Kmaduddiu. 

Maulvi 

R&jnhahi 

• 

3,727 

2 

0 

hmed, Khan Bahadur 
Waaimuddin. 

Maulvi 

Pabna 

2,799 

12 

0' 

hmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin 

... 

Gulshakhali ... 

8,099 

8 

0 

dimed, Maulvi Bad Uddin 

... 

Jossore ... 

1,566 

8 

0 
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Headqaarter*. 


Amount drawn. 


Ahmed, Maulvi Yakuinnddin 

Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Ahmed, Munshi Jaffar 

Ali, Mr. 8yed Erfau ... 

AH, Mr. Syed Nasiiu* ... ... 

Ali, Munshi Amir ... ... 

Alt, Munshi Ayub 

Aly, Maulvi Saiyid Hoasamf 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja 

Moh anted. 

Banarjee, IUi Bahadur Abinash 

Chandra. 

Borina, Rai Sahib Panchanan, mbr. ... 
Blmttacharji, Babu Hum Chandra 

Chaudhuri, Bahu Kishori Mohan ... 

« 

Chaudhuri. Babu Tankauath 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Hafizar Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muham- 

mad. 

Chaudhuri, Sir Asutoih, Kt* 

Dae, Babu Bhiahmadev 

Dae Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran 
Chandra. 

DeLiale, Mr. J. A.f 

Doaa, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai, 


Dinajpnr 

Kartickpur 

Noakhali 

Hooghly 


Chittagong 
Chittagong 
Bari sal 
Tangail 
Dacca 

Birbhum 

Rangpnr 

Dharamptir 

Rajshahi 

Moldawar 

Bogra 

Malda 


Bhanga ' 
Barieal 

Narayaugunj 

Dacca 


Ra. a. r. 
4,463 14 0 
2,207 3 6 
3,118 15 6 
2,385 8 0 
216 0 0 
2,913 11 6 
2,930 15 6 
669 8 0 
2,911 4 0 
2,815 4 0 

1,239 9 0 

3,318 14 0 
3,212 110 
3,393 13 6 
2,134 6 0 
3,169 4 0 

1,850 10 0 

283 14 0 
4,551 8 0 
2,695 10 0 

838 0 0 
1,899 10 0 


M.B.K. 


Dutta, Babu Annada Charau 


Chittagong 


2,563 8 0 


* There mtmben do not drew regularly their tre veiling allowance nod rerfdeatUl iOpvmm; the Ufa re* i bo ire 
aw the chargee (or attending Standing OoamtUee meeting* outaide Calcutta, 
t rhea* M em ber* were elected la the year im. 
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Name*. 

- a-. 

Headquarter*. 

Amount drawn, 
e 




R». 

i. 

p. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Blmahan 

... 

Comilla 

1,860 

2 

6 

Faroqui, Mr. K. G. M. 

... 

Comilla ... 

2,434 

4 

6 * 

Ghatak, Rai Bahadur Nilmani 

... 

Malda 

1,121 

4 

0 

Ghoce, Mr. D. C. a 

... 


321 

14 

0 

Huq, Shah 8yed Etndadul 

... 

Comilla 

2,320 

6 

6 

a 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul 

... 

Barhampur ... 

2,777 

1 

0 

Hussain, Maulvi Muhammad Madassur 

Ram pur hat 

1,949 

6 

0 

0 

Janah, Babu Sa*-at Chandra 

... 

Midnapore ... 

611 

0 

0 

Kariin, Maulvi Abdul 

... 

Farid pur 

1,931 

14 

0 

Karim, Maulvi Fuzlul 

... 

Patuukliali ... 

2,428 

0 

0 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai 

... 

Midnaporo ... 

786 

0 

0 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din 

... 

Gaihaudha 

3,282 

14 

0 

Khan, Maulvi Muhammad 
Uddiu. 

Rafiquo 

Jamalpur 

4,155 

0 

0 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman 

... 

Balia ... 

2,670 

14 

6 

Klmu Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Ershad Ali. 

e 

Natore ... 

2,467 

0 

0 

Makramali, Munshi 

... 

Noakhali 

3,070 

3 

0 

Mallik, Babu Surendra Nath* 

... 


2 114 

14 

0 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Maheudra 
dra. 

Chan- 

Hooglily 

1,186 

4 

0 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath* 


e 

223 

14 

0 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra 

... 1 

Huogldy 

641 

0 

0 

Mukharji, Professor S. C. 

-1 

Serampore 

847 

10 

0 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Barat Chandra ... 

Tamluk • 

1,390 

12 

0 

Mu Hick, Babu Nirode Behary 

f 

i 

Khulna 

2,524 

12 

0 

Pablo wan, Maulvi Muhammad 
Jubbar. 

Abdul | 

1 

Cbinaduli ... 

3,813 

4 

6 


•The* member* do oot drew mfnteffr their travel*** alioweaoe and mddenttnl atom* ; the tear* 
*** the chargee for a tten d log Standing Pomatum meeting* oatelde Oaieotta. 
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Names. 

t 

Headqoerfeers. 

Amount drawn. 



Ra. A. P. 

Rauf, Maulvi Shall Alxlur. ... 

Rangpur ... 

2,995 8 0 

'Ray, Babu Surendra Natli 0 


338 14 4 

Ray, Kumar Sahib Shekbaroswar 

Tahirpur 

2,842 14 0 

Ray, Uni Bahadur Upendra Lai 

Chittagong ... 

1,871 14 0 

Ray Cbaudhuci, Babu Brojendra Kislior 

Gouripur ... 

1,477 14 0 

Ray Chnudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra... 

Chnudernagore 

1,193 8 0 

Ray Choudlmry, Raja Mnmnutha Nath 

San tosh 

2,211 4 0 

Rishi, Bahu Raaik Chandra 

Noakhali 

3,364 *15 6 

Roy, Babu Jogetulra Krinhua 

Domenha 

2,284 12 0 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath ... 

Amrigola 

1,892 6 0 

Roy, Babu Nulini Nath ... 

Jessorc 

2,085 2 0 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kahaunish 

Nadia 

1,603 12 0 

Chandra. 



Roy, Mr. Bijnyprosad Singh 

Chakdighi 

1,324 6 0 

Roy, UAi Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh... 

Chakdighi 

o 

o 

54 

Roy, Raja Moniloll Singh, C.I.K. ... 

Chakdighi 

1,964 13 0 

Roy, Chaudhuri, Bahu Sailuja Nath ... 

Khulna 

990 0 0 

Sarkar, Babu.Jogesh Chandra 

Rangpur 

3,511 9 0 

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan 

Nehalia 

1,752 14 0 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hansan 

Midnapore 

1,470 14 0 

Travers, Mr. W. L., o.b b. 

Jalpriguri 

946 8 8 


* This member does not draw regularly hi* travelling allowance and residential allowance ; tbe figure* abown 
are the charge* for attending Standing Oommittee meeting* outeide Calcutta. 


Calcutta University Post-graduate Course. 

•LXXVI. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’blo 

the Ministei in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether it is correct that the University of Calcutta has run into 
a deficit in the maintenance of the post-graduate classes? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'Me the 
Minister be pleased to state the amount of the deficit? 
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(c) Is it correct that the University has on several occasions sent 
representations to the Government for a grant to pay off itf deficit P 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what 
steps have been taken on those representations P 

(e) Is it not correct that the University has to spend a large sum 

for the post-graduate class , both in Arts and Science, and that the 
recurring grant in this direction is com para lively small? * 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether tho 
Government are considering the desirability of increasing this grant- 
in-aid so as to help the University in maintaining the post-graduate 
classes? 


Th® Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: (a) and ( b ) Government has no 
definte official information about the actual deficit, but on an examina- 
tion of the draft budget estimates of the Calcutta University for the 
year 1921-22, it appears that there is an estimated deficit of Us. 23,200 
in the post-graduate teaching in Arts and Science. 

(c) The University has on no occasion Rent any representation to 
Government to pay off the deficit in the ]>ost-graduate teaching, hut the 
University on two occasions brought to the notice of Government that 
there was a general deficit. 

(d) A sum of Rs. 2,50,000 has }>een provided in the supplementary 

budget. # 

(c) Yes; hut the local Government has had no opportunity yet to 
examine the question. 

(/) The University has not submitted yet ai^y definite representation 
for increasing the grant-in-aid for the maintenance of the post-graduate 
classes, hut if any such application is made, Government will give a 
sympathetic consideration to it on its merits. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the UMo). 

Increment of oharges deolared by the 
Bengal Telephone Company. 

116. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY. (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of ihe Department of Commerce been 
drawn to the increase of charges as declared by the Bengal Telephone 
Company for the telephone service in Calcutta? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the increased charges will 
affect the trade and commerce of Calcutta ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
that the said charges may be reduced? 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon*Mi 
Sir John Kerr)S (a) Government -are aware of the recent increase in 
the charges referred to. 

(h) Yes, but with the increased rates, it is expected there will be 
a commensurate improvement in service and increased public conve- 
nience. 

4 (c) No. Telephones are a central subject and the rates in question 
are in accordance with the terms of the contract between the Secretary 
of State and the Company. 


Filling up of vacancies in the Subordinate 
Educational 8ervioe. • 

117. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is correct that in no other graded service 
under the Government than in the Subordinate Educational Service the 
vacancies in the grades are filled up by the men recruited from outside 
services? 

(h) Is the Hou’ble the Minister aware of the protest made by the 
" All Bengal Government School Teachers Association ” against the 
above procedure adopted by the Director of Public Instruction in filling 
up the vacancies in the grades of the Subordinate Educational Service? 

(r) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement in a tabulated form showing — 

(i) the names of the persons other than those in the grades of 

the Subordinate Educational Service who have been placed 
in the Subordinate Educational Service grades vacancies as 
shown in the list of 1st July, 1921; 

( ii ) the dates of their appointments in the vacancies; and 

(iii) their academical qualifications and their previous pay if in 

Government service? 

The Hoft’bte Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) I am not in a position to say 
what the practice is in other services. ]*n the Subordinate Educational 
Service prior to the recent Reorganisation the practice was to fill vacan- 
cies in intermediate grades ordinarily by promotion from lower grades, 
but sometimes by promotion of officers from outside the graded services 
and in rare cases by direct appointment. The explanation is to be 
found in (1) the inclusion in the Subordinate Educational Service of 
many classes of appointments, c.g ., school teachers of different kinds, 
oollege lecturers and demonstrators, laboratory assistants, teachers in 
technical institutions, clerks with different duties and requiring different 
qualifications and initial rates of pay, and (2) the existence of appoint- 
ments outside the graded services, with duties and responsibilities 
similar to those of appointments in the graded services. 
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(6) The conference held at Dacca in December, 1921, before the 
Reorganisation orders were issued, passed a resolution against &e recruit- 
ment of outsiders as teachers in the higher grades of the Subordinate 
Educational Service as the Subordinate Educational Service was then 
constituted, rare instances of such promotion were unavoidable, 

(c) (i), ( ii ) and (in) Maulvi Zeqrutullah Ahmed, 2nd clerk, Office 
of Inspector of Schools, Rajshuhi Division. Promoted to class VII *of 
the Subordinate Educational Service (lls. 60), from 6th May, 1921. 
Passed Matriculation and has a knowledge of typewriting, was on Rs. 60 
outside the grades from 1st January, 1919. 

Babu Priya Lai Guha, Assistant Master, Jhalakati High School. 
Promoted to class *V1I of the Subordinate Educational Service from 1st 
July, 1921. Passed B.Sc., was on Rs. 60 outside the grades from 29th 
April, 1919. 


Vacancies in the Subordinate Educational Service. 


IIS. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the De]mrtment of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is not correct that the Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service list, corrected up to the 1st of July, 1921, correctly shows 

the number of vacancies in the different grades P 

• * 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 

statement showing — 

(*) the total number of the vacancies that occurred in each of the 
grades of the Subordinate Educational Service up to the 1st 
of September, 1921 ; 

(it) the number of vacancies filled up, grade by grade, till the 3lst 
of August, 1921, by — • 

(/) natural promotions from the lower grades in the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service, 

(2) special promotions from the lower grades, 

(J) new r appointments from outside, and 
(4) inclusion of officers outside the grades? 

(c) Are there any vacancies in the Subordinate Educational Service 
grades, as shown in the list of the 1st July, 1921, not yet filled up by 
promotion up to the 31st August, last P > 

(d) How do the Government projKme utilising the money saved from 
withholding the promotions of many officers in the grades of the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service from the 1st April, to the 31st of August, 
1921 ? 

(«) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
not correcting the reduced actuarial scale of the gradings of the Sub* 
ordinate Educational Service even before the new organisation P 
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The Hofl’Me Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes, but the vacancies in 
Grades I to YII shown in the Subordinate Educational Service list, 
corrected to 1st July, 1921, included posts held by officers transferred to 
the Department of Agriculture and Industries from 16th October, 1920: 
they were thus shown, pending their formal transfer to that Depart- 
ment with retrospective effect from 16th October, 1920; they were never 
available for the Education Department. Every vacancy utilisable by 
the Education Department was filled up to 31st August, 1921, and the 
Reorganization scales were put into effect on this basis. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) and (d) There are no such vacancies. All promotions due to 
officers of the Subordinate Educational Service between 1st April, 1921, 
and 31st August, 1921, were made, and no savings accrued. 

(e) No recommendation for the modification of the grading of the 
Subordinate Educational Service was included in the recommendations 
on which the Reorganization was based, and any attempt at such modi- 
fication, would have necessitated a long postponement of the Reorganiza- 
tion. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 118 , showing 
the number of vacancies that occurred in each of the grades of the 
Subordinate Educational Service up to the 1st September , 1921, and 
the number of vacancies filled up , grade by grade , till the 31st August , 
1921 . 


Number of vacancies that 
occurred between the 
date of the previous 
promotion Hat and 

Slat August, 

1981. 

By grade 
promotion and 
confirmation. 

By special 
promotion. 

liy new 
appointment. 

By promotion 
of offloera 
outaide the 
Subordinate 
Educational 
Service. 

Class 

1—5 

4 

... 

1 C 

... 

Class 

1* 7 

G 

' it 

... 

... 

Class 

III — 14 

14 

... 

... 

••• 

Class 

IV— 16 

8 

it 

7§ 

... 

Glass 

V— to 

■ 

10* 

... 

— 

... 

Class 

VI— 10 

19 

... 

i 

... 

Class VII— 27 

25 

... 

... 

2 


• Awirtant Mm ter i Victoria School, Kuraeoog. 
t Beally a reedjtutrocnt of position. 

; An Aadrtant Harter promoted to a lectureship in Calcutta Mad rates h. 
I Lecturers, Dacca Intermediate College. 
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Urdu and Hindi spanking interpreter for the Polioe Court 






110. Mr. 8. MAHBOOB ALEY: (a) Ih the Hon’ble the Member 
Id charge of the Judicial Department aware that there are no Inter- 
preters in the Calcutta Police Courts conversant with the Hindi and 
Urdu languages and that a very considerable number of the witnesses 
and accused persons appearing before those Courts use the Hindi and 
Urdu languages as their mother-tongue ? 

( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
steps to remedy the defect? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Sir AM-llf- Rahim): (a) None of the Interpreters of the Police Courts 
has passed any examination in Hindi or Urdu. All the Interpreters 
are, however, able to translate Hindi or Urdu and Bengali sufficiently 
well enough to enable them to do the work efficiently. 

(b) The point raised will be taken into consideration when such 
appointments are made in the future. 


Revision of the salaries of the Ministerial officers. 

120. Munshl /VYUB ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in’ 
charge of tlie Department of Finance be pleased to state whether the 
sanction of the Government of India and the Secretary of State has * 
been obtained on the proposals for the revision of the salaries of the 
Ministerial Officers ? 

( b ) If not, are the Government in a position to state the reason for 
thg delay? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving retro- 
spective effect to the revision of the ministerial officers’ pay as was done 
in the case of certain higher services? 

(d) Have the Government of Bengal recommended the acceptance of 
the proposals in the Minority Report of the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries 
Committee as recommended by the Council? 

(e) If not, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how is 

it, In their recommendations, proposed that effect should lie given to 
the resolution of this Council ? * 

(/) Is it a fact that — 

(t) provision was made in the last year’s budget for this purpose; 
(«) the Director of Information announced that effect would be 
given to it early in 1921 ; and 

(Hi) it was contemplated that effect would be given from the 
ls^April, 1921 ? 
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The Hon’bto Sir JOHN KERR: (a) and ( ft ) The orders of the 
Government of India have recently been received on the local Govern* 
ment’s proposals for the revision of pay of all ministerial officers. 

(c) It is proposed to give effect to the revision from the 1st January, 
1922. 

(d) The member is referred to the answer given to a starred question 
on the subject put by Mr. K. G. M. Faroqui, at this meeting. 

(e) The local Government are unable to disclose their recommenda- 
tions to the Government of India, but it is hoped to issue orders at an 
early date. 

(/) W Yes. 

(it) No. The Director of Information’s announcement was as 
follows : — 

“ Although the report of the committee need not be submitted until 
the 31st March, 1921, budget provision will be made before that date 
for a lump sura for the improvement of the pay of the ministerial staff 
and menials in this province. 1 * 

The budget provision referred to was to be made in the budget for 
1921-22, and this was done. 

(iii) This was hoped at one time, but the delay and the financial 
stringency made it impossible. 


Assistant and 8ub-Assistant Surgeons. 

121. Khan Bahad'ir Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(«) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Ixmal 
Self-Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing : — 

(i) the numl»er of Assistant Surgeons and Sub- Assistant Surgeogs 
in the Presidency ; 

(it) the number of them paid — 

(7) by the Government; and 

(2) from the contributions from local funds; 

(tit) the rates of contributions from the local funds for the two * 
classes ; 

(iv) the extra amount, if any, paid by the Government for thpse 

two classes of medical officers; and 

( v ) the amount of savings, if any, from the contributions paid 

by local bodies for these offioersP 

(ft) Do the officers, paid from the local contributions, examine, and 
give evidence in, medico-legal cases ? 

( c ) Have they got to attend all Government servants and hostels 
attached to the Government schools and colleges in addition to theur* 
local hospital duties? 
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;v (i) Do they work for the Civil Surgeons in their absence from the 
headquarters ? 

t- (e) Do the Government pay any contributions to the local bodies 
|or the extra work done for the Government, by these officers? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon'bfe Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) (i\ 

Civil Assistant Surgeons, including reserve at 20 per cent ... 164 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons, including reserve at 25 per cent ... 320 

Total . . . 484 


(«) </) 425; 

^Civil Assistant Surgeons ... ... ... 152 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons ... ... ... 273 

(it) (2) 59. 

(in) Rs. 280 per mensem for an Assistant Surgeon and Rs. 69-8-0 
per mensem for a Sub-Assistant Surgeon. In the case of disjiensaries 
to which medical officers were lent before the 1st August, 1913, the 
rates are Rs. 290 for an Assistant Surgeon and Rs. 76 for a Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon. The rates of contribution under the revised time- 
scale of pay of these officers would in the usual course be increased to 
Rs. 430 per mensem and Rs. 160 ]>er mensem respectively, but Govern- 
ment have decided to make good the difference by grants-in-aid so that 
the contributions will remain unchanged. * 

( iv ) Allowances in addition to pay are paid by Government for addi- 
tional or responsible work j>erformed by these officers. 

(u) The question is not clear. The contributions represent the cost 
to Government on actuarial calculations of the loan of the services of 
these officers as a whole. 

(b) Yes. 

( c ) Yes, but an allowance is ]>aid to these officers for attending 
Government hostels. 

< d ) Yes. 

(e) Yes, in the case of district headquarters dispensaries, in the 
shape of remission of a part of the contribution (i.e. t the difference 
between the present rate and the old rates), which should be considered 
as a grant-in-aid from Government. It is, moreover, to be remembered 
that the services of the Civil Surgeons are given to the dispensaries free 
of charge. Government have recently reviewed the whole position in a 
circular letter to municipal bodies, of which a copy is laid on the Library 
table* 


23 
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Financial relief to the Calcutta University. 

122. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education te 
pleased to state what more financial relief than that provided in the last 
budget Government contemplates giving to the Calcutta University t 
( b ) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the threatened curtail* 
ment of the teaching activities of the University due to want of funds 
is viewed with alarm by the educated public? 

The Hovfble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) In addition to the recurring 
grant of Rs. 1,41,000 which has been provided in the budget for the 
current year, Government have included a sum of Rs. 2,50,000 in the 
supplementary estimates for a non-recurring grant to the University of 
Calcutta. 

( b ) Government have no official information that the activities df 
the Uuiversity are about to he curtailed for want of funds. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Is the Hon’ble the Minister 

aware that the threatened curtailment of the teaching activity of the 
University due to want of funds has been the subject of most anxious 
discussion in the Indian press? 

ThU HoiPWe Mr. P. C. MITTER: I have come across some writing 
in the Indian press in which conflicting statements have been made, but 
I have received no official representation on the subject. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Is the Hon ble the Minister 

aware that the Post-graduate Professors have not been re-appointed 
except those under a contract of five years? 

The HOR’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: I have no official information on 
the subject. I have heard various statements of a conflicting nature. 


Paucity of local trains in the Central Section of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 

123. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that 
the suburban service in the Pastern Bengal Railway extends from 
Calcutta to Bogoola in its northern section, and from Calcutta to Canning, 
and Calcutta to Diamond Harbour in its southern sections, covering a 
distance of about 58 miles, 28 miles and 37 miles respectively? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
Eastern Bengal Railway authorities to extend all the local train servioes 
up to Gobardanga, if not to Bongong, in the Central Section? 
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J ( c ) H ®ot, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
Reasons, if any, for which the said Railway authorities are mot in a 
{position to give effect to such a proposal ? 

$' MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
<tha Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(o) Yes; but there are certain suburban trains which run as far as. 
Naihati, Kanchrapara, Ranagliat and Baruipur only. 

(5) and (c) No. The suburban limit of the Central section of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway is Bongong, 47} miles. There are trains on 
that section which run only as far as Duttapukur. The Irain service 
is fixed taking into account the traffic offered. At present the Railway 
Administration woulr! not be able to extend the service owing to short- 
age of rolling stock and locomotives. 

Malaria at Vishnupur, Bankura. 

124. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government lie pleased to state 
what steps, if any, will he taken during the current year to combat 
malaria in the subdivision of Vishnupur, district Bankura ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Chief 
Engineer, Irrigation Department, and the Director of Public Health 
propose to pay a joint visit to various districts (including Bankura) 
in which the incidence of malaria is severe, with the object of advis- 
ing Government as to what anti-malarial measures can he undertaken. 


Admission into the Presidency College. 

125. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to 
state the total number of candidates tin's year for admission into the 
Presidency College and the number of vacancies in the first year class? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether any 
attempt is being made to cope with the growing demand by gradually 
increasing the capacity of the first year class? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased also to state whether 
it is correct that for the last five years the seats available to candidates 
for admission have beeg limited to the same number? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER. (a) No figure can be given as 
applications are not submitted till after publication of the results of 
Die University examinations. Admissions to the first year are kept as 
closely as possible within the limit of 130 (05 Arts and 65 Science). 

23 a 
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(h) The limit of 130 has always of late years been exceeded owing 
to the . pressure of the growing demand for admission. Without in- 
crease of staff and accommodation, which has not been contemplated i# 
recent years, the numbers cannot be markedly increased. 

(e) The numerical limits (see answers above) were laid down by thg 
* Governing Body in 1910. The actual number of places, during the 
last five years, has varied somewhat according to the pressure of appli- 
cations and the merits of the applicants. 


Number of engineering apprentices. 

126. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state the number of engineering apprentices that are at 
present being trained at the instance of the Government of Bengal in 
railway and other workshops or factories? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): The member is apparently under the impression that 
Government ask workshops or factories to train certain apprentices. 
This, however, is not the case. The Board of Control for Apprentice- 
ship Training hold qualifying examinations twice a year for the admis- 
sion of apprentices to the railway anti other workshops in Bengal. A 
list of the successful candidates is circulated to those employers who 
have accepted the scheme, and it is left to them to select apprentices 
from the list. The first examination was held in January, 1922, and 
42 candidates passed. It is understood that a considerable number of 
the jmssed candidates have been admitted as apprentices hut the exact 
number is not known. 


Publicity officers. 

127. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state»- 

(?) when the posts of the present Publicity Officers were created; 
(/*) the nature of the posts, ?.c., whether permanent or temporary; 
(?Vi) the authority by which these ]>osts were created; and 
(iv) the number of these officers with their respective pay, allow- 
ances and office establishment? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the designation 
of the officer with his emoluments, who before this new creation f was 
in charge of preparing and issuing official communique* and contradic- 
tions to the public press? 
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| ( c ) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased also to state the relation 

fc tween these new Publicity Officers and the Public Health Publicity 
Bureau and the Publicity Officer in charge of that Bureau? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: <«) (i) 14th February, 1922, 
end 27th April, 1922. 

(it) Temporary. 

(Hi) The local Government. 

(tv) Two. The Publicity Officer is also on special duty in the Edu- 
cation Department, and of his salary only Its. 250 per mensem is met 
from publicity funds. 7 he Assistant. Publicity Officer is on a salary of 
Rs. 900 a month. The establishment consists of one clerk, four peons, 
one farash and one sweej)er. 

(b) The Director of Information on Rs. 2,000 a month was in charge 
of this work for one year from the 10th June, 1920. Apart from this 
period, the work — so far as it has l)een done at all — has been left to the 
various departments of Government. 

(c) There is a small Public Health Publicity Section under a sepa- 
rate officer who works indejiendently of the Publicity Officer. He, how- * 
ever, concentrates mainly on anti-malaria publicity in a restricted area 
in which it is projxwed to locate a special anti-malaria staff, public 
health propaganda generally being carried on under the control of the 
Publicity Officer. 

Inquiry over the Gurkha incident at the Chittagong railway station. 

128. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (,i)* Will the Hon’bie the 
Member in charge of the Political Department lx* pleased to lay on the 
table copies of all the puj>eis, including depositions and exhibits of 
the inquiry over the Gurkha incident at the Ghittagong Raijway Station 
on the 20th October, 1921, by Itai K. C, Ningha Bahadur, Deputy Magis- 
trate? 

(b) Will the Hon’bie the Meml>er be pleased to state why the sug- 
gestion of a committee of inquiry, with a non-official majority, was 
not accepted or why no non-offif ial was asked to co-ojierate with the 
inquiry council ? 

( c ) Is it a fact that the evidence for the official side was led by a 
vakil especially engaged for the purpose ? 

( d ) Who paid his fees, how much was paid, and at what rate per 

day? 

(e) Was any legal practitioner engaged by the Government to repre- 
sent the case of the wounded and assaulted persons? 

(/) Is it a fact that the inquiry procedure was ez-parte for a couple 
rf days during which several witneases for the official version were 
examined without any cross-examination? 
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(g) Was any opportunity given to cross-examine them? 

(h) Is it a fact that a i**tition to that effect was filed some time 
afterwards before the inquiry was closed? 

( i ) How many Gurkhas including officers, if any, were examined at 
the inquiry? 

(;) Is it a fact that they did not substantiate the assault upon the 
people, or the use of the butt-ends of the gun or any force whatsoever, 
or causing of any wounds uj>on the people? 

(k) Is it a fact that none of them up to within the first two days 
of the inquiry admitted any beating and suggested right of private 
defence ? 

(/) Why were no crosses or letters of request sent out to different 
persons whose names were suggested as material witnesses of the whole 
occurrence? 

( m ) Was Bubu Hi nod Lai Ray, who was beaten in his gharry, 
examined? If not, why? Is he not a zamindnr and an Honorary' 
Magistrate ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The papers are laid 
on the Council Library table. 

(b) In cases of this nature, a magisterial inquiry is the correct pro- 
cedure. The association of non-officials w r ith such an inquiry wiouhl 
serve no useful purj*>se. 

(c) Yes. 

(<{) Government paid Its. 224 at Its. 42 daily. 

(c) No. 

(/) The whole inquiry was conducted in ojien Court after full notice 
had been given. During the first two days there was some appearance 
of boycotting the inquiiy but pleaders and mukhtears were present in 
Court. During these* two days some official witnesses w r ere examined. 
Opportunity to cross-examine was offered hut. not taken. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(t) Live. 

0) They admitted using force, but did not admit causing wounds, 
or striking people with the butt-ends of their rifles. 

(£) They admitted using ioree and their case was that they did not 
exceed the right of private defence. None were examined during the 
first two days. 

(/) With one exception mentioned below, individual witnesses were 
not invited because full notice was given to the principal executive 
officers, to local authorities, to associations and to the public generally 
inviting the evidence of those acquainted with the facts. 
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(m) Babu Binod Lai Ray, is an Honorary Magistrate and the son 
of a zamindar. He was specially invited to give evidence because it 
was known •'that he had been injured. He was not examined because 
he did not appear. 

Daooities committed in Bengal during 1922. 

129. Babu INOU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number of daooities that have been 
committed in Bengal, district by district, during the months of Janu- 
ary, February, MaRli, April and May, 1022, and also showing the 
number of cases, in which — 

(*) property has been recovered; and 

(u)r dacoits apprehended ? 

(b) Has there been any case of dacoity, during these 5 months, when 
the police were present at the place of occurrence at the time or 
within a short time of the commission of the dacoity? 

(0) If so, on how' many occasions? 

(d) In how many of these cases were the {>oliee able to apprehend 
the dacoits ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: («) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(1) Property has been recovered in f>b cases. 

(u) In 207 cases dacoits have been apprehended. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) On six occasions. 

(d) In three cases the jndice arrested the offenders, on Jwo occasions 
the dacoits fled on the police owning fire. In the other case the police 
arrived shortly after the dacoity and no arrests were made. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 129 , showing 
• the number of rases of da rm tees in Bengal, district by district , during 
the months of January, February , March , April and May, 1922 . 


District. j 

! 

January. j 

’ i 

February. 

1 ' 

March. j 

4 | 

April. 

» | 

May. 

e 

Baokura ... ... 

2 

7 

1 

9 

1 

Birbhmn 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Bard wan 

3 

3 

9 

2 

1° 
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Distkiot. j 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April 

May. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

• 

ft 

« 

Hooglily 

6 

7 

8 

Nil 

* 

Howrah ... 

3 

1 

i 


6 

Midnaporu ... 

33 

10 

21 

24 

11 

JesBoro 

4 

1 

1 

3 

l 

Khulna 

Nil 

2 

1 ' 

1 

4 

Muiahidabad 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

Nadia 

4 

7 

4 

3 

3 

24*Pi»rguiMH 

7 

7 

10 

3 

12 

Itakarganj ... 

2 

3 

9 

7 

3 

Chittagong ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Faridpur 

4 

i 

f> 

3 

1 

Noaklmli 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Dacca 

3 

10 

4 


& 

Myrnonnin^li 

8 

5 

13 

1 

i 0 

5 

Tippet a 

2 

f) 

9 

1 o 

5 

lJogra 

3 

1 

4 

C 

1 

Darjeeling ...' 

Nil 

Nil 

l 

3 

Nil 

Diitftjpur 

3 

4 

11 

6 

7 

Julpaiguri ... 

2 

3 

4 

Nil 

2 

Malda 

Nil 

Nil* 

1 

4 

1 

Palma 

5 

1 

6 

7 

6 

Rajah a hi 

2 

2 

2 

5 

4 

Rangpur 

9* 

8 

13 

13 

15 

Calcutta 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

2 

Total 

110 

96 

142 

126 

111 
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130. BalHl INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will tin* Hun’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state what 
action, if any, has l>een taken or what action it is proposed to take on 
t^e resolution adopted by this Council, recommending the release of 
prisoners convicted under the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1908 am! 
the Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act of 1911, etc. ? 


The Hoii’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (love r ament have taken no 
action at present on the resolution but are watching the situation 


Works of the Munsifs of East and Wost Bengal. 

• 

131. M&ulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ hie the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state whether he 
is aware of a feeling of discontent prevailing among the munsifs serving 
in East Bengal on the ground that in promotion to the amount of 
work the number of munsifs in West Bengal is greater than that in 
East Bengal ? 

(b) Are the Government considering it desirable to reduce the num- 
ber of munsifs in West Bengal in comparison with the work the mun- 
sifs ill East Bengal have to do? 

(c) If not, are the Government considering the desiiabilitv of institu- 
ting an inquin into the matter? * 

(J) Will the llon’ble the Memliei he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the number of suits filed in each munsifi of the province in 1921, 
stating the* nature of the suits including miscellaneous 
cases ; 

(it) the number of contested and vx-parte cases; and 

(i it) the number of cases disposed of in each munsifi during 1921? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Government are unaware 
that such a feeling prevails. 

( b ) and ( c ) No. 

(d) It is impossible in the time available to give the figures in the 
exact form required. The Hon ’hie High Court has, however, furnished 
a statement which, subject to revision, will apj>ear in the Administra- 
tion Report on Civil Justice for 1921 giving the information so far as 
available. This statement is with their jiermission laid on the Library 
table. 
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Hydro-electric survey for industrial purposes. 


132. Babu OEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: (a) WiU the Hon’ ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken or what schemes, 
if any, have been framed, to make it possible for persons with small 
Capital (<’■!/. , between Rs. 25,000 and Rh. 50,000) to start industries? 

(h) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to a 
recent resolution passed by the Indian Association urging the necessity 
for the supply of cheap electric ]>ower generated either by coal or watei 
power ? 

(c) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken thereon? 

(d) Has the Hon 'ble the Minister in charge caused any investiga- 
tion to be made for supplying cheap electric power (for industrial pur- 
poses) generated by coal in such parts of Bengal as do not possess the 
possibility of hydro-electric generating stations to serve them? 

(e) If so, is the lion bit* the Minister considering the desirability 
of laying a statement of the detailed results of such investigation on 
the table ? 

(/) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister lie pleased to state what 
steps, if any, he proposes taking in this connection? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Investigations have been undertaken by the Indus- 
tries Department as • o the possibilities of cottage and small industries 
in Bengal and schemes have been prepared or are under preparation in 
respect of the following industries: — 

(i) Hard-loom weaving (cotton); 

(u) Silk reeling and weaving; 

(hi) Fruit canning ; 

( iv ) Cigar making; 

(v) Small tannery ; # 

(ri) Banana meal manufacture; 

(vii) Irrigation pumping plant ; and 

(viti) Vegetable oil manufacture. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) , (d), (e) and (/) The question of supply of cheap electric- power 
is a matter for private enterprise. The Industrial Commission did not 
recommend any direct action on the part of Government as regards 
power supply except the undertaking of a special survey of the coal 
situation in India and the creation of an organisation to carry out a 
systematic survey of hydro-electric possibilities. A Committee has been 
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appointed to consider the adoption of measures for the hydro-electric 
purvey of Bengal. As regards the supply of electric jniwer from coal 
resources this is already an established business and, as such, no action 
on the part of Government is called for. The Industries Department, 
however, will be prepared to consider ami advise on any schemes which 
may be placed before them. 


Inspection of jails by members of Counoil. 

133. Babu DEfENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state what steps, if any, have been taken to afford facilities to mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council who want to insect a jail to do so? 

• 

(h) Is the Hon’ hie the Member aware that Babu Surendra Nath 
Mallik, m.l.c., went to the Alijxire Jail some time in early May by 
special appointment with the Superintendent of the Jail but was refused 
permission by him to visit the jail ? 

( c ) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government 
with reference to the action of the Jail Superintendent in refusing 
Mr. Mallik permission? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ hie the Memlwr be pleased to state whether the 
members of the Jail Standing Committee for the current year have been 
given any authority to visit any jails? 

(e) If not, will the Hon* hie the Member he “pleased to state the 
reasons for not giving such authority? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The member is referred to 
the answer to a starred question on this subject put by ltai Nibaran 
Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur at this meeting. 

(b) There was a misunderstanding which has been the subject- 
matter of correspondence between the member referred to and myself. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(<£) Yes. 

( e ) This question does not arise. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : With reference to reply (b), will the 
Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table the correspondence 
which passed between the Hon’ble the Member and Mr. Surendra Nath 
Mallik on the subject of his treatment by the Superintendent of the 
Alipore Central Jail? 


Tbo Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I should be glad to do so. 
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Or. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Is it a fact that the Jail Superintendent 
mistook Mr. Mallik for Mr. Gandhi’s doctor and that on discovering the 
identity of Mr. Mallik he declined to allow him to visit the jail? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: So far as I am aware the facts 
are these: Mr. Mallik wrote to the Superintendent saying that he 
panted to visit the Alipore Jail and asking what time would suit him 
best. Mr. Mallik in his letter did not ask for permission at all. The 
Superintendent naturally thought that Mr. Mallik was somebody who 
had authority to visit the jail and under that impression replied to him 
fixing a certain hour. When Mr. Mallik went there, the Superintendent 
thought that he was Mr. Gandhi’s doctor who was to have come on that 
day. When Major Salisbury found out* the mistake he was at a loss to 
know what to do as Mr. Mallik not being a Jail Visitor was not allowed 
to visit tin* jail and he told Mr. Mallik something to that effect. Mr. 
Mallik thought that he had written to him for jiermissiou which w y as 
given to him, but the Su{K*rintendent pointed out that he w r as under a 
misapprehension. The Superintendent, however, seeing that Mr. Mallik 
had come, gave him permission to see the prisoners whom he wanted to 
visit, hut Mr. Mallik refused. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the IT on* hie the Member aware that 
bis opinion is not shared by Mr. Mallik? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : Mr. Mallik never asked for 
jiermissiou I have got the whole ro ires] >on deuce here. The Superin- 
tendent was misled. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : Is it a fact that on the lf)th of June, a 
circular letter was received by the Superintendent of the Alijiore Jail 
which asked, him to afford facilities to members of Jail Standing Com- 
mittees to visit the jail and that the name of Dr. A. Suhrawardy, a 
member of the said Standing Committee, is not mentioned in the list of 
members of the Jail Standing Committee given in the circular letter? 

Th6 Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: This has nothing to do with 
the question. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: I draw the attention of the Hon’ble the 
Member to this question. 1 again repeat my question and would ask the 
Hon’ble the Member to state his reasons. 

[On the Ilon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Kahim rising to answer, the Hon’ble 
the Maharajadhirajn Bahadur of Burdwan said: Sir, this is a new ques- 
tion and notice ought to be given for it.] 

Tha DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu Surondra Nath Ray): It is for 

the Hou’ble the Member in charge to say so. 
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Or. , A. 8UHRAWARDY: I would repeat my question. Is it not 
a fact that l)r. A. Suhrawardy’s name was not mentioned in the list of 
members of the Jail Standing Committee sent with the circular letter 
to the Jail Superintendent ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 am not aware of that. 

* Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : Will the Hon'ble the Member he pleased 
to mention the date when members of the Jail Standing Committee were 
given authority to visit any jails ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 do not remember the date. 


Kanchrapara Jail buildings. 

• 

134. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the llon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state the 
amount of money sjnoit ujrto date on the promised camp or jail for non- 
co-operation prisoners at Kanchrapara? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government have decided to abandon the 
project ? 

(r) If so, will tin* ITon’ble the Memltcr he pleased to state whether 
the abandonment is due to the unsuitability of the locality as a place 
for the segregation of n<>n-co-ojH*ration prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The exjienditure on the 
buildings up to end of May, was Its. 1,55,145. 

(5) The unswer is in the negative. 

(c) This question does not arise. 


Alleged hardship of Muhammadan prisoners during “ Ramzan.” 

135. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that during the Muhammadan fasting month 
of Ramzan , Muhammadan fasting prisoners in the Alipore Central Jail 
had to suffer hardships and inconvenience owing to the restrictions 
placed on them as to the use of latrines in the Alipore Central Jail? 

( b ) Is there any truth in the statement that complaint was made 
that the prison rations allowed to Muhammadan fasting prisoners were 
inadequate and that they were not allowed a supply of fruit even at their 
own expense during the Ramzan f 
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The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) No such complaint wai 

made to the Superintendent who made adequate sanitary arrangements. 

( b ) The prisoners made no such complaint. Political prisoners who 
observed the fast were allowed fruit at their own expense during the 
Ramzan; ordinary prisoners are not allowed this privilege. 


Recommendations of the 8adler Commission. 

136. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
when it is pro]x>sed to introduce a Bill to give effect to the recommenda- 
tions of the Sadler Commission? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 
reply given in answer to unstarred question No. 134 put by Rai Hafendra- 
nath Chaudhuri on the 20th August, 1921. 


Financial position of the Calcutta University. 

137. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether lie has received the views of the Calcutta University about the 
resolution passed in this Council for instituting an inquiry into the 
financial affairs of the University? 

(b) Will the ITon’hle the Minister he pleased to state what 
measures, if any, he proposes to take to give effect to the resolution? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (o) No. In a letter dated the 
27th June last, the University has intimated that the matter has been 
referred to a Committee of the Senate and that the re]>ort of the Com- 
mittee is expected to he placed liefore the Senate at a very early date. 
It is expected, therefore, that the report will be received some time this 
month. 

(b) The matter will be considered ac soon as the report is received. 


Recruitment of candidates to the Provincial Bervioee. 

138. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI; (a) 

With reference to the recent allotment of the number of candidates to 
be nominated by the Dacca University and the different Colleges in the 
Presidency for recruitment to the Provincial Services by competitive 
examination, has the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appoint- 
ment Department received any complaints regarding the number allotted 
to the Dacca University? 
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(b) Wbat were the considerations that led the Government to place 
the Dacca University on the same footing with some of the Calcutta 
Colleges ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) Nominations were allotted in accordance with the number of 
graduates turned out by each College last year. The Dacca University 
hais been given the privilege of nominating graduates of the Dacca 
College and the Jagnnnath College in number proportionate to the 
number of successful graduates last year from these Colleges. 


Excess collection of settlement costs. 

139. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) 

Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the De|>art< 
ment of Revenue (Land Revenue) been drawn to question No. 120 of 
the Council of State and the answer given thereto by the Hon’ble 
Mr. B. N. Sarnia on the 15th March, 1922? 

(b) If so, will the Jion’ble the Member be pleased to make a state- 
ment indicating the policy of Government in regard to any excess 
collection of settlement costs which, under the new financial arrange- 
ments, are to be credited to the Provincial revenues? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of a general public feeling 
that the amounts of such excess collection should l>e sj>ent on objects 
of local public utility in the respective districts? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) Yes. • 

(b) Excess collections, if any will form part of the provincial 
revenues, just as any deficit will have to be met from provincial revenues. 

(c) Yes; but in view of the answer to (b), the desire cannot be 

fulfilled. 

Removal of the restrictions on the export of rioe from Bengal. 

140. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR* RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Commerco 
be pleased to lay on the table a copy of any letter which they might have 
addressed to the Government of India, ujxm the resolution moved by 
Babu Amulya Dhone Addy in this Council during the last winter 
session recommending the removal of the restrictions on the export of 
rice from Bengal ? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether he is 
aware of the letter of this Government to the Government of India* 
No. 887 \ Revenue Department), dated the 26th January, 1920, in which 
His Excellency the Governor-in -Council expressed at that time his appre- 
hension that unchecked export (of rice) might prevent the conservation 
of an adequate reserve in Bengal against any shortage of subsequent 
harvests ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether an 
adequate reserve has been conserved in Bengal since January, 1920 Y 

(d) If so, will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to say whether 
the said reserve has been calculated to counteract the probable shortage 
in the rice harvest this year owing to the lateness f>f the monsoon? 

(e) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware of a general public desire in 
Bengal that restrictions should be reini]K)sed on the export of rice from 
Bengal, in view of the partial failure of the monsoon and the steadily 
increasing price of rice? 

(/) With reference to the statement made by the Government of 
India in their communique on the subject, that should the removal of 
restrictions on the exi>ort of rice from the 1st April, 1922, be followed 
by a considerable rise in juices, the question will be reconsidered, are 
the Government considering the desirability of recommending to the 
Government of India’s a reconsideration of the question in the present 
circumstances of Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir JOHN KERR: (a) The resolution referred to was 
lost on a division and no communication was addressed to the Govern- 
ment of India concerning it. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No figures are available to show the present reserve of rice, but 
in view of the excellent paddy crop of 1921 and of the fact that its 
price militates against Bengal rice being in great demand in the world’s 
markets, it may be reasonably concluded that in sjnte of the removal of 
restrictions on exj>ort, existing supplies in .Bengal are adequate. 

(d) and (c) Owing to the prolonged drought in the early month* 
of the year, the boro jmddy crop was short and for the same reason it 
is anticipated that the aus poddy in East Bengal will not give a full 
yield. These classes of paddy are, however, of minor importance and 
as the monsoon has broken most favourably, it may be hoped that there 
will lie at least a normal harvest of aman jiaddy. Slight increases in 
the price of j>addy are noticeable nearly every year about the break hi 
the monsoon. In these circumstances there is no ground for appre- 
hension, nor is Government aware that such exists. 

(/) The Government of Bengal do not consider that there is at 
present justification for asking the Government of India to reconsider 
the matter. 
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Deputation of students to foreign universities for 
technical education. 

141. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Detriment of Agriculture and 
Industries be ]>leased to state what action, if any, it is promised to take 
on tile following 1 resolution which was carried In the Council in July 

1921 . 

This Council recommends to the Government to select every year 
from each district of Bengal and send out, at their cost, to different 
foreign universities, at least a dozen deserving graduate’s or under- 
graduates of the uvi ivei si ties of Calcutta and Dacca for a three years' 
course of technical industiial and agricultural training under such 
conditions as Government may deem proper?’* 

• 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to the list of resolutions in the 
lobby showing the action taken by Government, on the resolution. 

Provision has been made in the supplementary estimates of this 
session for the grant of two new technical .scholarships during the 
current financial year. 


Dacoities in Bengal. 

142. Babu NALINI NATH ROY; Will the^llon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state what s|MU'.ial 
action, if any, has been taken by tin* Government to cojx* with the 
increasing numlier of dacoities in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mf. H. L. 8TEPHEN30N; The temjMuarv additional 
staff employed in the Criminal Investigation Depit! tmeiit to deal with 
dacoities has been retained fora further jM'iiod. Detective dc]nwtments 
have been sanctioned in the districts of Dacca, Mvmensingh and M ulna- 
pore. Special patrols have been introduced uhcrevei possible, and action 
is being taken undci the preventive sections of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure and the Criminal Tribes Act. 


Bengal constables in rural districts. 

143. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Dejxirtinent l>e pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that dacoities and other crimes in rural areas 
are on the increase ? 


24 
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(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of strengthen 
ing the number of Bengal constables in the rural districts and o 
opening small outposts in places at a distance from the main thana 
where it has been found impossible to maintain supervision properly? 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 3TEPHEN80N: (a) Yes; there has beei 

an increase in the number of dacoities and certain other crimes. 

(b) it is not pressed to open more outposts. The action taken ii 
described in the answer to an unstarred question put at this meeting bj 
Babu Nalini Nuth ltoy, to which the member is referred. 


Release of political prisoners. 

144. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mernbei 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the effect, 
if any, which has been given to the resolution of Professor S. C. 
Mukherji, as amended by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Kay, regarding 
the release of political prisoners, passed in this Council on the 31st 
of J anuary Y 

(b) If no action has been taken, will the Hon’ble the Member be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) and (b) The member 

is referred to the answer given to an u ns tarred question on the subject 
asked at tiiis meeting by Babu Indu Bhushan l)utta. 


1 Appellate Side, Paper-Book Department. 

Supplementary statistics in regard to question 2S2 (a) (iii) and ( iv ) 
asked by Babu Surendta Xath Malhk at the meeting of the Bengat 
legislative Council held on the 29*li March, 1922. 

145. The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 282 (a) {Hi) The number 
of printed paper-lxvoks in Regular Appeals filed by vakils during the 
> oar 1920 is 242. Figures of Hie number actually prepared in that 
year cannot be given. The appeals, in which these paper-books were 
filed, date from 1915 onwards. 

(iv), {a) and (M Of the pa]>er-books prejwned by the High Court’s 
office, 8 consist of 20 pages or less; 25 of more than 20, but less than 
100 pages; and 5 of 100 pages or over. The total number of paper- 
books prepared by the High Court’s office in 1921 \m been found, after 
revision, to be 38, 
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It is not v o give the number of the paper-books prepared 

as distinct from “ filed ” in 1920. Of the 242 printed poper-bo»ks filed 
by vakils, 14 were of 20 j>ages or less ; 82 of more than 20, but less thau 
100 pages; and 14G of a 100 jmges or over. 

Strike of coolies in the Jetties and Kidderpore Docks. 

148.* Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon'ble the Memlier in charge of the Department of Commerce 
been drawn to the prolonged strike of coolies m the Jetties and the 
Kidderpore Docks of the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta ? 

(b) Is the Ilon'Jde the Member aware that the trade and industry 
of Bengal have been ad\ersely affected by the strike? 

(c) Are the (government considering the desirability of taking steps 
so that # the dispute of the said coolies with their employers might bo 
amicably settled and their giievanees, if any, against the local authori- 
ties might be removed ? 

Th© Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: The member is referred to the answer 
to clause (a) of an unstarred question No. 152 on the subject asked bv 
Mr. Krishna Chandia Ray Chaudhuri at to-day's meeting of this 
Coiihcil. 

Contract with Messrs. 8en Gupta, Ltd., for works in connection 
with the Mymensingh Partition Scheme. 

147. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: (a) Will the Dou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether the Government ha\e settled their accounts with Messrs. 
Martin & Co. in connection with the constmct ion of flic proposed Chief 
Justice's residence ? • 

(b) If so, what is the amount of their fiiml bill? 

(c) Is it correct that no settlement has been made with Messrs. 
Sen (iupta , Ltd., who were entrusted with the contiact tor the manu- 
facture of bricks at Kislioreganj «m<l Jumalpur in connection with the 
Mymensingh Partition Scheme, which was subsequently stopj>ed by 
Government? 

(d) Is it correct that Messrs. Sen (iupta, Ltd., have served a notice 
of suit in respect of their claims against* the (Government ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of settling the 
lispute out of court ? 

The Hon’ble the New ah 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
KllOfl Bahadur: (a) and (b) The member is referred to the answer given 
to starred question No. XXX II at the meeting of 3rd July, 1922. 

(c) and ( d ) Yes. 
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(e) Messrs. Sen Gupta, Ltd., have refused the terms of settlement 
offered, to them. 


8trike of Calcutta seamen. 

148. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

I he Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state 
whether he is aware of a- combination amongst discharged lascars and 
other seafaring people, including firemen, sailors and saloon “brews for 
more pay without which they refuse to sign or sail ? 

(b) If so, w ill the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement of facts and the remedies proposed or employed to meet the 
difficulties thus created? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
John Kerr): (a) and (b) Tin 1 strike of the Calcutta seamen began on 
the 12th June, 1922. On the previous day, a meeting of thd Indian 
Seamen's Union was held at KidderjHire, at which it was decided to ask 
tlie Shipping Agents to pay saloon crews the rate of wages prevailing 
in Bombay. With the exception of a short jieriod, from July, 1919, to 
November, 1920, the Bombay rates for seamen have always been higher 
than those of Calcutta and, up to the present, this difference has been 
accepted as just by the seamen themselves. The strike, winch *tbok 
place against the advice of the chief officials of the Union, affected all 
seamen, and though a number expressed their willingness to sign 
articles on the old conditions, they were prevented from actually doing 
so by intimidation. A lew' crews signed on during the strike, but 
the saloon men appeared to be unanimous in demanding the Bombay 
rates, and refused to sign on till the end. The strike ended on the morn- 
ing of the 24th June, when, on the advice of the Union, all the men, 
including the saloon crews, agreed to resume work on their old terms. 
On the 19th June, the Secretary of the Seamen’s Union requested Gov- 
ernment to set up a Conciliation Board, but this request was refused^ 
as Government did not consider there were sufficient grounds for such 
intervention. The Labour Intelligence Officer kept in close touch with 
developments throughout and helped «to bring about a settlement. 

Contract with Messrs. Sen Gupta, Ltd., for certain works in connection 
with the Mymensingh Partition Scheme. 

149. Rai NILMANI CHATAK Bahadur: ( a ) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased^; 
to lay on the table a copy of each of — 

(i) the final bills offered to Messrs. Sen Gupta, Ltd.; fftr works in 

connection with the Mymensingh Partition Scheme; and 

(ii) the final bill grunted to Messrs. Martin & Company for con* 

struction of the proposed Chief Justice’s residence in Calcutta. 
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f (6) # Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
correct that these two contractors have been treated differently ns 
regards comjiensation for stoppage of works. 

(c) If so, in what resjiects have they l>een so treated ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 

for this differential treatment? . 


(e) Is it correct that Messrs. Sen Gupta, Ltd., have been offered a 
lamp sum as compensation ? 

(/) H so, on what basis has this been calculated? 

(g) Is it a fact that Messrs. Sen Gupta, Ltd., have served Govern- 
ment with a notice fif their intention to bring a civil suit? 


The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to the answei given to starred 
question No, XXXI I at the meeting on did .July, and to the answer 
given to a question put by Mr. Ajoy Oliunder I)utt at this meeting. In 
the circumstances, Go\ernment is not prepared to lay pa]>ers on the 
table or to give 4 lie information asked for as the matter is now subject 
to adjudication by a court of law. 


Paper Book Department 

150. Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: (//) Has the JTon’hlc the 
Memlier in charge ot the* Judicial Department received any recommen- 
dation from the Government of India in regard tef the expenditure on 
the new paper hook section of tin* Calcutta High Court, a demand for 
which was included in the last Budget, hut refused by the Council? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to •state what 
action has been taken by the Government of Bengal on the recommen- 
dation of the Government of India? 

(r) Have the Government of Bengal sanctioned any expenditure 
on the said pu{>ei book section since the refusal by the Council of the 
demand in March last ? 

( d ) If so, will the Hon’hle the Meml>er lie pleased to state when, 
or what amount and under what authority the expenditure was sanc- 
tioned P 

(e) What is the percentage of first appeals from decrees that have 
gone up on appeal to the Privy Council during the last five years, 
i.e., 1917 to 1921 P 

(/) Is it correct that a proposal to abolish the system of prepara- 
tion of papei books in the High Court in appeals from original decrees 
emanated from the Privy Council in 1910 or thereabout on the ground 
of delay and inclusion of unnecessary papers? 
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(g) What was the resolution of the Hon’ble Judges of thfe High 
Court in regard to that ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a eopy of the reply given by the High Court on that occasion ? 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

(b) A demand has been made in the supplementary budget for 
Its. 34,00b with a view to meet the charge for the continuance of 
the Department during the current financial year. 

(c) and (<I) Its. 10,000 was restored by His Excellency the Governor 
to meet the ex]ienditure of the Department up to the end of June, 1922. 

(*> 


Year. 


Percentage 

1917 


4*8 

1918 


35 

1919 


7*6 

1920 


0*4 

1921 


6 1 30 


(/), (#) and (b) The Registrar of Ilis Majesty’s Privy Council sug- 
gested in 1910 that to save time and expense papei books in appeals 
from the (hurts of Subordinate Judges to the High Court might be 
printed in the same type and shajH* as the records in Privy Council 
cases, so that reprinting of the paper-books might be avoided in the 
event of an npi>enl to the Privy Council following. The Court did not 
accept the suggestion for reasons which then appeared sufficient to the 
Court. The Hon’ble the Chief Justice and Judges do not consider that 
copies of the.se ]Mi])ers should be made public. 


Travelling allowance and residential allowance of members of Council. 

151. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in (lmrge of the Legislative Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the “ usual places of residence ” (as contemplated in 

the rules entitling a member to draw allowances) of the non- 
official members of the Council; 

(ii) who are the members of the Council who have drawn travelling 

allowance or residential allowance or both and what is the 
amount drawn by these members since January, 1921; 

(m) whether it is the practice, in the case of some mufassal 
members, to claim and draw travelling allowance back to 
their headquarters during week-ends when the Council is not 
sitting, in lieu of residential allowance in Calcutta; 
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(tv) how many members have drawn such travelling 1 allowance, and 
on how many occasions, since January, 1921 ; and* 

(t^ what is the longest and shortest time any one member has 
stayed at his headquarters, during any one of these trips? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of framing h 
rule requiring members to take the leave of the Ilon’ble the Presi- 
dent when they return to headquarters for short stays? 

(c) Have the Government taken any steps to prevent these short and 
hurried returns to headquarters by members in the midst of a session 
without anj adequate reason ? 

(il) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
rule that travelling allowance will l>e paid, except in the case of members 
who live at short distances from Calcutta, once at the commencement of 
the session for tin* journey to Calcutta and again at the end of a session 
for the return journey of a member to headquarters? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (/) This question cannot 
be fully answered in respect of the members who do not draw travelling 
allowance and residential allowance; their usual places of residence in 
Calcutta are as shown in column 8 of the seventh list of members of 
this Council. In resj>ect of others who draw their travelling allowance 
and residential allowance their usual places of residence are as shown 
in the statement laid on the table in reply to the member’s starred 
question on the subject. 

( n ) The meml>cr is referred to the reply given to his starred ques- 
tion on the subject in this session. • 

(hi) Yes. 

( iv ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(v) Twenty-two hours and B hours, respectively. 

(b) and (d) The question of travelling allowance and residential 

allowance of members has been discussed by the Council in the debate 
on various resolutions on the subject and Government is considering the 
views therein expressed. • 

(c) Yes. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstatred question No. 15 1 ( it ) re : 
short trips made by members since* January , 19”1 and travelling 


allowance charged. 

-> Names. Number of trips. 

Afzal, Nawahzada K. M. Khan Bahadur ... ... 1 \ 

Alnned, Khan Bahadur Mnulvi Kinaduddin ... ... ]8 

Ahm« d, Khan Bahadur Mnulvi Waairnuddift ... 16 

Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin ... ... ... 9 
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Names. 

Number of trips. 

Ajnned, Maulvi Rafi llddin 

12 

AInned, Maulvi Yakuinuddin ... ... 

16 

Ahmed, Mr. M. 

5 

Ahmed, Munshi Jafer ... ... ... 

5 

Ali, Munshi Amir ... ... ... 

3 

Ali, Munshi Ayuh ... 

3 

Ali, Maulvi Saiyid HoHsain 

1 

Arhamuddiu, Maulvi Khandakar 

10 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaju Mohnined ... 

4 

Banna, Uui Sahib Panedianau, M n E. 

10 

Bbattaeharji, Bahu Hem Chandra ... v . 

1 

Chuudhuri, Bahu Kishori Mohan ... ... 

9 

Chuudhuri, Bahu Tankanuth ... ... 

Nil. 

Cliaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi IIuHzar Rahman 

11 

Cliaudliuri, Maulvi Shall Muhammad 

Nil. 

Das, Balm Bishmadev 

15 

Das Gupta, Rai Bahadur Niharan Chandra ... 

Nil 

DeLisle, Mr. J A. ... 

4 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai, m.h.k. 

Nil. 

Diitta, Bahu Armada Charau 

3 

Dutta, Bahu Indu Bhushan ... 

Nil. 

Faroijui, Mr K. G. M. 

3 

Ghat ak, Rai Bahadur Nihnani ... 

Nil 

IIa<j, Shah Sy e»l Emdadul 

Nil. 

Ilmj, Maulvi Kkramul ... 

13 

Iliihsain, Maulvi Mahammed Madassur 

5 

Janah, Balm Sarat Chandra 

Nil. 

Karim, Maulvi Ahdul ... ... 

5 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal 

Nil. 

Khan, Bahu Dehendra Lai 

Nil. 

Khan, Maulvi llumid-ud-diu 

14 

Khan, Maulvi Md. ltaKque Uddin 

11 

Khan, Mr, Razaur Rahman ... ... ... 

Nil. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad 
Ersliad Ali ... ... 

11 

Makramali, Munshi 

8 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra (daily passenger) 

Nil. 

Mukharji, Bahu Satish Chandra (daily passenger) 

Nil. 

Mukharji, Professor S. C. (daily passenger) 

Nil. 

Mukhopadhaya, Bahu Sarat Chandra 

1 

Mulliek, Bubu Nirode Behary ... ... ... 

21 

Paldowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbnr 

13 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Ahdur ... .. ... 

7 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekareswar ... ... 

Nil 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai 

1 
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Names. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Brojendra Kishor 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. [vrinhaa Cbaiulra (daily p&hsenger) 

Hay Choudhury, Haja Maumatha Nath 

Rialii, Babu Raaik Chandra 

Roy, Balm Jogendra Kriuhnu 

Roy, Babu, Jogeudra Nath ... ... 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur KahautiUh Chandra 

Roy, Mr Bijoyproaad Singh 

Roy, Rai Bahadur balit Mohan Singh 

Roy, Raja Manijoil Singh, e i.k. ... 

Roy Chaudhuri, Balm Sailaju Nath ... 

Sarkar, Babu Jogrsh Chandra ... 

Sinlia, Babu Surendra Nurayan ... 

i^uhrawai d\ , Di . II assan 
Travers, Mr \V L , o h.k. 


Number of trips. 

Nil. 

Nil.* 

4 

2 

> 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

t* 

r* 

H 

1 

11 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 


8trike of Dock and Jetty Coolies. 

152. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 

tlio Hon ’ hie the Memlnu m charge of tin* Marino i )t'j>tirt mc‘n t Ih‘ pleased 
to lay on tin* table a statement showing — 

(0 the huts about tin* leeont strike of the Dock anil Jettv coolies; 

(if) what steps, it any, have been taken to conciliate the ^tiikers; 
(m) the facts alamt the recent strike 1 of J ndiuiuscamen ; 

(ir) what steps, if any, ha\e been or are being taken by the (Jov- 
eminent of Bengal to counteract the action of ship-owner* in 
England who are replacing lasears by British seiynen el) the 
plea that a small section of the Indian crew of tf.N. Ki/ypt 
behaved badly before she was sunk by a collision in flu* 
English Channel; and 

(v) the facts about the difference in the scale of wages paid to 
Calcutta and Bombay saloon hoys; 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) (i) The strike of the Dock and 
Jetty coolies started on the 1st June, 1922, as the result of the convic- 
tion of two sirdars for an assault on a ( lineman employed hv the Bort 
Commissioners. The coolies demanded from their employers an assur- 
ance of protection against the alleged high-handedness of the cranemen 
&iid a promise of help in cases of prosecution. As a condition of taking 
the men back to work, the stevedores asked the sirdars to sign a new 
agreement specifying in detail the future conditions of work in the 
Docks. A number of sirdars signed the new agreement in the last 
week of June, and the remainder signed on the 1st and 3rd July. 
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Work at the Docks is now normal. During the strike work was carried 
on mainly by coolies imported from Madras and Rangoon and by shiptiV 
crews. 

(ti) Duiing the strike, negotiations were conducted continuously 
between representatives of the coolies and the stevedores. A request 
for official intervention was made on the 9th June, by Babu Upendra 
Nath Sail, who acted as the mouthpiece of the coolies, but was refused, 
as Government did not consider that there were sufficient grounds for 
such intervention. 

(Hi) The member is referred to the answer to an unstarred question 
on the subject asked by Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt .Bahadur at to-day’s 
meeting of this Council. 

(?V) Government are not aware that action, as stated by the member, 
has been taken by shipowners in England. If the member has any 
reliable information, Government will be prepared to represent the 
matter to the Government of India, who are primarily concerned. 

(v) The following table shows the difference in the scale of wages 
paid to the Calcutta and Bombay sabxm boys: — 


Salooimvn. 



Calcutta. 

Bombay. 




Rh. 

Rh. 

Bntler-in-eharge 

... 

... 

80 

90 

Puller under Steward 



75 

85 

Baker 



70 

70 

Baker Mate 

... 


30 

22-8 

Chief Cook and Baker 

... 


75 

85 

Chief Cook 



70 

80 

2nd Cook 


... 

40 

45 

3rd Cook 


... 

25 

28 

4 th Cook 



20 

22-8 

Saloon hoy a 



34 

8 

1 

CO 

c* 

Marconi Boy 

.*• 


10 

10 

Mesa Hoorn Boy 



34 

35 

„ „ Mate 



15 

15 

Butcher 



45 — 50 

65 

„ Mate 



25 

25 

Scullion 



24 

22-8 

Topass 

... 


22 

22-8 

Pantryman, 1st class 



37—40 

40 

„ 2nd class 


... 

35 

228 
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153. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon hie 

the Member in charge of the Judicial Department !>e pleaded to lay on 
the table a statement showing : — 

(t) the amount realised from the appellants to the High Court in 
first appeals from decrees as cost for the prejniration of 
paper-books from January to June, 1922; 

(it) the cost of the establishment of the Paper- Hook Department of 
the High Court during the last six months, exclusive of fees 
paid to the translators and examiners of translations from 
January to June, 1922; and 

(Hi) the expenditure incurred in the Paper-Book Department of the 
High Court under the following heads: — 

(I) the salaries of assistant registrar, superintendents and 
assistant superintendents in charge of the Department; 

(II) The salaries of clerks, typists and copyists employed 
in the paper book section; 

(IN) the salaries of editors and assistant editors; 

(IV) the salaries of proof-readers; 

(V) the amounts paid to presses for printing pnjier hooks ; 

(VI) the fees paid to translators; 

(VII) the fees paid to examiners of translations ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state whether there 
are any officers or clerks employed wholly or partially in the j«i|H*r book 
section whose salaries are shown in the |K*rmanent staff of the High 
Court as distinct from the new pajM‘r book section? 

(c) Tf so, what is their number and what is the total amount of 
their monthly salary ? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble the Member lie pleased to state how the 'osf 
of the Paper — Book Department during April to June, 1922, has been 
met by the Government after the demand for the said Dci>artment in 
the Budget for the year 1922-2tflmd been refused by the Council? 

(e) Has His Excellency the Governor restored any i>ortion of the 
demand in the Budget made for the cost of the paj>er book section and 
refused by the Council? If so, when? 

(/) What is the number of the paper- books in first appeals from 
decrees prepared by the Paper Book Department of the High Court and 
the total number of pages printed during the last six months, January 
to June 1922? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the number of these paper books consisting of 20 pages or less; 
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ing the last official year and how many of their recommendations have 
been acceped by the Government? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The number of meetings of the 

Judicial Standing Committee in 1021-22 was 3 and of the Jails Standing 
Committee 5. 

The functions of the Committee are advisory and their proceedings 
are confidential. 


Sittings of the Police Standing Committee. 

155. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department Ini pleased to state the 
number of sittings of the Police Standing Committee during the last 
official year and how many of their recommendations have been accept- 
ed by the Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The Standing Committee 
attached to the Police Department met on seven occasions in 1921-22. 
Under the rules its functions are advisory and its proceedings confiden- 
tial. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT : A general circular letter has been 
placed in the hands of members regarding the alteration of the List of 
, Business in regard to a supplementary demand in which it is stated that 
the demand will l>e taken up at the last hour on Tuesday, the 11th 
instant. I am to explain, in that connection, that the discussion on 
the pai>er book grant will be taken up at 5-30 i\m. exactly. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: With reference to this item, the time 
fixed for discussion is one hour, and if you take away this hour the 
business will suffer. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You will have a whole hour to discuss 
that item from 5-30 to 6-30 i\m. . 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: What I mean to say is this : A fixed 
time has been allotted for discussion of certain items, and if you devote 
one hour to this particular item, will that time be taken away from 
other items? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: There need be no such apprehension** 
Each demand will be given its allotted time. 
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26. — Police. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N ! I move that a sum of 
As. 3,56,471 be granted for expenditure under head 41 26. — Police.” 

It will be observed that there are unfortunately motions for the 
refusal or reduction of practically all the items that make u]> this vote* 
It will therefore save time to reserve my remarks until those motions 
come up for discussion. 


• Motions for reductions. 

The following motion, which st<H>d in the name of Balm Annada 
Oharan Dutta, was, in the absence of the member, deemed to he with- 
drawn 

“ That the demand of Rs. 2,274, under head * 26. — Police- — Scheme 
1 * be refused.” 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,274, under head “ 26. — Police — Scheme 1 ” for Arms Act Depart- 
ment, be refused. 

I think it is quite evident that an additional grant of Rh. 3,56,471 
has l»een asked for by the TTon’ble Member in charge of the Department. 
I should have thought that having regard to the unprecedented increase 
in police charges in recent years, perhaps the ITon'ble Member might 
have waited for the result of the Retrenchment Committee before ask- 
ing this House for another grant of over Rs. 3} lakhs. However, my 
motion is confined to a very small microscopic sum of a little over 
Rs. 2,000. It may be said that I am carping — I am simply playing 
with a sum of a little over Rs. 2,000. 1 may explain that in this item 

it 1 is stated that this additional establishment is required for the pur- 
pose of coping with the increase of work in the Arms Act Department. 

I must accept the statement that is made here on the authority of the 
Commissioner of Police, and therefore to my mind, and T believe to the 
mind of any ordinary individual, it might apj>ear necessary that some 
increase in the ministerial staff may he necessary, but instead of that 
I find that a sub-inspector on Rs. 150 a month plus additional allow- 
ances is to be appointed. I do not find tluit the department has asked 
for any additional ministerial staff. If that had been the case 1 should 
not have objected to the item at all because when the officer in charge 
of this particular department says that the business has increased 
and the work of the department has increased and he wants additional 
staff, stirelv he is in a letter position to consider the matter than we 
are, but I fail to understand the necessity of having another sub- 
foapector added to the large army of inspectors and sub-inspectors in 
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the police staff. As one who is to a certain extent acquainted wit 
the operations of the Arms Act in our part of the town — I do not sa 
that I know the operation of the Arms Act in its entirety — but as fa 
as I know in our part of the town, it is the local police who are entrust© 
with making inquiries about applicants who apply for exemption o 
rather for permission to keep fire-aims or rather who apply for licensee 
Therefore, I do not understand what is the necessity of having a: 
additional sub-inspector for this department, and I think, therefore 
that it would l>e letter to refuse this demand, and at the same tim 
if it is deemed necessary to add to the ministerial ^taff, I, for my part 
will be glad to support that motion. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: When a particula 
department asks for a very small addition to its staff it is not possible 
for the Council to say whether it is necessary or not, but we can speal 
on the principle underlying such demands. Here w T e find that tin 
Arms Act Department thinks an extra sub-inspector of jxdice is neces 
wary for prompt despatch of business in that office. But, Sir, the worl 
involved is undoubtedly clerical. Why then appoint a sub-inspecto 
of police who has been specially trained for investigation work an( 
who costs much more than an ordinary clerk? We can get a fairb 
competent ministerial officer for Rs. 100 a month, but a sub-inspecto: 
of police would cost us Rs. 275 in Calcutta and also a lump sum o 
Rs. 244 for his dress, etc. I, therefore, move that wo should makt 
provision only for a clerk on Rs. 100 a month and refuse Rs. l,46f 
which would lx 1 necessary if a sub-inspector of police were to be appointed 
I must add here that all investigation work of this department is carriec 
through local police-stations, and even if any investigation be dom 
through this office, there are several executive officers in the depart- 
ment who can be exjx'cted to do such work. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ had a similar motion standing ii: 
his name, but he withdrew it. ** 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The work of the Arms Act 

Department has decreased owing to licenses being issued more sparingly 
than hitherto, and, therefore T think, the reason of pressure of work 
in the department cannot be put forward now, and I beg to submit 
that the entertainment of a sub-insjiector on Rs. 275 a month is not 
reasonable. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: We are very grateful tc 

the Rai Bahadur and to the Kumar Sahib for their co-operation in 
offering a ministerial officer to the Arms Act Department. I may, 
however, explain why a ministerial officer will not do for this kind oi 
work. The Arms Act Department deals not only with the issue of 
arms but with the whole of the Anns Act. It has to inspect th€ 
dealers’ books, their godowns: it has to make inquiries, and verify everj 
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sale they make. In addition to the Arms Act, it also deals with the 
Poisons Act, the Explosives Act, and there were in 1920, 20(f licensee 
tinder the Explosives Act, and since then the number of these licenses has 
considerably risen. It also deals with the Petroleum Act. In 1920, 
there were 200 depots and in the next year the nuvnlter rose to nearly 
400. The work for which this sub-inspector is wanted is for the inspec- 
tion of the depots which are licensed and have to he inspected regularly 
and thoroughly. The new Arms Act rules came into force on the 1st of 
January, 1920. In the same year, the Commissioner of Police took 
over the administration of tin* Arms A cl in the whole of the suburbs 
as well as in Calcutta and thereby the work was enormously increased. 
The new rules hav£ very much increased the work on the Arms Act 
side. There are constant alterations and additions to I In* rules, and 
exemptions and so forth have been a fruitful source of work to the 
Arms Ajfit Department for the last two years. These two years we have 
had this department on a temporary basis in order that we may not con- 
firm it on too large a scale, until we have had a thorough experience of 
the work. We have now decided to confirm it, but in confirming it the 
Commissioner of Police has asked for this small addition to his staff. 

Before 1920, the Arms Act staff consisted of one inspector, one sub- 
inspector, two sergeants and two constables. Since then there has 
been an addition of an Assistant Commissioner, one inspector, one sub- 
inspector, two sergeants and four constables. We now propose to add 
one sub-inspector and one record-supplier. That would make three 
sub-inspectors. One’s dutv is to insect all the licensed depots, the 
licensed arms and ]>etroleum shops in Ho* north of the town, and another’s 
dutv is to do the same work in the south, while the third is required for 
miscellaneous inquiries. The record-supplier is required because owing 
to the large number of applications for licenses which arc dyalt with in 
the clerical department, the one record-supplier we have is not sufficient 
to avoid delays, and it is economical to employ another record-supplier 
rather than waste the time of the clerks in having to hunt for files and 
papers that are wanted. 

T trust that this House will regard this additional establishment as 
being not unnecessary but reasonable. 

Vtai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: May I inquire what has been 
the increase in the number of licensed godowns and arms shops during 
the last two or three years? 

The Hoft’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: The only figures I have 
got now are of petroleum godowns. I find that in 1920, there were 200 
licensed petroleum godowns in Calcutta : in 1921, the num!>er rose to 
371, and now I think it is over 400. 

Eai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur's motion was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that the demand of 

Rs. 5,773 under head “ 26.— Police ” for entertainment of additional 
sergeants, etc., for the Public Vehicles Department, be refused. 

From a i>erusal of the supplementary police budget, it seems to me 
that Government is in an extraordinary hurry to spend as much money 
on the police as they can lie fore the Retrenchment Committee has had 
time to submit its report. Otherwise, how are we to explain this 
demand, the note against which says that more than a year ago, Gov- 
ernment gave administrative sanction for 10 sergeants and some other 
staff. They could manage without these two sergeants for one whole 
year, and now from August next they propose to appoint these two 
sergeants. Tt is most likely that the report of tin* Retrenchment 
Committee, will be submitted before October, that is, before the next 
budget is f?*amed. That is the direction of Government, as far as I can 
understand. 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. H. E. Spry): Tin* direction is that tin* report should be submitted, 
if possible, before the end of this year. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: So 1 do not undeistand how the 
Public Vehicles Department will come to a deadlock without the assist- 
ance of these two sergeants for these few months. Then, Sir, there 
is no reason why in this Public Vehicles Department constables should 
not do the work very well. So, 1 cannot understand why we should 
spend the hurd-earied tax-payer's money on this department just 
now. With these few words. T beg to move my resolution. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I have an identical motion 
in my name, and 1 wish to point out, in addition to what has fallen 
from my friend, that 1 am not one of those who is anxious to reduce 
the police expenditure whether it is essentially necessary or not. For 
my part 1 can tell you — T can tell the llon’ble Member — that w T e are 
practically without police in our part of the town. Instead of giving 
us sergeants, if the llon’hle Member would increase the number of 
pahrmrnlhis , they will allow us to enjoy our sleep in more security 
than we do at present. So, it must not be assumed that T am 
against jH>lioe expenditure as a whole, but I fail to understand what 
is the use of having another couple of sergeants when you have 
been so long managing with eight additional sergeants in the Public 
Vehicles Department. Then, Sir, it is stated that on account of the 
transfer of the Public Vehicles Department from Fenwick Razar toBenia- 
pukur, it is necessary to have guards in two places, and, therefore, it is 
proposed to have three bead constables — if T have followed the statement 
aright — and three constables. T do not know why this staff is necessary. 
It is presumed that it is wanted for guarding the two places, I do 
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not know whether the ordinary police staff for guarding the old Fen- 
wick Bazar station will he retained—! have not got these particulars. 
At any rate, I do not know why this expenditure* on three head con- 
stables and three constables is necessary, for guarding another place, and 
further, I again repeat — and it has l)een repeated more than once in this 
House — all these items will require scrutiny by the Retrenchment 
Committee, and it is only a matter of three or four months. If we ffo 
on increasing in this way when we have got a small surplus of about 
Rs. 19 lakhs, I do not think we will be dealing with the Retrenchment- 
Committee very fairly. We shall he rather hampering Them than 
helping them. 

The following motion was, in the absence of Hie member, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: ‘Thai the demand of 
Rs. 5,773 under head ‘2f>. — Police — Scheme 2 ’ he reduced by Rs. 929.” 

SHAH 8YED EM DA DU L HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. 5,773 under head “ 2f>. — Police— Scheme 2 ” for the entertainment 
of additional sergeants, head-constables and constables for the Public 
Vehicles Deportment, he reduced bv Rs. 443. 

He delivered his sj>eech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

The speakers who preceded me have explained the reasons for, and 
the im|x>rtnnee of, this motion. T have nothing to add to what has been 
said by them. I have come from a distant village to co-operate with 
.von and not to fight with von. Seeing that nothfng is being accepted 
by the Government, 1 move this motion of mine for the reduction of 
a small sum and it is for the Hou'ble Member to accept or reject it. 
In suggesting this motion T loft out the pay of two mounds at Rs. 25 
and Rs. 18, resj>ective1v, and the cost of their clothing, etc., which 
amounts to Rs. 448. I, however, leave it to the good sense of the 
House. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKH ARE8WAR RAY: 1 move that the demand for 
Rs. 5,773 under head “ 20. — Police — Scheme 2 ,f for the Public Vehicles 
Department of the Calcutta Police Force, be reduced bv Re. 1. 

Here, too, my amendment is based on a question of principle. T 
submit that if expansion of work has necessitated two more ap)K)int- 
ments, let these appointments go to the natives of the soil. If neces- 
sary, let two sub-inspectors be appointed in place of two European 
sergeants. In the long run they will prove cheaper when the question 
of married sergeants' quarters comes up before the House. 

CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. J. Donald): The 

main objection to the proposals has reference to the financial position 
df Government. In this matter we do not consider that the Public 
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Oi V 


unman L/i7> run ixitAlvio. 


[1UTH JULY 


Vehicles Department should really be a source of revenue and if we can 
manage to cover all expenditure necessary for the department within 
its receipts, we are doing well. At present the receipts from the Public 
Vehicles Department are very much in excess of the expenditure, and 
there is ample margin, for keeping up the force to the required strength 
for the control of traffic:. We can find the money and so the proposals 
are not affected by the financial position. The proposed staff is really 
required. Last year theie were 2,200 more motor vehicles in Calcutta 
over the number in the previous year — including motor cars, taxis, 
lorries, etc., and it may be interesting to the members to know that 
as many as 1,377 ]>ersons wore injuied in 1921 and 95 were killed as a 
result of accidents from motor vehicles. The idea in 1920 was to 
appoint 10 sergeants. At that time there was money only sufficient to 
provide for eight seigeants and for that reason the Commissioner carried 
on with eight, but the traffic conditions at tin* present moment are 
becoming very difficult. There are not enough sergeants moving about 
Ihe streets controlling the traffic and seeing that the regulations are 
observed. Part of the expenditure is due to the fact that the depot 
at Beniapukur has been added to lemove the congestion at Fenwick 
Bazar, and the staff of head-constables and constables which we have 
provided for is intended mainly for Beniapukur. It is a very small 
staff of three head-cons! aides and tlnee constables to guard the pro- 
I H *rty night and day. 1 lead-constables ami constables are not fitted for 
the work for which sergeants are required, namely, for running all over 
Calcutta, seeing that the regulations arc observed and that the traffic is 
kept in order. There is a big surplus in this department from which 
we want to meet this small expenditure, and on financial grounds, 
therefore, there is no objection to the expenditure. The staff proposed 
is actually required and 1 must oppose the amendment. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Is it the policy of Government 
to keep a costly and extravagant staff simply because one particular 
department is making some profit, as was suggested by Mr. Donald? 

Mr, J, DONALD: The staff we piopose is neither extravagant nor 
costly having regard to the work done. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that the demand of 

Rs. 41 ,015 under head “ 2(>. — police ” for the recurring cost of the extra 
mounted police and motor vehicles for the Calcutta police be refused. 

I fully realise the great responsibility that, has devolved upon this 
Council because of the bold declaration made by His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, that he leaves the final decision of this matter in the hands of the 
Council. Ibis declaration to abandon his ]>ower of restoring a rejected 
grant in a reserved subject, specially in such a }>et subject like the police, 
must appeal to all members of this Council, which has so long worked in 
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file fettered atmosphere of a hopeless dyarchy. I sincerely trust that 
t this decision is not a temj>orarv one, hut will always he followed in all the 
tfegerved subjects. When, therefore, 1 move that this demand for the 
extra mounted police be refused, 1 do so, not in any frivolous or captious 
spirit, but with the full consciousness of this great responsibility — so 
justly transferred to our shoulders. 

Much capital has been sought to he made of the fact that this extrh 
mounted police was sanctioned by this Council in January last, and it 
has been freely alleged that if this Council refused this grant in March 
last by the narrow majority of one, it must have been done so in cii emu- 
stances which were not fully understood, so much so that it appeared to 
His Excellency that. there was a eonsiderable element of doubt as to 
whether this vote really represented the considered opinion of the Coun- 
cil. 

Without wishing in any way to criticise the opinion of His Excel- 
lency, may I protest most vehemently against the source of information 
and assurance, that has been supplied to II is Excellency and whic h is 
evidently contrary to facts as T shall presently show. 

I know that this Council has unfortunately gone back on its own 
vote on two distinct occasions, once by sanctioning Hs. 2d lakhs which 
it had once refused and again b\ sanctioning a grant to continue to keep 
the political prisoners in jail, it had itself decided that they should 
be set free. I fully realise that this Council has thus laid itself open to 
the stigma of not knowing its own mind— to the stigma of the majority 
of one vote — .even if that majority were obtained in the tooth of tho stren- 
uous activities of tho Government whips, being regarded as not repre- 
senting the considered opinion of the Council. Hut 1 can assure the Gov- 
ernment that there lias been no misconception in this matter. If there 
was any slight misunderstanding, there was reason for it yn the first 
occasion, when the grant was sanctioned; there was none on the second 
occasion, when the grant was lefused. as I shall presently show. May 
I ask, Sir, if the majority had been more than one, would Government 
have accepted the decision of the Council? Have they done so in the 
past, when that decision lias gon<fc a gainst the wishes of the Government? 

A mere glance at the speech of the TTon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, 
delivered on the first occasion of his asking the grant on the 30th Jan- 
uary last, will convince the House that it was no ordinary grant. H 
was not a grant that had been brought wp in the regular course of the 
expansion of the Police Department at the time of the preparation of the 
financial budget of 1921-22. The Commissioner of Police might have 
asked for his expansion long ago, but the Hon ’hie Member did not think 
it important enough to give it a place in the budget of 1921-22. T can 
make bold to say that had not the hartal* and other activities of the non- 
oo-onerators upset the nerves of the authorities, we might not have heard 
of this demand at all, though the first demand in January was described 
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by the Government as a permanent demand, the fact that the whole 
speech of Sir Henry Wheeler was obsessed with the extraordinary 
situation in Calcutta, the fact that it was brought in hot haste at the fag* 
enil of the year, when there remained barely two months before the 
close of the financial year, must have overwhelmed the Council with the 
belief that it was an extraordinary measure. 

" I shall take the lilierty of quoting the following passages from the 
Ilon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s speech and these quotations will convince 
the members of this Council that this demand was not an ordinary 
demand. This is what the Ifon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said on the 30th 
January last: — 

Put briefly this expenditure was ron.sidered by Government to be necessary 
m order to strengthen the Calcutta Police to meet, the very dangerous situation 
which existed in this city since the middle of November last, and which still 
exists. 

Then again: — 

We have attempts to form unlawful and disorderly processions, to hold 
forbidden meetings and to rev he the old methods of picketing and intimidation. 

Then again: — 

Naturally, the roping will) this situation has thrown a grievous burden of work 
and responsibility upon the police. 

Then again : — 

A considerable' part of thq expenditure for winch funds are now T sought has 
been incurred, and 1 think it will Ik* agreed- that, in the cireumstanc'es, this wan 
inevitable. 

Here was the cat nut of the bag. The Government in a panic had 
already incurred most of the expenditure, hud appointed the mounted 
police and bought the motor lorries, and it was only a sort of an eye-wash 
that the Council was asked to sanction the money. This was not the only 
occasion when the Government had spent money first and come to the 
Council afterwards for the grant of that money, and let me take 
this occasion of entering my protest — my vehement protest — against this 
procedure, this camouflage of asking for money after it has been already 
spent . 1 remember jierfeetly well that the Government whips and even 

some of the comparatively inde]>endent members said, well, it was an 
extraordinary situation, the money has been sjieiit at any rate, most of 
it has l>een s|>eiit, how can you refuse* the money now? When the 
|>ermaneiit demand comes in tlie next budget, i.r., in March, we shall 
see to it. That was the impression of the Council. If I am not mis- 
taken, Sir, this was how the grant was made in January and now the 
Government quite coolly says that the Council sanctioned the permanent 
increase in January and was wrong in refusing the grant in March. 

I do not understand this mentality. 

Another piece of evidence taken from the budget of 1922-23, will con- 
vince the House that this grant was an extraordinary one. When the 
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budget of 1922-23 was drawn in October, 1921, this item of extra mount- 
ed police had not found a place in the budget. The Government had 
only kept a sum of one lakh under the vague item of meeting political 
situation. The scheme of t he extra mounted police hud not matured 
and had not been budgeted for. This is the only reason why, at the 
March session of the (’mined, during the budget discussions, the II on ’hie 
Sir Henry Wheeler hud to apologise for having, to some extent, misled 
the Council by the foim in which the entry found its place in the bud- 
get. That this demand for the extra mounted police was the outcome 
of an emergent situation, will also lie clear from Sir Henry Wheeler’s 
reply to the amendment of Professor S. C. Mukheiji in March last. 
TMs is what he said ‘ — 

When we came to exnnmut our resources in connection with recent events, 
the Commissioner of Police pressed upon us, the undenmhie chum that existed 
for strengthening the Mounted Pone m Calcutta. 

• 

So, it is (dear that it was in connection with these recent events that 
the scheme matured. The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler even in March, 
1922, admitted that this necessity for the extra mounted jxdice was the 
outcome of the extraordinary situation. Then, was it any wonder that 
the majority of the members of this Council Induced in .January that 
this extra mounted indue was necessitated by the extraordinary situation 
and that they should not deny it as long as that extraordinary situation 
lasted ? 

When the demand came up in March, the Council, I think, quite 
justly thought that, as the political situation had improved, there was 
no justification foi continuing this police. It t he ^il uat ion grew worse 
at any future time, the Government could easily appoint new men as 
they had already done m December, 1921. The Council, therefore, 
refused the grant. I say deliberately that the voting did lepiesent the 
considered opinion of this Council: what justification can tliere he for 
the insinuation that the Council did not know its own mindP If the 
bureaucratic executive adsised His Excellency to restore* the grant by 
laying the blame on the Council, the responsibility for this obstinate 
attitude must rest on the shoulders of the executive. It would not do to 
lay the blame on the Council amf sav that it did not know what it was 
doing. Because the Council came to the help of the Government with 
the large grant of Us. 2i lakhs in January, it is now being rewarded 
with an insulting contempt for its opinion in March. This is retribution. 

Let us now look at this fresh argument of the Government, vtz. % that 
the Calcutta mounted police is very much undermanned in comparison 
with Bombay. This argument has, T hear, satisfied the Police Standing 
Committee. May I ask the members of the Police Standing Committee, 
if they are satisfied that the conditions in Bombay and Calcutta are 
similar P Did they take note of the great difference of events that 
happened in Bombay and Calcutta during the visit of Hif Royal 
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Highness the Prince of Wales in each city? May I ask the members 
of the Police Standing Committee, if they know that the cost of the 
Bombay city police is much less than that of the Calcutta city police P 
They will find this information in Mr. Gourlay’s book on the history of 
the Bengal Police. I commend that book to the members of the Police 
Standing Committee. If Government want to bring the Calcutta police 
on a level with the Bombay police, let them bring the expenses in a 
line also. Let them reorganise their force by abolishing some of their 
unnecessary Deputy Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners of 
Police. They can easily find money for the expansion of their mounted 
police. Unless they do this, the Council will not be justified in sanc- 
tioning the extra grant. 

So much for the mounted police. Thr ordinary mounted police 
for Calcutta is quite sufficient for ordinary purposes, if any extraord- 
inary situation arises in future, the Council will be quite ready, as it has 
been in the past to sanction a grant for meeting an emergent situation. 
As for motor transport, it was needed to move the police quickly from 
place to place during those stormy days, when Government thought 
that their presence was necessary all over the city. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : J hoi* Mr. Dutta you will he brief. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: One minute more, Sir. 

But these are quiet and placid times and we cannot allow the Calcutta 
police the luxury of enjoying motor drives at t lie expense of the poor 
tax-payer. 11 a serious situation threatens to anse again, the Govern- 
ment can easily hire lorries from several motor transport companies that 
are springing up in this city or can even purchase some as they did last 
winter. Let them sell oft those lorries, that they must find unnecessary 
now. 

1 entreat my fellow members to remember the dignity of this Council. 
Let them not he swayed by outside consideration : let not every breath of 
wind change their mind. Let them not behave like silly children — 
to-day of one mind and to-moirow of another! Let it not lie said that 
only children have got the franchise in this Council. If a majority of one 
vote expressed their honest opinion then, let that majority be overwhelm- 
ing to-day, so that no one may have any doubt as to what the Council 
really think of these ever-increasing recurring demands of the Police 
Department. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Before I say anything, 

I must express my gratitude to His Excellency for allowing us an 
opportunity to consider this question again. I allowed my friend Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta to move this resolution as I was anxious to hear 
him because he had been sitting on the Police Committee for some time 
and considering the situation and was therefore in a better position to 
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judge the necessity of another permanent addition to the police grant. 

January, when the question was raised, 1 lmd some suspicion in my 
mind that possibly it was a permanent addition and I raised my voice 
against it, but it was the speech of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
which gave us the impression that it was only temporary and in that 
view it was granted. When again the question arose in March we 
raised our voices against it. Whatever may he the opinion of llis 
Excellency because it was carried by a majority of only one vote, 
circumstanced as we are, we know that in this Council to carry a reso- 
lution against the opposition of the officials and their supporters is no 
small matter. It is much and I do not think that to-day even if we 
carry the motion, it # will he, as my friend confidently hopes, by an over- 
whelming majority. I do ^ot wish to take up the time of the Council 
any more as my friend has already dealt with t lie subject at some length. 
One retrenchment committee is already considering the question and 
another*retrenchment committee is sitting. 1 do not think that this is 
the time to add a heavy permanent item to the police grant. As far as 
I know, nothing has happened to change our opinion which we 
expressed in March last. 

With these few words, I beg to support the motion of my friend 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 


Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI : The enormous increase in police 
expenditure is causing grave anxiety to the jieople of Bengal. It is 
like an octopus ever stretching, ever expanding and ever grasping. Its 
thirst is insatiable and unquenchable. This department does not eat 
but it gormandises. Within the last 10 years, tlfh police expenditure 
has gone up from Rs. (>7,87,58(> to Rs. 181 lakhs. Rai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur drew the attention of this Council in his last 
budget speech to this abnormal increase. In ten years t he expenditure 
has gone up by 150 per cent. This department has swallowed up one- 
fifth of the revenue and still it is not satisfied. Still it comes and asks 
for further grants. I wish the Government of Bengal had hIiowii one- 
tenth of their solicitude for the expansion of primary education. The 
Government have taken 108 yeans in raising the grant for primary 
education from one lakh to 24 lakhs of rupees; in 1814, this Govern- 
ment made a giant of one lakh of rupees for primary education. A 
century has gone — more than a century has elapsed — and in 1922-23 
the Government huve granted only Rs. 24 lakhs for primary education. 
If the Hon’ble the Minister for Education had one-fourth of the police 
grant, things would have been different in this province. Coming to 
the specific point or item, the Hon’ble Member who was in charge of 
this department (now His Excellency Sir Henry Wheeler, the Governor 
of Bihar and Orissa) said : — 

lam sorry that the form in which this entry appear* in the Budget hate, perhaps, 
not altogether unreasonably, given rise to the misunderstanding which underlies 
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most of the speeches which we have heard. But in excuse I would only remind the 
Council that the Budget is compiled in October and November last, and once an entry 
gets in a particular form, even although it be properly amended later, it is likely 
to be overlooked and to continue as it came in. 

I feel that there was absolutely no wrong entry. It was in October and 
November, 1921, that non-co-operation was in very great vigour. The 
non-co-operators were carrying on their eampagin in u most vigorous 
manner just at that time— in October and November, 1921, — and the 
Department was perfectly correct and perfectly honest in putting in 
that entry. But in six months’ time, by the time B came Lefoie 
the Legislative Council in March last, non-co-operation was dead and 
when 1 introduced this very matter in the Legislative Council, in my 
speech T made it perfectly clear that non-co-operation was either dead 
or was in a moribund condition or suspended animation and I was per- 
fectly correct. Therefore, there was no mistake in the entry and there 
was no necessity for the demand by March, 1922. The xlon’ble 
Member in charge was compelled to make out a new case and he did 
make out a new case. My only point is that there was absolutely no 
misunderstanding. 

Now coming to the question whether a permanent strengthening of 
the Calcutta Police, Mounted Force, is needed, may I be permitted just 
to quote another passage from Sir Henry Wheeler's speech delivered 
on the 22nd March this year? — 

The second portion of this grant has reference In the Mounted Force. When 
we came to examine our resources, in connection with remit events [mark the 
expression] the Commissioner of Police pressed on us the undeniable claim that 
existed for strengthening the Mounted Force m Calcutta and for giving them a 
rate of pay which would keep them in service 

I thoroughly appreciated that the Department felt that in the light 
of past experience some strengthening was necessary, but what are the 
facts to-dav? Where is non-co-operation to-day? Where are its 
activities? ft is dead. It is gone and the non-co-opeiators are revis- 
ing their old programme. Therefore, the permanent strengthening of 
the Calcutta Police, Mounted Force, absolutely falls to the ground. 
There is absolutely no necessity for it. If there is a reasonable body 
in this country, it is the Legislative Council of Bengal. When the 
exigencies of the circumstances demanded it, we came to the rescue of 
tin* Government. Thus when the Government of Bengal wanted 
Its. 2,54,000 to meet the non-co-operators’ activities and to meet the 
political situation, with much alacrity this Council came to the rescue 
of the Government and gave them the money. When you are in real 
need, you come to us. We are not unreasonable, we are not children, 
we know that the Police is an important Department of Government 
and it must be helped when the occasion demands it. There is .absolu- 
tely no occasion for it now and I hope that the members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council will rise to the occasion, will rememher their own 
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dignity, and will reject the demand which is absolutely unnecessary 
and unreasonable. 

BabU NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA: I have nothing very 
important or useful to say in support oi this motion. So, I do not like 
to take up the time of the Council by making a speech. 1 simply 
support the motion as a similar one stands in my name. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 beg to move that the 
demand for Us. 41,615 under head 44 126. — Police — Scheme d,” for extra 
mounted force and running expenses of motor vehicles of the Calcutta 
Police Force, be reduced by Us. «T1,565, being the c >st tor the extra 
mounted force. • 

It has been observed tlm^ on the L^nd of March, our \oting on this 
demand was done in circumstances which were not fully understood. 
But, Sir, is that statement based on correct information:' Did not Sir 
Henry Wheeler, the then Member in charge, try bis utmost to make it 
appear that the demand was not needed for a mere political exigency, but 
that a permanent ornamentation of the Calcutta Polic e had been thought 
imperative, that the very stability of the State depended along with 
other showy additions to the Police Force on the sudden trebling of 
the number of the equestrian policemen in Calcutta? Sir Henry 
Wheeler had explained all these to us and we went into the 
division lobby with the full explanatory speech of Sir Henry still ring- 
ing in our ears. There was no misconception, no misunderstanding. 
We knew full well that a permanent charge was being foisted upon us, 
and a passing ebullition of public tending caused by the non-co-operators 
was being exploited fully for the aggrandisement the Police for one 
of its show \ apiM*ndages. Those of u.s who hap|>cn to make* some stay 
in Calcutta know how these sowars ate employed. They are mostly 
found for about two houis in the evening at crossings, nea* about the 
Government House and the maidan, vying in their statuesque 1 lieauty 
with the bronze statute's on the maidan, glorying and glorified iri their 
supreme inactivity. They aie also sometimes seen in the football 
season near the football grounds plying their whips impartially on the 
coloured crowds that gather round the football matches. They might 
make the backs of the natives smart bv their caresses, they might till 
the heart of the Commissioner of Police with pride, and delight, but is 
such work enough justification for maintaining such a costly lot? 
Why, they are never seen jratrolling in those quarters where) day- 
light robbery is rife; they are not seen in Banstolla Gully nor m any 
other c/oowfa-infested quarter in Northern Calcutta where quick pur- 
suit might be needed. Well, Sir, is that such a justification that a vote 
by a majority of the Council should be relegated to the waste paper 
basket? It has been said, Sir, that the majority was a majority of one 
Only, and such a narrow majority in the Council could lie safely neglect- 
edt This statement has been made by a British statesman from whom 
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we (lid expect a better understanding of our position in the Council. 
I confer that we cannot but view with alarm and dismay the attitude 
taken by him. This has naturally led us to seriously question as to 
what constitutes a proper and correct majority in the estimation of the 
Government. We have now worked in this Council for over 18 ‘months 
and within that period the Government has been defeated on several 
occasions and by big majorities; there was at least one instance in which 
all the non-official members who took part in the division voted against 
the Government. Hut we all know with what respect those majorities 
were treated. The Government of India Act authorises the Local 
Government to treat onr votes in any way it pleases, so w T hy this little 
joke that the majority was a majority of one only, and so it could with 
a clear conscience be brushed aside? And/, the minority consisting of 
whom? Mainly of Government members — 

Who are not to reason why, t 

Hut at Horr’ Higna) <ry out “ Aye.” 

Now, Sir, I turn to the pernicious practice which has creeped in of 
late into our administration, namely, the so-called reconsideration by 
the Council of its own decisions. It is one thing certifying a grant 
when the Government is bent upon having the money, no matter what 
the representatives of the people may think of it, hut it is another when, 
in the name of allowing 1 he Council to reconsider its own decision, it is 
submitted to us over and over again. To some it may appear sweet as 
showing the Government solicitous for our opinion, hut is it not 
otherwise insulting to our intelligence? Are we not thus only in other 
words asked to denounce ourselves, to condemn our own decisions, to 
foreswear our own judgment? If you have no confidence in us; if you 
cannot trust our judgment, do whatever \ou please, decry us, but pray 
do not affect the good master by giving to us the whip handle to whip 
ourselves. There may be some amongst us who under «ueh compulsion 
may eat the humble pie with a face affecting a very knowing smile, may 
cry to I hi and pull themselves by their ears and noses, but remember 
what indignities the Government thus asks us to heap upon ourselves. 
Even in the very first session of its existence, this Council, by sanction- 
ing a part of the jmlice demand after having once refused it, has already 
won for itself the unenviable reputation of a vacillating lot, ignorant of 
its own mind, but cowering when a zubertluxt show is put up, whenever 
sufficiently bullied. . ’ - 

It is no good saying that this gives us an opportunity of rectifying 
our own mistakes. Sir, there may be an honest difference of opinion 
between a representative Council and a bureaucratic executive. And in 
such a case, when, under the present constitution, fho immovable .exe- 
cutive is empowered totally to ignore us, why should not the honest 
power of certifying the demands l>e resorted to? But what is this? 
Does this redound to the glory of the Government, or to the dignity of 
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ourselves P And, Sir, what have we done? To put our action at the 
Worst, we have disallowed a demand which was entirely for a jjew pur- 
pose and without which we have continued to exist so long. Even if 
we erred, our action did not go beyond leaving the things in status quo. 
What was then the harm in carrying out our wishes and giving us an 
opportunity to judge the result of our adverse voteP In the Legislative 
Assembly at Delhi, the authorities have done this, and India has not 
gone to pieces as yet. Jlut what do we find here? We find the 
Government making eyes at us whenever we make an attempt to use our 
discretion and the Government forcing us somehow or other to go hack 
upon our own decisions. I appeal to the members to bear in mind the 
dignity of the Housf when they go into the division lobby. Let not the 
members be carried away bj a belief that a defeat to-day will teach the 
so-called opposition a much-needed lesson. For in a Government with 
an immovable executive, there can be no party opposition. All non- 
official members hen* must join hands and see that t he Government is 
carried on in accordance with the wishes of the people, and that the dig- 
nity and honour of the House as a whole be not tarnished. Let the 
members remember that our first and foremost duty here is to secure 
the supremacy of the legislature over the executive. What was our 
position this time last year, and what is it to-day P Has the House 
pondered over it for a moment ? Has not the House noticed how the 
official grip is tightened and is slowly but surely- 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: May I rise to a point of 
order? Is the member in order in making these remarks? 

• 

The DEPUTY-PRE8I DENT : You are not in order, Kumar Sahib. 
You must confine your attention to the motion before the House. 

• 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: If those remarks are 
unpleasant, I shall not make them. Once more T appeal to the House 
to ponder over all these before giving itself up, before foresweai inir 
itself. B 

The following motion was deemed to be withdrawn, as the member 
was absent : — 

AMULYA DHONE AODY: “ That the demand of Rs. 41,616 
under head ‘ 26.— Police— Scheme 3 ’ for Extra Mounted Force for the 
Calcutta Police and running expenses of motor vehicles, be reduced to 
Rs. 26,000.” 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of 
He. 41,615 under head “ 26.— Police— Scheme 3 ” he reduced bv 
Re. 13,000. * 
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, He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which k «8 
follows - — 

As is nnderst(K)d, this is an unnecessary expenditure and I suggest 
that the whole amount be refused. We want to do good to our people, 
hut at the same time we do not envy the Government. It is, however, 
for the Government either to accept or to reject the motion. As has been 
said by a Persian poet: “ We have said much, but it has produced no 
effect.” 

I, however, withdraw' my motion in favour of the motion of Babn 
Indu Bhushan Jhitta. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 desire to support 
the motions which have been put before tne Council. I desire to say 
that, the decision which we came to on the previous occasion was the 
right, one; that decision was based upon arguments and facts which 
were brought forwurd before the House. There was one prevailing 
idea in the minds of the members of the Council at that time, and that 
was the reduction of the police demand. We asked for a retrenchment 
committee to consider this reduction, and this committee is now sitting; 
it has not finished its deliberations, and yet Ihere is this demand before 
us for a grant of Its. 41,000. The reasons for this demaiul are not 
clear to the Council. The same state of things which existed in January 
last does exist now, and, therefore, it is a matter for the serious con* 
sideration of every member of the Council whether this grant — a grant 
of such a large amount as Rs. 41,(100 - is to he allowed. If we are told 
that our decision was faulty, mv answer is that fresh materials have not 
been brought before us, which would justify us in admitting that our 
decision was wrong. We are told that the decision was given by a 
majority of one vote only, hut. Sir, 1 have always preached in this 
Council that the voice of the majority must l>e carried, because there is 
a tone of finalify attached to it. If wo are asked to review our judg- 
ment, I complain that materials arc not Indore the House, and if fresh 
materials are wanting — one should not ask that the judgment should be 
reviewed again and again. Whatever that may he, Balm Indu Bhushan 
Dutta has explained the reason why at the meeting of the Council in 
March last, the |M>liee grant was refused. Will it not be the duty of 
the members of the Council to stick to that decision? Will they prove 
themselves wise in such matters hv changing their previous opinion 
unless fresh information on the subject is placed before them? It is 
for the confirmation of our previous opinion that I desire to say these 
few words in supjxirt of the motions. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: It is with diffidence 

that T rise to support the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, not 
because I do not feel sure that the position I am endorsing is correct, 
but because of the attendant circumstances which are known to all the 
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mtmbtr* of the Council. 1 must say that we have given to this subject 
much thought, attention, and even tribulation, and the candour with 
Which His Excellency has treated us, and the confidence that he has 
been pleased to repose in us, make it incumbent on us to treat this 
amendment with the most anxious consideration, and the Government 
may rest assured that with the sympathetic* attitude of the present head 
of the Government towards the powers and prestige of the Council, this 
Council, and certainly the opposition, will continue in its turn to pay the 
utmost regard to the wishes of His Excellency. I consider it, however, 
necessary to say that the rejection of the grant at the last Council, 
even though it w r as by one vote, does not imply that it was not an index 
of the true mind •of the Council, nr that it was an unconsidered 
measure. We know full w$ll, and we ourselves have enunciated it, that 
a Budget grant ought not to be lightly interfeied with, as the burden of 
the administration is on the shoulders of those who move for the grant, 
hut there arc some of us indeed who are apt to enshrine a budget grunt, 
as a manifestation of a superior and sanctified wisdom. Such will 
always support the grant whatever the merits, and will always unduly 
weight the Government party with their support. Bui for those who 
oppose it, reasonable and powerful grounds must be made out for their 
opposition, and the grounds must be powerful enough to outweigh the 
sentiment attached to a Budget demand. 


On general principles, namely, the distrust we entertain for the 
Calcutta Police and its administration, for its extravagance, no less 
than that for its methods, we should he justified in refusing grants that 
make for further expenditure, and my appeal on tlfis point is particular- 
ly to my friends, the mufassal members. For we feel the deepest 
resentment for which we cannot find sufficient words, at the sight of a 
plethora of Deputy Commissioners of Police and Assistant Commis- 
sioners of Police sustaining tin* Commissioner of Police in Calcutta, we 
regard with dismay the onward match of expenditure in the number of 
new outposts and thanas created in the interests of the Police service, 
we view with alarm the increase in the numlier of officers and constables 
and sergeants and police accessaries. Even that new arm, the Traffic 
Police, has earned for itself soon, too soon, an unenviable reputation 
that the rest of the Police service in Calcutta may very well be proud of. 

Therefore, Sir, at this time we are net prepared, we ought not to be 
prepared, to grant any money to the Calcutta Police, which will add to 
their expenditure, unless we considered it absolutely essential. Now, 
Sir, I grant that the fact that we have been able to do with 20 Mounted 
Police for so long is in itself no ground for saying that we can do with- 
out them for ever, or that a new situation has not arisen to justify their 
existence. But the onus of proving this new’ situation is on the Govern- 
ment. How does the Government justify it? Not with reference to 
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a new situation which has come and passed, but by saying : “ you your- 
selves have passed it some time ago, and this is your doing.” The 
circumstances under which the Council endorsed it have been detailed by 
Mr. Indu Bhushan Dutta, and it is clear that it was never the intention 
of the Council to add a permanent additional burden on the revenues. It 
was to meet an emergent measure, this is a question of fact, and these 
days of emergency have fortunately passed, and when the days of emer- 
gency passed and the Council noted it, it promptly refused the grant in 
the exercise of its political commonsense. And the expenditure, too, 
had been incurred by Government before it came to the Council for its 
sanction, and then it could sav with some force that the expenditure 
having been incurred, and Government having undertaken a liability, it 
was our duty to provide the money. Let »*ot then Government tell us 
that we were responsible for this body of police and throw the blame of 
its creation on us. Let them not tell us that we sanctioned a permanent 
measure, whatever the Hon’ble Member might have said in the midst 
of a demand of grant for an expenditure already incurred. Moreover, 
those of us in. Calcutta who still remember the great days that we have 
passed through, would like to revise our judgment as regards ornament- 
ing or strengthening the Calcutta Police and providing it with further 
weapons for riding roughshod, literally and metaphorically, over the 
people of Calcutta. And further, a position once justified cannot be 
considered always to he justified, but must continue to be justified — this 
is clearly the principle which underlies all budget demands — and though 
it is not given us to chunge our mind with every passing breeze, if we are 
certain, as we are certain in this instance, that this is nothing else than 
sheer extravagance, and sheer pomp, and a sheer attempt to fasten 
further chains round our necks, and that the need for a force created to 
meet an emergency has passed, then it is our duty, before this grow f s 
into a permanent institution, too firmly rooted to be dislodged, to do 
away with it now and prevent further and unnecessary burdens. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: His Excellency the 
Governor has placed us in a very delicate position. He has trusted us, 
and, therefore, it is our duty to consider this question impartially to 
the best of our judgment. I do not believe that His Excellency the 
Governor, if we vote against this grant, will exercise his power of 
certifying it. That is one reason why we should incline in favour of 
this grant. He has not howe’ er, told us what he has in his mind. 
Further, I was one of those who voted agairiNt this grant on the last 
occasion. It was then clearly understood that the grant that was then 
asked for, was for that period only. There was no intention of renewing 
it. I say this with perfect confidence. I have the highest authority foi 
saving so. When a portion of the grant was refused by us, I was 
told that Government bad made arrangements, and it would disturb 
those arrangements to refuse this grant. Now it was the bounden duty 
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td the Government, when asking for this grant, to tell us what reasons 
/ they had for renewing it. They did not state it at the time. They 
said, the increased Mounted Force and Motor Transport were sanc- 
tioned, and the cost for 1921-22 was voted by the Legislative Council 
in January, The demand for this \ ear’s expenditure was not voted, 
and His Excellency the Governor certified it. Is that a reason? It 
Was their clear duty to give us reasons why they are renewing this 
demand. I am fully conscious. Sir, that Calcutta is a city not inhabited 
by the mild Hindu Bengalis now ; they are in the minority; we know 
that tEe need for the preservation of the peace is much greater now than 
it was before, but the Government has not said that. They state that 
it is required for political offenders and political agitation; but that 
agitation has passetf away. Why then should this grant In* renewed? 
We have heard no reason whatsoever. I told the Council at the time 
that what was required was a strong hand at the head of the Govern- 
ment, arfid I believe that, with Loid Lvtlon, a strong hand has come. 
He is a man who knows his own mind, and, therefore, if the strong 
hand is there, the country should be at pence. That is my opinion. 
But if we have not got a strong hand holding the reins, millions of 
money spent on police will not keep tin* country in order. I sav, there- 
fore, you must have a strong hand and reduct' expenditure and let the 
country lui'e the benefits of strong rule, and then there will be no 
necessity for this increased expenditure. 


Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 was one of those who spoke against 
a similar motion on the last occasion, and 1 may say at once that 
nothing has happened since then to induce me to change my opinion. 
The present discussion raises a very imj>ortant question of principle, 
and it is for this reason that I have ventured to intervene in this debate 
and to take up the time of the Council even for a few minutes. On 
the last occasion, a similar demand was not voted b\ i he, Council, it 
is true, by a majority of one vote'. Whatever the majority or minority 
may have been, that was the decision of the Council, and it was quite 
within His Excellency’s rights, under the Government of Lidia Act, 
to certify the grant. The question has again come up lx*fore the Coun- 
cil, because His Excellency refused to certify any money sufficient for 
expenditure beyond the month of July. Now, in mv opinion, it is 
not quite fair to the Council to call upon the members to reconsider a 
decision once again on a point on which a decision has already been 
given. My reasons, Sir, are shortly these^ His Excellency himself has 
referred to the popular will and has said in very clear and unambiguous 
language that he is going to abide bv the popular will as expressed in 
the vote of this Council. TTn fortunately, however, the popular will is 
seldom properlv reflected in the Council. Between the popular will 
and our vote in the Council there intervene ministerial entertainments 
and high-seasoned dinners which cloud and warp our judgment and 
sometimes even unsettle our conscience. 


26 
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The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You need not refer to these things. 


Haulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Well, Sir, I will not dilate on these 
points. What I mean is this. Generally speaking, the vote in the 
GWncil is hardly a free vote. Therefore, to ask the Council over and 
over again to consider a matter is not fair to the members of the Coun- 
cil. They may have given their vote in one way. Circumstances may 
lie different afterwards, and their vote may go the other way and then 
the whole blame will rest entirely on the Council and will reflect very 
adversely on their judgment. 

My second point is that the money that has been raised by extra 
taxation should not be spent except on the most urgent schemes. The 
note that has been appended to the demand does not make out any case 
tor urgency. It says that this demand was refused during the wintei 
season. His Excellency the Governor certified only a small portion; 
this money is wanted now. Why this should be wanted at a time when 
the Retrenchment Committee is sitting is something which passes our 
comprehension. My point is that no urgency has been made out, and 
this demand may well stand over till the Retrenchment Committee 
finishes its labours. 

My third point is this. Whenever a certain matter is discussed in 
the Council and an adverse vote is given in regard to it, that subject 
should be looked upon as one which ought to come up before the 
Retrenchment Committee' for consideration. On the present subject the 
Council has debated and given a vote. This matter should therefore 
come u, before, and he discussed b\\ the Retrenchment Committee and 
1 submit that it will'be stultifying the labours of that committee to 
ask the Council to pass this demand because, once the expenditure is 
increased, Government will say that no further retrenchment can be 
made. 

On these three grounds, I bog to support, these motions. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I oppose this demand and 
that very strongly, both on the ground of principle and of details. 
So far as the principle is concerned, I must say that I oppose every 
demand which is either wholly new or an enhanced one and which is 
a recurring one, so long as the Retrenchment Committee has not sub* 
mitted its report. It is, to rny mind, highly improper to put up a 
Retrenchment Committee on She one hand, and to go on increasing 
recurring demands on the other. I do not find any reason why Govern- 
ment could not wait for six months more. What I sav I repeat again: 
Is the world coming to an end to-morrow? But for these additional 
sowars do we stand in imminent danger in Calcutta? I fail to under* 
stand whv the Government should have insisted on demanding grants 
for such things without any reason whatsoever. I know something 
of its history which I shall give later on. 
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1 find that in the place oi' 2 officers and 18 sowars, there are now 5 
officers and 48 sowars and there is going to be a wanton increase of 
3 more officers and 80 more sowars ; sowars also mean horses and 
OOstly appendages too. The horses are to be the biggest of their kind 
efcch costing about Ks. 1,800. 1 do not see why Government could not 

Wait for six months more to see the report of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee before they went on adding to the recurring expenditure. 
passed the taxation Bills only the other day not merely for the purpose 
of wasting the proceeds on sowars and things of that kind. We had to 
agree to them most reluctantly, but we legitimately exacted that the 
days were coming when greater attention would be paid to our own 
departments, to “our own dear departments through our respected 
Ministers. But if you take away all money that is available, to be spent 
on the police and other pampered departments — greut is our dis- 
appointment, and greater must be the disappointment of those of my 
friends 4iere who opposed me and raised their hands with the Govern- 
ment for passing the taxation Bills. Did l not tell those gentlemen 
then not to expect that this money will be spent mainly for the Trans- 
ferred Departments? Is this how the money that has been wrung out 
of us by taxation going to !h* spent on the police? I would certainly 
object to this being done. 

Then, I come to my second ground. To my mind, it seems that by 
doing these things, the Government has already embarked on a pro- 
ject of getting the Retrenchment Com mi Hoe discredited even before 
it has commenced its labours. People have already begun to tell us 
that there is a Retrenchment Committee going to sit and the recurring 
expenditure is going on increasing like anything. •This is what people 
say. I am of opinion that such conduct on the part of the Government- 
is most unfair to the committee and I am sure the ablest officials of Gov- 
ernment eannot justify this. # 

The Government ought to be awake to the necessity of helping 
departments other than the police and the reserved departments which 
are pampered enough at the present moment and which can be left 
alone. If you do not look to our legitimate ambition, and to our most 
pressing needs, sanitation, education, co-operation, etc., we cannot 
love you. We may be afraid of you ; with the increase of the Police our 
fear for the Government raav grow more and more, but our love for 
Government must dwindle. If I am not a hypocrite, T must declare 
that the more you go on like this, riding roughshod over our sentiments 
attd feelings and sacrificing our dearest interests in the matter of sani- 
tation, education, industries, public health, etc., for things of this 
description, the more von deprive us of the pleasure of loving you the 
worse it is both for the Government and ourselves. T again repeat that 
we mav be afraid of vou ; vour sowars mav inspire us with fear and 
terror but thov chn never draw love from our hearts which alone ought 
to be the aim of Government. 

* ’ 26 a 
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Then, as regards details, I know what the sowars are for; almost 
everybody here knows. We know how useful these people are! The 
appointment of these men was discussed in the Police Standing Com- 
mittee and 1, who am a member of the committee, opposed it at that 
time. But it was urged that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
was coming to Calcutta, and they would be of great use in handling 
traffic and unruly crowds, and in maintaining law and order at that 
time, and it was carried. I opposed it then; I opposed it subsequently 
in this Council; I oppose it now and will oppose it for all time to come 
because whatever is improper and useless must be eschewed under all 
circumstances. These sowars make a good show, no doubt, but they 
can well be dispensed with. They are just as useful trs His Excellency 
the Governor’s Bodyguard and no more! Why shall we be made to pay 
for these unnecessary appendages while we are in the grip of a financial 
crisis, surrounded by an atmosphere of all-round retrenchment? I 
know Government meml>ers will smile, but let them do so; it makes 
very little difference to me. 

Then, I come to one thing more and I have finished. There is, to 
my mind, an idea why the Government press for these things again — 
and in this matter I am only appealing to my brethren, the elected mem- 
bers. When we oppose a thing or reject a thing not only once but 
twice, still the Government comes up with it. Whv is it so? The 
answer evidently is this. The Government must have found that there 
is some weakness, some latent defect in us, which prevents us from 
doing our duty, and the Government seem to take advantage of that. 
I will ask the House not to show any weakness, but to straightaway 
refuse the grant and* let the Government know that we are not going to 
allow these things. 

One word more and 1 have finished. I am sorry that in spite of 
what His Excellency the Governor said in opening this session of the 
Council in this connection, expressing his hope that we shall pass it, 
I am obliged to oppose this grant, because the merest justice to my 
motherland — and 1 am hero to serve my motherland — demands that I 
shall oppose it. And I desire all my brethren who have been elected 
and who have come here to serve the real interests of the country to 
oppose this demand. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I am afraid that the 
eloquence this afternoon has f been somewhat one-sided; that is not 
because I could not have asked the gentlemen who are going to vote 
with me to speak against this motion; but because of certain complaints 
that have Wen made recently of the short time allowed for these motions 
and because of an incident last cold weather when it was complained 
that Government members took up too much of the limited time of the 
Council so that private members could not have it all their own way. 

I would ask the Council to put aside the thundering eloquence of some 
members and the specious pleading of others that a majority of one is 
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ipiore representative of the heart of the House tlian a majority of 25, 
laid to opiue down to the real facts of the case before the House now, 
Xhe House has been asked to vote this grant in order to eualxle us to 
continue for the remainder of the year — and 1 say frankly for the future, 
US there seems to be some misunderstanding about the past — the pro- 
vision of a force of 5 head constables and 48 sowars for Calcutta. There 
is, however, one preliminary point that 1 should like to urge on the 
attention of the Council and that is with reference to the plea that the 
matter should la* left to the Retrenchment Committee. It seems to be 
forgotten that if the House rejects this motion, the matter will not go 
before the Retrenchment Committee at all. How is the Retrenchment 
Committee going to express its opinion if the Council do not pass this 
grant? It is no us£ saying, “ we must stop all work.” 1 can appre- 
ciate the argument that • we should not spend a jienny more in any 
circumstances; hut I cannot understand the argument that we should not 
go on with the services or do the things which we are convinced are 
necessary, because of the Retrenchment Committee sitting. If you 
\ote this grant, it may go before tin* Retrenchment Committee and if 
you do not vote it, it will never go before that body. 

I should now like to discuss the motion from three jK>iuts of view: 
first, the necessity for the force, which has not lieen touched on at all; 
secondly, the Council's responsibility in the matter, which has been 
touched upon to some extent; and, thirdly and lastly, the wicked and 
wanton extravagance of refusing the grant that I ask for. 

The duties of a mounted foroe are incidental! y not political in any 
way. Primarily, then duties are to control traffic; secondly, their 
duties are to cope with big crowds; and thirdlv, they are extremely use- 
ful as a security force. It cannot he contended, ["flunk by any mem- 
ber of this Council, that the traffic- in Calcutta is not increasing by 
leaps and bounds, and that we do not want e\erv fnim of force we can 
get to control that traffic. As regards the crowds, 1 would ask any 
member here who has seen the- crowd that gathers on any Saturday 
afternoon oil the maidan, whether anything but a mounted force can 
possibly cope wdth it ; when a crowd of that size gets out of bund, there 
is no arm of the police force in the* world except a mounted force* that 
can deal with it. I think anvlxxK who has lived in Calcutta, even for 
a few years, will bear me out that the large ernwds that attend football 
matches have increased beyond all knowledge within the last 10 or 15 
years. The Commissioner of Police is greatly concerncxl about them 
We are trying at the present moment an experiment of enclosed stands 
as a means of dealing with such crowds. Whether they will be effec- 
tive or not I do not know. But the one thing that is certain is that 
when you have got a big crowd in any place like the maidan, there is 
no force which can deal with it but a mounted force. It is not merely 
for the big crowds on the maidan that we want the mounted police; 
there are big religious processions which require escorting through 
the streets; there are large public entertainments such as those which 
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take place on a Royal V iait and on similar occasions; and in all these 
I, lie mounted police are essential. As a security force it is a subatitute 
lor armed police. The Inspector-General of Police recently referred 
to Scotland Yard lor advice as to wkat they find to be the most effica- 
cious method of dealing with unruly mobs and the answer was that 
not only in London, but in the whole ot England and in the Continent 
too, the experience was the same that in dealing with unruly mobs in 
open spaces or in fairly wide streets, the mounted police armed with 
single-sticks are the most humane and efficacious agency. The Metro- 
politan mounted branch in London has recently been reorganised and 
lurgely increased. So 1 maintain that there is ample work in Calcutta 
for a mounted branc.li; but it is ridiculous to treat a force consisting 
of 2 head-constables and 18 sowars as a mounted branch. The Mounted 
Police in Calcutta is not a new thing. In 1860, the strength of the 
mounted force consisted of 10 sowars; in 1884, it was increased to 6 
sergeants and 16 sowars. Prior to 1005 the Indian strength was 
increased to 35 sowars; in 1006 it was reduced to 20, the European 
strength being us they are now, viz ., one insj>eotor and 10 sergeants and I 
may mention that these sergeants per se though sometimes used as a 
mounted force when the occasion arises, are recruited for other duties 
and have to perform other work. In 1012, the present strength was 
fixed at 2 head-constables and 18 sowars. I do not wish to compare tflKs 
force with that in London or in any other continental city; but in com- 
parison with other cities in India, we find that in Bombay, the area of 
which is less than that of Calcutta by 81 square miles, the force con- 
sists of 1 risaldar, 2 jemadars, IS head-constables and 70 sowars, that 
is a total of 100 men in all, and that is in a city smaller than Calcutta 
in area. In Lahore, there are 1 sub-inspector, 2 head-constables and 
22 sowars— a larger force than we had in November last. In Delhi, 
there are 25 sub-inspectors and 40 sowars, besides a European strength 
of 11 insjM*(dors and 0 sergeants. 1 may therefore put it to the Council 
that the mounted force is wanted and wanted very badly in Calcutta. 
It is not a question of having gone on for a long time and therefore 
being able to go on for another six months more. Every day we do 
so, we take a great responsibility. It is perfectly true that the know- 
ledge how weak and deficient we were, was forced upon us at the time 
of the 11 is Royal Highness the Prince of Wales’ visit. At that time, 
the Commissioner of Police was asked to place before us the measures 
he proposed to take in order to safeguard His Royal Highness here. 
He pointed out to us that the one thing he wanted, which he had not 
got, was a sufficient force of mounted police. Once it was driven home 
on Government, I think the Council will agree with me that we would 
have taken a very grave responsibility if we had not come to the Coun- 
cil to get that addition which was imperatively necessary. 

Then, Sir, I come to my second point, viz., the responsibility of the 
Council. There appears to have been a considerable amount of diffeiv 
enr* of view as to what the members’ opinions were in January and in 
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March last. Some members have said that they were strictly told that 
It was a permanent measure and, therefore, they voted against it. 
Others said that they were distinctly told that it was a temporary 
measure. On this point, on the 19th January, we circulated a memo- 
randum to every member of this Council in which it was stated : — 

The measures taken recently to enable Government to cope with threatened 
disturbances of the public peace includes the strengthening of the police force 
and equipment in the following respect. The mounted branch of the Calcutta 
Police, consisting of 2 headcons tables and 18 solars is inadequate to carry 
out their duties for which mounted police are suitable and necessary and an addh 
tionnl permanent force of 3 hendcous tables and 30 sowars is required. 

I submit that this memorandum was put. in the hands of every 
member of the CouRcil before the debate came on. 

In the course of the deflate this afternoon, Babu lndu Bhiislmn 
l)utta has read some portions of the lion’ hie Sir Henry Wheeler’s speech. 
I may perhaps refer to one or two other portions. Sir Henry Wheeler 
said : — 

There are various items in the list of that kind and all the demand* are 
explained in the printed memorandum which, I think, members have read. 

The first is the strengthening of the mounted force in the city. It may 
surprise the Council to learn that in a city of this size, in spite of the known 
value of mounted police m controlling crowds, we only have 2 head constables and 
18 sow'ars. 

Rai Hareiidranuth Chaudhuri who spoke firs! said : — 

Further, we should take care to consider how much recurring expenditure we 
shall be committed to by \otmg for the demand. It will be seen on referring to 
the memorandum that lias been circulated in this connection that in this demand 
is included a demand of Us. 1,23,003 for establishment, th*t is stall and equipment 
on a permanent basis. 

Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, who now confesses to a suspicion 
that it was going to be a permanent addition, said in Jatytury last: * 

In saying what I have to say, I may tell the Council that 1 oppose any increment 
to the recurring charge of the Police Department. 

Again in his reply. Sir Henry Wheeler said: — 

The other financial objection taken has been to the rocurring expenditure. 
Here again, Babu Kishori Mohan Chntidhuri says that in the circumstances he will 
swallow anything permanent, but he will object to anything recurring. Rai 
Harendranath Chaudhuri is perhaps misled aN to what the amount of this recurring 
expenditure la. 

I therefore submit to the Council that thwre cannot be any question that 
in January this demand for additional mounted police was put forward 
us a permanent addition to the Calcutta mounted force; and on the Coun- 
cil passing the vote for the demand put forward, Government was 
entitled to believe that they had the sanction of the Council to the 
permanent addition to the mounted police. Well, Sir, T am far from 
saying that it is not the privilege of the Council to change their mind ; 
but I do submit that we had asked for the sanction of the Council to 
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enlist this force and that we enlisted this force permanently on the 
strength of the vote of the Council (Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy : 
Question). The Council has some responsibility for this step. We have 
taken these men on permanently on the strength of their vote. They 
have been collected and recruited from all over India. They have been 
brought down and promised permanent employment and trained in their 
duties. We have told them now that the question of their permanent 
employment rests with the decision of this Council. We are advised that 
the legal position is not all clear. We have told them that we h^ve 
money up to the end of this month and if this grant is refused, we shall 
dismiss them. I mention that, because it is possible that I shall have 
to eorne up for a fresh grant for the purpose of paying any compensation 
to which these men may be legally entitled. My purpose in mentioning 
this matter is not to convey a threat in any way. The point that I wish 
to press on the Council is that thev have incurred some responsibility to 
the men whom we hove already recruited. ’ 

Turning now to the third jx>int. On the strength of the vote in 
January, we have purchased 33 horses at a cost of Its. 26,400. We have 
purchased saddleiv at a cost of 11s. 0,800 and kits at a cost of Its. 8,451. 
If the Council refuses this vote, we shall, of course, have to sell the 
horses and the saddlery and they will have to he sold at a very consider- 
able loss. It is estimated that the loss on a sale including the three items 
will he something like Its. 20,000. That may sound a small sum, but 
I am perfectly convinced that by next year the Council will he forced 
to recognise the absolute necessity of giving this mounted force to the 
police, and that being so, it is to my mind wanton extravagance to sell 
at a loss 33 valuable horses which have now been thoroughly trained 
and are fit for their work. 

There is one other point which T would mention. This item of 
mounted police which has been objected to also includes the cost of 
running motor conveyances for the remainder of the year. The niotpc 
conveyances were sanctioned by the Council at the meeting of January 
last and on the strength of that sanction we purchased vehicles at a cost 
Rs. 57,850. It. was stated in the memorandum that this transport was 
intended not only for use for His Royal Ilighness’s visit hut as a perma- 
nent addition to the Calcutta Police. The recurring expenditure ot 
Rs. 13,800 was also mentioned. The motor vehicles were asked for bj 
Government because they added considerably to the strength of thi 
Police Force by adding to its mobility. I am told we have purchased 
two lorries, four motor cycles, one prison van which are all being usee 
at the present time in Calcutta. The point has not been touched upon bj 
any of the speakers. Therefore, I am not sure what the views of th< 
Council are with regard to this matter — whether the transport should 
continue to be used or should be sold. If the vehicles are to be sold, th« 
loss will be heavy and we shall have to come before the Council in a verj 
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abort time for replacement of the transport. T say that the motor 
vehicles have added very much to the strength of the Calcutta police, so 
much so indeed that in discussing it with the Commissioner of Police, he 
told me recently that he was quite prepared to consider the question of 
the possibility of reducing the number of police constables on account of 
these motor vehicles. I put Indore the Council what 1 think ore 
convincing arguments why all these motions should he rejected. \s 
has been explained the responsibility rests with t lie Council and I do 
ask the Council to put aside all considerations such as have been put 
forward in Babu Indu Bhushan Duttu’s speech and come down to the 
bed-rock question — do we want these men or do we not. If we do want 
them let us vote fu*- them. 


Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May I a^k one question? When 
w’as this extra mounted police force appointed and were they appointed 
before 4he Council voted for them? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 cannot give the exact 
date, but they w T erc appointed temporarily. The recruitment of the 
mounted police was a gradual process as we had to collect men from 
almost all parts of India. These extra men have been appointed perma- 
nently after the vote of the Council. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Weie not these mounted 
police officers — 18 sowars and ” head-constables — a]x>pinted at the time 
of Sir Stuart Hogg and that during the last 40 years no necessity has 
ever been felt for an increase? 

Mr. H. E. SPRY: 1 submit it is not a question, it is a speech. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: It is a simple question, it 
is not a speech. • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: J have given all the facts 
to the House. I have given the detailed histoiy of additions and decrease 
in the force since 1800. 

Two or three other member# having risen to ask some more qu<*4- 
tions, the Ilon’ble Mr. Stephenson said, “ Sir, 1 have given all the facts 
and I strongly object to this bombardment of questions.” 

Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta’s motion being put, a division was taken 
with the following result : — 


AYES. 


A feat, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Atsy, Mr. A Mahbeeb. 

MlattaaharJI, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Bhaudhurl, Babu Klthari Mahan. 
Ohau dh urt , Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhtari, Khan Bahadur Mautvl Hatzar 


j Chaudhurl, Mauhrl thah Muhammad. 

I Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 

Da* Cupta, Ral Bahadur Nlbaran Chandra. 
Dutt, Mr. A)oy Chundtr. 
i Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Nartdhan. 

! Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

! Chase, Rai Bahadur Jegandra C hundtr , 
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Hgq, MauIvI A. K. Fail-Ill. 

Haq, Shah tyed Emdadul. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramui. 

Karim, Maulvi FaziuL 
Khan, Maulvi Hamld-ud-din. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Riftque Uddin. 

Matllk, Babu lurendra Nath. 

Mltra, Rai Bahadur Mahtndra Chandra. 
Maltra, Dr. datlndra Nath. 

Mukharjl, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 
Mukhcrjl, Professor I. C. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu larat Chandra. 


| Nasker, Babu Ham Chandra. 

I Pahiowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul dubbar 
I Pal, Ral Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shekharoswar. 

I Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra Klther. 
Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Nalinl Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogosh Chandra, 
tarkar, Babu Rtshlndra Nath. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Husoyn Shahaad. 


N0E8. 


Ahmad, Maulvi Rah Uddin. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banarjaa, tha Hon’ble Hr lurendra ItaTfl. 
Banorjoo, Ral Bahadur Ablnas Chandra. 
Batu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Bobo, Mr. I. M. 

Caray, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, tha Hon’ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Currie, Mr. W. C. 

Das, Mr. S. R. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Farequl, Mr. K. C. M- 
Forraster, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Frenoh, Mr. F. C. 

Qhatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmanl. 

Ohase, Mr. D. C. 

Qaeda, Mr. I. W. 

Hlndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntlngford, Mr. C. T. t 
Kerr, the Hon'ble Hr John. 

Khan, Babu Devendra Lai. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. <1. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’ble the 


MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 

Morgan, Mr. C. 

Muir, M IT. R. H. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhone. 

Mulllck, Babu Nlrode Behary. 

Nakey, Mlrza Muhammad Ml. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Raheem, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, the Hon’ble 6lr Abd-ur- 
Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlsh 
Roy, Mr. BIJoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarlt Bhusan. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mohan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Atodus. 

Skinner, Mr. H. E. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. A 
Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Auhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 36 and the Noes 56, the motion was lost. 
The following motion was then put and lost : — 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: “ That the demand for 
Rs. 41,615 under head ‘ 26. — Police — Scheme 3 ’ for Extra. Mounted 
Force and running expenses of motor vehicles of the Calcutta Police 
Force, be reduced by Rs. 33,565, being the cost for the Extra Mounted 
Force.” 

The following motion which stood in the name of Babu Annada 
Charan Dutta, was in the absence of the member, deemed to be 
w ithdrawn : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 735 for grant of duty allowance to tbe 
Instructor, Inspectors and Sub-Tn spec tors of the Calcutta Police Trai*.- 
ing School under head ‘ 26. — Police — Scheme 4 * be refused.” 
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The following motion, which stood in the name of Maulvi Maham- 
med Madassur Hussain was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand for the grant of Rs. 735 under head 4 26. — Police 
Presidency Police — Calcutta Police — Scheme 4* grant of duly allow- 
ance to the Instructor, Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of the Calcutta 
Police Training School, be refused/' • 

The following motion, which stood in the name of Balm Annada 
Charan Dutta, was, in the absence of the member, deemed to la* with- 
drawn : — 

“ That the demand of Its. 20,000 under head ‘ 26. — Police — Scheme 
6' be refused/ 1 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: 1 move Unit the ileinuml of 
Ks. 20,000 under head “ 20.— 1 *olice — Scheme 5 ” be refused. 

In this connection 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: ] may tell members that we have 
got about 75 minutes more at our disposal and there are nearly 
75 motions. So you had better try to be as brief as possible. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: in this connection 1 find 
that it is proposed to increase the grant under head “contingencies” 
from Its. 96,000 to Its. 1,16,000. I desire to point out that last year, 
the budget grant was Rs. «S 4,000 under ibis particular head. It was 
reduced to Rs. 93,000. The year preceding last year 1920-21, the actual 
was Rs. 84,000. Then then* is another plain fact and that is this, that 
the total expenditure on account of the Presidency Police is Rs. 32/11,000 
or roughly speaking about Rs. 33,00,000. Now the cont infancies under 
the different heads. I find, if my addition is correct, conies to about Rs. 5.\ 
lakhs both contract and non-contract contingency under different heads, 
and it seems to inc — again if my calculation is correct — that about 16 
to 17 per cent, of that amount is swallowed up under contingencies. 
Then, having regard to the expenditure of the last year and the previous 
year, I do not see that there is unv urgent necessity to increase this 
amount again by Rs. 20,000. As I have shown, last year the allot- 
ment was Rs. 87,000 and it was increased to Rs. 93,000 and, in the 
previous year, I believe, the expenditureewas Rs. 84,000 or thereabouts. 
It will therefore lie seen that there is no urgent necessity until the 
matter has been fully gone into by the Retrenchment Committee. There 
is no misgiving that Government would come to a deadlock if this 
additional sum is not granted. I, therefore, desire to point out that 
out of the total contingent grant of Rs. 33,00,000 over Rs. 5 or Rs. 6 
lakhs go towards this, and having regard to all these facts there is no 
necessity of our voting this amount at the present moment, 
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There is another factor which is to be borne in mind. There is 
lump provision of Rs. 1,00,000 to meet any unexpected contingency 
Having regard to the temper of the present time and having regard t 
the tranquil state of affairs, I think that amount will also be availabi 
to Government. If an urgent necessity arises to increase the amour 
for contingencies, 1 think we can do that without trenching upon tli 
sprplus that we have now. If it is so required we may transfer^ the 
sum at a later stage, hut at the present moment I do not see any neeei 
sity of making a grant of Rs. 20,000 under the head of “ contingencies. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 20, 0C 
under head “ 20 — Police — Scheme 5,” be reduced by Rs. 2,000. 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is a 
follows: — 

As there is no time, I simply move my motion for the acceptance < 
the House. 

The Hor/ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 hoj>c to he able to ecu 
vince the House that the addition is not unnecessary. It is necessar 
because of a mistake made in the Budget. The mover, no doubt, i 
aware that under contract contingencies a sum of money is allotted fc 
five years and it co\ers certain items of departmental expenditure 
We are dealing now with the contract contingencies of the ( ommissione 
of Police. They were fixed at Rs. (>4,000 in April, 1018. The pa 
of the menials was revised shortly afterwards in 1,42ft, and the increas 
comes up to Rs. 5,016. This was an additional item and we had to pa 
for it. The Calcutta Armed Police had a contract contingency of thei 
own. In 1920, the Accountant-General amalgamated it with the Com 
missioner of Police’s account and so an addition of Rs. 8,112 was made 
In 1921, Hie Accountant-General did the same with the contingency fo 
the running of motor cars for which there was a separate provision c 
Rs. 10,000 which was amalgamated. The same process was followed i 
the case of the Police Training School and their contract eontingenc 
of Rs. 4,728 was amalgamated; and lastly, the smu* process was gon 
through with the contract contingency of the Public Vehicles Depart 
ment. The mover may take it from me that the total of that, is Rs 97,85 
and that was accepted last year by the Finance Department as beinj 
the proper contract contingent grant to the Commissioner of Police 
Last year an additional grant had to be made to the Commissioner o 
Police to meet the surcharge of electric light. It was a very seriou 
item and the cost was about Rs. 6,000. Another Rs. 4,000 was addei 
at the same time to meet the increase in the cost of the articles whic 
had to be purchased out of contract contingencies. This year tin 
increased pay of the menials sanctioned from July last year has to b 
provided for the 12 mouths of this year. Therefore, we have to mak 
another grant ot Rs. 9,132. These three grants added on to the contrac 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


401 


1922 .] 

}t» w 

fvant of last year make up a total of Rs. 1,16,488. The amount pro- 
vided in the budget is Rs. 96, 000. Therefore, we come before the 
House for the remaining Its. 20,000. To put it in another way, the 
last year's provision sanctioned by the Finance Department and actually 
•pent was Rs. 1,07,356. This year we are adding another Its. 9,000, 
which we will have to pay for the menials, and, therefore, the sum 
comes up to Rs. 1,16,000. 1 am afraid we cannot do with less. I there- 

fore ask the House to pass this. 

Rftl RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Was not this Rs. 9,000 
anticipated when the Budget was trained 't 

The Hon’ble Mi”. H. L. STEPHENSON: This increase is meant for 
the pay of the menials. • 

Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur’s motion was then put and lost. 

Shall Syed Emdadul Haq’s motion was then put and lost. 

The following motion, which stood in the name of Babu Annnda 
Charan Dutta, was, in the absence of the member, de, lncd to he with- 
drawn : — 

That the demand of Rs. J ,600 under head ‘26. — Police-Scheme 7 
be refused.’’ 

RAJA MANILOLL SINGH ROY: A few days ago I was aNked 

Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur: Can the member speak 

it without moving Ins motion? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You had better move your motion 
first. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: I mo\e that tin* •demand for 
Rs. 1,000 under head “26. — Police — Presidency Police — Contingen- 
cies — Scheme <S “ tor supphing iion cots to constables and head-consta- 
bles of the Howrah Special Traffic Force, be refused. 

A few days ago I was asked U) have a look at the iron cots and the 
wooden eharpoys at Lai Bazar barrack and I did it. The wooden 
charjiays are covered with plunks and arc not liked bv the |w»ople who 
use them. The iron cots are undoubtedly more durable and are liked 
by the people and I beg to withdraw rnv motion with the leave of the 
Council. But I think, Sir, Rs. 27 for each of the cots is too much, and 
1 beg to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member to it. 

Rll Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I ask for your ruling, 
Sir? Is the member entitled to speak after he has withdrawn his 
motion P 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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Rat Dr. HIRIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demanc 

for a aura of Rs. 1,0()0 for iron cots under “ 26. — Police — Calcutti 
Police — Scheme 8 ” be reduced to Rs. 200. 

Hitherto wooden ckarpoy* were the rule for the constables. These 
are inexpensive, can be easily moved about, and in case of infection 
can be burnt down without much loss. But if the policy of providing 
iron cots to constables be adopted, those advertised by the Munitioni 
Board should be at once procured. These are excellent and sanitary 
and the Munitions Board are selling them at Rs. 7-8 each. The Muni- 
tions Board is making a reduction when these cots are bought for hoepi- 
tals, etc. If bought forthwith, and if a timely application be made tc 
the Munitions Board, these ‘17 cots can be bad at *Rs. 277-8. I have 
therefore, moved for the reduction. 

Mr.J. DONALD: Our only difficulty in meeting the suggestion oi 
the mover is that the Munitions Department have got no more beds left, 
so we have to purchase them from somewhere else. The sum is only 
Rs. 1,000, but we shall try to make it less and see if we can get the 
things chea|>er. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions, which stood in the name of Babu Ann.ida 
Charan Duita, were, in the absence of the member, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 1,000 under head ‘ 26. — Police — Scheme* 
be reduced by Rs. 500.” 

“ That the demand of Rs. 215 under head ‘ 26. —Police— Scheme 9* 
be refused.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand for 
a sum of Rs! 9,000 for purchase of equipment under bead ‘26. — Police — 
Contingencies — S' heme 10 be reduced to T?s. 5,000. 

The demand is for a hospital unit. The Police Hospital is rot a new 
creation. It has been removed from its 'ormer habitation (Amhirst 
Street) to the spacious and most commodious buildings at Bhowanipur. 
Unless all the couipments were sold along with the buildings and the 
land, it is difficult to realise the necessity of going in for a complete 
fresh equipment at once. Tn any case, if the authorities are anxious to 
have a fresh equipment, there is a way within their ?each. The Muni- 
tions Board is offering to sell complete sets of hospital equipments at 
a very cheap rate and when required for charitable purposes (and not 
for trade purposes), the Munitions Board grants a large reduction. I, 
therefore, think that utilizing the old fuVniture and equipment where 
possible, and buying from the Munitions Board where necessary, the 
demand can he considerably reduced. T am afraid in framing tbe 
supplementary demands the authorities did not always remember tbit 
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pr Budget is not a prosperity budget. The money which has l>een made 
available was secured by special legislation and by fresh taxation in a 
country which could ill-afford to meet its normal expenditure. * 

•HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. 9,000 under head “ 20. — Police — Scheme 10 ” for furniture and 
equipment of the new Calcutta Police Hospital, be reduced by Its. 4T)0 ' 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

The previous speaker has given the details. I do not therefore 
intend to repeat, what he has said, but simply move my motion for 
acceptance. • 

Mr. J. DONALD: In tin s matter 1 am quite prejmred to see what 
we can^et from the Munitions Board as has been suggested. Kven if 
the total sum is voted we shall do our l>est to cut it down as far as wo 
*can. I cannot say definitely whether we shall be able to make a saving, 
but if we get these things cheaper from the Munitions Board, we shall 
certainly see that the wishes of the Council are carried out in this matter. 

The motions w r ere then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that the demand of 
R«. 24,230 under head ‘‘20. — Police — District Executive Force M for 
the revision of the pay of Deputy Superintendents of Police, be refused. 

TbivS is one of the most extraordinary demands that has come before 
the Council. Only a couple of years ago, the Deputy Superintendents of 
Police got a good revision of pay, with restrosjH^tive effect in the 
bargain, and I do not know what li a ^ hap|>ened since then to allow them 
another increase, which practically takes them up to the level of the 
Bengal Civil Service. There is a difference between the Bengal Civil 
Service and the Bengal Police Service and the difference of pay must 
be proportionately large. If 1 am not much mistaken, nearly three 
months ago, a deputation of Deputy Su]>erintendents of Police waited 
on Sir Henry Wheeler with a prayer for an increase of ]>ay, and, I 
believe, Sir Henry Wheeler, in His reply to the deputation, said that 
they had not made out any good ease and he refused to give them any 
further increase. In view of that, I do not see how the Government can 
now come forward and propose a further increase in their jwiv and ask 
for a supplementary' grant for that purptAe. 

Then again, in this Council, a resolution was passed demanding that 
no further appointments should be made in the Imperial Police Service 
to fill up the vacancies in that service and the suggestion was made that 
the present Deputy Superintendents of Police should be made Assistant 
Superintendents of Police, thus gradually paving the way for the 
Indianisation of the Police Service. In view of the decided opinion of 
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the Council in this matter, I do not see why we should give an incre- 
ment of pay to a service which is likely to be abolished very soon. We 
have heard to-day in reply to a question that, for want of funds the 
ministerial officers — the officers who really cannot make both ends meet 
and many of whom have to starve — cannot be given the benefit of the 
revision suggested by this Council, and here, to-day we are asked to 
grant a fuither increase in the pay of the Deputy Superintendents who 
are already in receipt of a handsome pay. This is the sort of mentality 
of the Government which brings discontent amongst the masses. 

With these few words, 1 heg to move my amendment. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It appears from the Budget that 
though we have been called upon to sanction a grufit of lls. 24,230, we 
shall have to sanction every year Us. 36,000. Is this the proper time 
to make a further increment in the police charges? Government have 
already appointed a committee — and a very strong committee— rf or the 
retrenchment of expenditure. Until the report of the committee is^ 
submitted, 1 do not think we shall he justified in sanctioning this 
increased expenditure. It will a p] tear from the Budget that one-fifth 
of the total revenue is exjxmded to meet the police charges. It is quite 
unprecedented and we have been called ujxm to incur further expendi- 
ture. It appears from the note apixmded against the item that the 
existing time-scale of jrav for the Deputy Superintendents was sanc- 
tioned by the Government of India in Januaiy, 1620 — that is, only two 
years ago an increment of pay has been sanctioned by the Government 
of India, and now we are again called upon to sanction a further incre- 
ment. It has been stated that a representation has lx*en made by these 
officers for further increment. Now, let us see whether they are justified 
in their demand or not. They have asked Government to be put on the 
same level as the Bengal Uivil Service. Do they ]>osspss the same 
qualification's? Would it be justifiable to give them the same scale 
of pay? Have we passed the taxation Bills simply to meet the expendi- 
ture on the police? 1 do not think that that was the intention with 
which the Legislature has passed these Bills. Now is the time for 
retrenchment, and we should try our best to reduce our expenditure. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI". I do not wish to take up 

much time of the Uouncil. 1 fully agree that this demand is unneces- 
sary. To my mind, the creation of these posts is unnecessary. The 
duties now performed by these officers were formerly done by inspectors. 

I do not know whether these posts will be retained by the Retrench- 
ment Committee. At least this is not the time that any permanent 
addition should he made to the police expenditure. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs “ That the demand of Rs. 24,230 
under head * 26. — Police — Scheme 11 ’ be reduced by Rs. 2,430.” 
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Th® Hofi’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N ! The Provincial Police 
Service foi which an increase of pay is asked is a comparatively* new 
service. It was only started after the Police Commission's repot. Its 
object was ; firstly, to provide an outlet for the subordinate Indian Police, 
and secondly, to do the same work which was living done by the Assist- 
ant Superintendents of Police. Under the system of recruitment to the 
Imperial Police cadre, the numlier of Assistant Superintendents of Policb 
recruited depeuds not on the amount of work but on the number of 
superior ap]K>iutments open to Assistant Sujierintendeiits. 

liabu Kishori Mohan C liaudhuri says that the work was previously' 
done by msjiectors. It was because there was no one else to do ltj 
projierly shaking ifr was not inspectors' work. The Pro\uiciul Service 
is recruited partly directly ynd partly by promotion trom the rank of 
inspector. It lias the same relation to the liupci iul Police as the Rental 
Civil Service has to the Indian Civil Service and ll \ h'v cent, of the 
„ superior npiHiintnients in the lmp*rial Service are earmarked as listed 
jK>sts loi the 1 rovineial Service. lines, tins Provincial Police Service 
is a very imp) Hunt i>art of the police structure of the province. It is 
not, as Jhibu Kishoii Mohan Clmudhuii seems to think, a meie excres- 
cence to be thrown away, and 1 would ask the Council to seriously 
consider what in the future, near or distant, is going to l>e the position 
of the Provincial Police Service when the police is Indianiscd and when 
there is provincial autonomy. To my mind under the proMiicial auto- 
nomy there can l>e no other .sen ice than the Pnmneial Police Service 
which must 1 m» expected to take up the win k <>i the Impel nil Police. 

I ‘would ask the House to remember therefore that it is a very 
important service and that it will occupy an impntant pwition in 
the future structuie of the autonomous proMiice. Originally there were 
4 grades — one on Us. 250, one on Us. 050, one on Us. 400 and one on 
Us. 000. On the reoiganisation of the several scj vices whfiehv time- 
scales were introduced, a time-scale was also intmdiiced in the Provincial 
Police Service. This time-scale began at Us. 200 and went up to Its. 000 
in the 25tli year with a selection grade on Us. 700. As a matter of fact, 
the time-scale benefited not a single man in the Police service. Theo- 
retically a time-scale is lietter thali the grades, but it so happuied that 
this being a new service, the men wen* scattered over tile four grades 
and when they were brought on to the time-scale none of them was 
benefited and Government had as a matter of fact to bring them on 
to a higher stage than the number of yeffrs' service warranted. They 
memorialised — not only the Provincial Police of Bengal but the Pro- 
vincial police of the other provinces — also to the Secretary of State and 
pointed out that as a matter of fact they were worse off than lx* fore 
when they began on Us. 250. They also jxdnted out that they were also 
worse off than any other provincial service, and discontent among them 
was a very serious matter. The Government of India considered all 
these things and they wrote to us and said that there was a general 

2T 
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opinion amon^ the provinces that there ought to be the same ameliora- 
tion for the provincial police services by increasing the maximum and by 
speeding up the increments. We considered this and came to the con- 
clusion than it was not justifiable to start them on Rs. 200, when the 
other provincial services started on Rs. 250, and we decided that they 
should also start on Rs. 250, and secondly, that, having regard to what 
has been done for the other provincial services in Bengal, there was a 
good case for increasing the maximum to which the Deputy Superin- 
tendents of police could rise, and consequently, it was necessary to speed 
up the increments so that an officer could get this maximum at the same 
time he would have got the old one under the old scale, that is, in his 
25th year. j 

That is all we have done. We have raised the initial pay to Rs. 250 
from Rs. 200, we have raised the maximum from Rs. 600 to Rs. 700, 
with a selection grade on Rs. 800, and in order that a man (yin go 
through the whole service in 25 years and when lie retires can draw the 
maximum, we have accelerated the increments. It is very slight. I 
quite appreciate the motive of the mover of this resolution. Doubtless, 
the question of pay of all the provincial services will come within the 
purview of the Retrenchment Committee, but what 1 would put before 
the Council is that, if we are convinced that the Provincial Police as 
compared with the Bengal Civil Service should have these extra incre- 
ments, it is not fair to keep them as the only Provincial Service in 
Bengal without their due emoluments. Let them all be treated together 
in the same manner. If the Retrenchment Committee decide that the 
pay of the Pro\incial Services is too much, let them cut the ]>ay of all. 
But J would put it to the Council that it would lx* a source of great dis- 
content to these officers if theirs should be the only service which is uot 
to be allowed the full benefits of the time-scale. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Balm Amulya Dhone Addy called foi a division which he afterwards 
withdrew. 

Mr. H. E. 8PRY: May 1 rise to a point of order? After the Chair 
has said that the Noes have it, is it open to a member to call for a 
division ? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: Yes. 

i' 

Mr. H. E. SPRY: I think the ordinary procedure iu the Imperial 
Assembly is that after the Ayes and Noe-i Lave expressed their views 
by calling out, the President says: “ I think the Noes have it 99 or “ I 
think the Ayes have it ” as the case may be. Then after a short interval 
if the view of the President is not challenged by further calls, the Presi- 
dent says: 4< The Noes have it 99 or u the Ayes have it.” After that 
it is not <pen to anv member to call foi a division. 
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Dai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: This has Wen followed during 1 
the list year and a half. 


THE DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : The point does not arise on tne present 
occasion, as the call for a division has Wen withdrawn. 


SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that tin* demand for Km. 2,205 
Under head 4< 2G. — Police — Scheme Id,” tor the entertainment of assist- 
ant accountants in District Police offices, W refused. 

He delivered his sj*eech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 

follows : — 

This seems to be a new provision altogether and an unnecessary 
expenditure to ap]H>yit assistant accountants in the District Police offices 
My idea is that if it is once accepted, items of such c\|H*iidit ure will come 
yearly before us. One office or other will say that some ofiices have got 
it why should we not get it Y The Go\erument should know that they 
have a deficit which is Wing tried to he met with by the income of the 
newdy-jMissed taxation Bills. In our zammdari affaiis wo tr\ our Wst 
not to incur any additional exjumdituie when there is a deficit, but to 
curtail the same as far as practicable. Government should, I think, 
adopt the same principle. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I think it may he said that 
after swallowing so many camels, I should not stiain at u gnat. On 
principle I object to the demand however. After scrutinising tin* state- 
ment, I find that there is a large army of clerks and others in the 
ministerial establishment, and I repeat that it will bo intluT hampering 
the Retrenchment. Committee b\ piling upon the establishment at this 
stage. However, it is useless dilating on the subject because wo have 
already swallowed so many camels and it is no good straining at a 
gnat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The accountant* in the 

police offices have the financial woik of the distiiet police to do, namely, 
drawing pay hills, travelling allowance hills, contingent, lulls and so 
forth. The Accountant-General has Wen steadih pressing upon the 
Inspector-General of Police that ^he accounts woik m the district police 
office is too much for the accountant and it is < liicfly at his instance or 
rather that of the local auditor that an assistant accountant was sanc- 
tioned in 1918 for Dacca, Tipj>era, Fa rid pur and M\ metisingh ; in 1919, 
we gave one to the 24-Parganas and in 1921 another to llnoghly. It is 
now proposed to extend the system to oAier districts. I have figures 
giving the number of cheques, travelling allowance hills, etc., made out 
and drawn. I need not weary the Council by reading extracts. If any 
member wishes to convince himself by going through them 1 shall he 
very glad to show these details to him. I am sorry not to see 
Bahu Surendra Nath Mallik here — he undertook to look into this matter 
whether an extra accountant was necessary or not in the 24-Parganas 

27 a 
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Police office, but I do not know whether he had time to do that. What 
Government are asking this for is to obviate the danger of defalcations 
in the district police offices where the accountant’s work is in arrears. 
ITie danger of defalcations and swindling lias very much increased, and 
we are taking this step on the advice of our accounts officers. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 700 under head “ 20. — Police' — District Police — Scheme 14,” for 
the grant of a conveyance allowance to the Additional Superintendent of 
Police posted to Dacca, be refused. 

1 do not know whether all the memliers of thei Council have read 
the explanation that has been given in connection with this demand, 
because it is rather curious reading. This gentleman who does not get 
any travelling allowance, because he does not go beyond the five-mile 
radius of his city is to be allowed an allowance of Rs. 100 a month for 
going round the town of Dacca. Is it not an extravagant demand? 
1 have myself lieen in the town of Dacca and it is very easy to go from 
one end of the town to another on a bicycle in less than an hour's time. 
I do not understand why a motor allowance should he allowed to this 
officer for the purjM>se of going about the town. 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Rs. 700 
under head ” 20. — Police — Scheme 14 ” for the grant of a conveyance 
allowance to the Additional Suix*rintcndent of Police ixjstcd to Dacca, 
be reduced by Rs. 175. 

He deli vered his speech in Rengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

I endorse the views of the previous speaker. As no motion is being 
carried, I move for the reduction of Rs. 175 on the ground that the 
work can he managed if the conveyance allowance l>e reduced from 
Its. 100 to Rs. 75. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The town of Dacca has an 
i re a of (>J square miles. The Superintendent of Police, Dacca, was 
riven a motor car allowance in 1016, subject to the condition that he 
vould draw no travelling allowance for any journey beyond the five-mile 
'adius which he }>erformed if he returned on the same day, that is to 
>ay, his ordinary travelling allowance was curtailed. The Additional 
>ui>erintemieut of Police was given the allowance in 1018. The prin- 
‘iple of a conveyance allowance is that it is given to those officers who 
mve a great deal of travelling to do within a small range. The Addi- 
lonal Superintendent of Police, Dacca, is mainly in charge of the town 
rork. He does not tour very much, hut he has to go round the totfn 
if Dacca constantly. Many of us, no doubt, know that the civil station 
f long way from the town, and it was represented to us that it was 
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impossible to get a conveyance in the civil station. I have been asked 
whether a motor cycle would not lie sufficient. It will be .observed 
that we have asked for an allowance for a motor cycle for the Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, Howrah. It is for the Council to consider 
whether an Additional Superintendent of Police, who is a pucca Superin- 
tendent of Police and a senior official, should l>o given an allowance for 
*“a motor cycle for going about the town of Dacca, and therefore, *1 
would ask the Council to oppose this motion. 

The motions of llabu Indu Hhushan l>utta and Shah Syed Emdadul 
Ilaq were then put and lost. 

The following motions were, in the absence of the members, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — * 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN : “ That the demand 
of Its. # 700 under head ‘ 20. — Police — District Police — Scheme 14,’ 
for the grant of a conveyance allowance to the Additional Superinten- 
dent of Police posted to Dacca, be reduced by half.” 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROYS “That the demand for Its. 700 
under head * 20. — Police— District Police — Allowance — Scheme 14 ’ l>e 
reduced by Hs. 050.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA! I move the motion that stands 
in my name, that the demand of Ks. 050 under head “ 20. — Police — 
District Police — Scheme 15,” for tin* grant of a conveyance allowance 
to the Assistant or Deputy Nuiierintendent of Police posted to Howrah, 
be refused. 9 

The reason is the same as that urged by me in moving my last motion. 
This gentleman can very well go about on an ordinary bicycle. Howrah 
is a smallei town than Dacca, and I do not see any res^on why we 
should gi\c him this luxury. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 beg to support the 
motion. 

The following motion standing in the name of Maulvi Muhummcd 
Madassur Hussain was, in the absence of tin* member, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

* ^ “ That the demand of Ks. 550 under head ‘ 20. — Police — District 
Police — Scheme 15,’ for the grant of a •conveyance allowance to the 
Assistant or Deputy Sujierin tendon t of Police jested to Howrah be 
reduced by half.” 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Its. 360 
under head “ 2G. — Police — Scheme 15,” for the grant of a conveyance 
allowance to the Assistant or Deputy Superintendent of Polite posted to 
Howrah, be reduced by Its. 70. 
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He delivered bis si>eeoh in Bengali, the translation of which is as 
follows u— 

I move that it may be reduced by Hs. TO. There will be no harm 
if the conveyance is reduced to Its. 40. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Howrah, far from being* a 

small town, has a jurisdiction of 10 square miles. It has five police*, 
stations and 19 sections, with a force of GO head-constables and 564 con- 
stables. The Assistant or the Deputy Sujierintendent of Police is in 
charge of the town police, lie has to cover a large area and has to 
go out at any houi of the day or night and see that the constables are 
alert. It is essential that he should have a motor bicycle because he 
may be called upon at any moment to go round the* mill area. In case 
of any disturbance, it is essential that he r.hould be able to get at the 
sj>ot with the least possible delay. We have cut it down to a motor 
cycle although a motor cycle is not, 1 think, an ideal method of going 
round the town to see that the constables are alert, as it makes a lot 
of noise. 

The motions of Balm Indu Bhushun Dutta and Shah Syed Emdadul 
ITaq were then put and lost. 

The following motion, standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
llaq, was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Its. 2d, 8^12 under head ‘ 26. — Police. 1 ' — 
Scheme 16 ’ he reduced by IN. 2,482.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Hs. 7,921 
under head “26. — Poliie — Scheme 17,” lor the purchase of a motor 
lorry for the Howrah District Police, he refused. 

He delivered his speech m Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

It appears that something was spent last year. This exjicnditure is 
unnecessary . Then* is no time. 1 therefore simply move the amend- 
ment. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that the demand of 
Hs. (1,161 under head “ 26. — Police — Contingencies — Scheme 17,” for 
the purchase of a motor lorry for the Howrah district and for its running 
expenses, he refused. 

J must tell the (\mncil at the outset that my motion is somewhat 
different tiom the previous motion. My friend, Shah Sahib, would refuse 
even the running excuses of the motor lorry, t.c., the prison van that 
had been provided for last winter, but my refusal only relates to the 
new motor lorry that is now demanded for police transport. This is 
surely an illustration of how appetite grows bv eating. Last January 
when a memorandum was circulated to explain the necessity for the 
supplementary Police demand of Rs. 2,08,462, it was said in that memo- 
randum that for Howrah a motor prison van which could also be used 
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for the transport of police, when necessary, was required. We were, 
therefore, under the impression that this motor van would be used for 
police transport as well. But, now the Government, encouraged by the 
readiness with which such grants have been given by the Council and 
probably further encouraged by the ample money that is now available 

The Hon'ble Mf. H. L. STEPHENSON! It will shorten the discussion 
if I say at this stage that I accept his motion. • 

Rfti RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: We, half a dozen members, 
are all honoured by this acceptance of the motion by the Hon’ble 
Member. 

The Hon’bl© Mfc H. L. STEPHENSON: What I accept is that this 
Rs. 6,101 be struck out, leaving Its. 1,700 in the Budget. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: May I ask for information P 
I understand that the Hon'ble Member withdiaws his demand for the 
purchase of a second motor lorry and the cost of its maintenance from 
1st August ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHEN80N : Yes. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: He accepts t he motion standing in the 
name of Itai Harendranath Chaudhuri. 

The motion of Shah S\ed Kmdadul Haq was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The motion of Itai Harendranath Chaudhuii was then put and 
agreed to. 

The following motion, standing in the names <tf Kumar Khib Xhek- 
hareswar Hay, Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta and Itai ltadha Charan Pal 
Bahadur was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ Thai the demand of its. 7,921 under head 4 26.— d’olice-^Ncheme 17 ' 
l>e reduced by Its. 0,101." 

The following motion, standing in tin* name of Balm Annada Charan 
Dutta, was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Us. 595 under head 4 20. — Police — Scheme 18 ' 
be refused." 

The following motion standing in the name of Shall Syed Kmdadul 
Haq was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Its. 17,750 # under head 4 20. — Police — 
Scheme 19 ’ for the revision of boat hire for temporary lniats for Circle 
Inspectors, investigating officers, process servers, etc., in the Bengal 
Presidency be reduced by Its. 750." 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 5,000 under bead 44 2G. — -Police — Scheme 20," for the construction 
of a slipway at Naravanganj for the River Police, be refused. 
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The only reason 1 should like to advance is that the Police Retrench- 
ment Committee is very soon going to consider the question of tfie 
River I^olice. It may he abolished or may not be abolished, but the 
question may be taken up in August. 1 suggest that this demand be 
placed before this Council after the Committee has submitted its report. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I support the above 
motion. 

The following motion, standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Haq, was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 5,000 under head ‘ 20. — Police — Scheme 20 ’ 
be reduced by Rs. 500.” 

i 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I oppose this motion 
because it will not l>e in the interest of economy. The existing slipway 
can only be used from May to October and within these six months only 
small launches can be pulled up on it. The result is that we have to 
pay docking charges to private companies. The amount we ]>aid in 
1020-21 was Rs. 2,540 and 1021-22 Rs. ,4,500. The amount we paid 
in these two years would more than pa\ for the slipway. 1 think that 
Palm Indu Rhushan Dutta is ven optimistic about the report of the 
Police Retrenchment Committee mole so than some others ol his col- 
leagues. I inquired of one of his colleagues and 1 was told that the\ had 
not touched the District Police at all and if they were to do it, it would 
fake them more than ti\e years. In the eiicumstanees, f would ask 
this Council to vote this mom»\ as a measure of economy. 

Babu INDU BKJUSHAN DUTTA: In view of the information 
supplied b\ the llou’blc Memhei, 1 beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdiuwn. 

The Council here adjourned for 12 minutes. 

[ After the adjournment. ] 

The following motion, standing in the name of lhibu Annada Charnn 
Dutta, was, in the absence of the memhei, deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. lb, 205 under head ‘ 2G. — Police — 
Scheme 21 ’ be lefused.” 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : I move that the demand 
of Rs. 19,205 under bead ”20. — Polit e — Scheme 21” be refused. 

In the supplementary budget, it is shown as a temporary demand, 
non-recurring, but, as a matter of fact, it is a question of a recurring 
grunt of Rs. 40.999 because there are about 20,000 constables and head- 
constables and for every three years we shall have to spend a good deal, 
t.r., over a lakh and practically it would be a question of nearly 
Rs. 40,000 a year. 1 explained the situation to the Hon’ble Member in 
charge. If it is a question of Rs, 19,000 occasionally for a year, I do not 
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mind it. For the comforts of constables, that may be done, but if it is a 
question of Rs. 40,000 a year, the Council will have to consider it. 
Formerly we had not to spend so much : about four years ago, if is stated 
that we spent about Rs. 8,000 a year. Now we shall have to spend 
Rs. 40,000. Why should not the constables make some contribution 
towards the cost of these nets? 


With these words, 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 have got nothing to add 
to what lias been said by Babu Kishori Mohan Chnudhuri. I beg to 
support the motion that the demand for Rs. 19,205 under head “20. — 
Police — Scheme 21 “ be refused. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Rs. 19,205 
under head “20 — Police — Scheme 21” be reduced by Rs. 2,008-8. 

lie delivered his s^s'cch m Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

In moving this motion, I say that if a mosquito net is purchased at 
Rs. 5 instead of Rs. 5-12-0, we will save Rs. 2,008-8-0. 1 therefore move 

for the reduction of this sum and the savings may be sjieitt oil chariluble 
purjMxses. 1 hoj>e the lion’ hie Member will accept it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : The pi •ovision of mosquito 
nets for the constables and head-constables i regard as a health measure 
and as an insurance. It is ieall> cheaper in the long run to keep our 
men fit than to keep up a big leserve. The health of the police is not 
good in Bengal and wo have not done all we can to improve it. At the 
same turn*, 1 iiankh admit that tin* ideal is that we ought to spend 
annually Rs. 40,000 to gi\e the constables mosquito nets. # All that we 
have ever been able to spend, so far, is Rs. 17,000 in 1914-15, Rs. 8,000 
in 1910-17, and then we dosed down the provision or mosquito nets. The 
passing of this sum does not commit t lie House to any expentidure next 
\ ear. 1 do not mean to say that. I shaft not come Indore this House 
and ask for further piovision myd year. But as it stands, it does not 
commit the House to spend auditing more, if we have got themoney, 
I shall ask the House for a further grant. If we have not got the money, 
we cannot si>end. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHtiRI : May I ask whether it is 
not a fact that administrative sanction has been given to a scheme forth© 
supply of mosquito curtains to constables which will involve a triennial 
expenditure of Rs. 1,24,000? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: When the scheme was 
sanctioned in 1914, the total estimated expenditure was Rs. 52,887. 
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There are many schemes which have been administratively approved, 
but cannot be carried out until funds are provided by this Council. 
Administrative approval means nothin# except that the Government 
approve of the scheme. If we want to spend money, we have got to 
come to the Council. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is it or is it not an item 

which will involve a trennial expenditure of Rs. 1,24,000? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The scheme involving a 
triennial expenditure of that amount is our ideal. The practical effect 
falls far below our ideal. 

< 

Idle motions of Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri and Shah Syed 
Fmdadul Tla<| wen* then put and lost. * 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: With the same remarks as in the 
other case, I beg to withdraw the following motion: — 

“ That the demand for Rs. 25,000 under head ‘ 20. — Police — Scheme 
2’ lie refused.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion, standing in the name of Rai Nibaran Das 
Gupta Bahadur, was, in the absence of the member, deemed to lw* 
withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand of Its. 25,000 under head 4 20. — Point* — Scheme 
20’ be refused.” 

The following mbtion standing in the name of Rai Dr. Ilandhan 
Dll ft Bahudm, was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

“ That tile demand of Rs. 25,000 under head 4 20. — Police — Scheme 
23 * be reduced by Rs. 17,500.” 

The following motion, standing in the name of Balm Irnlu Bhushan 
Dutta was, in the absence of (lie memlier, deemed to be withdrawn — 

4 ‘ That the demand of Rs. 25,000 under head 4 20.-- Police — District 
Police — Scheme 23 ’ for the supply of iron cots, be reduced by 
Rs. 10,000.” 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE^SWAR RAY: I move that the demand 

for Rs. 25,000 for th esupply of iron cots to police officers under head 
* 20. Police — Scheme 23/ be reduced by Rs. 15,750. 

The following motion, standing in the name of Bahu Jogesh Chandra 
Sarkar, was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn; — 

14 That the denrnad of Rs. 25,000 under head 1 26. — Police— -Scheme 
23 ’ be reduced by Its. 15,000.” 
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The following motion, standing in the name of Bahu Annudu Cliaran 
Dutta, was, in absence of the member, deemed to withdrawn: — 

That the demand of Its. 25,000 under head ‘ 20. — Poli< o-- Scheme 
23* be reduced by Es. 12,500/ 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Its. 25,000 
under head “ 2G. — Police — Sc heme 23 ” be reduced by Its. 1,850. 

He delivered his Hjteech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
. follows : — 

On inquiry I find that iron cots are available in the market at Its. 25. 
I do" not understand why then it will be purchased at Es. 27. 1 said 

what I had to say, alid I leave it entirely to the option of the House. 

Mr. J. DONALD: We 1ia\e heard no weighty reasons adduced for 
the refusal or the reduction of this amount. This sum is required in 
connexion with a scheme which is intended to piomote the health 
of the force. It is an insurance for the health of the whole force and 
if we allow constables to sleep on the floor as they do now, and give 
them no proper cots, it means extra reserve and extra expenditures on 
that account of much public nionc\ . This amount was calculated on 
the basis of a rate of Its. 27 per cot but the* rate' to-day is much lower 
and, if the full amount is voted, we shall he able to get a much’ larger 
number of cots and the e\]>enditure will dimmish m the future. We 
have to provide cots for the health of the force, and we want to give 
them good and sanitary cots. I oppose these motions. 

Kuinar Nhib Shekhareswar Bay’s motion was then put and lost. 

The motion of Shall Kyed Emdudul Haq was tfien, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CH AUDHURI moved that J he demand 
of Rs. 4,471 under head “ 20. — Police — District Police — Scheme 24, M 
be refused. 

In moving this motion, I simply beg to inquire what will Ik* the 
ultimate expenditure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON : This is not quite on the 
same lines as for the mosquito cut tains. In 1910-17, we provided the 
bead constables and constables on court and escort duties with water- 
proofs, one waterproof each. The number of waterproofs bought 
then was 3,267. Since then we have added 403 men fo the total number 
of men on the above duties and this is a proposal to give these 
463 men waterproofs which three years ago wen* given to the other men 
who were on the same duties. We cannot afford to provide* all these 
463 men with waterproofs at once. We put down Its. 5,000 which, 
at the rate quoted in 1920, would have bought 200. T believe that 
the cost of the waterproofs has gone dow n arid I believe that we shall 
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be able to buv more. I certainly undertake to buy as many as we can 
for the money. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In view of the Hon’ble 

Member's remarks, I he# to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion, standing in’ the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Ilaq, was, bv leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand for Rs. 4,471 under head ‘26 — Police — . 
Scheme 24 ’ lx* reduced by Its. 71.” 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY moved that the demand of 
Rs. 14,250 under head “ 26. — Police — Scheme 25 ” be refused. 

Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I support this motion. No 

reasons are necessary. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. 14,050 under head “ 26. — Police — Scheme 25 ” he reduced by 
Rs. 250. 

The HorPble Mr. H, L. STEPHENSON: 1 am prepared to reduce this 
demand by Rs. 10,150, the reason being we have been fortunate enough 
to he able io get hold of the identical thing we wanted at less price 
than that put down. I think the movers will agree to this. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I move an amendment to 
reduce the demand by Rs. 10,150. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I accept Babu Indu 
Bbusban Dutta’s amendment. 

The following amended motion was then put and carried: — 

“ That the demand for IN. 1 4 ,050 under head ‘ 26. — Police — Scheme 
25 ’ be reduced by Rs. 10,150. 

The original motion that the demand be refused was put to the 
vote at the request of Kumar Shib Shekliareswar Ray and lost. 

The motion of Shah S\ed Emdadul Ilaq was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that t ho demand 
for Rs. 1, OS, 084 under head “ 26. — Police — Scheme ” be refused. 

Bengal is the only province, except Burma and Assam, which employs 
military police. The Fraser Commission of 1902 had recommended its 
abolition, but it 1ms continued to exist. From the nature of the work 
which it has been called upon to perform, and the number of occasions 
when its employment was found necessary during the post 12 years, 

I think that it is very doubtful whether it is necessary to keep it any 
longer. We have appointed a Police Retrenchment Committee and 
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we find we do not want this military jxdice. This demand ran also be 
examined by the general Retrenc hment Committee. The whole question 
of the military jxdice is being examined by them. Before we incur any 
new expenditure in this connection, 1 think that we would do well to 
wait and see what these Retrenchment Committees have got to say about 
the very existence of the military police. This is not an urgent expen- 
diture. We have done without it all these years and we would do well 
to wait a little longer. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of 
Rs. 1 ,08,084 under head “ 20. — Police — Scheme* 28 ” be reduced bv 
Rs. 10,800. 

* * 

Babu JOCESH CHANDRA SARKAR: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 1.08,084 under head “ 2ti. — Police — Bengal Military Police - Scheme 
28 " for rearming the Pastern Frontier Rifles with Lee Knfiehl Magazine 
rifles be reduced to Rs. 80,028. 

It cannot be said that all tin* rifles have* become unserviceable at 
once. Hie change may Ik* effec ted gradually and the e\j>enc!it ure 
spread over a number of years. Some of these rifles may be utilised 
for other purposes. 

Owing to the absence of Hai l)r. ITaridhan Dutt Bahadur, the* following 
motion standing in his name was detuned to be withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand of Its. 1 ,08,084 under head head ‘ 20. Police — 
Scheme 28 ’ l>o reduced to Rs. 50,000. M 

Babu AMftJLYA DHONE ADDYr I am grateful to tin* Government 
for its having supplied to me details in the case* <*f the supplementary 
budget, but I am really sorry to find that in this particular ras* no 
details have been given. Then, Sir, it has been said that wc* have got 
a memorandum. That memorandum states that the exist iyg rifles uie 
worn out and should be replaced, but as regards the details of the 
expenditure amounting to more than one* lakh of rupees, \ am really 
sorry that we have* not l>een favoured with them. What I beg to submit 
is that it is a military expenditure. It is the* primary duty of the* 
Government of India to maintain the military police* and as such I do 
not think that this Council would lie justified in sanctioning this grant.. 
The Government of India have increased the railway freight on food- 
grains and on passengers and they have increased the rates of postcards 
and letters. Therefore, we can justly cjsk the Government of India 
to incur this expenditure. However, as an amicable* settlement, 1 
suggest that we meet half the sum and ask the Government of India 
to meet the other half. 

As regards the merits of the question, I may be allowed to say that 
we are sick of this military police. We have had sad exfierience in 
CBandpur and we have had similar experience of them on other occasions. 

I think they can easily be replaced by the civil police, If Bengal 
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agrees, then let us approach the Government of India to meet half the 
expenditure. 

Babu Indu Bhuslmn Dutta moved that the demand of Its. 1,08,084 
under head “ 20. — Police — Scheme 28 ” be reduced to Its. 54,042. 

The Hon’ble Mr. If. L. 8TEPHEN80N : The expenditure is urgent 
and necessary because the rifles are falling to pieces. They are kept 
together with difficulty and every time they are fired, they go out of 
order and new screws have to be put in and the stock is again 
screwed to the barrel. A large number of them are constantly at the 
armoury being repaired. We have been warned since 1918, that these 
rifles will not stand field service conditions even for a few days and 
the position now is that they cannot stand field service conditions evert 
for two days. Therefore, the matter is urgent. I can see no justifica- 
tion for wailing till we get the report of the Police Retrenchment 
Committee. T despair as to when we shall get the report. I do not 
think we can possibly take the responsibility of postponing it. How- 
ever, we get these rifles from the Government of India and if we return 
them we shall get credit for those we return according to the state in 
which we return them. Theiefore, even supjMising that after we 
receive Kumar Shib Sheklmreswar’s note on the abolition of the 
military police we decided on its abolition, this money would not 
lie wasted as we could send the arms to the Government of India and 
got a refund from them. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will all the rifles he immedi- 
ately required? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I am afraid I cannot accept 
any amendment winch pro] Rises to reduce the grant by half because 1 it 
is impossible to have in one battalion two separate arms. The rearm- 
ing cannot ne done gradually, it must be done all at once. Bahu 
Atnulvn Dhone Addv lias complained of want of details, but we have 
not got the details ourselves. We wrote to the Government of India 
and asked them what would l>e the charge for rearming this battalion 
with a sjx»cific rifle*. They wrote hack and said that the total cost 
would he Rs. 1,08,084, the cost of a rifle being Rs. 87, so. that we 
are absolutely in their hands. 1 agree that it would he a graceful thing 
for the Government of India to give us half the cost of these rifles. If 
thev show tin* slightest desire either to give us the rifles or to meet 
half of the expenditure, I should certainly jump at the opportunity. 

These motions were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Rs. 3,325 
under head “ 20. — Polite — Scheme 29 ” be reduced by Rs. 271. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I will not waste the time 
of the Council by giving any argument. I oppose the motion.. 
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The motion was put and lost. 

The following motion, standing in the name of Shah Syed Kmdndul 
Haq, was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand of Its. 1,271 under head ‘ 26. — Police — -Scheme 
SO ’ be reduced by Rs. 271 . 99 

Owing to the absence of Habu Annada Charan Dntta, the following 
motion, standing in his name, was deemed to be withdrawn: - 

“ That the demand of Its. 8,920 under head * 26.— Police — Scheme 
31 ’ be refused.” 

The following motion, standing in tin* name of Shall S\ed Kmdndul 
Haq, was, by leave the (Ymncil, withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand for IJs. 8,920 under head * 26. — Police Scheme 

31 f be reduced by Rs. 1,960.” 

Owing to the absence of Habu Annada (’haran Dntta, the following 
motion, standing in his name, was deemed to be withdrawn:- - 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,260 under head 4 26. — Police Scheme 

32 ’ be refused.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Hs. 1,260 
under head “ 26. — Police — Scheme 82” l>e reduced by Its. 680. 

Mr. J. DONALD: The In spectors art* entitled to fret* quarters, but 
as we have got no Government buildings to put them iii we must give 
them sufficient allowance to cover the house rent paid by them. The 
present rates are not so low as the member seems to think. 

The motion was put and lost. * 

Owing to the absence of Maulvi A. K. Kazl-ul Haq, tin* following 
motion, standing in his name, was deemed to he withdrawn: — 

“That the demand for exjienditure under head ‘ 26. -* Police,’ he 
refused.” 

The following motion, standing in the name of Mr. Bijoyprosad 
Singh Roy, was, by leave of the (’ouneil, withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand for Rs. .‘J, 56, 471 under head ‘ 26. — Police ’ bo 
l educed by Rs. 26,000.” 

ThO DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The question now before the House 
is that the sum, as settled in Council, l>e granted for expenditure under 
head “ 26. — Police.” 

The motion was put and carried. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till Tuesday, the lltli July, 1922, 
at 3 P.M., at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 11th July, 1922, at 3 r.M. 

Present : 

The Deputy-President in the (’hair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Hon’hle the three Ministers, and 102 
nominated uni elected members. 


Unstarred Question 

(answer to which was laid on the table). 

Grant-in-aid and Inspecting staff. 

156. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the TIon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) the numl>er and rank of the suj>ervising staff of the Education 
Department in Bengal ; 

(??) the yearly salary of eaeb of these officials; and 
(???) the amount drawn hv each of them on an average as travelling 
excuses during each official year? 

(/?) Will the lion’ hie the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(?) the rate of grant to aided high English schools or any other 
class of schools in Bengal; and 

(??) the yearly expenditure of such grants in every district of 
Bengal ? 

(c) Will the ITon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(?) the amount, of money yearly spent by each of the District Boards 
of Bengal for — 

(1) middle English schools ; 

(2) middle vernacular schools; 

(3) upper primary schools ; 
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(4) lower primary schools ; 

(5) patshalas; 

(6) maktabs; and 

(it) the amount of yearly Government grant to supplement the 
amount of educational expenditure of each ^>f the District 
Boards ? 

( d ) Is there any truth in the allegation that more money is spent 
on work of inspection than in granting aid for the actual work of 
education ? 

MINISTER in charge of ^DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Abatement is laid on the table. 

( c ) A statement is laid on the table. 

( d ) No. The rates of the cost of insjiection (salaries— tnnelling) 
grants to schools, and grants to District Boards for education is roughly 
10:12:15. 


Statement referred to in unstarred question No. lhd (a) (/), showing 
the number and rank of the supervising staff of the Education 
Department , Bengal. 
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Statement referred to in unstarred question No . 156 (a) (it), showing i 
yearly salary of each of the supervising staff of the Educatu 
Department , Bengal. 



No. 



Y'early salary. 

• 




Rs. 

l. Inspectors and 

14 



1,40,520 

Secoi (1 IhHpector* — 







Its. 



Indian Edu ational Servic* (7) 

1 o 

. 2.000 t 

er iu'*ti8ein 

24,000 



1 ,000 


19,200 



1,500 

, ,, 

18,000 



1,050 

• M 

12,600 


1 .. 

050 

,, 

11,400 



550 

, ,, 

6,600 



550 

’ 

6,600 


7 



98,400 

Bengal Educational Neivice (7) 

1 on 

700 | m * r 

mensem 

8,400 


1 „ 

55(» „ 


6,600 


0 

500 „ 

(each). 

12,000 


1 

400 „ 


5,320 



420 „ 


5,040 


1 

2,80 „ 

- . 

4,560 


7 



42,120 

Total 

14 



1,40.520 

II. Assistant Inspectors for 

b 



18,840 

Muhumuimlun Educa- 





tion— 





Bengal Educational Service (5) 

1 on 

580 per 

inenMvn 

4,560 


1 „ 

310 „ 


4,080 


1 „ 

300 „ 

,i 

3,600 


1 „ 

300 „ 

e 

3,600 


» M 

250 „ 

- 

3,000 


5 



18,840 

III. District Inspectors — 

28 



80,760 

Bctignl Edncaticr-al Service (‘28) 

1 011 

700 per 

mensem 

8,400 


1 „ 

420 „ 

M 

5,040 


1 

380 „ 

tl 

4,560 


2 „ 

340 „ 

„ (each). 

8,160 


« .. 

300 „ 


3,600 


n „ 

‘250 „ 

n o 

51,000 


28 



80,760 
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V rarly *alary. 




Ra. 



♦Rs 

IV* Subdi visional Inspec- 

61 




1,33,680 

tors— 






(61) on ih. 150 — 10— 250. 

1 on 2&0 per 

mensem 

3,000 


16 

210 „ 


(t-at h) 

4 0,320 


31 „ 

180 

M 

,, 

66/260 


13 „ 

150 „ 


)i 

23,400 


61 




1,33,680 

V. Sub-Inspectors — 

268 




3,41,880 

(268) On R*. 75— 6 # — -0 > 

3 o. 

170 per mensem (each) 

6,120 


• H7 „ 

NO „ 

i , 

,, 

1,46,160 


67 „ 

105 „ 


,, 

84,420 

• 


85 „ 



44,880 


67 

75 „ 

o 

i. 

60,300 


268 




3.41,880 






— 

VI. Assistant Su h-I nsped oi * 


* 




and Inspecting Maulxis — 

27 




14,460 

(27) On Ra. 35—2—75—3—00 

1 on 

63 per inrt.Hcni 


756 


5 

51 „ 


(eucli) 

3,060 


1 .. 

55 „ 



660 


6 ,, 

41) ,, 


(*•«<- li ) 

3,528 


3 ,, 

17 „ 

,, 

,, 

1,692 


i 

43 ,, 



516 


i „ 

39 „ 

„ 


468 


9 

35 „ 

- 

(♦ • n< * 1 » ) 

3,780 


27 




• 14,460 

VU. Assistant I napec tresses — 

12 




40,500 

Bengal Educational Service (12) 

1 on 

425 per men*»m 


5,100 


1 „ 

375 

i’ 


4,500 


2 if 

325 „ 


(< m h) 

7,800 


I 

275 „ 


„ 

13,200 


1 „ 

225 „ 



2,700 


* , 

200 „ 

” 

(ellch) 

7,200 


12 

• 



40,500 

VIII* Inspections— 

2 




20,400 

Indian Educational Service (2) 

1 on 

1 ,100 per 

mensem 

13,200 


1 „ 

600 „ 

M 


7,200 


2 



* 

20,400 


28 a 
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No. 


Yearly salary. 



Rs. 

IX. Inspector of European 1 
Schools — 


12,000 

Indian Educational Service 1 on 

Ks. 1,000 per mensem 

12,000 


Abstract 



No. 

Yoarl) salaries. 



Kh. 

1 

14 

1,40,520 

II 

5 

18.840 

III 

2H 

80,760 

IV 

hi 

1,88,680 

V 

... 208 

3,41,880 

VI 

27 

14,400 

vn 

12 

40,500 

VIII 

2 

20,400 

IX 

1 

12,000 

(i HAND ToiAL 
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8,03,040 


Statement referred to in unstarred question No . 156 (a) (***)» showing the 
amount drawn by each Inspecting Officer on an average as travelling 
allowances during an official yoar. 


Kb 


Inspectors 

... 1,828 a year. 

AssiKant and District Inspectors 

1,200 „ 

SubdiviBional Inspectors 

832 „ 

Sub-Inspectors ... ... 

3G3 „ 

Assistant Sub- Inspectors \ 


... 

Inspecting Maulvip ) 

316 „ 

Inspectresses 

1,716 „ 

Assistant Inspectresses ... 

1,024 „ 


NOT!.— IMitrlflt and Subdiviajonal lnapeotori being new claasea of officers, the figure* hare been caloalattd 
from the returns relating to Deputy and Additional Deputy Inapectois, whom they bare displaced. 



Statement showing the grants made by Government to all classes of schools during 1921-22 , referred to in unstarred 
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Hoogiily ... 24.576 j 7,104 480 6,465 I I 11.9*34 
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Darjeeling ... j 8,455 9,110 ; 1,850 i 8,831 
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Demands for grants. 
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27. — Ports and Pilotage. 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
8ir John Kerr)! I move that a sum of Its. 32,254 be granted for ex- 
penditure under head 44 27.— Forts and Pilotage.” 

lire whole of this demand relates to one scheme, the provision of* a 
motor launch for the Port Officer of Chittagong. There are several 
motions for reduction on the paper, and 1 think it will save the time 
of the Council if I explain now the necessity for this provision. Chitta- 
gong is the only port in 'which a launch is not provided bv Government 
for the Port Officer* The Port Officers at the larger ports have launches, 
and even in the smaller ports in Madras launches art* provided. It has 
been a long-standing grievance with tin* Port Officer of Chittagong that 
he has to depend on borrowing a launch from the Port Commissioners, 
which is often impossible, and m that case ho has to go about m sampans 
or country boats. That system of travelling involves a great waste of 
time as the Port Officer’s jurisdiction extends ovoi 14 miles of the 
river Karnaluli. I he matter was brought to a head last year on the 
occasion of the hartals in which t lie inhabitants of Chittagong indulges 
During the hartals the boatmen refused to take their boats out and the 
Port Officer had to stay on shore, except when In* could borrow a launch 
from the* Port Commissioners. There was one incident which was 
particularly inconvenient and unpleasant. A mail steamer was 
anchored out m the river and was deserted by the crew who went on 
shore to fake part in the hartal. The steamer was full of passengers 
including a number of Indian ladies who were naturally very much 
alarmed; they signalled to the Port Officer to come out to their rescue, 
hut the Port Commissioners* launches being away, and the boatmen 
refusing to tak^* out their boats, he had to stay on shore jmd could do 
nothing. Ilad the Port Officer had a launch of Ins own, ho could at 
least have gone out and rescued the ladies. After this occurrence, the 
Port Offi cer very strongly impressed ujhui me tin* necessity of providing 
for a launch in the budget of last cold weather. Hut as Finance Mem- 
ber I had laid down the principle that no new expenditure was to be 
provided for in the budget before the taxation Hills were passed; and I 
felt that as Marine Member I could hardly go against my own principle; 
therefore, I decided to bring up the matter Indore the Council as soon 
as we had surplus funds in our hands, and that is the reason for my 
demand to-day. 

TWt covers most of the motions which propose that the demand 
should be refused, but Shah Syed Kmdadul Haq, with his usual original- 
ity, has proposed to reduce the demand bv Rs. 2,254. A reference to 
the supplementary estimates will show that this sum which he wants 
to reduce is the amount which covers the cost of the crew and of the 
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petrol which will be required for working the launch. Does the Shah 
Sahib propose that we should spend Rs. 30,000 on a motor launch and 
then lea fT e it high and dry on the bank with the unfortunate Port 
Officer in no better position than he is in at present? I trust that what 
I have said will convince the Council that the demand is justified. 

Maulvi A. K. FAIL-UL HAQ being absent, the following motion 
was deemed to be withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 32,254 under head ‘ 27. — Ports and 
Pilotage ’ being a provision for a motoi* launch for the Port Officer, 
Chittagong, be refused.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I mo-e that the demand 

for Rs. 32,254 under head “ 27. — Ports and Pilotage ” for a motor 
launch for 1 he Port Officer at Chittagong, be refused. 

What strikes me is this, that so long as the port of Chittagong was 
not under the Government of Bengal, the Port Officer could do without 
a launch. Now that the port has come under the Government of Ben- 
gal, the Port Officer requires a launch; that w'as the reason of my 
opposition. But now that the matter has been explained by the 
Hon’ble Member in charge, 1 beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, hy leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council; withdrawn: — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 32,254 
under head ‘ 27. — Ports and Pilotage — Scheme 1 ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 2,254.” 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 32,254 be granted for 
expenditure under head “ 27. — Ports and Pilotage ” was then put and 
agreed to. 


30.— Scientific Departments. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION * (the 
HorVble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur uf Burdwan): I move that a sum 

of Rs. 15,550 be granted for expenditure under head ” 30. — Scientific 
Departments.” 

This demand for grant has been put dow n in the name of my Hon’ble 
Colleague Mr. P. C. Mitter, but I have been asked to move this for the 
reason that the majority of the amount covered by this demand belongs 
to tbe Irrigation Department in connection w T ith the payment of staff 
for the Hydro-Electric Survey scheme, a matter regarding which I made 
some reference at the last Budget discussion, and in answer to certain 
queries I said that if in the supplementary budget sufficient funds were 
provided, I would make a start with the question of the Hydro-Electric 
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Survey of Bengal. For this reason I beg to move for this demand. I 
may mention that within this Rs. 15,550 there is a sum of 700 for 
the additional grunt to the Varendra Research Society at Ram pur-Boa ha. 
When the motion for the reduction of this amount comes up my Hon’ hie 
Colleague Mr. Mitter will give his reasons for this demand. There is 
another sum, included in this amount of Rs. 500 for expenditure under 
“ Stationery, " and this will be replied to by niv Hon’ble Colleague 
Sir John Kerr later on. 

The following motions were deemed to l>e withdrawn as the mem- 
bers were absent : — • 

Rai Dr. HARVDHAN DUTT Bahadur: " That the demand for 
Rs. 700 under head ‘ 30. — Scientific Departments — Scheme 1 * be 
refused.' 1 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 14,850 under head ‘ 30. — Scientific Departments — Scheme 2 ’ bo 
refused." * 

Matlfvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: "That the demand of Rs. 14,850 
under head ‘ 30. — Scientific Departments ’ for hvdro-electric survey, be 
refused." 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: " That the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ 30. — Scientific Departments, ' be refused." 

TKe original demand that a sum of Rs. 15,550 lx* granted for ex- 
penditure under head “ 30. — Scientific Departments," was then put 
and agreed to. * 


31. — Education (Reserved.) 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EUROPEAN 
EDUCATION (the Hon’bie Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : I move that a sum 
of Rs. 89, 000 be granted for expenditure under head " 31. — Education 
(Reserved)." 

This item covers two grants, one of Rs. 29,000 for the additional 
salary grant for the Calcutta Free School, and the other is Rs. 00,000 for 
the St. Andrews' Colonial Homes, Kalimpong. 

I should warn the Council that we projwse to ask thc^Council in the 
August session for another grant for the Loretto Convent; the total of 
these three grants is the same as was given last year, but they have 
been redistributed. The reason for the extra grant is roughly that all 
these three institutions are not only educational hut also charitable 
institutions on a fairly large scale, and the occasion of their necessity 
fef help is, firstly, that the cost of the teaching staff has gone up very 
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much, secondly, the cost of feeding) has gone up very much, and thirdly, 
that owing to economic causes, subscriptions have gone down. The 
result is that these institutions are unable this year as last year to meet 
their expenditure. The grants will be given only when Government 
are satisfied that arrangements have been made with the help of these 
grants to make the institutions solvent for this year. As time is short, 
I meed not go into details of these two grants; I only move that the 
demand be granted. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 move that the demand 
for a sum oi Its. 29,000 under head “ ill.— Education— Scheme 1 ” be 
refused. o 

This is a grant in lump proposed to be gjven to a school which has 
suffered from competition with the Calcutta Boys’ School and other 
similar institutions. It has a very large compound in the business 
quarter of the city, ill-suited for the purpose of a public school, being 
too close to a big popular market and in the neigh liourhoo^ of a particu- 
larly notorious and disreputable quarter. Long ago, the Governors of 
this Institution decided to remove this school to Ranchi where, I under- 
stand, a site had already been selected, and in the meantime arrange- 
ments were made to sell the existing buildings and thei land at a very 
high price. This grant now proposed cannot indefinitely postpone the 
pioposed removal of the school. The sum, though insignificant for the 
Institution, will prove of very great help in the extension of primary 
education in Calcutta, viz., for the establishment of free day schools for 
Anglo-Indian boys, the establishment of which can no longer be delayed. 
The large plot of land in the business quarter will fetch an enormous 
sum any day, though it is true the boom for land has passed away. The 
Governors of the institution should not, in my humble opinion, delay 
in giving effect to their intention to remove this institution to a more 
suitable site, nor should the Education Department waste money they 
can ill-afford to spare, to enable a tottering existence in the metro- 
polis against its promised healthy life at Ranchi. Under the circum* 
stances I feel that the Government should spend this sum for improv- 
ing primary education for Anglo-Indi*n boys, instead of giving the 
grant to n school, which however deserving it may be, will not bene- 
fit very much by this grant. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 29,000 
under head “ 31. — Education (Reserved) — Scheme 1, ” be reduced 
by Rs. 9,000. 

lie addressed the Council in Bengali in support of his motion. A 
translation of his speech is as follows : — 

The previous speaker lias said all what has got to be said and I 
have nothing more to add, but it arises in my mind that Re. 9,000 were 
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given last year. This year it has been raised to Ks. 29,000. I there- 
fore move that if it is not refused altogether it may be reduced bv 
Rs. 9,000. 

, Mr. W. L. CAREY • I realise that m rising, us a layman, to lake 
part in a debate on education, in an assembly where 1 know there are 
several expert educationists, 1 am treading" on delicate ground, for 
which reason I shall confine myself to generalities. My excuse for 
speaking is that the opinion has been expressed to me on more than one 
occasion, in the past few months, and in one or two different places, 
not, I am glad to say, in Bengal, that it is no jmrt of the duty of the 
Reformed Councils to provide any of the funds for, the education of 
the Domiciled Community. 

I am sur^ that in thifc enlightened province of Bengal, where the 
benefits of education are so rightly valued, and its necessity admitted, 
and dmong my fellow-meiuhers of this Council, such an opinion is not 
generally held, but it is l>ecause 1 see from these resolutions on the 
paper that there are evidently some one or two members who hold views 
something of this nature, that I am attempting to show that they are 
wrong. 

Such opinions seem to me to smack of prejudice, and I would ask of 
you to raise the consideration of this subject above prejudice and to 
consider it from the point of view' of the well-being of the State. If 
you look at the most civilised and progressive countries of the world, 
you will see that the l>etter and more advanced a country is, and the 
greater its leadership in the things that matter, as compared with those 
that only seem to matter, the more is the interest taken by the states- 
men of that country in the protection and education of minorities 
existing in their midst, whether such minorities are alien or indigenous, 
with the objept of forming them into a useful section society and 
an addition of strength to the State instead of a weakness. The exact 
opposite obtains in backward countries where the existence of weak 
minorities is only looked upon as an opportunity for the oppression and 
taking advantage of thorn, with consequent detrimental results. 

I am sure that this Council jvill not desire in such matters to follow 
any but the best examples, and this entails the education and prejmra- 
tion for a useful life of the children of the domiciled communities as a 
part of our duties as well as the provision of primary schools and all 
other educational advantages for the pepple of the province as a whole. 
None of these do we wish 4o refuse, but would give our fullest support 
at all times, but at the same time I submit that these votes also are an 
integral part of the duty which we owe to our province of Bengal and 
T trust that this consideration added to the cogent arguments of 
Mr. Stark will secure the passing of the votes in full. 

Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur is apparently misinformed with 
regard to the sale of the Free School lands which he has referred to. This 
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gale has fallen through, and the school is consequently feeling the great- 
est difficulty, and there is a danger that if the vote is passed, they may 
1)0 forced to get rid of a great number of its boys now being taught in 
that school. Therefore, 1 beg to support the demand for the grant of 
Rs. 89,000. 

Mr. H. A. 8TARK: The Calcutta Free School is divided into three 
sections, an Infants’ Department, a Girls’ Department and a Boys’ 
Department. The Governors of this school realising that the time had 
come when they must do what they could to develop the resources of 
the school, entered into negotiations for the sale of their property in 
Free School Street*- 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: (Babu Sur^ndra Nath Ray): I can 

only give you two minutes. 

Mr. H. A. STARK: T shall not take up much of the time of the 
Council; it is seldom that I speak. I entered ui>on this point because 
this has been referred to by Rai Dr. ITaridhan Dutt Bahadur. The time 
of purchase was fixed at five years; the purchasers have not been able 
to find the money, and the result is that after two years of waiting, 
these negotiations have fallen through, and the Free School is in the 
same position as it was before they entered into them; however anxious 
they may he to make money that does not help them in their present 
emergency, and that is why this grant has been asked for. I do not 
know r whether it is generally known that the Free School was established 
near upon 190 years ago and during this period it has existed on the 
generous public and the help of the Government. At present there are 
nearly 500 children on its rolls, almost all of them orphans or children 
of parents who have no means. I would urge giving this grant on a 
materialistic ground, that it is really a saving of the public purse to 
maintain schools for these classes which, if left uncared for in child- 
hood and youth, must later on fill our police courts, our reformatories 
and jails. Not long ago within the hearing of these walls, a member 
of this Council said, “ fill your schools, and empty your jails.” He 
was acclaimed and rightly so. The refusal or reduction of the grant 
for the Free School not only is false economy, hut also short-sighted 
policy. Close our charity schools, and in the course of a short time our 
streets will have on them waifs and strays, beggars and ruffians, who 
will be not only a menace to the public hut also a wastage of human 
potentiality to the State. Here it seems to me is an instance in which 
action is prompted by the inability of one section of citizens to inter- 
pret and estimate the needs of another section. Charily schools are 
the outcome of European social conditions. Where the joint family 
system prevails they are not necessary, and yet with the march of time 
and the slow but increasing relaxation of domestic obligations in 
Indian society, occasionally we do find Hindus and Muhammadans 
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establishing charity schools for the deaf and dumb, the blind and the 
orphans. There can be but little doubt that the trend of evejits is in 
the direction of opening an ever increasing number of these charitable 
institutions, and the time is coming when my Indian fellow-countrymen 
will enter more sympathetically into the sentiments in resjxmse to 
which Europeans and Anglo-Indians maintain so many orphanages. 1 
would only ask this Council to anticipate that time and even hen* to- 
day to look sympathetically upon those institutions which art* indis- 
pensable in European society as it is now oiganised It is well known 
that the European community subscribe liberally to Indian charitable 
institutions, be they the Ram Krishna Mission or a Muhammadan 
Orphanage or a Hi^du Home; and lieu* 1 wish to say how it lias pained 
me to set* that the two schools that arc threatened with a retrenchment 
of grants, aie both of them* chant y schools. Striking at the poor and 
needy, the destitute and the orphan is a characteristic so foreign to t lie 
lndian*mind indeed so repugnant to Hinduism and Muhammadanism, 
that I cannot believe my fellow Councillors will fail to repudiate it. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You have exceeded your limit. 

Mr. H. A. STARK: dust one minute more; 1 do not eare to sit down 
without finishing my argument 

Tlte reductions proposed do not seem to be based on any subtle cal- 
culation, upon any examination of facts - meieh a slash of tin* pruning 
knife recklessly administered Reduce the grants, nc\cr mind what the 
results may be. 

I have spent the gieater part of my life in teaching and working for 
the children of the Indian communities; is it too much tor me to ex}>ect 
that you w r ill deal kindly with the oi plums and tin* destitute children 
of my community ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I have nothing to add to 
what has already been said. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I have fMM'mission to 
offer a personal explanation? * 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT S Yes, you may offer only a jwrsonal 
explanation. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur My remarks have been taken 
as having been actuated by some feeling against the Anglo-Indian com- 
munity. 1 can assure my friend that nothing was farther from my mind. 
What I have said has nothing to do with this or any other community; 
it refers to my community as well. 

The motion of Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur was then put and 

lost. 


29 
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The motion of Shah Sved Emdadul Haq was, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

The following motions were deemed to be withdrawn as the members 
were absent: — 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for 
lbs. GO, 000 under head ‘ 31. — Education (Reserved) — Scheme 2,’ be 
refused.” 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: “ That the demand for Rs. 00,000 
under head ‘31. — Education (Reseived) — Scheme 2’ for additional 
grants to St. Andrew's Colonial Homes, Kainnpong, Mb reduced to 
Rs. 30,000.” 

The following motions were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: “That the' demand of 
Rs. 00,000 under head ‘31. — Education (Reseived) — Scheme 2’ tor 
additional grant to St. Andiew 's Colonial Homes, Kalunpong, be reduced 
by Rs. 30,000.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs 00,000 
under head ‘ 31. — Education (Reserved) — Scheme 2* be leduced by 
Rs. 40,000 ” 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ 31 Education (Resei\ed) ’ be red used." 

o 

r rhe original demand that a sum of Rs. 80,000 be granted lor expendi- 
ture under head ” 31. — Education (Reserved) ” was then put and agreed 
to. 


31 .— Education (Transferred). 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 move that a sum of Rs. 8,47,643, 
be granted for exjHMiditure under head " 31. — Education (Transferred).”* 
Members will find statements in the ” Remarks ” columns of the 
supplementary estimates which will explain the various demands. It 
is not, however, jHissible in these statements to present a compre- 
hensive picture of the ideas underlying these statements, and I propose 
to explain, in a few words, some of the moie important demands. The 
most imjKirtaut demand with which the House w r ill have to deal is the 
question of primary education. Members will find provisions made in 
Schemes Nos, 21, 22, 23 and 24. There is no doubt that the problem is 
one of great magnitude. The magnitude of the problem, however. 
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should not deter either the Government or the public from tackling it in 
all seriousness. True democratic self-gox eminent will not be possible in 
this country so lenig us we do not make up our mind to solve this prob- 
lem. However difficult the problem max seem to those who have not 
considered it carefully, 1 venture to assert that the problem is not so diffi- 
cult of solution as main are apt to imagine The last re|>ort of the 
Director of Public Instruction will tell the membeis of the House that 
already 1,340,000 children are now m school Ae’coidmg to the last 
census rejKirt, if exerv ln>y of sedmol-geung age* xxe*re* m school, the total 
number would be about 2,535,000. So. more than half the problem has 
already been solved. In older to gne* some sort of education for the 
1 ,$40,000 and odd^mpils in tin* primary stages of educat ion, the provine*e 
s{>ent about Rs 43,27,579 in the xear 1920-21, out of which provincial 
revenues contributed Rs. l1,3(>,37(>, local funds Rs 0,42,308, municipal 
fumD Rs. 84,099, fees Rs. IS. 11,108, endowments Rs 1.497, suhscrip- 
tions and other sources Rs 3,18,041. Resides these sums, the Govern- 
ment spends directly Rs. 3,08,000. part lx m its ( npaeutx as zammdar and 
partly m non -boa id areas. * 

The House will jH'ihaps remember that a scheme for the improvement 
of primary education foi the town of t’alcutta is an accomplished lari, 
an accomplished tail m the sense that the mone\ is there, hut, unfor- 
tunately, the fruition remains I ha\r no doubt that in the near future 
our City h others will tackle the piohlrm with then usual energy an<I 
very soon ever\ boy of this town will iecci\e free and eemipulson educa- 
tion. r Ihe monex is the*re*; but thanks to the energies of my friend 
Rabu Surendia Natli Mallik, witlnn the short time that he has taken 
oxer charge of his office, he has alieady started^a number of these* 
schools (A voice: “ What about the* ( 'ommissioncrs ?” ) . I eh) not ignore 
the (’ommissioneTs, I haxe no epiarre*l with them Let the* (’immiiH- 
sieiners show fjieir inte*rest m the* matte*r l>\ ae tuallx parting fhe*se 
schools. I knoxx that ihe* ('haiiman cannot elo it without the* Mip|>ort 
of the Gommissioners Flowexer, that is b\ the way Now, Sir, with 
the leave of the* House, 1 desire* te> say a fe w wends m connection with 
primary eelueat ieni , and I max assure* the* House* that with regard to 
most of the* e>the*r matters 1 *3iajl met detain tlie* House. As regards 
primary education, 1 have* alrcaely told the House* that we should ne>t bo 
deterred by the magnitude* of the** problem. Ihe jH>pulation of our 
provine*e is about the* same as that e>f Gre*af Riifain; but m England and 
Wales, schools we*re praetieallx made fr^*e* sinee* 1892, that is to say, it 
teiok them more than 22 years to make* theur schools free*, and it took 
them more than 25 years to tackle* the* problem effectively so far as the 
question of compulsion was eonccrneel, bee ause* even in 1895, only about 
80 i*»r cent, of the boys in England and Wales were* in school. We have 
already started with mote than 50 iK*r cent., and if we seriously try 
to solve this problem, xvith the elesire* of our masses for education and 
the keenness of Bengal to provide for education, and with co-oi>eration 
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between Government and the local bodies and the people, the problem 
of primary education, 1 say, will be solved much sooner than many of 
us are af>t to imagine. I do not for a moment minimise the difficulties 
and the magnitude of the task before us; but we have the experience 
and example of Great Britain and other countries which have solved the 
problem, and, guided bvMhe exp*rience of these countries and with the 
patriotism of our people, I am sure the pi o Idem will be solved much 
soonei than it took the pioneer countries to solve it. 

Members of the House are aware that a Sjiecial Officer was appointed 
to report on the (piestion of primary education. The repirt of that 
Special Officer which was received last year was widely circulated both 
in English and Bengali ; it was supplied to even member of this 
Oouncil and to man\ repiesentat ive bodies and associations and to ef’crv 
local body in the piovmee. 1 have been rsked more than once as to 
whether this scheme is an accepted scheme or not; and I have said that 
it is neithei an accepted scheme nor a rejected scheme. It is a pro- 
visional scheme, a useful scheme which will sene as a basis of discussion 
between the different local bodies and the Go\ eminent officials; but so 
long as the local bodies accept some of the conditions which I desire to 
lay down, any deviation from that scheme will be acceptable to me. T 
ha\e been told that Mr. Hiss’s scheme is expulsive. 1 need not go into 
that maftet, but if an\ public association oi 1 <m al body puts forward 
any acceptable scheme that is less expensive, 1 shall welcome its help 
and eo-opuat ion in tin* matter. But, Sir, 1 am mu i \ to say that although 
Mr. Biss’s rejKirt was widelx circulated and although we asked for 
public opinion, the response up to now has been xery disappointing. 

1 make this remark in no carping spirit, but I sax this rather to rouse 
the conscience of the nation against its apathy m tin* past. (If the 
prommenl public men consulted, my esteemed friend, Raja llrislnkesh 
Law* and souse other public men wen* the only few who favoured me 
with constructive suggestions. Of the public associations, the British 
Indian Association was, perhaps, the only well-known association which 
favoured me with its news. Definite schemes ha\e been prepared in 
consultation with even munieipalitv of the pro m nee and with more 
than !^04 union hoards. Although 1 have heard general criticisms about 
the expulsive nature of the scheme, 1 have vet to receive a constructive 
alternative scheme. It will, 1 think, relieve the situation if 1 again tell 
hon’hle members that 1 have not accepted Mr. Biss’s scheme yet; but 
] would like the local bodies to send to mv department schemes of a 
less expensi\e nature which they want to place Indore us. I, however, 
desire to lay down certain conditions. The conditions are five iu number 
and are as follows : — 

The pax men t of living wages to teachers. I have no objection 
to varying these wages for different localities. Indeed, it is 
just and proper that wages should vary iu different localities 
as local conditions differ. 
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This is the most important condition. The local public or the 
local body, as the case may he, must find half the # expcndi- 
ture. In the earl\ period of last year an impression #ot 
abroad that Government were not prepared to sanction anv 
scheme unless the scheme provided for free education. This 
impression is not collect. It is undoubtedly true that Gov- 
ernment would #ive every preference to a scheme which 
attempts to make primary education free. Hut as our first 
problem is to break illiteracy and as a considerable amount 
is realised from fees, 1 .shall be quite prepared to consider 
schemes which piopo.se to charge fees from, say, half the 
iiuinber*of pupils. The half contribution of the local public 
or the local bod\ , as tin* case ma\ be. ma\ be found m tees, 
endowments, taxations, contributions from local bodies or 
any other dependable source of contribution. The Govern- 
ment share of contribution will he half of tin* total exixmdi- 
ture. As Government will contribute half the total 

expenditure, the\ will reserxe to themselves the ri#ht of 
insisting on half the number of boys hem# taught free, but 
as between two liva! schemes in one of which the haul 
bodies are prepared to make primary education free and the 
otliei not so, e\ery preference will he #i\en to tin* party 
whose desire is to make piimars education fret*. 

Schools must he located in sanitan and well-ventilated 
stiuctuics A w mn# impression has #ol abroad that we 
insist on pucru structures. Nothin# of the kind. This 
demand of Its l,f)f>, 1)1)0 is tor 100 union boards A union 
board has an area oi about S to 10 square miles and there are 
often about b to 10 schools in each. Roughly *pcakm#, the 
uvor.igc cost ot ( iovei iiinent shaie will 1 m* perhaps somethin# 
between Rs. d()() to Rs. 400 only for cut h school house* and only 
a kutrhfi stnicturc is possible with this money. Rut I must 
howevei insist on the structures bein# sanitary and wcll- 
ventilated, hut if a particular local body or a municipality 
desires to erect a school house in a locality where tin* site is 
ex]M*nsive and want to have a pucca structure on such a site, 
I shall welcome a jntcca structure. Further, even in plac es 
w'here the site* is not very exjiensive, a purra structure on 
comparatively inex]K*nsive lines is often more economical in 
the Ion# run than a kutrha struc ture. Then, a#uin, a pucca 
structure has the* advanta#e of lM*in# financed from loans 
and, therefore, it will Ik* easier both for the local body and 
the Government to find the money. I shall leave it to the 
local bodies to decide in the* first place, what sort of structure 
they like to have. 
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(d) The proper distribution of schools. We cannot afford to have 

schools very near each other, nor is it desirable to have them 
' at a great distance from each other,. as we are dealing with 
little boys. 

(e) The concentration of children so far. as possible. 

Subject to these five conditions, 1 am prepared to consider any scheme. 

Instead of detaining the House with regard to various other matters, 
I shall just draw the attention of the House to the observations in the 
“ Remarks ” column with regard to our schemes for girls’ education, 
Muhammadan education, expansion of education amongst backward 
classes, improvement of physical education, including improvement of 
health, ideas of discipline and duly amongst students, 1 expansion of non- 
Government mufassal colleges, especially on, the science side, provision 
for education among children with criminal tendencies under the Bengal 
Children Act, and last, but by no means t ho least, the grant .to the 
Calculta University. 

1 know that this is a question in which every member of the House 
is keenly interested, and I trust that the critics' of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, after they have listened to my observations, will lie satisfied and 
will agree to pass the grant foi Rs. 2,r>0,000, which, under the present 
condition of the University, is not jierhaps enough. I hope that they 
will agree to pass the grant without any acrimonious remarks and 
without a division. There is no doubt that tin* Calcutta University is 
urgently in need of funds; without funds it is likely to collapse. The 
Calcutta University has brought to tin* notice of the Government that 
there is an estimated deficit for the year 1921-22, amounting to 
Rs. f>,;W,()0(). It is imperative, therefore, to give a substantial grant, 
and that at one<Mo the Calcutta University, so that this great institu- 
tion may be saved from rum. Tins House will remember that in August 
last year a resolution was passed, m spite of my opposition and advice, 
in which the House demanded that a committee should be appointed to 
examine the affairs and, es]x*cially, the financial affairs of the Calcutta 
University. (Hear, hear.) 1 promised at the time of that debate to 
deal with the subject-matter of that resolution after I had the views of 
the Calcutta University before me. I have not deviated from that 
promise and will not deviate from it. The reason for the delay, however, 
requires a word of explanation. In my budget speech in March last, I 
told the Council that 1 exacted to deal with the matter at an early date. 
Soon after that — I believe the speech was delivered on 1st March — on 
the 12th March the Syndicate held a meeting to decide upon their line 
of action with regard to the resolution of this Council. Since then, they 
have appointed a committee of the Senate to deal with the matter, On 
the 27th of June last, the Registrar informed the Government that the 
report of the committee was exacted to be placed before the Senate at 
a very early date. I understand that since then, on Saturday last, the 
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committee had finished its re]K>rt and that the Senate would soon de # al 
with the matter. r l he University has also informed the Government that 
it is willing to place financial information before Government. 1 submit, 
Sir, that this last mentioned point completely changes the aspect of the 
case (Hear, hear.) \\ hen the University is willing to place all its finan- 
cial affairs before tin 1 Government, the House will have an op]fc>rt unity 
of dealing with the question on its own merits. This decision of the 
University to place* its financial affairs before the Government was first 
arrived at by the Syndicate and has subsequently been confirmed by the 
Senate. Further, there is another very imjKirtant aspect of the question, 
to which I desire to draw' the attention of the House, namely, the audit- 
ing of the accounts of the Univeisity. The auditing of the accounts 
up to June, 1921, is, I am told, almost ready for submission before 
Government. I further umlerstand that tin* audit officers pro|>ose to 
make certain suggestions about the current year’s accounts as well. 
It. is with the curient year’s accounts that we are more concerned than 
with the past year's. A\ e weie all agreed, when this question was 
debated twice or thrift* in this House — those who art* critics of the 
University, those who are its fiiends, and those who wumt to hold the 
balance even — all the parties were agreed that, we must save the 
University; the difference being only with regard to tin* method. 
Now, first of all, the University has promised the information 
W'e want; and m the next few da\ s. 1 shall have mipoitant informa- 
tion from the officers of the Government Therefore, I would 
appeal to the House, since thc\ have waited so long, to wait a little 
more. 1 would appeal to the House to pass flu* grant ; it. is urgent and 
imperative that tins giant should be passed. (Hear, hear.) If you 
do not pass the grant, \ ou will be inclining a very serious resfKmsi- 
bility indeed! Then the House will have to hear the resjxjnsibility of 
being charged In ]>os1erit\ of killing high education in the province. 
I am sure thaf the hettei mind ol the House will l<x)k *at both sides 
of the question and that the House will appreciate that if we want to 
improve the condition of the patient, we must allow* him to live; wo 
must not kill the patient by starvation. Starvation is staring the 
Calcutta University m the face, and unless you make this grant imme- 
diately to-day, the consequences wdll be very serious. 

One word more and J have done. I have rejx*ated more than once 
w r kat my attitude in this matter is, and 1 once more assure the House — 
if assurance were needed — that when the views of the Univeisity and 
the audit report and notes are before nfe, T shall stand by every w r ord 
that I have uttered in this House in the various debates that have taken 
place in this connection. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: T move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,50,000 under head “ 31 . — Education (Transferred),” for the Cal- 
cutta University, be refused. 
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I have heard very carefully the speech of the Hon’ble Minister on 
this point, and we are assured that the Calcutta University is now 
willing to submit its accounts to Government.. I must draw the atten- 
tion of the members of the Council first to the resolution which this Coun- 
cil passed on the 30th of August last. The resolution is as follows: — 
“ This Council recommends to Government that with a view to deter- 
mine what financial assistance, if any, should be given to the Calcutta 
University, a committee consisting of such and such persons be appointed 
to inquire into and rei>ort on the general working of the University, 
in particular, its financial administration, etc., and recommend such 
urgent measures or reforms as may l>e necessary.” Six months after 
that on the 1st March, 1922, the Hon’ble Minister announced that he 
had writ t?ii to the Calcutta University that they would have to submit 
their rei>ort by the 7th of that month. What hapjiened since then we 
do not know. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: I have already explained the 
matter. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: In the same si>eech the 
Hon’ble Minister made the following statement — 

The University should not hn\e spent the provision which has accumulated 
during so man} years in one single youi, and thus hi ought the picmier Univer- 
sity to the verge of bankruptcy. 

He also added — 

We, the members of this Council, should all join in trying to improve the 
Calcutta University \mtu A. tin word “ imjnuvv ”] and place the institution on 
the same high pedestal which it occupied m the past 

1 his shows that the Calcutta University had swerved from the high 
place it once occupied. Then he went on to say — 

As regards purely academic matters, this House ought not to have any say, 
but us regards matters which touch the public, intimately — matters like the 
financial administration — I submit, with the utmost confidence of the House 
that this House has a right, and it would be failing m its duty if it did not assert 
that right. 

1 lay great stress on the las! few T words of the Hon’ble Minister and 
I say that 1 want to assert that right now. On the face of all these 
statements and charges of maladministration brought against the 
Calcutta University by the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Education, and also various other charges brought against it by 
several members of the Council, and in view of the fact that it has 
wasted 5$ lakhs of rupees, shall we, as reasonable members of the 
Council, be justified in voting this demand without an inquiry into the 
reasonableness of this demand? I ask the Council in all seriousness to 
refuse the demand unless effect is given to the resolution which we have 
passed. That resolution relates to a transferred department, but when- 
ever we ask the Minister to do this thing or that, he opens out his 
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palms and asks for money, but this resolution has nothin# to do with 
money; it is simply a matter for appointing a committee which the 
Hon’ble Minister himself thinks that we are justified in demanding. 
The Hon’ble Minister has also said that if the Calcutta University takes 
up an attitude of antagonism to this House, it will alienate its 
sympathy with its financial embarrassments, and will justify the House 
in not coming forward with money to help it. This is the vie^v 
which I have all along held in regard to this matter. The attitude 
of the Calcutta University is still antagonistic to this House. It has 
abused the mem tiers of this Council in a manner unworthy of 
such an academic body. The University has refused to submit any 
account or any infyi illation about its finances to this Council The 
University goes further than this; they have dared to take the Gov- 
ernment to task by saying that the Government should not have 

placed on the Council table an audited rejiort of the Univeisitv. 'flu* 
University’s attitude is also antagonistic as apjiears from the fact that 
they made an attempt to pass a vote of censure against the Minister for 
Education in Bengal. In the face of all these things, I ask whether it 
it will lie projier for us to give our assent to the demand which has 
lieen made by the Hon’ble Minister. 

I would only say a few words more- to my friends here and it is 

this. We wanted to inquire as to what financial assistance should lie 

given to the University, but we have been given no information at all; 
so how can we pass the demand of the Ilon’blo Minister made just, now Y 
We refused to pass the jsdice grant because sufficient materials were 
not placed before us, but here are sufficient materials in our hands 
against the University. • 

In these circumstances, I ask the Council to refuse this demand. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : We are very glad to hear 
that University authorities are now willing to submit the accounts to 
show the real state of things. It is not our wish that the University 
should cease to exist. Why Rs. b lakhs — I have no objection to give 
to the University even Rs. 10 lakhs. I would resj>eetfully ask the 
Hon’ble Minister if a month’s* delay would be any great obstacle 
to the affairs of the University going on smoothly. In that ease we 
may wait. Fn the August session we may see what amount is really 
needed and we should then grant accordingly as the necessity arises. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I agreT in opj*>sing this demand for a 
grant of Rs. 2A lakhs to the Calcutta University, but my reasons 
are different from those urged by the previous speakers. I projwse to 
rest my case solely on the point of view of the Muhammadan commu- 
nity, particularly because I have noticed a tendency of late in those 
who wield authority to ignore the Muhammadan community altogether 
In opposing this grant, I wish to guard against being misunderstood. 
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however much I oppose this demand, I do not put myself in opposition 
to the Minister in charge, and although what I say may be taken as a 
vote of 'censure on the Calcutta University, I mean no such vote on the 
Minister in charge. The Calcutta University was founded in the year 
1857, and I think I can say, without any fear of contradiction, that 
ever since its inception it has systematically ignored Muhammadan 
interests. It begun with two Muhammadan members on the Senate 
and the Council would be surprised that till the year 1904, when the 
University Act was passed, the Muhammadan representation on the 
Senate of the Calcutta University never exceeded 5 j>er cent. When 
the University was founded, the University buildings and also all other 
institutions connected with the University were located in parts of 
the city far remote from the Muhammadan quarters, with the result that 
the Muhammadan community were almosWuit oft* from the ennobling 
influences of modern University life. The University Senate, as 1 have 
already submitted, had a particularly low representation of Muham- 
madans. There was then no election. The nomination was made by 
Government on the recommendation of the University and although 
Muhammadan education made rapid strides, the University never thought 
fit to include on the list of Fellows, even Muhammadans of undoubted 
merit and ability who might not only had been able to bettor repre- 
sent the views of their own community in the University, but would 
certainly have added to the weight, dignity and, 1 may say, to the 
success of the deliberations of the Univeisity as an educational institu- 
tion. That was with reference to membership of the Senate. Coming 
to the Syndicate, the Executive Committee of the University, it is 
surprising that sometimes there was a solitary Muhammadan member, 
but more often than not Muhammadan mem tiers were absent in the 
Syndicate altogether. In the Senate, the representation was ridicul- 
ously low and in the Syndicate there was often no representation what- 
soever, and 'the Council would be surprised to hear that up to now 
there has not Wen a single Muhammadan Vice-Chancellor of the Cal- 
cutta University. Does anybody say that since the enactment of the 
statute establishing the Calcutta University, there has not been one 
single Muhammadan fit to hold the jxist of Vice-Chancellor? Muham- 
madans have figured as Judges of the 'High Court, Muhammadans have 
held the jxist of Chief Justice of a High Court. A Muhammadan has 
Wen the first Indian Member on the Privy Council and yet this is the 
justice of the Calcutta University that the Muhammadan community had 
so far been ignored that not h single Muhammadan has been thought 
fit to hold the post of the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University. 

Mr. BIJAYPR08AD SINGH ROY; May I rise to a point of order? 
Can the member refer to these things? 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I am opposing this demand for grant 
and I want to show that the Calcutta University is deserving of the 
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severest condemnation at the hands of the Muhammadan community. 
There is no question of “order.” 

Mr, AJOY CHUNDER DUTTl Does the Calcutta University appoint 
the Vice-Chancellor, or does the Government do so? 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: The Calcutta University has got 
a very great hand m the npjsuntment of the Vice-Chanc ellor. We know 
how these things happen. 1 say this deliberately, and 1 hope that my 
remarks will be placed before 11 is Excellenc y the Governor and also the 
Viceroy. There is jilways something underhand about these things. 

Now, Sir, I will }R>int out one or two instances m which Muham- 
madan interests ha\e been deliberately ignored. You have a splendid 
building where the CniveisiU Law College students live but, 
pray, tell me, why is there not a single seat for Muhammadans in the 
building? I do not grudge my Hindu fellow brethieii having a 
splendid institution for the students of their communiU, but 1 think 
the Muhammadans have got an ecjual right and claim on the resources 
and funds of the University. We represented this fact to the Univer- 
sity but it was all in vain. In 1914, I moved a resolution in the 
Bengal Legislative Council which was tarchh accepted b\ the* then 
Director ot Public* Instruc tion and the result was that \\v had a hostel 
for Muhammadan Law students at No. College Square. If was 
nothing but a dirty hovel where no resectable gentlemen could live 
and what has the Calcutta University done* after having nursed it like* 
a step-mother? It has abolished the hostel altogether. What was the 
fate of t he Muhammadan Law students? They had to shift elsewhere 
and were scattered all over Calcutta. This, Sir, is the state of affairs 
so far as the Muhammadan hostel under the Calcutta University is 
concerned. 

I now come to the question of the Ramzan incident and I shall Ik* 
as brief as possible. From the statement published by the* Calcutta 
University itself, it is apparent that the University authorities knew 
in January that the Ramzan would fall during the jsuiod which has 
been fixed for the University examinations. The University did nothing 
to prevent the University examinations from being held in the* month 
of Ramzan and when we took objection it ^anu* out with a tardy explan- 
ation that the examination should not be further jiost polled •!» 
reason of the fact that the non-co-operators had induced certain 
students to abstain themselves from attending the colleges and, there- 
fore, it was necessary to finish the examinations liefore the sessions 
began. I ask any one who is going to stand up in his defence of the 
University, what prevented the University in January from fixing the 
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dates earlier? What prevented the University from holding examina- 
tions according as we suggested, keeping the Ramzan days afar and 
setting apart only those subjects which w ? ere not of very much import- 
ance. The University turned a deaf ear to our representation and all 
that it did was to hold a supplementary examination for those Muham- 
madan students who did not appear during the ordinary examinations 
of the University. Now, Sir, recently a certain statement has been 
published by the University to show that our objection was groundless 
and that the Muhammadans themselves were not very particular about the 
examination being held in the Ramzan days. The statistics published 
show that the mufassal students did not take advantage of the supple- 
mentary examination, but the Calcutta students, pn etically all of whom 
refused to sit tor the examination in the Ramzan sat for the supple- 
mentary examination. The moral the University seeks to draw is this, 
that the majority did not a\ail themselves of the privileges granted by 
the University. I say that the conclusion to be drawn is quite the 
contrary. It shows that the mufassal students w T ere at the last 
moment told not to apl>ear in the University examination but to keep 
themselves back for the supplementary examination and for that pur- 
pose they would have to come to Calcutta. Coming to Calcutta would 
have been a great strain on them and so the\ accepted the inevitable 
and sat for the examination during the Ramzan days, but Calcutta 
Muhammadan students one and all held themselves aloof and did not 
sit for the ordinary examination, but sat for the supplementary exam- 
ination. I say, therefore, that the Calcutta University acted quite 
injudiciously and without any regard for the feelings of the Muham- 
madan students in proceeding to hold the examination during the 
Ramzan days. 

Then, Sir, the latest injustice done to Muhammadans is the intro- 
duction of the vernacular as the medium of examination. The Univer- 
sity has decided that the medium of instruction shall be Bengali. Now, 
Sir, those who know and those who do not but ought to know must 
equally Ik* aware that the position of the Muhammadans in Bengal is 
somewhat anomalous. The Muhammadans of Bengal talk Bengali 
l>eeause they live in this country, hutjn 90 ]>er ceut. of the cases, Mu- 
hammadans do not read Bengali as a literature for reasons which 1 need 
not discuss at the present moment. Bengali to them as a literature is 
quite as foreign as that of any other foreign language in the Univer- 
sity. (Cries of: “ No, no."), I know what T say and I challenge any- 
body to contradict me. Now, Sir, whatever that may be the Univer- 
sity has decided to make Bengali the medium of instruction. The 
University authorities ignored the Muhammadans. None are so blind 
as those who will not see. None are so deaf as those who will not 
hear. The University authorities will not see and will not hear. I 
can multiply my charge, but I find I have got very little time. These 
are some of our grievances against the Calcutta University. 
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Then, there is the University Law College hut there is not a singfe 
Bengali Muhammadan Professor there. Is there not a single Muham- 
madan fit to lecture even on Muhammadan Law? • 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKH ARES WAR RAY: Is not Mr Khoda Bus a 
Muhammadan ? 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 said a Bengali Muhammaday. . 
Mr. Khoda Bux is not a Bengali Muhammadan. He is a persona (/rata 
with the University and may hold 500 ]K>sts, hut that does not do away 
with that point. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: What about l)r A. Suhia- 
wardy ? # 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL* HAQ: He is not a Professor of the Law 
College. 

a 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu 8urendra Nath Ray): Order, 
order. The hon’ble member is entitled to Ik* heard in silence. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: The result of these interruptions is 
that 1 lose the thread of my arguments. 

Mr. 8. N. MALLIK: Why do you take notice of them v 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 think 1 have said enough. I say 
that the Calcutta CmversiU deliberately ignores tin* interests of the 
Muhammadan community. They have been doing it ever since its 
inception in LS57, and unless things are mended and mended in such 
a way that the present men in chaige are no longer theie, the mteiests 
of the Muhammadan community will continue to be ignored. 1 would 
have given more instances if I had the time, but this is the considered 
view of the entfre Muhammadan community. Let the Government con- 
tinue to ignore our claims, but we will warn them that retribution will 
come sooner or later, and although out of personal regard to the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of Education, the Muhammadan members will not 
object to the grant, they may, in the near future, demand to have a 
University of their own and not liave any connection with the Calcutta 
University which has always ignored their claims. * I f this is not 
enough, I do not know what is. 

The following motion was deemed to l>e withdrawn as the member 
was absent : — 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : “ That the demand of Rs. 2,50*000 
under head ‘ 3L — Education (Transferred),’ for grant to the Calcutta 
University, be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000.” 
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Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,50,000 under head “ 31. — Education (Transferred)/’ for a grant 
to the Calcutta University, be reduced by Rs. 10,000. 

I first thought of supporting the resolution of Babu Rishindra Nath 
Rarkar and withdrawing mine, but the threatened disaster to the Cal- 
cutta University and the fear of its total destruction have been raised 
as a bogey in this Council to-day and in the Press outside, and I feel 
that it would be better for me to move a constitutional amendment of 
the reduction of a nominal sum, in order to find out once for all what 
the position of the Council is in connection with the Calcutta Uni- 
versity and its affairs. I have heard with great (patience the speech 
delivered by the Hon’ble Minister for Education to-day and I will not 
trouble him with that question of the acceptance of the resolution that 
was adopted in this Council nearly a year ago. He has ap]>ealed to 
us that if we have agreed to wait so long, let us agree to wait some 
weeks more. Now that the University has been kind and gracious 
enough, nay condescending enough, to agree to submit its accounts 
and finances, let us wait and see if they are condescending enough to 
agree to the proposal of a committee to look into their financial affairs. 
Till then, we shall wait; but in return, I shall request the Hon’ble 
Minister to wait for this sum of 11s. 10,000 till the August sessions; 
1 am sure that the want of Rs. 10.000 will not absolutely destroy the 
University during this month. Ho we vim, 1 must justify myself in 
asking to reduce the grant by 11s. 10,000. I shall not raise the ques- 
tion of a committee, but there are some other points that have been 
raised which require some explanation. During the last few weeks 
in the columns of a certain English paper, a certain gentleman, who 
is evidently supposed to represent India, has been pleased to focus his 
thoughts ore the affairs of the Calcutta University -and some other 
papers have also taken their cue. The whole burden of their song 
seems to be that the Government of India and not the Calcutta 
University must be held responsible for the exjmnsion of the Post-graduate 
Department ; that the whole thing was done with the sanction of the 
Government of India and, as such, the Government are responsible for 
those finances — for the finances of the Post-graduate Department. 
This is an admirable argument and I should like to ask the Hon’ble 
Minister a question or two in this connection. Did the Calcutta 
University expand its post-graduate courses with the full knowledge that 
their ordinary income would not be able to meet their expenses or did 
they depend upon some other sources? Did it represent to the Gov- 
ernment of India that the money for expansion could not be met with- 
out the help of Government and, if so, did the Government of India 
promise them help? If the answer to this question is in the affirma- 
tive, I would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister to go up to the Govern- 
ment of India and ask them to keep their promise to the Calcutta 
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University. This Council has i!ot taken any responsibility for mak- 
ing up the deficit of a body, whose financial transactions, in the words 
of the Hon’ble Minister himself, have been deplorable. 

Now, Sir, to come to the reasons that have been given for this 
heavy deficit. Among the reasons that have been mentioned here we 
find that the non-co-operation movement is one. 1 hope, the Hon' hie 
Minister has not forgotten the speech that he delivered in March last. 
He challenged Professor S. C. Mukherji to show whether an\bod\ has 
really made inquiries and come to the definite conclusion that the 
deficit was really due to these causes. 1 shall quote some of these. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 admit 1 remeinl>er it fully and 
so in order to save time my hon’ble friend need not mention it. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN'DUTTA: Very well; 1 am glad that the 
Hon’ble Minister remembers that he questioned if the non-co-o|>eru- 
tion movement was responsible for the deficit of the pre\ious year. 
There may have been other causes for causing this deficiency —it seems 
that the deficiency is more due to the expansion of some of the Post- 
graduate Department rather than the causes mentioned in this demand 
for this grant. However, it is very difficult to dogmatise about the 
causes, without a full and detailed inquiry. 

As a protest against that want of inquiry, as a protest against 
sufficient informtion about ihe causes of this particular deficiency, I 
think that this Council has every right to reduce this grant b\ Rs. 10,000. 
This small reduction will not ham|>or the work - will not destroy t ho 
University, but at the same time will add to the prestige of the 
Council and will also give the authorities an op|>oi4unity of explaining 
matters fully in the Council. 

T desire, as every educated Indian desires, in spite of what 
Maulvi Fazl-ul ffaq has been pleased to say, we desire that Ihe Calc utta 
University should expand. I am sorry that Maulvi Fazl-ul Hitq has been 
pleased to bring up a Hindu- Muhammadan question in con need ion with 
this great seat of learning. I protest against his statements. We do 
not desire that our Muhammadan friends should secede from the 
University. We want them to edme — we want them to make a happy 
family within the Calcutta University, and I am sure the interests of 
Muhammadans have not been and can never Ik* ignored. 

The affairs of the Calcutta University have been managed lately in 
such a way as to have drawn vigorous criticisms from some of the 
responsible journals of Calcutta. We do not want that the Calcutta Uni- 
versity should give any furthei loophole for further criticisms. This 
is not the occasion to go into a detailed criticism of the affairs of the 
Univ^-sity, hut I want that the Calcutta* University should reform 
those departments which need reform. There should a healthy co- 
operation between the University and this Council because this Council 
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is just as much responsible for devolepment of the University, as is 
the University itself. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: There is no doubt that Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Haq has voiced the sentiments of the Muhammadan com- 
munity regarding the Calcutta University. I admit that there is a great 
deal of force in what he has said, but assuming all his charges to be true’ 
1" do not think that the Muhammadans, who. held aloft the torch of 
light and learning in Europe and in Asia — in the University of Cordova, 
of Granada, and of Bagdad — should take the lead in strangling, if 
not altogether in killing, the largest, the oldest and the most 
renowned seat of learning in the country — the premier University of 
India. I agree with the Hon’ble Minister for Education that if the 
University of Calcutta is suffering from a dangerous malady, the treat- 
ment is not starvation, and I add that the treatment is neither decapi- 
tation nor strangulation. If you are dissatisfied with the progress of 
the patient, change tne diet, change the prescription, change the treat- 
ment, and change the doctor if you like, chapge even the system of 
medicine if you please It the pungent allopathy of autocracy is dis- 
tasteful to you, substitute for it the tasteless homcropathv of democracy. 

I understand that an amendment of the Calcutta University Act 
is under contemplation and that democrat isation of the Calcutta Uni- 
versity will be the one of its chief features. When this takes place, 
I hojH* to see our friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. a full-fledged Fellow 
of the Calcutta University and have the pleasure of hearing his harangues 
in the Senate even as we hear his in spiting speeches here. I trust the 
complaint regarding there not being a Moslem Vice-Chancellor will 
also disap]x*nr at ar. v early date and Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq, for ought we 
know, might be the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University if he 
will only allow it to live. 

Regarding the question of abolition of the Hostel at No. 2, 
Mirzapore Street, near College Square, for the Muhammadan 
students of the Law College, 1 wish to inform the House that as 
a member of the Students’ Residence Committee of the Calcutta 
University, I know that accommodation has been provided for the 
Muhammadan Law students in tht Carmichael Hostel, and the 
late Superintendent of the Law College Hostel at Mirzapore Street has 
been installed as the Superintendent of the Carmichael Hostel. There- 
fore, the Muhammadan Law students have not been sent adrift all over 
the city as mentioned by Mivilvi Fazl-ul Haq. It was on account of 
financial stringenev that the Muhammadan Law College Hostel had to be 
temporarily closed down, and I do not think it was a bad business pro- 
position, if room could be found for them elsewher^. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: The Carmichael Hostel is a long 
way off from the Law College. 
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©*• H ASSAM SUHRAWARDY: It is only five minute*’ walk from 
ili6 old Law College Hostel. I have personally inspected the place* 

I do not say, I agree to the hostel being abolished, it is • only a 
temporary expediency. 

With regard to the Ramzan question, I may inform the House that 
agree with Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul ITaq that the examinations of 
the University should not have taken place during the fasting month* • 
During the Ramzan the Muhammadans observe a rigorous fast, and it 
is obvious that the Muhammadan students who are fasting cannot com- 
pete on equal terms with students who are not fasting. Therefore, 
the University authorities were not right in fixing the dates for the 
Arts examination dyring the Ramzan period, and I invite reference to 
my speech in the Senate during the debate on this subject. I am that 
solitary Muslim member of the Syndicate referred to by Maulvi A. K. 
Fazl-ul Haq, but I was not a member of the Syndicate when the dates 
for the »Arts examinations referred to were fixed. I might inform the 
House that when the question of examination of the Medical Faculty 
came up before the Syndicate, T did all that was possible to stop a 
repetition of what was done with regard to the Arts examination, and 
although the proportion of Muslim candidates in the Medical Faculty 
was comparatively less than that in the Arts section, vet with the 
help of the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, the popular Principal of 
the Medical College, Lieutenant-Colonel Barmirdo, succeeded in push- 
ing back the date of the Medical examination, until after the Ramzan 
was over. This shows that if action were taken in time, the Univer- 
sity authorities would have probably done with regard to the Arts sub- 
jects what was done with regard to the Medical subjects. 

I hope Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq will not press the matter further as his 
motion, if carried, will hit the University hard; I fully endorse most 
of what he has ^aid regarding Muslim interests in the University, but 
I trust that Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq and my other Muhammadan colleagues 
will agree with the Hon’ble Minister and other mem tiers who think that 
the University must he allowed to live in order to get the chance of 
beirfg reformed. 

Let us try to revive and reform the University and not attempt to 
strangle it. I earnestly hope and trust my appeal will not go in vain. 

Mai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I wish to inter- 
vene in the debate. The question before the House has been thoroughly 
discussed and arguments pro et con have # been put forward. The sub- 
ject is also a matter of inquiry' hv the people interest ed in it. Y)n 
behalf of the tax-payers, it was submitted that so far as primary educa- 
tion was concerned. Government have not given much consideration to 
it. Among 46 millions of people living in Bengal, the figure of literacy 
is only 6 per cent. What steps have been taken for the purpose of the 
mpansion of primary education? I am fully aware that the Hon'ble 

30 
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Minis ter has taken active steps in this connection. We have before 
us the report of Mr. Biss. We know the efforts that he made in this 
connection, but the result depends upon the amount of money awarded 
by Government. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; We are not concerned with Mr. Biss’s 
report. The question before the House is whether the demand of 
Es. 2,60,000 for grant to the Calcutta University should be sanctioned 
or not. 

Rii MAHENDRA CHANDRA M1TRA Bahadur: The underlying 

reason for my referring to Mr. Biss’s report is that this grant of 
Rs. 2,50,000 should be spent on the expansion of primary education 
and so I do not think I am out of order. However, that does not 
matter much. It is a grievance of the tax-payers and this grievance 
should be taken into consideration. 

Now, there is another additional reason which weighs much in my 
mind, that is, that the Government did not form a committee for the pur- 
pose of making an inquiry into the subject of the University finance. 
I must say frankly that we took it as an insult to the House and Gov- 
ernment ought to have taken steps for the purpose of forming a com- 
mittee. We were naturally very much anxious as to whether a com- 
mittee will ever come into existence, but I heard just now from the 
Hon’ble Minister that there is still hope for a committee. If money is 
spent lavishly and extravagantly, certainly it is the duty of the Council 
to make an inquiry into the subject. If it be argued that the internal 
management of the University is an affair of the University and that 
the Council has nothing to do with the question, I respectfully differ 
from such a view. If we are required to contribute money to the 
University, certainly I think the Council should have a voice in this 
connection. r But this is the legal aspect of the question. I hope and 
trust, that the whole question will be settled by the remodelling of the 
University Act. We know the powders of the Council and the powers 
of the University. If the resolution in the Council is not accepted by 
the University, the members of the Council are naturally nervous. 
That is the reason w’hv so long I was unwilling to accept the demand 
which has been made. I am now not questioning about the Poet- 
graduate teaching : that is a matter left to the country. We say you 
have not the means to teach people by the method you have adopted; 
we affirm that you are spending money lavishly. I look back to the 
old days when mufassal colleges were allowed to teach students of the 
M.A. and B.L. classes. In the old days mufassal colleges sent 
lawyers like the late Justice Dwaraka Nath Mitter. By the present 
system we, mufassalites, are obliged to send our students to Calcutta 
at a heavy cost ; we are put to great difficulties. The University does 
not look to our interest. There are the expensive University College* 
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Kite University Law College, the Post-graduate classes and all that. For 
fhese reasons, we are disposed to think that the system now in vogue 
In the University is open to objection. 

Now, Sir, there is another additional reason which the House may 
consider and it is this: that unless the expenditure of the University be 
curtailed in the future, the University will be put to an embarrassing 
position. It is reported to us that Rs. 5,30,000 or so is the deficit ftf * 
the University. The Minister is now going to make a demand for 
Rs. 2,50,000 only. What about the balance which is more than 
Rs. 2,50,000? Will there be another supplementary demand? T ask, 
most respectfully, the Hon’ble Minister to answer it, so that nupi>osing 
we are in a position to allow Rs. 2.50,000 to-day, what about the 
balanoe of the deficit which is still to be met ? This is a matter which 
the House ought to know. The Hon’ble Minister ought to take us 
into his confidence and tell us how that deficit amount will be paid. 

In future if the University goes beyond its means in employing pro- 
fessors, lecturers and demonstrators, I am afraid it will again run into 
debt. Therefore, it is a subject of serious consideration for the House. 
Let us get away anyhow from the difficulty at present but w T e do not 
mind what will happen in the future, is a situation which we cannot 
accept. Although, Sir, I do not like the method and procedure adopted 
by tbe University, I, in all loyalty to tho reputation and dignity of the 
Calcutta University, accept the demand which has been put before the 
House. 

Before you ask me to take mv scat, I must say that the Calcutta 
University is bound to look to the education of the Muhammadans. 

In the temple of science if a student, be be a Muhafinnadan or a Hindu 
or a Christian, knocks at its door, the priest ought to allow him to 
enter into it, irrespective of his (taste or creed. We have listened to 
the speech of Maulvi Fazl-ul Ha<j, and we hoj>e that thg complaints 
made by him will be looked into by the University. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: It is unfortunate that such 
gifted members as Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri 
and Babu Risbindra Nath Sarkar^ who are all Masters of Arts of the 
Calcutta University, have no hesitation in asking us all to lend our 
support to further starve our alma mater which has already reached the 
extreme stages of inanimation. No words can adequately describe my 
mental anguish when I find people with any pretence to education com- 
ing forward with proposals, which aim at throttling education of any 
country — particularly the higher education which alone can secure us 
a {dace of honour side by side with the other civilised peoples of the 
world. Is this the way, I ask you, by which my friends — the trusted 
representatives of the people — mean to uplift their nation ? Is this the 
Way by Which my friends mean to discharge their deep debt of gratitude 
towards their own alma mater? 

30 a 
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It strikes me that the sole offence of the Calcutta Dniwsity is hw 
anJracy and the Hon’ble the Vice-CWlor, Sir AM* 
Mid is supposed to be the autocrat of autocrats and it is the desire 
“ some of the members to see him humbled down before the W* 
t whose education he has spent his life-blood or a pence I d ' 
thirty years, amidst circumstances and environments which have been 

rtill .r. tar h» .»»* a"”*'' 1 '. “ Xft 

found admiration from Wa.t.rn .chol.r., lm. “»*“"** "'* ™ 
scant courtesy from his own countrymen. What is his reward? The 
reward of his achievements is our attempt to put a halter rou”d ks 
neck by the very set of people, who, e.ther themse ves or their 
relatives have at one time or another been the recepient of kind treat- 
ment at his hands. This has been the misfortune of my poor country 
since the days of Joychandra and ITmichan.l and this characteristic will 
always remain a stumbling block to attain that liberty, which we call 
swaraj, which is our ambition and cherished goal, Wliat is the offen^ 
of the Calcutta University? These are the regulations of the Calcutta 
University. I challenge any one of you here to find out. any rules whic 
will entitle you to give effect to the resolution passed by the Council on 
the motion of Balm Bishindm Nath Sarkar. l-.nd out ^ny passage 
find out any section, find out any statute, which will give effett to this 

resolution. 

B«bu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: See section 16. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 will do that, I will read it out. 
It is constituted under an Act of incorporation which definitely lays 
down — v 

It .hall be able and capable in law to take, purchase and hold any property, 

moveaMe or immoveable which may become vested in it for the p«rpo» of the 
University by virtue of any purchase grant, testa.ner.tary d.spos.t.on or other- 
al ,d Hlu.il be able and capable ... law to grant, dem.ae, n-»enate or otherwise 
dispose of all or any of the property moveable or immoveable belonging to the 
University and also to all other matters incidental or apperta.mng to a body 
corporate. 

It further lays down— 

The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Felbwa for the time being shall have enUre 
T ° " a ,' ri .uDerintendenee over, the affairs, concern* and property of 

for the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Fellows to act m such manner “ 
appear to them beat calculated to promote the purpo.es intended by the said 

Unversity. 

The Act VIII of 1904 further lays down— 

Th* University shall be. and shall be deemed to have been incorporated for 
I he un.vers j f the infraction of students with power to 

th. “'"'; k, " K o{ P ^ , °“ n d lecturers to hold end maos*, educrfiowl 

appoint umyers y ^ ma intnm university libraries, laboratories and 

I".. 0 ! 1 ?! to do ail acU consistent with the Act of incorporation and tins Act 
which tend to the promotion of study and research. 
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H in aealously guarding their legitimate rights the University have not 
be6n able to satisfy the idle curiosities of all parties, can we Jionestly 
accuse them of autocracy? Does our position, as members of the 
Bengal Legislative Council, entitle us to perform anything unwarrant- 
ed by law, unwarranted by custom, unwarranted by procedure and 
unwarranted by circumstances? And if, in the discharge of their duties 
the Senate which consist of people whose attainments and dignity are 
in no way inferior to he members of this Council, resent any uncalled-for 
and unconstitutional interference and assert their self-respect, all right- 
thinking men with no axe to grind cannot but extend to them their 
sympathy and support. 


Til. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Please address the Chair and not 
Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkai* 


Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: In conclusion, Sir, I beg of you 
all not to sacrifice the University for jxjrsonal aggrandisement and 
selfish reasons. This University is our national asset. No one denies 
that this University admits of improvement in various directions. No 
one is more keen about this than the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor Sir 
Ashutosh 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Is he in order in bringing in the name of 
Sir Ashutosh MukharjiP 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I will not bring in his name 
any more. His strength and magnetic influence are not the outcome of 
chance coincidence, but of steady application, unflinching devotion to 
duty and a thorough knowledge of the details of # University admini- 
stration and any attempt to curb his legitimate powers or humble him 
by starving the institution cannot but be a national disaster. 

• m 

It is very unfortunate that Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq has touched on the 
delicate racial question. If it is a fact that 90 per cent, of Muham- 
madan students study Urdu, why is it, Sir, that out of about 3,500 
Muhammadan students not more than 350 or 10 per cent, appeared in 
Urdu and pot in Bengali as has been claimed? I may assure the House 
that the resolution of Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar has l>een thorough- 
ly discussed in a Select Committee in which I was privileged to be one 
of the members. An unanimous report has been made out and has 
been presented to the House for final discussion and disposal. T would 
ask my friends to keep their souls in patience for a few weeks more, 
but more than this I am not able to commit at present. One word more 
mod I have finished. It behoves us all to join our head and heart in 
improving education in general and higher education in particular, and 
I join the Hon'ble Minister for Education in my humble appeal to you 
not to destroy a thing but find out measures for constructive improve- 
ment. 
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Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I confess I feel somewhat embarrassed in rising 
to speak on the University grant, because I find, to my surprise, that 
any criticism of the affairs of the University however legitimate^ I» 
regarded by some as a personal attack upon the Vice-Chancellor. How-* 
ever, as members of the Council, we have to do our duty and I think 
every one of us is prepared to do that duty fearlessly. We know that the 
University is in great difficulties, and I am sure none of us here, or any- 
where else, wish to see that great institution wrecked. Its professors, 
its lecturers are not receiving their salaries, its creditors are not receiv- 
ing their payments. Surely that is a position which none of us should 
like, none of us should allow, a great institution like the University to 
come to. Rightly or wrongly, the University has incurred some liabili- 
ties which have landed it in a huge deficit of over Rs. 5 lakhs, and I ven- 
ture to think that it is the duty of this Coullcil to come to the rescue of 
the University and help it to get out of its crisis. Well, in my opinion 
if it is up to the Council to help the University, it is up to the Univer- 
sity also to meet the Council. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: You ought to address the Chair, 
Mr. Ghose. 

Mr. D. C. GH08E: I am addressing you, I started by addressing 
you. Must I always look at you? (Laughter.) 

Nothing is gained, Sir, nothing can be gained, as has been pointed 
out by the Hon’ble Minister, by mutual recriminations, and I am really 
sorry that my esteemed friend, I)r. Jatindra Nath Moitra, indulged in 
so much recrimination. As the Council is aware, the House asked for 
full information regarding the financial administration of the Univer- 
sity and even went the length of suggesting the appointment of a com- 
mittee. That information I deplore — I greatly deplore — the University 
has not thought fit to place at our disi> 08 al, tacause I {eel that if that 
information had been placed at our disposal, it would have strengthened 
the hands of those who are eager and anxious to see that the University 
got all the money that it wanted. However, Sir, I am glad to hear from 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education that the University has at 
last consented to furnish all the information regarding its financial 
management to the Council. Well, Sir, that the University has got 
much to explain, there can be no manner of doubt. Its own published 
proceedings show that. b Let me place before the Council — and I ask 
my friend, Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra, to listen to these remarks of mine 
— let me place before the Council an instance of the financial administra- 
tion’ of the University which will at once convince everybody that the 
Council was perfectly justified in its demand for information from the 
University. I find in the Minutes of the University of the 27th Septan* 
her, 1921, this entry : — 

The Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor made a statement on the present financial 
condition. 
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Saselred that the Syndicate recommend to the Senate to sanction an overdraft 
^0 W amount not exceeding Rs 2 lakhs on the Imperial Bank of India against the 
ieonriixet of the Khaira fund. • 

)nly three days after this resolution according sanction to an overdraft 

the extent of Rs. 2 lakhs, I find the Syndicate resolving this : — 

The Registrar reported that under orders of the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor 
he had sent two cheques for Rs. 10,000 each to the Netherlands India Commercial 
Bank for purchasing German marks. 

Rosolvod that the action taken be approved and that the amount be dabited 
Ultimately against the Khaira fund and such other funde, as may be determined 
hereafter. 

When 1 read this iUnearly took my breath away. What is the explana- 
tion of this? It very much looks like speculation in German marks. 
It is an instance which will fit once convince and convince, 1 think, 
even Dr. Moitra, the great University man, that the Council has every 
right to* ask for information regarding the financial management of the 
University because we are the custodians of the public purse, and before 
we grant the money, we have every right to know how another public 
body dealing with public money handles the money that we give. 
Let me sum up. I have no desire to b^^ostile to the University, and I 
am sure none of us here would like that this great institution should be 
killed for want of funds. I am sure that this vote will be assented to by 
this House, but as I have said, we have every right to demand informa- 
tion, I think we ought not to be satisfied until we get full information 
regarding the financial management of the University. 

Mr. AJOY CH UNDER DUTTs It is a matter of very deep regret 
that so much heat has been introduced into a discussion which could 
have been conducted much more satisfactorily under cooler conditions. 
I am extremely sorry that my friend, Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq, made his 
speech in a racial spirit. Does he really mean to say tjiat •because cer- 
tain examinations were held during the Ramzan, therefore, the Calcutta 
University should lie punished with starvation? Is that his idea? He 
has complained that Muhammadan interests have been ignored all 
along. I have no desire to take up the time of the Council in refuting 
that statement. If Mr. Fazl-ul Haq will give me an opportunity out- 
side this Council Chamber, I shall prove to him that the Muhammadan 
interests have not been ignored by the Calcutta University. 
Mr. Fazl-ul Haq also stated that there was no Muhammadan pi.#feseor 
in the University liaw College, only a few months ago Mr. Husoyn 
Shaheed Suhrawardy was one of the Law College staff. # 

Mr. HUSIYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: Years ago. 

N|f% AJOY GHUNDER DUTTs Not years ago. Mr. Khoda Baksh 
and Dr. Abdulla Suhrawardy were also professors of the same college. 

At the present moment, Dr. A. Suhrawardy and Mr. Khoda Baksh 
•m professors in the Post-graduate Department. In the olden days 
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there was also Mr. Rasul. In this matter, at any rate, Muhammadan 
interests have not been ignored, but I do not desire to multiply inst&n* 
ces and take up the time of the Council. I want to ask Mr. Fasl-ul Haq 
one question. It is this. What does he want? Does he want to 
improve or to destroy the Calcutta University? He wants, I think, to 
make the University democratic; we all desire to make it democratic 
and we have the power to make it so. We can by legislation make it 
democratic, and change its constitution. We should not destroy the 
University. It has been built by our money and with our labour. I 
am connected with the Post-graduate Department and I may tell the 
Council although the Post-graduate Department is not perfect, a great 
deal of good work is being done. At present the Po<,t-graduate Depart- 
ment is closed, and if this grant is not forthcoming this department 
will remain closed perhaps for ever. 

With reference to the expansion of the Post-graduate Department 
the entire responsibility cannot possibly be threAvn upon the Vice- 
Chancellor. The scheme, which is an elaborate one, received the sanc- 
tion of the Government of India and the appointments of professors for 
the department were made with the sanction of the Government of India; 
so that it is not fair to suggest that Sir Ashutosli Mukharji, the Vice- 
Chancellor, is alone responsible for the present situation of the Univer- 
sity. The institution is extremely costly. May f remind the Council 
one fact, namely, that the annual grant to the University to-day is only 
Rs. 1,40,000? We do not complain against the Dacca University. We 
do not grudge the Dacca University the grant of Rs. 9 lakhs year after 
year. When the Calcutta University is in difficulties and comes to you 
for money — only Rs. 2,50,000 — we move amendments to reject that 
demand. Is this justice? After all it is the alma mater of almost all 
of us. I hope every single member will rise to the occasion and vote in 
favour of the grant. If they want to improve the University by all 
means let them Ho so, but I earnestly hope that they will not destroy 
or wreck the University by refusing the grant of Rs. 2,50,000. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: I deeply regret that there should be 
any heat in discussing this resolution. I take it that we are all endeav- 
ouring to advance* education in this country and it is the desire of all 
the members here that education should be advanced. Why, in discuss- 
ing a question of this character, personal bitterness should come in and 
why our language should be not proper — I will not use any other 
expression — 1 cannot comprehend. I am avoiding harsh language 
although some of the criticism deserves to be treated in a harsh manner. 
What I ask is this. Is there any institution in India which equal s 
the Calcutta University? None. Is there any institution in the world 
which compares with the Calcutta University in respect of the numbers 
who seek education? Now, there is one thing which I want to point 
out to the House and it is this, that so far as higher education is con- 
cerned, Calcutta or Bengal is almost equal to the United Kingdom, but 
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as regards the other branches of education it is not the time to ffe&l 
with them. Ti^ question arises, what has the Government done to 
support this great institution? Every one knows that the Calcutta 
University is mainly supported by fees derived from examinations. At 
One time, we used to attack the University because it was not a teaching 
university. • Then it was resolved that it should be a teaching university 
and as soon as that w T as resolved steps were taken. It may be that tbe 
steps which were taken did not commend themselves to the great educa- 
tionists who sit here, but I am not prepared to take my educational 
lessons from this House. I am prepared to appeal to some individual 
members for their help with regard to this matter, for suggestions with 
legard to tbe improvement of the University, but to tell me that this 
House is to control the policy of the University is to tell me that a popu- 
lar body like this should ready to fetter the activities of an institu- 
tion which is ail autonomous one. It is a ridiculous suggestion. It is 
a suggestion about which Lord Uurzon when it was put to him said, 
that it was farthest from his mind and that he could not possibly think 
of it. The University is an autonomous institution. It is controlled 
mainly by our people with the assistance of experts, educational experts 
Now it may be a misfortune that the present Vice-Chancellor does not 
get tbe support of some of our people and that there is an undercurrent 
of feeling against him in this House, but I will not deal with that. That 
question does not arise. So far as the University is concerned, what is 
the authority upon which this House can interfere with it ? Now there 
is a complete answer to it in the Statute. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Question! 

Sir ASUT08H CHAUDHURI : 1 know that W>u Surendra Nath 
Mallik is questioning it, but I have carefully gone into the matter and 
I deny the authority of this House, as the Statute now stands, to inter- 
fere with University administration. The House has not got the power. 
The Government have not got the powder now. It is only with regard 
to certain matters that they can inquire. They can undoubtedly ask 
that the accounts be audited and the accounts are audited year after 
year by Government people. If any question arises from the report of 
the auditor, then the Government can go and ask — “ What do you say 
to this 99 And if the University says — “ We will not give you the 
information, 99 then the matter can be taken up. But how does that 
question now arise. My friend, Mr. D. C. Ghose, gets up — I do not see 
him now s 

Mr. D. C. GHOSE: I am here, Sir. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: I am very glad to see him near me. 

Tll6 Htft’Me Mr. P. C. MITTER: I find certain speakers are dealing 
with Xbe constitutional question. Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri was not here 
when I spoke. My position is that I do not want to decide anything. 
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with regard to that question so long as I do no get a representation from 
the Calcutta University on this matter. Therefore, perhaps it is Ha- 
necessary at this stage to go into that. » 

Sir A8UT0SH CHAUDHURI: That is the reason why I want to 
guard this House against it. You have passed a resolution, the pro- 
priety of which may be doubted, but whether it is doubted or not, I 
will accept it for the piesent as a resolution of the House. Then the 
University has taken steps with regard to this matter, ha^ inquired into 
the matter and its rei>ort will be placed in due course before the House. 
Then the question which some members have discussed may arise and 
we shall discuss it then. I do not want to discuss it now. What I 
want to say is this, look at the most imj>ortant branch of education 60 
far as the University is concerned, namely, the College of Science, which 
was started with endowments from outside and not by Government, 
Government, in ten years have contributed only Its. 1,20,000. That is 
a miserable sum, to contribute in ten years, but the Calcutta University 
with its poor resources 1ms had in these ten years to contribute very 
nearly Kb. 10 lakhs from its fee fund. What do you say to that? After 
that we are told that this Council should refuse this grant of Rs. 2,50,000 
intended to meet a deficit of Rs. 5 lakhs. Are you prepared to take that 
lesponsihility upon your shoulders ? Are you prepared to bring this 
institution to a close? If you are, do it by all means. I will say with 
the greatest respect to my friends who are op]>osed to this grant that 
they have not carefully considered the matter. I will not say Anything 
with regard to the German marks and the overdraft alluded to by 
Mr. Ghose. I find that there are two gentlemen here present who are 
members of the Syndicate, and were attending the Syndicate meeting 
when those items were dealt with. They can deal with this point. I am 
not able to do it. You see an overdraft and a cheque for marks and you 
jump to the conclusion that there must be speculation. *Is that a sane 
view? Well, you find that two cheques for buying marks have been 
passed by the Syndicate, a body of people, w ith educational qualifica- 
tions, with some degree of intelligence, and some sense of propriety. 
They have passed these cheques and to believe that the University went 
on speculating in marks is something, J respectfully submit, which is 
an absurdity. Now, Sir, I am not prepared to see that the Calcutta 
University should suffer in any way. It must go on. It is an insti- 
tution which has been recognised not only here but in the United King- 
dom. It has established a position for itself which has not be^n equalled 
by any other institution in India. What I ask is, patiently and con- 
siderately consider this matter. There is a deficit of Rs. 5. lakhs. It 
is not a generous grant that you have been asked to give. It is a matter 
for the University to consider how, with this Rs. 2,50,000, both ends can 
be made to meet. Supposing you refuse the grant, wbat is to happen f 
It mav ultimately mean that professorships and classes will have to be 
abolished. Are you prepared to take that responsibility upon your 
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•Wilders ? May I not appeal to every one of you here P With most of 
(he speakers I am glad to say I am not on such terms as make my n am e 
blink in their nostrils. 1 am not in that position. I look up6n them 
as friends and may I not appeal to every one of them to forget these 
personal matters and not to think of Russian autocracy or things of that 
kind, but to do your best for the young men of Bengal. I do not know 
whether Mr. Haq is here or not. 

MatHvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I am here, Sir. 

Air A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: 1 am glad that you are here. What 
1 say is this, that if you are encouraging a belief in the country that 
the Muhammadans ‘are getting the worst of it under the University 
method of administration, it is entirely wrong. There is no justice in 
that complaint. 

Matflvi Am K. FAZL-UL HAQ: That is my belief. 

Air AtUTOSH CHAUDHURI: 1 am not concerned with your belief. 
I am concerned with facts. To tell me, an inhabitant of Bengal, and to 
tell us that the Bengali Muhammadan’s language is Urdu, is some- 
thing which takes us by surprise. I know that there are some people 
who speak Urdu, but that is not the language which is spoken in 
Bengal. I remember some of the most eminent Moslem scholars who 
were at Cambridge and Oxford in my days continually telling me that 
the language spoken bv Moslem gentlemen from Bengal was not Urdu 
but something entirely different. To say now that the Calcutta 
University is not to be blessed — I will not use the other word — because 
it does not encourage Muhammadans is saying something which is 
absolutely without foundation. 

I did not com© here to make a speech and I am not going to answer 
the various suggestions and questions raised as I did not hear the 
speeches, but merely gathered what was said from hearsay. I think 
that I am entitled to make an appeal to this House to vote this grant 
which has been asked for ami which is a miserable grant. The ques- 
tion of it being miserly only arises if the paymaster has got enough 
money but doesl not pay, but this is an almost insolvent Government. 
They intend making some payment though not a generous payment 
and to come and say that this grant should be cut down is saying too 
much. 

I hope that I have not spoken with any degree of objectionable 
warmth in the matter. I have some right to speak about matter^ of 
education. I am connected as many of you know with several educa- 
tional institutions and I am practically the head of some of the biggest 
colleges in Calcutta. Although a Fellow, I am not officially entitled 
to speak for the University, but I will not prolong my speech, but I 
think I can make an appeal to you and I feel I ought to make an appeal 
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to my friends who are here to support this grant which has been pro* 
posed by the Hon’ble Minister. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Is my time 10 or 15 minutes? 
The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I cannot allow 15 minutes. • 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Just as you direct, Sir. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: Five minutes, if possible. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 shall try to finish my 
speech within five minutes. 

This University is my own, my own dear University, but I can 
emphatically say that 1 do not dike its present-day methods and activi- 
ties. There is much in its present-day activities which 1 deplore, and 
I am so sorry that my own alma iruiter lias now been brought down to 
this level and that it is in the hands of persons who do not care io con- 
duct the University properly . I am very sorry that my friend, 
Mr. Haq, has raised a question which ought not to have been raised. 
It is no question of racial feeling that should have been raised here. I 
am perfectly sure that he never meant anything seriously, but, in his 
exuberance, he said something which he ought not have said. Then 
as regards the speech of Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, as I take it, the attitude 
and the ethics were those of some other person and it came to us with 
all the sweetness of his own nature and personality. As regards 
Dr. Moitra’s speech, 1 can say very well that it is almost made to order 
by a demi-god, who has got entire jHissession of him and I do not pro- 
pose to take any serious notice of that. By merely reading it out very 
loudly he 1ms finished his mission. I am the last person to desire that 
my alma mater should l>e strangled. 1, therefore, now come to you 
with the olive-branch in hand to proj>ose peace and see how we can best 
deal with thtf matter and how we can keep our Univirsity here. It 
has been said that we must not kill the University and that we must not 
starve it. I quite accept that position. To my mind, as you know, it 
is best to take medicine in an empty stomach. The University has been 
going with an empty stomach for four months and this is just the time 
when we can give a drop of medicine.* It will do them good, for is it 
not a fact that the University has now come downP Are there not 
apparent signs of that P Whether they are willing to say that or not, 
or whether their friends here so choose to admit it or not, the fact is 
that they have come down.' They have written a letter to say that they 
are willing to expose all their accounts and give information to you. 
Why? It is only because of the hunger that is there. There is no 
question about that. They are coming down and this is just the time 
when we should give to them that help for, after all, we are the mightier 
body. Tt is the mighty who alone can be relenting. And who is the 
mightier of the twoP We can be relenting to those who #re smaller 
than ourselves. They are now down on their knees and asking for 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


465 


money. Is this not the time when we can be relenting and lend otr 
helping hand to an institution which is under our control and which we 
are bound to see that it fosters and does not dwindle? Thab is the 
position. Let us not, at the present moment, go into any other ques- 
tion. I must say that the position taken up by Babu Rishindra Nath 
Sarkar in August last was perfectly correct. The position taken by him 
is still perfectly correct. To Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, for whom 1 have 
the greatest respect and I have no greater respect for any of my frientls 
here, I must say that his reading of the law may bo correct. 1 am no 
match for him there. I will not be able to come within three miles of 
him in that respect. But I must tell him that so long as we want an 
inquiry to be mad # e into academic matters, surely the University can 
say, “ that is not your province.’ * But if they come and say, “ we have 
a deficit of Its. 5 lakhs, pray, Sir, help us with money,” it is time for 
them to learn that I can tusk the University to show me their accounts 
and a^ them what they have been doing with public money. This 
position no friend of the Universtiy, however great he may be, should 
ignore or forget. The purse-string is in our hands. If you choose to 
be rude, if your attitude is this: “ I will not show anything, ” mind 
you that the money is in our hands. We can strangle you, but we are 
magnanimous enough not to do that. We do not like to be mean. We 
do not like to take this opportunity of strangling anybody particularly 
our own University. It is now time for us all to think how we can 
make this University go on and at the same time get the reforms we 
want. We want democrat isation certainly. We want tin* honeycomb 
thereto be destroyed. We want and we must insist that the Hon’ble 
Minister, in three or four months’ time, will bring in a Bill for amending 
the present Universities’ Act and all the machinery of registered 
graduates and for removing forthwith all that which has reduced the 
University — my own mighty University of the days of Tawney and 
Croft — into nothing but a veritable workshop for training graduates, 
as I said once before, in the art of flunkyism and in the science of 
sycophancy. This I cannot tolerate. What was the University of 
Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri? Can he possibly recognise that University 
now in the present one? We have got no hold over the University 
except for the purse-strings, but there is another i>erson who has got 
it^-the Hon’ble Minister. Let us get hold of him. Let us give him 
this direction. We can give this Its. 2^ lakhs now. The deficit is 
Rg. 6 lakhs and they will have to come up for another Rs. 3 lakhs. We 
can only give that if we find that they are behaving better and that the 
Hon’ble Minister is taking steps necessary to bring about the 
desired reforms in the University. If he does not do that, we wilf not 
pay. If the University does not choose to behave better and give us 
the information that we recpiire and prevent waste of money over useless 
hobbies tben we will not pay a pice more. T^t that be distinctly under- 
stood. We would pay only on the distinct understanding that every 
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effort must be made by the Hon’ble Minister towards the democrati- 
zation of the University and towards removing many other undesirable 
things which my friend, Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar, had discussed m 
his speech last year. If there is no effort made to attain these objects, 
then certainly we will not pay anything in future. 

I would, therefore, ask, most humbly, my friends to consider 
whether we should now refuse the grant, now that we know that the 
University professors are without their pay for the last three or four 
months. It is a fact and a very sad fact that these gentlemen are with- 
out their pay. These are the gentlemen who have been teaching our 
boys for years together and these are the gentlemen who would be 
obliged to go away and leave the University. It will be tremendously 
difficult afterwards to get together these men in the University. This 
is just the time when in its empty stomach we should drop a little 
medicine. It will do wonderfully good work, I tell you. Let us, there- 
fore, make this grant. Conditioned as it is, let the Hon’ble Minister 
over whom we have control, remember that we will never make 
any more payments to-morrow or hereafter, unless these conditions are 
satisfied. That is my submission to this Council. Let us make this 
grant to-day. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: May I say a few 

words ? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDEHT: No you cannot speak now. The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge will now reply. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: But I, as a repre- 
sentative of the Cahutta University, am entitled to speak. (Several 
voices: “ Order, order.”) 

The Hon’tole Mr. P. C. MITTER: The question hay been debated 
at some length and 1 am sorry to say with some amount of heat by a 
few members. In discussing this University question, I have more 
than once requested the members of this House not to forget the end 
they have in view, namely, the improvement of high education in this 
province. Several critics of the demand, including Babu Rishindra 
Nath Sarkar, asserted that their object was to improve the University. 

I have not the slightest doubt that the object of the critics of the 
University is to improve the University. The difference between the 
critics and the friends of the University is that they differ as to the 
line to be adopted about improving the University. But, unfortunately, 
in the several debates we had about the Calcutta University, personal 
questions and irrelevant issues were brought in. I can only say that 
the House ought to remember its dignity and duty, and it ought to 
cast aside these personal questions and irrelevant issues. If all these 
personal questions and irrelevant issues are cast aside, I may ask Babu 
Rishindra Nath Sarkar, Babu Indu Bhusban Dutta and other# that if 
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Any WMft to improve the University, could they do so by InUmg it out- 
right P If the University is to be improved it must live and, therefore, 
Met have immediately the necessary financial assistance, .Another 
question that has been debuted is that no action has yet been taken 
on the resolution of August, 1921, and from that point of view what 
treatment should be accorded to the Calcutta University. So far as I 
am concerned, 1 have followed one consistent line in the University 
matter aii throughout and 1 would refer the members to the budget 
debate in March, 1921, the debate of August, 1921, and lastly, the budget 
debate of March, 1922. I have never changed. I have already assured 
the House that 1 shall stand by every word tl at 1 uttered in this Cuuneii 
in connection with the University. That is my position. I will explain 
my position even more fully : this Council wanted to appoint a committee 
to investigate into the affairs of the University, but the Government 
could not accept the resolution without first hearing what an important 
body like the University, had to say in the matter. I, therefore, appeal- 
ed to the House in August, 1921, not to press for the appointment of 
the committee until we fir, si heard what the University had got to say. 
The Council, however, thought otherwise and recommended the appoint- 
ment of a committee by the resolution it passed. My promise, how- 
ever, in my speech of August, 1921, was a promise to decide the ques- 
tion after I had the views of both sides. I did not promise to appoint 
a committee. In March, 1921, I criticised the financial administration 
of the University, perhaps far more severely than the severest critics of 
the University had ever done. 1 proceeded on facts and I may say, in 
passing, nobody will be more pleased than I, if I am really satisfied 
that my conclusions were wrong. I proceeded, however, on the last 
audit report that was available to me at that Hike — and the position 
then taken up by the University was that Government had ample 
materials before them in the shape of the Government audited accounts 
of the University. 1 not merely criticised the financial administration of 
th^ University, but with regard to the resolution of August, 1921, I 
maintained my former attitude, viz,, that I must wait till I had before 
me what the University had to say in the matter. Since then, an impor- 
tant change has taken place, and I have already informed the House of 
that change. We have been assured that the University will not with- 
lold its financial affairs from the Government. That goes to the root of 
the whole question. 1 really hope that after this assurance of the Uni- 
versity to which I referred in my opening speech, the House would 
be spared many of the arguments which ,*if I mav say so without oflenee, 
were entirely irrelevant. This assurance I could not give in August, 
1921, or on the 1st March, 1922. Well, if the University places all its 
financial affairs before me. I, as Minister responsible to this House 
for the proper administration of the Education Department which is 
now a transferred subject, must place before you such of the informa- 
tion relating to those affairs as I consider relevant. 
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■ '* I will not enter into the debatable question of law, but at is common 
sense that if the University or for the matter of that any public body 
wants numey from the State coffers, then the representatives of the 
people and the Government responsible to those representatives are 
entitled to look into the accounts of that body. I may mention here 
that the great Universities of Oxford and Cambridge never took any 
help from the State coffers, but on account of the war owinfc to unfor- 
tunate circumstances these great Universities had to ask for State help. 
And when they asked for State help they had to accept the appoint- 
ment of a Royal Commission and their affairs were fully investigated; 
they have estates from which they derive large income and the affairs 
even of their estates were fully investigated. Before a Minister could 
©onvince the Parliament that State grant was necessary, in the first 
place, it was necessary for the Minister hiiqself to be* convinced and, in 
the second place, it was necessary for him to convince the representa- 
tives of the people. It is, therefore, necessary that materials hqve got 
to be furnished and I must submit the relevant portions of such 
materials to the House. 

When T have got these materials and, after I have seen further 
matrials in the shape of the recent audit reports, I shall have to decide 
as to whether I would accept the resolution of August, 1921, or not. 
Neither in August, 1921, nor in March, 1922, did I promise that I would 
accept, the resolution as it stands and I do not promise to do that even 
to-day, but I promise to do what is just and right, namely, that 
T shall sift all the materials that art* placed before me, and then act 
in the best interests of the country and consistently with the wishes of 
the House. It must also be remembered that the House, too, will have 
further materials. *111 March, 1921, I had no hope of getting these 
materials but since then, as I have said, the position has changed. But 
the House will have to wait for a short time more. When I get these 
materials I shall decide the question on its own merits, and if I dtL&n v- 
thing which the House does not approve, there would be time emftigh* 
for the House to criticise my action. Therefore, on the very basis of 
the arguments of the critics of the University it would be wanting in 
logic and common sense, it would he wanting in common decency to 
kill the University which is the premier educational organisation in 
the whole of India. 

One word more and 1 have done. My friend, Maulvi Fasd-ul Haq, has 
criticised the administration of the University on the allegation that it 
has ignored Muhammadan interests. I do not propose to enter into the 
merits of the question. I have made it quite clear that in my view it 
is the duty of this House to look to the financial administration of the 
University, and also into the question of its general improvement, but 
it iq not right to interfere with academical matters. The question of 
Muhammadan representation is, no doubt, an important one. When 
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the question of legislation conies up — and I may tell the House, that at 
present two Bills drafted by my department are lying on my jable, but 
I regret to say that on account of the Council session and other press- 
ing business, I have not had the time to examine them carefully — one 
of these Bills relates to the question of changing the constitution of the 
University. I think the proper time for Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq to go into 
the question of Muhammadan representation will be when this Bill is* 
discussed. Will it be befitting to the Council to deprive the University, 
whatever its constitution may be, of the little help it asks for ^ 1, there- 

fore, submit that this demand should be {Hissed and I ho|>e that in spite 
of the many angry speeches it will be passed without a division. 

Babu RISHINDRA HATH SARKAR: Aft er the statement made 
by the Hon’ble Minister that the Calcutta University will submit its 
accounts to the Government, J think ue have obtained some satisfac- 
tion fbr the present. In that ease I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: So far as this question is concerned, 
a similar motion also stands in my name. Although just a few minutes 
remain, 1 think I have a right to place my remarks on record. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You have no right of reply. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I have a right of reply I ask fora 
ruling. 1 have only a few remarks to make which I hope I will be 
allowed. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT : Y ou mav make a personal explana- 
tion, if you lik<\ but you have no right of reply. 

'Kiftulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: So far as this motion is concerned, 

I have been round this House and talked with all my Muhammadan 
friends. If T want a division, I can assure you my Muhammadan 
friends will vote for me, but the majority of them do not wish to wreck 
the Calcutta Fniversity at this stage. They are of opinion that we 
should at present support the Calcutta University and (‘specially the 
Hon’ble Minister in this demand. In that view T have been asked by 
the majority of the Muhammadan members of this House not to press 
this motion to a division. , 

The following motion was then put and lost. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs That the demand of Rs. 2.50,000 
under bead “31. — Education (Transferred) ” for a grant to the Calcutta 
University, be reduced bv Rs. 10,000. 


31 
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24. — Administration of Justioe. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I now call upon the Hon'ble Sir 
Abd-ur-Rahira to move item No. 153. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: I rise to a point of order. 
My submission is that the Hon’ble Member cannot bring in a supple- 
mentary demand under the present circumstances. This grant Svas 
refused entirely at the last budget discussion and under the provision 
laid down hv the Government of India Act, the remedy lies in section 
72D. The Section runs thus: — 

The estimated annual expenditure and revenue of the province shall be laid 
in the form of a statement before the Council in each year, and the proposals of 
the local government for the appropriation of provincial revenues and other 
(honeys in any year shall he submitted to the vote of the Council in the form of 
demands for grants. The Council may assent, or refuse its assent, to a demand, 
or may reduce the amount therein referred to either by a reduction of the' whole 
grant or by the omission or reduction of any of the items of expenditure of which 
the grant is composed. 

Now in ihis case, the Council has refused ils assent to the demand. 
The provision laid down under the above section runs thus: — 

Provided that the local government shall have power, m relation to any such 
demand, to act as if it had been assented to. notwithstanding the withholding of 
such assent or the reduction of the amount therein referred to, if the demand 
relates to a reserved subject, and the (Governor certifies that the expenditure 
provided for by the demand is essential to the discharge of his responsibility for 
the subject. 

This demand was refused, and His Excellency tbe Governor lias certi- 
fied to tne extent of a certain amount but not entirely In these 
circumstances, no supplementary demand can be brought. 

I now draw attention of the Oouncil to section 93 of the Rules: it 
runs thus: — 

When money has been sjHMit on any service for which the vote of Council is 
necessary dining any financial year in excess of the amount gi anted for that 
service and for that year, a demand for the excess shall he presented to the Council 
by the Finance Member and shall be dealt with in tbe same way by tbe Council 
as if it were a demand for a grant 

This is not the case; here the money has not been spent. 

Now I turn to section 94 which runs thus: — 

Ah' estimate shall be presented to the Council for a supplementary or additional 
grant when — 

(») the amount voted in the budget of a grant is found to be insufficient for 
the purposes of the current year, or 

(it) a need arises during the current year for expenditure for which the rote 
of the Council is necessary upon some new service not contemplated 
in the budget for that year. 
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Mr- TARIT BHU8AN ROY: I rise to a point of order. Is m/ 
friend in order in making these observations before the motion for the 
demand of grant is moved by the Hon’ble Member in charge. • 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: T think be is in order in taking 
exception to the moving of thfe supplementary demand. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: I submit that this demand 
does not come under clause (0 because it is not an amount which has 
been voted in the Budget but found insufficient , but here the whole 
amount was refused. Neither does it come under clause (//) because a 
need has not arisen during the current Near for e\|>enditure for which 
the vote of the Coimcil is neeessan upon some new service not con- 
templated in the Budget for that year. It was contemplated and placed 
lief ore tin* Council for consideration, but was refused ; sounder these two 
rules, tin* supplemental \ demand cannot be placed. In this connection 
1 wish k> "draw the attention of the House to the Report of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee- - 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You base stated your point, you need 
not argue the mutter. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: I was just going to state, 
in support of m\ eont'Oilmn. what was the view of the 

The DEPUTY-PRE8I DENT: You have raised a preliminary point 
that this demand ought not to have found place in the supplementary 
budget. Our ruling is that under rule ‘12 

An estimate shall he presented to the Council foi a supplementary or addi- 
tional prant when the amount voted in thr Innfgrf of n grant is found to he 
insufficient for the purposes of the current year 

Rule 26 referring to the voting of demands in the main Budget 
says — « m 

A separate demand shall ordinarily he made in respect of thr grant propound 
for rat'lt t/rpaitmrnt <>f thr (iovt rnmrnt 

In the present case the grant before Hie Council at the time of the 
voting of grants on the Budget was — 

24 — Administration of .fust ice — Rs 81.16.00(1. Cndcr rule 80, the 
Council declined to vote an item of Rs. 60,000 in that grant. 

A reduced demand was then passed under head 24 — Administration 
of Justice. ~ % 

The amount voted nt thr Buth/rl of thr tjrani , i.r . , the reduced 
demand has been found to be insufficient. Therefore, the motion is in 
order. 

There is also another reason why this motion is in order apart from 
what I have said, and this reason would apply in a case where the entire 
demand of a Reserved Department, *ay Administration of Justice, was 

31 A 
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refused ty the Council, and part of it was certified by His Excellency 
the Governor. Government is entitled under proviso (a) to sub-section 
(2) of section 72D of the Government of India Act to treat a sum certi- 
fied by the Governor as if it has been assented to, that is to say, as 
voted, and if the amount certified, which is to be treated as voted, is 
insufficient, then automatically the case falls within clause ( i ) of sub- 
section 1 1) of rule 32, and a supplementary demand can be put forward. 

On both of these grounds* Government are entitled to put forward 
this supplementary demand. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: The same arguments applied 
to the Mounted Police grant. 

» 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: But you never raised the jKnnt before. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim) : 1 move that a sum of Rs. 34,000 be granted under 
head “ 24. — Administration ol Justice ” for the retention of the PajxT 
Book Department of the Talent ta High Court for the year 1922-23. 

As the time is veiy limited, I do not want to say anything at 
present, but 1 reserve the light of speaking later on. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I mo\e that the demand of Rs. 34,1)00 
under head “ 21. — Administration ol Justice ” for the retention of the 
Paphr Book Department of the Calcutta High Couit be refused. 

1 had the honour, and 1 may say, the privilege of opposing a similar 
demand when it was brought up tor the first time in 1921, and it lnvd 
lieeti my luck e\er since, on two occasions at any rate, to opjxise this 
demand, and to-day it is m\ pleasure to begin the opposition to the 
grant of this mono\ by the Council. 1 ha\e very little to add to what 
1 said on tin* last occasion, which 1 hoj>o will be fresh m the memory of 
the members of this Council. Briefh stated, the position is this; Paper 
books m the case of second ap|K*als were never prepared by the vakils, 
but by the officers of the High Court. It is only in the case of first 
apjxmls, otherwise known as regular apjHuils, that the vakils have been 
prewiring pn]x*r hooks, for t lit* last 40 years without any complaint 
from anybody. It was only in the year 1920 that Their Lordships in 
the Priw Council suggested that an improvement might be made in the 
preparation of pajx»r books in cases of appeals that ultimately went up 
to the Priv\ Council, that these books might be prepared in the office of 
the Court from the very beginning so as to avoid doing the same work 
twice, securing expedition and minimising the cost to the litigants. 
When the High Court revised these rules, regarding the Paper Book 
Department, it said that the Privy Council had directed that the prepara- 
tion of pupei books in all first appals will l>e done under the supervision 
of the High Court. Now, Sir. we all know that the Privy Council never 
meant anything of that sort. It only referred to the first appeals of 
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all cases which would ultimately go to them, so that the litigants would 
be saved the expense and worry and trouble of having the i>a]>er hooks 
prepared once for the High Court and then again for the Privy Council. 
The Privy Council suggested that the impel* hooks should he so prewired 
that after the High Court had disjxised of the api>eal and the case came 
before the Privy Council, no further excuse and labour on this account 
would be necessary. This question was considered and the High Court 
maintained that 50 j>er cent, of all api>eals went up to the Privy Council. 
We challenged that statement at the time, and we now find in answer 
to a question put. Government have, at last, accepted what we said then, 
that not more than five j>er cent, of all ap]x*nls went to the Privy Council. 
That being the position, the Privy Council's direction would only refer 
to 5 i>er cent, of the ajqieals, but the High Court has interpreted tin* 
order to mean that the direct fhu given by the Privy Council referred to 
the entire set, whether it be first api>eals, that ended with the High Court 
judgmeirt, and whether it went to the Privy Council or not. We pointed 
out at that time that this ruling of the High Couit meant extra exjmnse 
to the litigant. In that view, we refused the grant and m 1921 the 
High Court modified its rules, but still the rates were unnecessarily high, 
much higher than the pleaders even charged the litigant public. It is 
interesting to note that the Paj>er Hook Department of tin* High Court 
has not been able to jierform the work more exjmdit lously than the 
vakils used to do. Yesterday, in reply to certain questions put b\ me 
and Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar, we got these interesting figures. In 
the year 1920, the figures of papei hooks filed by the vakils amounted 
to as manv as 242, of which 140 consisted of 100 pages or more. Those 
prepared by the Pajmr Hook Department of tin* Hijjh Court in 1921 
amounted to 38 of which b only consisted of 100 pages or over. From 
January, 1922, the same High Court prepared 5 hooks consisting of 
100 pages. So, though the depaitment has been working to£ nearly two 
years, it is clear that the High Court Paper Hook Department is more 
exi»ensive from the litigants’ i>oint of view than when the work of 
preparing the books was entrusted to the vakils We also find that, 
whereas the vakils prepared 250 pajiei books, tin* High Court prejmred 
only 38. Now* even one knows tli^t neither as regards excuse, nor as 
regards time taken up in the preparation of the Paper books lias there 
been the slightest improvement by the introduction of the new rules in 
the High Court. I submit that these rules cannot Ik* satisfactory, and 
* there is no justification for the preparation of these* pajier hooks by the 
High Court. The Council has refused this grant on two occasions, and 
I submit that they ought not to be asked to reconsider their decision 
again. They have rejected this demand; why should they lx* again asked 
to go back upon their decision? The time at my di.sjxjsal is very short 
and there are other speakers, so t w ill not fuither detain the Council. 

With these few words, I beg to oppose this demand. 
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Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: It is with feelings of sorrow 
that I have to move, for the third time, this Council for refusing the 
demand foi the Paper Book Department. To my mind, it appears that 
the Government ease is so hopelessly weak that the Hon’ble Member in 
charge did not venture to put his ease before us. He is waiting for our 
speeches to reply later. This shows that he has not got one word to say 
in support of it. He has been twice defeated. I am sure that, if left 
to himself, he would not have eorne to this Council with this proposal, 
but he is carrying out the orders of the Government of India. That 
is the reason why he has come out with this demand. Well, on the 
merits, I do not think that anything need be said. This is the third 
time that we are discussing it. It is well known that there is nothing 
to be said on their behalf. We have found out — I would not go into 
details which can be found on page 2‘i — thM the work that is being done 
now is of no value at all and that the total income last year was about 
Rs. 8,000 and the expenditure Rs. 50,000. That alone is a Sufficient 
justification for throwing it out. 

Then we come to t he imjiortaiit constitutional question My friend 
Mr. S. R. Das has told the members many tilings about the necessity 
of making this grant, but I do not think that lie is at all right. It is 
a great constitutional question and, as His Excellency has told us, it is 
a ]H*rfectlv anomalous position that the Government of India should 
demand and that we should supply. The Government of India know 
full well that we are m a terrible deficit When we went to Simla 
over the question of the financial injustice to us and asked them to help 
us in that situation, tliev paid little heed. Theivfoie, why we should 
carry out the behests of the Government of India, I do not see. Wh\ 
should any of my friends think it essential to get all Iik friends of the 
Theatre Road Club to opjwise the interests of the country, 1, for one do 
licit understand. If then* is anything that is constitutional, it is this. 
We must learn to stand on our own rights and anybody who teaches to 
the contrary, is, to my mind, a man who is working directly against 
the interests of his own motherland. This is purely a constitutional 
question. Wc must refuse to be saddled like this. The Government 
of India have no right to saddle us ,ui this way. and I would ask my 
brother members here to remember that if we were once willing to allow 
this demand that- had been made here, it would lead to our ruin because 
other departments would come up with such demands and we would 
have to meet them. Much Iqis been said by my friend Mr. Fazl-ul Haq 
on the subject and I shall not detain you. But what 1 say is this. 
There is yet another aspect of the thing. Why should we pay Rs. 50,000 
at all, and for whose interests Y The Privy Council said something differ- 
ent. The High Court Judges in their yer-zeal have made some rules. It 
is not the High Court Judges who are going to pay from their own 
salaries. It is not the Government of India that are going to pay. It 
is clearly a case to be refused. It is Rs. 50,000 to-day, it will be 
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Rb. 60,000 to-morrow ami Rs. 70,000 the day after and so on. We nt 
be very careful not to allow this retaining expenditure even at the requ 
of the Government of India. It is our ow#look-out and we mpst look 
our funds. We shall not allow thorn to l>e frittered a wav like tli 
With Its. f>0,()00 we have the power of borrowing Us. 5 or 6 lakhs, w 
which we can help our nation-building departments, sanitation a 
education. Is therb any reason why the Government of India slioi 
trouble us in this way!-' The Ilon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Uahim, with *1 
serenity which he jKissesses, i,s smiling. He is bound to do so. lie 
a highly sensible man and an ex-Chief .lust ice. He knows the ridicule 
jiosition in which he has been placed. Therefore, I do not think tl 
much argument is necessary. It is our lumnden dut\, duty in 
ourselves and duly unto our motherland, that we should throw out tl 
demand. That is the position. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA! The merits of the question hr 
l>een very well gone into by Maulvi A. K Kazl-ul Haq. It has a 
been fully discussed during tin* last two Budget discussions, so tin 
is hardly any necessity to go into details. One thing which strikes 
is this, that this demand for the Pajier Book Depaitment seems to 
like an unrecognised child. Nobody seems to like taking any resjK 
sibility for it. This Council has twice refused the demand and I 
Excellency** the Governor does not think that in the discharge of 1 
responsibilities to Parliament In* need restore this grant. He ot 
restored the grant, because* he had been asked by the Government 
India to do this. I haw* looked into tin* Government of India Act, h 
I do not know’ under what rules the Government of India can force t 
hands of the Governor of Bengal The jxisition^s fcot only anomaloi 
hut against the very principle ot piovincial autonomy Piactically 
comes to this, that it is a matter which is onl\ approx cd by the Govei 
ment of India* and for that I do not see why tin* Government of Bcnp 
or the Bengal Council should be asked to vote this grant. The 
Sir, it raises another question of principle for which we ha 
been fighting’ this week. This curious procedure of the Goverume 
coming to this Council and asking nieinliers to revise their deeisi 
over and over again is a proposition which can no longer be tolerate 
Is this Council to be treated like children? Are the members going 
be told that their decision does not mean anything? Must they go . 
revising i+, time after time, so long as that decision does not tally wi 
the Government view? Is this the position that is to he tolerated 
this Council? I submit that we should not stoop to that indignity, 
entreat, as I have entreated on a previous occasion, that all the mcuibc 
of this Council should remember t lie dignity of this Council. Twic 
after due deliberation, after due consideration, you have thrown o 
this demand. Tw r ice His Excellency has vetoed it under the orders of t 
Government of India and not in recognition of his responsibilities 



476 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. [11th Jtjl^ 

Parliament. For what earthly reason should the Council be asked to 
reconsider its decision ? 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: This matter has been dis- 
cussed twice before and .this is the third time that we are discussing it. 
This question has been d'ullv dealt with by mv predecessors w T lio have 
iddressed this Council, so 1 do not find that I can ‘add anything more. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : It is the third time that 
;his question has been brought forward in this Council. His Excel- 
eney told us that he had been obliged to send this question again to us 
iwiiig to a mandate from the Go\ eminent of India to restore the 
unount. 1 do not know under what authority the Government of India 
isk us to vote this grant. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You cannot question the action qf His 
Excellency the Viceroy. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 am simply asking a ques- 
ion — under what rule do the Government ot India come to us in such 
natters. Whatever may he the reason, His Excellency has done well 
n sending hack the question. It would not have been proper on* his 
>art to restore the grant because the demand is not of such a nature 
is requires the special sanction of His Excellency under the provisions 
or the restoration ot giants I do not like to take up much time of tin* 
Council. 1 will simply refer to the observations of the Hon’ble Mem- 
>er in charge of the Department made in 1921, when the question first 
'lime up before the Council : — * 

We must deal with the question from the point of Mew of the general public 
md carefully consider how lar public interest is going to he affected by the question 
>efore this Council and not from the point of mow of any professional gentlemefi, 
lowever much they may be affected b\ the operation of the rules laid down by the 
ligh Court. 

Ve have seen that it is neither beneficial to t lie public nor in any way 
■xpeditious, because we hear the department only prepared 88 paper 
looks lftvst year, but the year before last the pleaders did file as many 
,s 200 paper hooks. Resides the cost of the preparation of paper books 
las been made prohibitive. How does it benefit the public or the 
itigant? We cannot support a department from the public exchequer 
without taking into consideration its desirability or utility. On the 
irst occasion, the question was vetoed by a large majority. I believe 
1 voted against it and onl^ 20 supported the proposal of the work be- 
ng done by officials. On the second occasion, the question was vetoed 
»y a large majority and no reason has been adduced to change our 
pinion. I strongly oppose it. 
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Mr. 8. R. DAS: I did not intend to intervene in this debate, but T 
want to correct, or at least endeavour to correct, an error into which 
mv friend Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Huq seems *to have fallen. Mv .friends 
Babu Kishori Mohan Ohaudhuri and Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq solemnly 
stated to this House that, in accordance with an answer given to n 
question of Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, the vakils filed 242 npjK'als in 
1920, whereas the Paper Book Department prepared onh .‘IS pnjier books. 
My friends ought to have noticed that in that answer it was stated 
that in 1920 the vakils filed 242 appeals, not that they prepared 242 
paper books. There is a vast difference between the two. This is 
quite apparent from the last part of the answer winch mv friend Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Haq has forgotten to mention. The 242 appeals filed 
in 1920, dated from* 1915 onwards or, in other words, out of the 242 
appeals which the vakils filetj in 1920, many of them, at least some of 
them, took five years to pet ready, whereas the 98 paper books which 
were referred to as tin* work done by the Department are books pre- 
pared in that year. So von cannot compare the two This is an 
error into which mv friends seem to have fallen and which I thought 
it my duty to correct. 

I do not desire to say anything with reference to what my friend 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik has said regarding me, except this that 
T do not admit that he alone has the interest of the country at heart. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: T thought that I would not iuteivene in 
this debate, but as this motion has come before this House or rather 
this demand has come before this House for the third time, I decided 
that at least 1 should be made a wan* of the real facta before I gave my 
vote. The Gounod rejected this demand on two occasions and the 
demand has again been made for the third time. As soon as I came 
to know that the»demand had been made, 1 made inquine**and 1 have 
come to learn that the rates are still high. I was told that Maulvi 
A^K. Fazl-ul Haq in his speech stated that tin* vakils would be able 
to do the work at the rate of Re. l-fi-0, whereas tin* Pa|>er Book Depart- 
ment demanded Rs. 9. After that, I have been also told that 
the rates have been reduced In Re# 1-4-0. If that is so, then to me it 
seems that the rate, the existing- rate, after the rules have been modi- 
fied bv the High Court, seems to me to be lower than what Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-uul Haq said ought to be the proper rate. That is what has 
been represented to me and I think that Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, in his 
reply, would let the House know whether that was a correct represen- 
tation. I also read in the newspapers that the Paper Book Depart- 
ment could not do the work so expeditiously as the vakils used to do 
and in fact certain figures have been placed before this House. I also 
made inquiries about that and T was told that that was a fact: no 
doubt, but there were certain circumstances which must be taken into 
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* consideration. One of the circumstances pointed out to me. was that 
an initial deposit was made at first and after the initial deposit was 
made,, the Paper Book Department decided to do so much work as was 
covered by the initial deposit and for some reason or other the total 
cost was not deposited in the High Court, so that the High Court 
might finish the work. In a particular appeal if Rs. 200 would be 
required and if the initial deposit be only Rs. 50, the High Court is in 
a doubtful position whether the Government would pay the remainder 
or not. The Paper Book Department has decided that it would do so 
much work as would be covered by Rs. 50 and until and unless a fur- 
ther deposit were made, il would not proceed with the work further. 
It was represented to me that it was on account of this difficulty- that 
it could not do the work so expeditiously as it could have done if the 
entire cost, were deposited. I do not know whether that is a fact. 
The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Administration of Justice will 
enlighten the House on that matter and if that is a fact, then cer- 
tainly this delay may be explained. It was represented to me that in 
order to make out a case that the Paper Book Department could not 
do the work so expeditiously, the litigants did not deposit the cost, I 
ipean the entire cost, after depositing the initial cost. I do not know 
whether it is a fact. If that is so, then certainly there is some excuse 
for this delay. It is on these points that I want further information 
before I decide one way or the other. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Ihiring the last 
few days, a farce has been played in this Council. There was no dis- 
cussion upon any amendment excepting one, and upon that a division 
was called and 8ft- voted for it. On the rest there was no discussion 
except by those who sent in their motions; there was no division; and 
every motion has been lost and this Council has been made a laughing 
stock of the whole country. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Is the hon'blc member in order in referring to 
matters which have absolutely no connection with the subject under 
discussion ? 

Rai JOCEHDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: This Council should 
be in a position to discuss every motion that is before it — it is a matter 
of very great importance. If no time is given and motions are lost in 
this way (I must say that I was against a great many of these motions) 
people will say that this Council consists of fools only. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The rules will have to be changed 
then and if you want to do that, you will have to move His Excellency 
the Governor, 
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Mr. D. C. CHOSE: May 1 draw your attention to the expression 
used that the Council consists of fools? 

• 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 did not say 

that. I said that people would say that. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Why should Mr 1). C. Uhose 
ti ke objection to that? 

Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: Does the cap fit him? 

Rai JOCENMA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The matter is so 
very urgent that I, being a University member, had no time to sj>cnk 
on the TTniversity motion. * 

(fining to this motion, 1 should like to know what grounds the 
High Court made for asking us to revise our decision upon this matter. 
This Council decided that it would make no grant for the cost of the 
preparation of the paj>er hooks. WV gave our reasons for our deci- 
sion and it is not necessary to dilate on them to-day. I should like to 
know what are the reasons for distributing the old state of tilings. It 
is the habit of disturbing the old state of things that leads to heart- 
burning, agitation and disturbances all round the country. Why 
should the state of things be changed? It may be said that the Envy 
Council asked for it. The Privy Council only asked fo* a few cases 
above Rs. 10,000 in value and not for the rest oP the oases. The 
people of this country do not want it. They have unmistakablv 
shown their abhorenee of this measure.' The Hfe h Court pleaders are 
disgusted. All this is a matter of zid and nothing more than zid. 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has given the reasons of t lie High Court. I should 
like to know tiis own private opinion about this matter^ 1 should like 
him to say what is his own exjierience in the matter. Are Govern men l 
printed books necessary? In the first place, these paper lsKiks are 
necessary because most of the Judges are ignorant of Bengali. Why 
should the litigant public be made to pa\ so large a sum of money 
for bringing their cases before # thc Judges who a do not know Bengali? 
That is the first reason. The second is, why should not the litigants 
he allowed to have their own choice in preparing the paper books? 
Why should not the appellants and respondents be allowed to make 
their own paper books? There is a Ifcngali proverb that “ a woman 
who loves a child more than its mother is a witch." The High £ourt 
loves the litigant public more than the litigant public them- 
selves or their pleaders. That love is very suspicious. I say that this 
state of things cannot be allowed to go on. There is a great deal of 
strained feeling between the Judges and the pleaders because of the 
zid, the well-known zid of a certain Judge of the High Court. 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon*Me 
Sir John Kerr): I rise to a point of order. Is the member in order in 
referring to a particular Judge? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: You must withdraw it. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: I cannot withdraw 
the remark on the ground that it is unfounded, but I would withdraw 
it on the ground that it is not right. 1 have stated a fact. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: lie must withdraw the remark, Sir. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: Whatever you may think the facts 
to be, you must withdraw your remarks unconditionally. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I will not with- 
draw it unconditionally, 1 would rather withdraw myself from the 
Chamber. 

[The memlwu* then walked out of the Council Chamber.] 

Maulvi YAKUNUDDIN AHMED: This is the third time that this 
subject has come to the Council. After the passing of the Amusement 
Act, the Stamp Act and the Court-fees Act by this Council, the High 
Court or the Member in charge of the Judicial Department expects that 
if the motion be placed Indore the Council it will be passed. The 
members rejected the motion by an overwhelming majority — not bv a 
majority of one vote — on the last two occasions. I, therefore, think it 
is highly itnpro]>er to bring forward this motion in the Council a 
third time. It may In* lusted that some of those who voted against it 
formerly may vote for it now and they might have been won over. In 
mv opinion it is a luxury to employ translators for the preparation of 
paper books when there are highly qualified vakils with University 
education to do it. 

Under the circumstances, I oppose tne demand for the grant. 

Tho Hort’Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I need hardly remind the House 
that demands for the Paper Book Department were rejected on two pre- 
vious occasions by the majority of members of this Council. As regards* 
the constitutional position, it was briefly indicated by His Excellency 
the Governor in his address to the Council. As the House is well 
aware, it is the Government of India that is responsible for the adminis- 
tration of the High Court and not the Bengal Government. The Bengal 
Government, however, has to supply the funds for the adminis- 
tration of the High Court, but the Government of India is in a 
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position, with reference to the administration of the High Court/ to 
tell the Government of Bengal that certain demands of the High Court 
ought to be conceded. A question has also been raised as regards the 
position of His Excellency in a matter of this kind. The rule on this 
point will be found in the Instructions to Governors printed in the 
Council Manual, at paragraph T : — 

We do further hereby especially require and charge you that • 

all orders issued by our Secretary of State, or by our Governor-General in Council 
on our behalf, to whatever matters relating, are duly complied with. 

A complaint was made that 1 did not explain what the demand was 
for. The only reason was that I had made so many s]**eohes on this 
subject that I thought I should not take up the time of the Council 
by going over it again. JTowever, the position is this. The learned 
Judges of the High Court are resjioiisible for doing their own business 
and I • think it will he admitted by all fair-minded mem tiers of this House 
that it should he left to the learned Judges to say what is the proper 
procedure they should adopt in conducting their business. The unfor- 
tunate position is, that so far as preparation of the pajier hooks is con- 
cerned, a difference of opinion has arisen between the learned Judges on 
the oik? hand, and the vakils of the High Court on the other. It is 
jierfectly true that the vakils of the High Court for a long time have 
been preparing paper-books in what are called the first or regular 
appeals. The High Court received certain instructions from the Privy 
Council to the effect that cases that are likely to go up to the Privy 
Council on appeal should be prepared under the supervision of the High 
Court. And the learned Judges say that for some time in many of the 
paper books that were prepared by the vakils th£ work has not been 
satisfactorily done. I think any one, who looks at the matter in a fair- 
minded way, will agree with me that the Ilon’ble Judges are the liest 
persons to saT whether the preparation of the pap^ hooks should 
be done under the supervision of the High Court or the vakils and I 
respectfully but confidently submit that the decision arrived at bv the 
High Court in the matter should be accepted. After all, the learned 
Judges are quite alive to the responsibility of their position and they 
can be trusted n<ft to do anything by way of .changing the practice 
which has obtained for some time unless the.v are fully convinced that 
it is necessary to do so iD the interest of the administration. I further 
submit that this Council is not the projier body to decide the question, 
especially when the High Court is so efhphatic in its opinion, that the 
paper books which they have to deal with ought to be prepared under 
the supervision of the learned Judges. That, I submit, is a reasonable 
position, and, as 1 have said, in a matter of this kind, the opinion of 
the High Court ought to be given the greatest possible weight. At 
the same time, I do not for one moment suggest that this Council, which 
has been asked to vote a certain demand, has got no right to say whether 
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that demand is right or not, but when you have all the facts placed 
before you and you find that the learned Judges have repeatedly 
expressed* their opinion that we must alter the arrangement, then I 
submit that this House has discharged its duty. It has been said by 
some of the speakers, notably by Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq, who moved 
the first motion, that the High Court has not been able to manage this 
department efficiently. As regards that, they did not for some time 
prepare as many books as might be expected in the ordinary course, but 
it must be remembered that this department was started under the 
greatest possible difficulties. Although a nominal beginning was made 
in 1921, it was only in July, 1921, that the establishment was put in 
order and the department set properly working. We, have been watch- 
ing very carefully and you may take it that the learned Judges have also 
been watching the working of this department with a great deal of 
care. They will undoubtedly consider from time to time whether the 
rules ought to be modified or not. They have received deputations 
from the learned vakils and they have conferred and discussed the mat- 
ter with them. Having done all that, they have made some modi- 
fications in the rules which have enabled the department to work with 
more expedition and at a much less cost, than before. My latest infor- 
mation is tlmt, at the present moment, about 20 to 25 appeal cases 
are being prepared by this department. If they go on at this rate there 
would he no ground for complaining of any delay. As regards the 
cost, even the learned vakils could not do it for very much less having 
regard to the fact that wages and prices of materials have gone up. 
They themselves were not content with the old rates. We have laid it 
down and the High Court has accepted the condition that, whatever 
might happen, this department must he self-supporting, that is to say, 
no charge is to be made on the general revenues of the province for this 
department. The High Court has accepted this condition and they are 
trying their best to fulfil it. They have also agreed to an expert in 
accounts examining the whole system. We will depute the expert and 
that expert will advise us whether any fuither modifications are neces- 
sary. I submit to the House that they cannot expect the High Court 
to go further than that at this stage. There is also this to be borne 
in mind that the demand that is being made is for the rest of this year. 
The establishment is there, the staff has been engaged, the work has 
been taken in hand, and it is not reasonable to ask the High Court to 
disband the establishment altogether and turn out the employees caus- 
ing great inconvenience to the* litigants who will have to be told that 
nlth^igh we have taken their money we cannot do their work. I say 
this on behalf of Government that I am willing further to negotiate 
with the High Court to see if it is not possible for the learned 
Judges and the learned vakils to come to some sort of understanding on 
the point. After all some of the junior vakils used to earn something 
by preparing paper books and they have my sympathy. It is very 
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unfortunate that the High Court should be dragged into a controversy 
like this, for I think nothing could be further from the desire of the 
people of Bengal than that constant criticisms should be levelled *&t the 
High Court for making particular arrangements for the proper discharge 
of their duties. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: May I offer a jiersonal explanation? 
Mr. S. R. Das remarked that I had made a statement which was not 
correct and he expressed the hoj>e that I did not deliberately misrepre- 
sent the facts. All that I said was that the number of the printed 
pa]>ers prepared by the vakils was 242. 1 got this figure in a .reply 
to the question No. 282 asked by Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. Grant- 
ing that the paj>er books prepared by the vakils nnmliered 242 up to 
the year 1022, the average wauld be 80, whereas the average prepared 
by t lie High Court did not exceed 88 and our position is thus still main- 
tained. • 

The motion of Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Ilaq was then put to the vote. 
A division was taken with the following result. 


AYES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Waslmuddln. 
Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddln. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Rail Uddln. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Yakulnuddln. 

All, Mr. Syed Erfan. 

All, Mr. tyed Natlm. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Klshorl Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haflzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 
be, Babu Fanlndralal. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Chatak, Ral Bahadur Human). 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlul. 

Khan, Babu Oovendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamld-ud-dln. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Raflque Uddln. 


Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Muhammad Ershad All. 

Law, Raja Reshee Case. 

Mallik, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Moltra, Dr. Jatlndra Nath. 

Mukharji, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 
Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhon. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Mulllck, Babu Nlrodf Behary. 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shekharejyar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra Klshor. 
Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunlsh 
Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlshlndra Nath. 

Slnha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Or. 


NOE8. 


Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Ml, Munthl Ayub. 

Baaerjea, the Hon'ble sir Surondra Nath. 
Banorjoti Ral Bahadur Ab Inash Chandra. 
Ba»u, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Bote, Mr. S. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Kban Bahadur. 

Calvin, Mr. G. L. 

Craarferd, Mr. T. C. 


Currie, Mr. W. C. 

Das, ftU. S. R. 

DeLlsle, Mr. J. A. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 
Forrester, Mr. j. Campbell. 
French, Mr. F. C. 

Coode, Mr. S. W. 

Hlndley, Mr. C. D. M. 
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Huntlngford, Mr. C. T. 

Huq, Mautvl Ekramul. 

Kerr, the Hon'bie Sir John. 

Khan, M-. Razaur Rahman* 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajatfhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tho Hon’blo tho 
MoAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, tho Hon’bie Mr. P. C. 

Nakey, Mlrza Muhammad All. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur- 


Rauf, Mautvl Shah Abdur. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, R*l Bahadur Latlt Mohan Blush. 
Skinner, Mr. H. E. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Suhraorardy, Dr. Hatsan. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 38 and the Noes 45, the motion was lost. 
The original demand was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


The Council was then adjourned till Wednesday, the 12th July, 1922, 
at 3 p.m., at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 12th July, 1922, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Tlon’hlc the three Ministers, and 93 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Work in Registration Department. 

•LXXVII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CH AUDHURI : (a) Will the 
IToirble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education l>e 
pleased to state whether he is aware — 

( i ) that there has been an increase of registration work in the 
Registration Department ; 

(//) that the existing staff lias to cope with the increased work; 

(???) that the rule enjoining the completion of registration at least 
within three da \ s is not being observed in many registration 
offices; and 

(?r) iliaf tig* executants are being inconvenienced and put to loss 
on account of the delay in registration? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking imme- 
diate steps in the matter? 

( c ) Are the Government considering t lie desirability of taking steps 
to inquire what annual savings are effected in the tees realised for 
lengthy documents and to see if those savings can l>e utilised for 
redressing the grievances above referred to ? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) (i) There has been no increase* of 
legislation work. In fact registrations fell from 2,080,448 in 1920 to 
1,855,944 in 1921, ?.c., by 11 per cent, and for the first three months 
of 1922, for which figures are available, 482,028 documents were regis- 
tered against 572,298 documents for the corresponding period of 1921, 
showing & decrease ot 15 per cent. 


32 
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(ii) As the number of documents presented for registration is 
always fluctuating, the permanent staff is supplemented by temporary 
establishment. 

(in) There is no rule enjoining the “ completion of registration ” 
at least within three days, Rule 80 (Registration Manual) enjoins the 
prompt return of documents after registration. 

, (iv) and (b) Complaints have been received about the delay in regis- 
tration. The stock of Register-books for copying documents had unfor- 
tunately run short, but steps have been taken to replenish the supply. 

(c) During 1920, for which figures have been separately compiled, 
the fees realised under Article N of the Registration Fee Table for copy- 
ing lengthy documents amounted to Rs. 2,88,575 while Government 
spent Rs. 1,78,478 on temporary establishment only. 


Fan for Mr. G. R. Das in his prison room. 

•LXXVIII. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state the date when the use of a fan for Mr. C. R. Das was recom- 
mended by his doctor, and also the resj>ectivo dates, when orders were 
passed on the recommendation and when he was actually allowed the 
use of a fan ? 

(b) Is it not a fact that s]>eeial class prisoners who are allowed the 
use of fans have to bear the cost of these fans and of the electric 
installation ? 

(c) Will the TTorrble the Member be pleased to state what will happen 
to these fans after the release of the prisoners concerned? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Handle Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) The medical attendant to 
Mr. (\ R. Das recommended a fan for him on 22nd March; order was 
issued on 81st March and the fan was ready on 11th April, 1922. As 
Mr. C. R. Das was meanwhile removed to a room in the Indian under- 
trial yard on the upper ward which was comparatively cooler and was 
subsequently permitted to remain in it, the Superintendent asked for 
sanction on 15th Aprl to the installation of another fan in this yard 
also. Sanction was accorded on 28th April and the fan was ready on 
3rd May, J922. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) The fans will be taken away after release by the prisoners 
concerned. 


Inspection notes of non-official visitors of Alipore Central Jail. 

'LXXIX. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) WiU the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
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to lay on the table the notes of inspection, if any, by non-officials who 
have visited the Alipore Central Tail since December last? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased also to lay on the table 
the remarks of the Jail Superintendent, if any, on such notes? 

(r) Has any action been taken by the Government to give effect to 
the suggestions of the Jail visitors, official and non-official? If any 
action has been taken, will the Hon’ble the Memlior be pleased .to « 
state it? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) and (M The inspection 
notes by non-official visitors and the remarks of the Suj»ennte»idents on 
these notes are for the use of the Jail authorities and not intended for 
publication. Government do not therefore pro]M>se to lay them on the 
table. i 

(r) The Jail authorities do their l>est to give effect to such of the 
suggestions as are reasonable or practicable. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Ts the Hon’ble the Member in charge of 
the Department of Revenue (Jails) aware that extracts from the inspec 
tion notes bv a non-official visitor to the Dacca Jail have been recently 
issued to the Tress by the Publicity Officer, Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I am not aware of t hut. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : Will the Hon’ble the Memlier be pleased 
to state whether unlike insfx'etion notes by non-official visitors to the 
Alipore Central Jail, the inspection notes of visitors to the Dacca Jail 
are for the use of persons other than the jail authorities and intended for 
publication ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM* 'IV <|m-.s<ion tlml is now put 
is absolutpiv different from the question now on the list. T submit that 
it is not right for any meml>er when one particular quest iow is put down, 
that he should ask a number of questions which are reallv difficult to 
answer off-hand. T submit that the proper course is that if a question 
like this is put, notice should be given. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARQY: The Hon’ble Memlier should not usurp 
the functions of the Deputy-President. Tt is for «the Deputy-President 
to allow or disallow. 


Venereal diseaes. 

•LXXX. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government been drawn to the fact that a large number of prostitutes 
infected with venereal diseases flock to every fair or mein in Bengal? 

(6) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to 
the insanitary way in which these women of ill-fame often behave 

32 a 
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themselves by admitting a large number of people every day and by 
exposing themselves to the public view being often in huts of 7 feet 
by 3 feet without proper pardah or fencing ? 

(c) Are the Government considering tihe desirability of taking 
measures by which the influx of women of ill-fame and infected with 
loathsome diseases to melas may be prevented, by examination or other- 
wise, and also of introducing, for the benefit of young men, visible 
instruction by means of lantern slides or by cinematograph films show- 
ing the danger of venereal diseases? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) and (h) 

It is well-known that a large number of women of thb unfortunate class 
ordinarily ply their trade at fairs and nielas in Bengal and it is a matter 
of common knowledge that venereal disease is often prevalent amongst 
such women. Government have obtained no special information 
regarding the conditions referred to in question (?>). 

(r) The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill gives wider powers 
than the present Act. for the control of venereal disease. The Director 
of Public Health has been asked to consider the feasibility of projm- 
gunda work to instruct the illiterate classes on this subject of venereal 
disease; but primd facie it is clear that work on these lines can best be 
accomplished by local societies arranging for lectures for men only. 
The Department of Public Health would be glad to co-operate in any 
well-advised campaign of this kind. 

Admission into the Calcutta Medical College. 

•LXXXI. Dr. JATINDRA«NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to stc 4 e the names of the members of the Selection Board for 
admitting students to the Calcutta Medical College last year? 

(ft) Was it correct that no member excepting the Principal inter- 
viewed the candidates for admission? 

(r) If so, what w r as the reason? 

(d) Have the members of the Selection Board submitted any report 
of their work? 

(e) If so, wdll the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to place a copy of 
the report on the table? 

(/) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of ask- 
ings the members to submit their report soon? 

The Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAi (a)(1) Princi- 
pal, Medical College; (2) Dr. H. Suhrawardy, m.d., f.r.c.s. ; (3) Dr. 
Bidhan Chandra Ray, m.d., f.r.c.s.; (4) Rai Upendra Nath Brahma- 
chari Bahadur, m.a., m.d.; (5) Major T. L. Bomford, i.m.s. ; and 
(6) Dr. Nani Lai Pan, m.b. 
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(6) Government are informed that two members of the committee 
were present on two or three occasions last year when the Principal 
was interviewing the candidates. # 

(c) In 1921 — for the first time — every candidate was personally 
interviewed by the Principal with the full approval of the committee 
who asked "that they should be informed of his views so as to assist 
them in the selection of suitable candidates. The committee were 
invited to attend at these interviews which occupied two or three hours 1 
daily during a period of four to five weeks. 

(d) The reply is in the negative. No lejiort has been called for 
as it was not thought necessary and no complaint has ever been made 
about their work^ 

(e) The question does not arise. 

(/) The reply is in the negative. 


Mayo Hospital, Calcutta. 

•LXXXII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: („) Will the 
Hon’ hie the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment he pleased to state in detail — 

(l) how the Ma\o Native Hospital in Calcutta came into existence ; 
and 

(??) how the Professor of Ophthalmic Surgery in the Calcutta Medi- 
cal College has always been apiKiinted as the Surgeon- 
Superintendent of the said hospital? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of substituting 
the word “ Indian ” for the word “ Native ” in the Mayo Native 
Hospital ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BAN ERJEA : a,) a) The hospi- 
tal was originally founded in 1792 for Indian patient **11 ml refounded 
in 1874. The Report of the Governors for 1920 gives a full account 
of its origin. 

(n) There is nothing to show what originally led to the appoint- 
ment of the Professor of Ophthalmic Surgery as the Surgeon-Su|>eriii- 
tendent of the Mayo Hospital? The ap]K)intyient is made by the 
Governors. 

(h) This is a matter for the division of the Governors. 

Governing Body of Calcutta Medical College and Hospital. 

•LXXXIII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether there are any non-official Indian 
Members hi the Governing Bodv of the Calcutta Medical College and 
the Calcutta Medical College JTospital ? 
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( b ) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of 
admitting a few non-official Indians — both Hindus and Muhammadans — 
to the Governing Body of each? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) There is no 
Governing Body for the Calcutta Medical College and Hospital. There 
is a council to assist the Principal of the College in matters relating to 
lectures and such matters of hospital administration. It consists of 
the members of the staff and there is no non-official member on this 
council. 

(b) The reply is in the negative. 


Drinking water-supply in parts of Burdwan. 

•LXXXIV. Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Bocal Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to slate whether he is aware that there is a great 
scarcity of drinking-water in a large number of villages in the tluinas 
of Jamalpur, Ravna and Memari in the district of Burdwan, and that 
to this scarcity of good drinking water has been attributed the out- 
break of cholera in several of the villages? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps 
have been taken by the Government or the District Board to give relief 
to the distressed villages? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) The 

Minister has no special knowledge of any scarcity of drinking water 
in the areas mentioned. He is, however, aware that there was this 
year a general shortage of drinking water in the rural areas of Bengal. 
Government t cannot assume financial responsibility {pv rural water- 
supply which is the direct concern of the local bodies. The question 
of water-supply will, however, be considered in connection with anti- 
malaria operations. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Sittings of the Stfcnding Committee on Excise. 

157. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state the number of sittings of the Standing Committee on 
Excise during the last official year and how many of their recommenda- 
tions have been accepted by the Government? 



1922.1 


QUESTIONS. 


491 


MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE Aid 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): Four sittings of the Standing Committee <*n Excise 
were held during 1921-22. Under the rules its functions are advisory 
and its proceedings confidential. 

Babu AM ULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask hy whom these rules 
have been prescribed? • 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: They have l>een prescribed by His Excellency the 
Governor. 

Babu AM ULYA DHONF. ADDY: May I further ask as to whether 
this Council is authoi ised in amend these rules, so that the n*solutions 
of the Standing Committee on Excise Ik' subject to continuation by the 
Counryl and that they nia\ be binding on the Government as well? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: No 


Sittings of Standing Committee on Agriculture. 

158. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Jlon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industrie* 
l>e pleased to state the number of sittings of the Standing Committee 
on Agriculture during the last official year and how many of theii 
recommendations have been accepted by the Government ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Seven Sittings of the Standing Committee on Agricul- 
ture were lieht during the \ear 1921-22. Under tin* rifles its functions 
are advisory and its proceedings confidential. 


Sittings of Irrigation Standing Committee. 

159. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the TTon’hle the 
Memlier in charge of the Dejuirtmout of Irrigation he pleased to state 
the number of sittings of the Irrigation Standing Committee during the 
last official year and how many of their recommendations have been 
accepted by the Government ? # 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur W Burdwan): There were four 
sittings o$ the Irrigation Standing Committee during the last official 
year. The proceedings of Standing Committees are confidential. 
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Sittings of Land Revenue Standing Committee. 

160. .Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state the number of sittings of the Land Revenue Standing 
Committee during the last official year and how many of *heir recom- 
mendations have been accepted by the Government? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE! (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

There were eight sittings. Under the rules its functions are advisory 
and its proceedings are confidential. 


Overbridge between Khulna railway and steamer stations. 

161. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’bb the 
Minister in charge of the Depaitment ot Public Works aware that there 
is no railway overbridge connecting the railway and steamer stations 
at Khulna? 

(b) Is it correct that a man was run over and killed by an engine 
while shunting at the said station? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of constructing 
an overbridge at the station ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(u) Yes. 

(b) A man was run over and killed on the drd August, 1920; he 
was a trespasser and there was no evidence to show that he w T as pro- 
ceeding from he railway station to the steamer statiop. 

(c) No It, has been ascertained that jiersons are not likely to be 
run over, it they list* t lie authorised route between the railway station 
platform and the steamer station, which is over the level crossing and 
along the river front. 


Judicial and non-judicial stamps. 

162. Mr. 8. MAHBOOB ALEY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 

change of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, separately, the amount of revenue derived in Bengal 
during April and May, 1921, and during the same months in 1922, from 
the sale of — 

(t) Judicial stamps; and 
(it) non-judicial stamps ? 
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MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho Hon'bto 
Sir John Karr) : — 


April. 1921. 

May, 1931 

April, 1922. 

May. 1999. 

Its. 

Its. 

Hs 

Kb. 

(<) 31,28,464 

14,83,638 

29,73.547 

15,75,533 

(ii) * 8,04.225 

7,75,230 

7,25,834 

9,07,762 

39,32,689 

22,38,868 

36,99,381 

24.83,295 


The above figures exclude refunds. 


Births and deaths in Vishnupur (Bankura). 

163. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT! Will the Ilon’ble the Minister 
in change of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state the number of births and deaths in the subdivision of Vishnupur, 
district Bankura, during the last year? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 163 f showing 
the births and deaths of Vishnupur Subdivision in the district of 
Bankura for the year 7,9,2/. 



lllrtlw. 

Death*. 

• 


i 358 

631 

«►* 


237 

363 

594 

836 

797 

1,134 

. MM 

1,605 

2,115 

3,775 

i 1,482 

2,676 

1,231 

2,131 

• 

953 

1,644 


Total 


8,918 


14,496 
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8tud bulls in “ khas mahal ” areas. 

164.^ Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to stale whether any stud hulls are maintained by the Government in 
the khas mahal areas for the improvement of the breed of cattle? 

(h) Tf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Meml>er he pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(0 the places where such hulls are maintained; 

(n) the number of such hulls; and 

(Hi) the areas for which they are so maintained? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of maintaining such hulls in the khas 
mahal areas for the improvement of the br;*ed of cattle? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) The question does not arise. 


Statement referred to m the reply to clause (b) of unstarred 
question No. 164. 


(0 l’laoe where stud bulls are 
maintained. 

(«) Number of auch 
bulls. 

(Hi) Areas for which 
th«y are maintained. 

Hakarganj. 


^ Acres. 

Khopuparu (within colonization area) 

1 

112,288 

“Darjeeling. 



Chohobaati, Nunbong and Algara (Kaliiu- 
pong). 

3 

■ 

114,216 

Takdah, Bnrbotia, Puhingdung, Kingbongdera 
and Kizou blocks (West Teenta Kb as 
Mahals). 

5 

14,093 

Kulbong Khas Mahals 

1 

1,645 


Patuakhali High English School. 


165. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
he is aware that the Patuakhali High English School is working at a 
deficit and is in danger of being closed if the present state of things 
continues ? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ hie the Minister be pleased to state the amoulit 
of money spent by the Government for the construction of the building 
and the acquisition of lands for the purj>ose of the school? • 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that Ratuakhali is mostly 
inhabited by Muhammadans? 

(d) Is ft correct that three Government schools were oj>ened at 
Perojpur, Bhola and Jhalakati during the time of the partition # of # 
Bengal, but Ratuakhali had no Government school? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of provincial- 
ising* the High English School there? 

The Hon’ble Hr. P. C. MUTER: (a) Gove rnmcut have just been 
informed that the school is working at a deficit, which can be avoided 
by judicious administration of the available resources. The Divisional 
Inspector has been in communication with the school mi the subject. 
Government gives a grant of Rs. 1 So j»er mensem. 


(/>) The total requirements were — 

Rs. 

Land acquisition ... .. d,S2d 

Building 24,947 

Raiding the site* . . 2,000 

Equipment ... 2,(100 


Total d2,770 


Of this, local cont 1 1 hutions were Bs. (>,000 and* Government gave 
Rs. 20,770. 

(c) Yes 

(d) Yes. 

( c ) No. 


Probationer’s scheme in^the Bengal Judioial Servioe. 

168 . Matllvi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when the probationer's scheme is likely to lie introduced in the 
Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) ; 

( vi) what is the reason for the delay in the publication of the 
scheme ; 

(m) whether he is aware of the discontent that prevails among the 
^officiating Munsifs owing to the non -publication of the 
scheme ; 
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(iv) whether he will be pleased to lay on the table a list of the 
officiating Munsifs who have completed two years of actual 
service but are still drawing a salary of Rs. 300; 

(r) whether he will be pleased to state the date from which effect 
would be given to the scheme when published; 

( vi ) whether the delay in the publication of the scheme is due to 

any difference of opinion between the High Court and the 
Government ; and 

(vii) whether it is a fact that there is a vacancy in the existing 

cadre of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial-, if so, when did 
that vacancy take place and why is it not being filled up? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim) ' (?) and (h) It has been decided that the scheme 
should await the report of the Retrenchment Committee. 

(tti) The answer is in the negative. 

(iv) A list is placed on the table. 

(v) Vide answer to (?) and (?Y). No definite date can be given. 
(in) Does not arise. 

(vii) There is one vacancy with effect from 12th April, 1922, the 
filling up of which is still under the consideration of the High Court. 


List of the officiating Munsifs who have completed 2 years of actual 
service , hut are still drawing a salary of Rs. 300 per mensem , 
referred to in the reply to clause (iv) of unstarred question No. 166. 

1. Maulvi Altaf Ahmed. 

2. Babu Pratul Chandra Roy. 

3. Babu Sachi Kanta Roy. 

4. Babu Narendra Nath Sen Gupta. 

6. Babu Priyabrata Sen. 

6. Mr. Satish Chandra Bagchi. 

7. Babu Jyotirindra Nath Bagchi. 

8. Babu Naresh Chandra Chakravartti. 

9. Babu Indu Bhushan Biswas. 

10. Babu Nagendra Chandra Ganguli. 

11. Babu Anukul Chandra Sannial. 

12. Babu Ashutosh Das. 
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13. Babu Probodh Chandra De. 

14. Babn Ramesh Chandra De. 

15. Babu Dhirendra Nath Bagchi. 

16. Babu Bishnurath Sen. 

17. Bafiu Harendra Nath Banerjee. 

18. Babu Manmatha Nath Ghatak. 

19. Babu Gyanendra Mohan Haoladar. 

20. Babu Tridib Chandra Banerjee. 

21. Babu Ram a pat i Ghosh. 

22. Babu Charu Chandra Basil. 

23. Babu Brojendra Saftui Sannial. 

24. # Maulvi Tofail Ali Khundker. 

25. Babu Rabindra Kumar Basu. 

26. Mr. Mazheruddin Ahmed. 

27. Babu Bhabataran Mookerjee. 

28. Babu Shailendra Nath Chatterjee. 

29. Babu Narendra Nath De. 

30. Babu Ramesh Chandra Sen Gupta. 

31. Babu Satya Gopal Mukerjee. 

32. Maulvi Shahabuddin Ahmed. 

33. Lala Jogesh Chandra. 

• Daooities in Bengal including Calcutta.^. 

167. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that there has been a large increase in dacoities and 
serious crimes during the last few months ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to furnish figures show- 
ing the number of dacoities and serious crimes: ( i ) year by year during 
the last three years, and (n) between January, 1922, and 31st May, 
1922, with figures for the corresponding months of the previous years 
(the figures for Calcutta being given separately) ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) DacoiTy aid some other serious crimes 
have increased this year. 

(6) Statements are laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (h) of unstarred question 
No . 167 , showing the number of reported cases of dacoities and serious 
crimes during the last three years . 


In Bengal 
Outside Calcutta . 






Burolary. 



Tear 

! Murder. 

Dacoity, 

Robbery. 

With 

theft. 

Without 
theft an 1 
attempt. 

Theft. 

! ! 

1 

Riot. 

1919 

612 

1 

823 

J 

580 1 

, 39,972 

5,759 

32,144 

1,207 

, 

1920 

503 

! 

683 

: 

485 

' 

38.671 

5,355 

30,655 

1,359 

1021 

637 

i 

864 

! I 

540 

35.308 

4,565 

26,564 ; 

1 1,384 

In Calcutta. 

Tear. 


| Murder 

Dacoity 1 

Robber) . 

j 

Burglar) j 
1 

Theft 

i 

1 

Riot. 

1919 

j 

29 

I 

3 

45 

1,334 

5,962 

23 

1920 


28 

2 

99 

1,445 

5,985 

31 

1921 

'• ! 

26 

4 ! 

_ 1 

149 

1,460 

1 

6,276 

j 51 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause ( b ) of unstarred question 
No. 167 , Showing the number of reported cases of serious crimes , 
other than dacoities in Bengal outside Calcutta , during the first 
quarters of the years 1919 , 1920 , 792/ ant/ 7022. 



1 


Burolary. 



Quarter ending 3 let March. ' 

Murder. 

V 

Robbery. ; 

With 

theft. 

Without 

1 theft and 
attempt. 

1 Theft. 

Riot. 

1919 

110' 

166 

9,452 

1,475 

7,793 

1 

283 

1920' 

j 112 

i 

128 

i 

9,630 

1,368 

8,312 

330 

1921 ... .» j 

Hi 

145 

i 

9,431 

1,342 

7,081 

314 

1922 

134 

180 

8,372 

1,001 

6,130 

1 

458 

1 

i 


Note. —M onthly figure* up to May ar« not available. 
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Statement op serious crime in Calcutta, for the period 9 
1st January to 31st May. 


! 

Ifurdrr. 

i ; 

Robbery. 1 Burglary. 

! 

Tin* ft. 

• 

! km. 

• 



i 

l 


I 

1919 ... ... j 

5 


9 ! 

25 

2 294 

; i2* 

1920 ... .. j 

14 


27 j (if) 4 

2,308 

1 1 

1921 ... ... j 

i 

14 


05 j 5s0 

2,445 

15 

1922 

i 

9 


53 j 724 

t 

l 

2,428 | 

i 

18 


• 






Statement referred to in 

the reply to clause (h) of 

unstarred question 

No. 167 , showing number of dacoities reported. 


• 

In 

Bengal. 





Outside Calcutta. 




Mouth 

lir-'L*. 


j 

1921. 


mo 

! t oi ». 

i 

.January 

no 


i 

i M 


i 

74 

72 

l’el»ruar\ 

% 


1 * 


52 

07 

M iii c h 

142 


91 

• 

1.8 

|()0 

April 

125 


8.4 


55 I 

75 

Mav 

• 

j 109 


92 


(19 ' 

•' j 

81 

Total 

1 

| 582 


4 1 r. 

318 

395 



• 







In 

Calcutta . 

• 






• 




January to May 

3 


l 

• 


1 

3 


Separation of Executive and Judicial functions. 

168. Raja MANMATHA NATH R*Y CHOUOHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state when the report submitted by the committee formed by the 
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Government of Bengal to formulate a practical scheme for the separa- 
tion of the Executive and Judicial functions will be published? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, H. L. Stephenson): The member is referred to the answer 
given to an unstarred question on the subject put at the meeting of the 
3rd July, 1922, by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

Nawab Bahadur High School, Murshidabad. 

169. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased 
to state whether there was a proposal to raise the Murshidabad Nawab 
Bahadur High School to the status of a Secondary College? 

(b) If so, why has the proposal been held in advance? 

( c ) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving effect 
to the proposal ? If so, when ? 

(d) What is the initial capital amount of the Muni Begum Endow- 
ment Fund which was made over to Government by the Nawab Nazim 
of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, for maintaining, out of its interests, the 
above school and other religious and charitable institutions? 

(e) What is the total amount of the accumulated capital of the fund 
at present? 

(/) Is the amount of interest accruing from the accumulated capital 
sufficient to meet the non-recurring costs of equipment of a Secondary 
College as well as the recurring costs? 

The HorVble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

( b) The proposal was carefully examined years ago and, having 
regard to the funds available, it was not considered practicable to 
establish and i».iaintain a college in a district like Mmshidabad where 
one college already exists. 

(c) As at present advised Government do not propose to re-open the 
question. 

(</), \e) and ( / ) Details regarding the early history of the Muni 
Begum Deposit Fund are not available. This fund and others for the 
benefit of the Nawab Nazim and his family were amalgamated into a 
“ Nizamat Deposit Fund.” Subsequently in 1881 this fund ceased to 
exist and it was arranged that Government would give an annual grant 
of Rs. 30,000 to the Madrassa and High School which were later on 
amalgamated and are now known as the Nawab Bahadur’s Institution. 


8itting$ of Standing Committee on Commerce. 

170 . Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Eon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
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the number of sittings of the Commerce Standing Committee during 
the last official year and how many of tlunr recommendations have been 
accepted In the Government ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Sir John Kerr): One meeting of the Standing Committee was 
held during the year 1921-22. Under the ‘rules lor Standing Commit- 
tees their functions are advisory and their procisulmgs confidential.* 


Sittings of Public Works Standing Committee. 

171. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the lion hh the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Woiks be pleased to 
state the munlier of sitting:* of tin* Public Works Standing Committee 
during tin' last official yeai and how many of their ret omniondat ions 
have bum uccepled In the Government ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CH AUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The Standing Committee attached to the Public Works 
Detriment met on one occasion m 1921-22. Under t ht* rules its 
functions art* advisory and its piocccdmgs confitlcnt lal. 

Sittings of Marine Standing Committee. 

172. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the linn hh the 

Member in chaige of the Mai me Depaitmeut be pleased to state tin* 
nuinbet of sittings of the Marine Standing Committee during tile last 
ofiiciul \ear and how nianv of theii lecommemlatioiis have been accepted 
b\ the Government? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT* (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr): Two meetings of the Standing Committee were held 
during the year 1921-22. Under tin* rules for Standing Committees 
their functions are advisory and their proceedings confidential. 


Compounders. 

• 

173. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI; 

(< 7 ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in chafge of tin* Department of Local 
Self-Government be pleased to state the number of comjiounders uf the 
^Presidency of Bengal ? 

(b) Are they paid entirely by the local bodies? 

(c) Do Ihe Government pay any contributions to the local bodies 
for the service done by these officers to Government servants? 

33 
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(rf) If not , are the Government considering the desirability of con- 
tributing to the local bodies a ]>ortion of the pay of compounders? 

The Hcn’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Govern- 
ment do not maintain a list of compounders who are appointed by local 
authorities. ^ 

.(h) Yes, except in Government institutions where compounders are 
paid from provincial revenues. 

(<) No. \ erv few services an* rvndeied by eomjHHinders to Govern- 
ment servants. Government, however, contribute to local fund hospi- 
tals and disjKMisaries for tlu* medicines, etc., supplied from them to 
Government servants. 

(d) No. 


Professor of Midwifery in Calcutta Medical College. 

174. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon ’hie the 
Minister in clunge ot tlu* Dcpnitment of Local Self-Government, be 
phased to state — 

(/) Hie actual numbci ot hours of ela\s teaching per week done by 
tlu* Ibofessoi of Mnlwifciy in the Ualcutta Medical Uollego; 

{ 11 ) the total numbci ot hours ol class teaching done b\ liim during 
one calendar year; 

(/'0 the number of horns in the day tlu* Professor lias to devote to 
going roumd tlu* waids or attending cases in flu* Eden 
Hospitals ; 

(//*) whether tlu* Professor of Midwifen is assisted bv a ltesident 
Surgeon and a House Surgeon ; and 

\v) the salary tlu* present occupant is drawing for Ins substantive 
post and what allowances are attached to the ]K>st besides the 
salary ? 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) The aggre- 
gate ctf U hours’ teaching every day except Sundays is nine hours per 
week. In addition 5(1 hours’ lee t fires and 30 hours’ clinical lectures. 

(ii) Three hundred and fifty to four hundred hours at least. 

(iii) Eight to 10-30 a.m. every day, t.e., about 2A hours daily and 
much longer as is necessary. 

(re) Yes. . 

(v) Pay of rank— lls. 1,850 (including overseas pay). iLieutenant- 
Coloriel* i.m.s. (23 years) and Ks. 250 teaching allowance. 
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Municipality at .Munshiganj. 

175. Rai Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahadur: („) Will tba Ilon'hlo 
the Minister in charge of the Department of l.oeal Self-Government he 
pleased to state whether there is a municipality at the headquarters of 
the Munshiganj subdivision ? 

(b) lit so, what is the reason for the District Board of Dacca m'i>- 
posing to improve the subdivisiomU headquarters ? 

(r) If there is no municipality at the headquarters of the subdivi- 
sion of Munshiganj, is the Ilon’hle the Minister contemplating establish- 
ing one at an early date? 

The Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA : (a) The answer 
is in the negative. • 

(f>) This does not arise. 

(< ) Die answer is m tin* negatiw. A union board has been estab- 
lislied at Munshiganj in UfJO. Under (’haptei IV of the Village Self- 
(lovernment Act this Board has jKiwers to improve the samtar\ condi- 
tion of the locality. 


Mr. Biss’s report on primary education. 

176. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Uon’hlc the Minister 
in charge of the Department of balneation he pleased to state whether the 
leport on primary education by Mr Biss has been accepted by flu* 
Government and, if so, what steps the Government are taking to give 
effect tr> the said rejiurt? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER: Mr. Biss’s rejMirt has neither l>een 
aeee])ted nor rejected by Government. The ( Jovernfftent , however, 
have taken a number of preliminary steps to come to a decision on the 
subject. The acceptance of the re]>ort dej>end* on the co-ojierntion of 
the local bodies who have to provide their share of exjnuiditure by find- 
ing* additional resources by moderate taxation as suggested in tin* rejiort. 
For more than a year Government ha\e been actively trying to induce 
almost all the local bodies to take up the scheme and offered thorn the 
Government share of the expenditure* It is to be regretted, however, 
that as yet the response from the- local bodies lias liven anything buf 
satisfactory. The Education Department has accepted the offer of every 
local body that was willing to take up the scheme on a half-und*half 
basis. Final Government orders have been passed in many eases. 
Some of the cases, however, are under examination in other Depart- 
ments. A statement is laid on the table of the few local bodies that 
have acceptMthe scheme on a half-and-half basis with or without modi- 
fications. Soon after Mr. Biss submitted his report, Government 

33 a 
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issued a preliminary resolution No k 1284 Edn., dated the 2nd July, 1921, 
in which they laid down certain provisional views and asked for criti- 
cisms and suggestions of the public with special reference to a number 
of points indicated in that resolution. Government regret to state that 
the response of the public did not suggest any real or widespread 
interest in the important subject. Although Government Would take 
this opportunity of cordially acknowledging valuable criticisms and 
suggestions from a limited number of public men, with the exception 
of the British Indian Association, Government have not yet been favoured 
with the views of any other important public association. The report 
w T as circulated to all members of the Bengal legislative Council, Bengal 
members of the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State as also 
to all local bodies and the important public associations and the Press. 
The icport was further translated into Bengali and widely circulated, 
amongst others, to the members of the Union Boards, Local Boards, 
etc. The ^response from these minor local bodies too has not been 
satisfactory. The rejnnt was also placed before the Education Stand- 
ing Committee last year and some of the recommendations of the rejxjrt 
were accepted by the committee. As most of the local bodies did not 
come forward to pa\ their fair share of the exjxmditure, Government 
propose to make certain offers this year as an exj>erimenlal measure to 
half of the municipalities of the province, the terms of which would he 
substantially easier than those offered last year to many of the local 
bodies and they further propose to offer similar terms to about 75 Union 
Boards of the province. With this view certain provisions have been 
made in the supplementary budget which will be presented in this 
session and the terms will he made public when this budget is intro- 
duced. The probledi being a varying one and the solution depending 
on the local conditions, the ability and the keenness of the local bodies, 
it is not possilde for the Government at this stage to lay down a com- 
prehensive policy on Mr. Biss’s rei>ort. Government, however, propose 
to indicate their final decision in the matter as soon as a fairly large 
number of local bodies evince a real desire for the expansion of primal y 
education on improved lines. 


Statement showing list of schemes for Primary Education for which 
grants have hern sanctioned, referred to in the reply to unstarred 
question Xo. 176. t 

"(1) Yusufpur Union (Rajshahi). 

(2) Bhabakhali Union (Mymensingh). 
f3) Digharkundi Union (Mymensingh). 

(4) Sutrakhali Union (Mymensingh). 

*(6) Bhajanpur Union (Jalpaiguri), 
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(6) South Kharia Union (Jalpaigjiri-). 

(7) Jhikargacha (Jessore). 

(8) Kajbari Union (Faridpur). 

(9) Basirhat Municipality. 

(10) Uossipur-Uhitpur Municipality. 

(11) Nalchiti Municipality (Barisal). 

(12) Benodepuf Union (Noakhali). 

(Id) Karen dra Union (Midnapore). 

(14) Kasimpore Union (Maldu). 

(In) Indus, Patrasair, Sanbanda and Bikna Unions (Bankura). 
(10) Bozratek Union (Afalda). 

(17^ Bagnan Union (Howrah). 

(18) Bagerhat, Haruli and Tala Unions (Khulna). 


Plates and beddings for special class prisoners. 

1^7. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (n).Will tin* Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) j M * pleased to 
state 'w hether it is a fact that until ver\ iccently sj>eeial class prisoners 
had to eat out of iron plates whereas Furoj>ean ordinary criminals in 
jails are allowed enamel plates? 

(M Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the date when 
orders, if any, were passed allowing special class prisoners to have 
enamelled plates? 

(r) Is it a fact that the prisoners have to pay for suefi plates? 

(d) Are all the sjxuial class jnisoners supplied with l>edsteads, 
beddings, etc., like the Kimqieau ordinary criminals in jail; if no, have 
the sjiecial class prisoner^ to pay Jor them ? 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : <«) The answer is in the 
affirmative. 

(b) and (r) General orders for the supply of enamel plates as part 
of equipment of political prisoners were passed on the 7th June, ti)22, 
but in some cases piisoners were allowed to use their own enamel plates 
and Government also provided them m f*>me jails before that date. 

(d) Ye*; the special class prisoners are not required to pay for the 
bedsteads, etc., supplied to them. • 
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Telegraph office at Balia-Kandi in Faridpur. 


178. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
whether he is aware that there is no trlci/raph station within a tadius 
oi ten miles or 1 hereabouts of Baliu-Kamii in Faridpur? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is at that place a post-office, a thana, and a 
High English School, a rest house and also a charitable dispensary with 
several educated families in its vicinity? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for the opening of a telegraph station at this place? If so, when will 
it be oj>ened ? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) Government has received no representation from this locality 
for the opening of a telegraphic office. The member is referred to the 
rules applicable to such cases in Chapter X, Volume II of the Telegraph 
Manual. Should suitable guarantors l>e forthcoming to indemnify 
Government against loss in the working of such an office, Government 
will lie prepared to rider the application to the post and telegraph 
authorities for consideration. 


Committee appointed by the Senate on the Minister’s budget speech. 

179. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Has the attention of 
the lloii’hlo the Minister in charge oi the Department of Education 
been drawn to the resolution passed in the Senate of the Calcutta Cni- 
.veisity appointing a committee to draw up a statement on the points 
arising in connection with the speech delivered by the Hon’ble the 
Minister on the 1st March in the Council? 

(b) Has the said committee submitted their statement which was 
due on the UUh April last? 

(r) Will the 11 on’ Inc the Minister he pleased to place a copy of the 
report on the table? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Government has no official 
information but their attention lias l>een drawn to the subject by this 
question. Inquiries have now been made and it has been ascertained 
that such a resolution has been passed. 

(b) The Committee has submitted a report but the report has not 
been considered by the Senate. 

(cj No copy can be placed on the table at this stage. 
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180. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: ViH the 

Iloii’bU* the Minister in charge of the Depar tmout of Vublie Works he 
pleased to l#y on tlx* table a statement showing in detail, all available 
information with repaid to the proposal Reconnect tlx* town of Tangail 
by Railway with a suitable ]>oint in the existing rail-road leading to the • 
district headquarters nt Mymensingh ? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Tlx* member is in\itcd to lefei to -{n) tlx* information 
under the heading* “ Mymensingh and Dacca District Railways ” on 
page M2 of Volume II ol jlx* Admmisti at ion Report on Railways m 
India for the year 192H-21 ; and ( b) the repoit and estimates prepared 
by the Agent and Chief Kngineei ot the Tangi-Tangail-dnmalpur R-ail- 
way 1^17-1S Tlx* alignment ot this line lias been definitely accepted 
by the Rail\va> Board. 

A copy of each repm t referred to is placed on tlx* Library table. 


Venereal diseases in Calcutta. 

181. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: <x) Will the 
Ilon’ble the Minister m charge of the Department of Local Nclf-Govern- 
ment he pleased to state whether he is aware that venereal disease* .»r*“ 
very prevalent among the people of Calcutta? • 

(b) Are tlx* Government considering the desirability of making 
special arrange»nents for tlx* tieatnx*nt o! such diseasc.s^md of appoint- 
ing doctors with sjrecial reputation as s|H»cialist s in thos<* diseases? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: ( 0 Yes. 

(b) There is already a Voluntary Venereal Hospital at Alijrore and 
arrangements ha\e also been made to treat .siieh#disease in out-patient 
wards attached to the Campbell and the Medical College Hospitals. 
Government do not propose at pies(*nt to make any fnrthei special 
arrangements for this purpose. 


Assistant i 


182. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government Ire 



508 QUESTIONS. {12th July 

pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of Assis- 
tant Surgeons who are — 

(?) itindus; 

(it) Muhammadans; and 

(iti) Anglo-Indians? , 1 

*( b ) Will the Uon’ble the Minister be pleased to state also how many 
of these Assistant Surgeons have been raised to the office of Civil 
Surgeons from each of t lie abovemeni ioned three communities? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

Total number of Civil Assistant Surgeons — 1G4. 

(?) Hindus ... . . 159 

(?/) Muhammadans . .. .. 5 

(/?/) Anglo-Indians 0 

104 


Of these 1 Hindus ha\e been laiseil 1o the office of Ci\il Surgeons, 
viz., 7 permanenth and 5 temporarih and one Muhammadan tempo- 
rarily 


Schemes on Council resolutions. 

183. Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: (??) Will the 
TTon'ble the Minister in (‘barge of the Department of Agi iculture and 
Industries he phased to lay on tin* table a list of the scheme* in the 
Department of Industries refened to in resolutions carried or accepted 
by the present Council with the approximate cost for each? 

(b) Of these schemes, how many and which have been given effect 
to and the extent to whi< h they have been given effect to? 

(r) lfow mam and which of these schemes have been held up fur 
want of funds? 

(d) How many and which o 4 ‘ these schemes do the Government not 
pro}H»se to accept ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (??). (b) and (r> A statement supplying the information 
is laid on the table. 

(d? The question does not arise. 
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List of schemes in the Department of Industries referred to in resolutions 
carried or accepted hy this Council , referred, to in the reply to un 
starred question No. 1S3. • 


Serial 
No. i 


Subject. 


Establishment of a Tech* 
nological and Agricul- 
tural College in Calcutta, 
affi dated to Calcu'ta 
Univeisitjr. 


Establishment of a Com- 
mercial School with n 
Museum attached in 
every division of liomral 


Raf Jogemlra 
Clumsier 
Ohoee 
Bahadur. 


llabu Am uly ft 
Dhouc Addy. 


Oonstruetion of permanent I llabu Indu 
pudding* for Mainumati I Bhushan 

Surve> School | butts, 


Grant of n dozen scholar- 1,’ajn 


ships every year 
deserving graduate*! find 
undergraduates of the 
U III V> miles of CiileiHtft 
and Dacca for Tci nun al, 
Industrial and Agrnul- 
turul training in foreign 
unis e miles. 


maths N'atli 
ltay Chou 
•Ihury . 


Proviiioiallsatinn of Dublin Khan Bahadur 
'J ecliuicul school. \S nsiinuddlli 

Ahmed 


Establishment of an Indus- 1 llabu Atnuh i 
trial school with a work- bbone Add). 
Hhop attached in every 
division uf Bengal. 


Raising the nUtus of the 
Calcutta Commercial In- 
•titute to that of a Com- 
mercial College for 
higher commercial atudy 
up to Commercial degree. 

Appointment of a mixed 
committee of official and 
non-official expert* for 
investigation and report 
on the problem of un- 
employiBent of the educa- 
tional middle claw in 
Bengal. 


Bnbu K labor i 
Motmn 
Chandhuri. 


Uai Rad ha 

(hiran Pal 
Bahadur. 


4th April, 921 


5th July, 1WI 


13th July, 1921 


14th Ju|\. 1V2I 


/ml Il.-c 

p«ai. 


2nd Decs tuber, 

1#S1. 


23rd February. 

m.'. _ 


30th March, 
1922. 

t 


Government an* already proceeding ♦ith 
the scheme tor the eHtahlishinent of a 
Technical .'school in Calcutta and uii 
Agricultural Institute at Dacca and 
until tn«n‘ have stai ted work, no < fleet 
cun Ik* gi 'i'll to the resolution. 

A scheme has been prepared for the 
esUildfshu ent of two ( ’ommercial 
Schools dining 1922-23. nud noceswary 
pioviston made in the supplement si y 
estimates fm Julv session The nlti- 
mate eost of the two hcIiooLs i» estimat- 
ed at Its U.5MXI eupitul and 1U. .13,(24 
r* cnrmig 

A project fm the count! uction of perma- 
nent tnuldiugs Is under considci ation. 
As the coii'.truction of |Msrmauoiit build- 
Inga will take time It lias Im-qii tin tiled 
to locati* the school in t<ni|a>iaiv bu Id 
ings in the nn antime A sum id 
Us (i,5fiu has been provided In the 
supplemental \ oxlliiiato foi the Jills 
session f« *r ttu coiiht ruct ion of leni|H> 
rary buildings. 

Pi nu to the iurioduerhm of the Is foiuis 
lout Mats* lei hmcjil Sclmlurships were 
allotb d tn lh-nga | at olie I line. Steps 
are miss fteing taken to eoiitimie this 
Hu in ht'l from vein to Ve«i. Foi this 
pm pose piovisiun lias liecn Hindi tn ilic 
Hupplciiientiii \ .sf (mates loi Jills nom|on 
foi tin giant of two new T<ilmj<al 
si 1 ol ii ships Full < flWt to the roNfilu 
t mil i aiiiiot be given until the fluaiii lal 
condition improves ’I lie eimt of a 
Kcliolarship is £2011 }>lut £40 hoinis a 
V'ftr mid a second clan* passage to and 
from England at £t>l or Ita. 1,00) lor 
< a< h j(gii lies , 

It Is proposed to gis* rfT e t to the icnO- 
lut ,on from 1st August. 11*22 Provision 
fm lids pm pose has |ei'l» IMftdl in the 
aiipph tin ntai v i aLlinati s for July aearlon. 
Ks, mint, d i ost Its 1 2,HuO (air annum. 

It is ] imposed to establish 5 Junior Tech * 
nh al si IiooIk with Industrial classes 
ntt idie | ns funds permit. Two schools 
will t»e started during tin current year 
and ncefhH.il \ provision has la*»n made 
hi (lie supplementary eat i mail's for J u ly 
session. Ibsti mated cost per whool l«- 


tl^utal cost 
Recurring 


Tinder consideration 


Under consideration. 


Hu. 

20,000 

21 , 00,1 
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1 Demands for Grants. 

31.— Education (Transferred). 

Motions for reduction. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): I ought 
to remind members that we have got only 15 minutes at our disposal 
and that there are about 34 motions, on different questions, and I think 
that it would facilitate matters if the llon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter were to 
explain to the House anything in connection with these amendments, 
and most probably some of the members might think it proper to with- 
draw their amendments. So, I would ask the Hon’hle Mr. P. C. Mitter 
to say what lie has to say with reference to item No. 197. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 think that we have got half an 
hour. We began at 3-30 j\m. yesterday and left at 5-30 i\m. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I rise to a point of ordei. 'Plus sort of questioning the 
President’s version as to the time at our disposal is not dignified. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: There may be a mistake in calcula- 
tion. I am not questioning the legality or the authority or the pro- 
priety of the Deputy -President's decision. I am entitled to point out 
that we began a( 3-30 r.M. and that is my right. I am entitled to point 
out; that we left at 5-30 r.M. and that is my right. I am entitled to 
say that Me have taken only two hours and that half an hour is still leit 
and that is my right. I am entitled to point out that possibly the 
Deputy-President is mistaken in his calculation. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: It was not 5-30 r.M. but 5-45 r.M. 
when we left off. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: If that is so, 1 am wrong. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: May 1 suggest that as each amend- 
ment is moved. 1 may explain in a minute or so. the point of view ot 
the Government ? 

Owing to the absence of Babu Annada ('Imran Dutta, the following 
motion, standing in his name, was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“That the demand of Rs. ' 7,(100 under head *31. — Education — 
Sehtvne 5 ’ be refused." 

The following motion, standing in the name of Maulvi A. K. Fazl- 
ul Haq, was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 3,115 under head ‘ 31. — Education (Trans- 
ferred) — Scheme G ’ for the appointment of a temporary Physical 
Adviser for Hygiene, be refused." 
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Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I n*>ve that the demand 
of Rs. 3,115 under head “31. — Education (Transferred) — Scheme 0“ 
be refused. • 

This is a proposal tor an annual increase of Rs. 5,340 for the main- 
tenance of certain officers and offices with the idea of '* systematising 
school and college athletics ” whatever thaj may meau. We know all 
Government colleges and schools are provided with paid gymnastic 
masters and drill teachers. All the aided schools and colleges have to 
set apart in their budget, as a condition of the Government grant, a 
sum proportionate to their monthly expenses to be exclusively devoted 
for sports and games. On no account is this sum allowed to be 
encroached upon. In the private college's and schools, the interierence 
of a Physical Adviser will not be tolerated for a day, not to speak ot 
two years. 1 fail to understand what is meant by calling this proposed 
* ‘ organiser for systematising school and college athletics,” a Physi- 
cal Adviser for the promotion of school and college hygiene. Is it 
exacted that this organiser of athletics is also going to lecture on the 
science of hygiene to the students of 52 colleges and 500 high schools 
of the province ? Somehow it appears that the present Government 
generally, and the transferred side in particular, are obsessed with the 
idea of peripatetic methods of treatment for all evils that boys’ flesh is 
heir to. 

ThO Hon’ble Mf. P. C. MITTER: Sir, there are only 15 minutes Jett 
and I suggest that speeches may be limited to a minute. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 think that the other 
motions will have to suffer, but 1 must have my tpne. If you do not 
want nif^ to say anything, that is another matter. I wonder how this 
Government dignatory will manage to devote his precious moments 
snatched between travelling from trains to steamers aiyl steamers to 
trains in imparting lessons in hygiene and athletics. I* also wonder 
how the Principals and Head Masteis will tolerate the interference with 
their ordinary seiious work by such travelling advisers. I am strong- 
ly of opinion that the teaching of hygiene should Ik* made compulsory 
in all the lower classes of all higU. schools and the work of organisation 
and systematising of athletics in colleges and sehbols should he entire- 
ly left with local committees, any undue interference from outside will 
only create fresh Roubles and increase of correspondence and im lease* 
of clerks to carry on the correspondence *and then Registrars to look 
niter those clerks and so on and so on. I, therefore, oppose the dennuid. 

The Hon’bKe Mr. P. C. MITTER: Regard being had to the time at 
my disposal, I shall briefly explain to thy House that this is nothing 
new. We used to spend about Rs. 7,000 to Rs. 8,000 before. ]>r. Gray 
and Dr. Segard, as my friends here know, were Physical Adviser^ to 
the Government. They used to advise not merely the Government 



512 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. . ’ ' [12th July 


schools but also private schools. The Hon^ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea’s college had the advantage of Dr. Segard’s services. I was 
interested in the South Suburban School which also took advantage of 
his services. The idea is to help the students. For about two or three 
years during the war we had no such officer. My sanction is for an 
I.E.S. officer. I have got a young Bengali gentleman, who belongs to 
our service, and who went on his own initiative to England and under- 
went training in the Sheffield University in Anatomy and Physical 
Exercise. I am going to appoint him in the Bengal Educational Service 
at a much chea|**r expense than we used to incur. I am sure that the 
Council will approve of it. I do not think that the subject is such that 
1 need take much time. In a province where 71 per cent, of our popula- 
tion die before they are 30, 85 per cent, before they are 40, and 93 per 
cent, before they are 50, physical education is of the utmost importance. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Owing to the absence of Balm Annada Charan Dutta, the following 
motion, standing in his name, was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Its. 1,155 under head ‘ 31. — Education — 
Scheme 12 9 be refused.” 

The following motion, standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
H»(j, was, b\ leave of tin' Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of IN. 1,155 under head ‘ 31. — Education (Trans- 
ferred) — Scheme 12 ’ for the revision of the pay of Mr. T. G. Barker, 
Head Master, Nawab Bahadui’s Institution, Murshidabad, be reduced 
by Rs. 555.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand for 
a sum of 11s. 15,000 under head “ 31. — Education (Transferred) — 
Scheme 17 ” be refused. 

This motion is a necessary corollary to ray motion* to refuse the 
demand for Rs. 3,115 for Scheme No. 6. Most of the secondary 
Government schools have got their play-grounds or playing-fields. 
In Calcutta these play-grounds are obtained by the resjieotive school 
authorities from the Calcutta Corporation or from the maidan author- 
ities. The Athletic Adviser, if appointed, would go in for acquisition of 
land, which would prove an impossibility in Calcutta and enormously 
costly in the mufassal. In the interior the Collectors of the districts 
always secure these fields -as free gifts from the generous landowmers. 
The Managing Committees can* very well select these play-fields and the 
Inspectors, whose number is legion, can approach the respective Collec- 
tors and thus avoid the cost and delay of the process of acquisition. The* 
money thus saved should go to make primary education free and com- 
pulsory in the villages. ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: It is one of the great surprises 
in my life to find that my friend Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, who 
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is himself a medical man, should urge so strongly against the improve- 
ment of physical health of the students. 1 

Rfti Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur s I protest against (hat. 1 
have never said that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The provision of Hs. 15,000 For 
numerous schools in the whole province, I consider to be utterly inade- 
quate. I do not think that 1 need take up the time of the House by 
prolonging my remarks. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Rfli Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 move that the demand for 
a sum of Rs. 0.250 under head “ 31. — Education (Transferred) — 
Scheme 18 , for supply of %j>orts material to schools, be refused. 

I am surprised to find that the Hon’ble the Minister thought that 
1 was h gainst the improvement of the physical health of the students. 
It is not at all a correct interpretation of my speech. 

I am afraid the framer of the remarks for the demand for “ spirts 
material ” does not know much about the “ remoter villages ” about 
which he pleads. There are no villages near or remote where the boys 
are not keen about “ football,” etc. It uppers that it. is also not known 
to that writer that the Government-aided schools, without exception, 
have to set apart month after month in the acquittance roll of the 
school, a projiortionate sum for the purchase of footballs and other 
equipments for games. These sums added to the monthly subscription 
of each boy attending the school and realised along with his school fee 
go to form an adequate sum with which these equipments are yearly 
bought and renewed. These organisations in the town and mufnssal 
schools are working very satisfactorily and the Assistant Directors of 
Public Instruction, Divisional Ins]>e< tors, District Inspectors, Sulxli vi- 
sional Insjiectors aided by the Sub-Inspectors have their eyes on these 
funds and they all scrutinise about their receipts and expendint me. I, 
therefore, move that this demand for Rs. 0,250 be refused, and I request 
the Minister to spend the sum on primary education. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MIT+ER: I need noW add anything to wlmt 
I have said, excepting this that this sum of Its. 0,250 is indeed a very 
small grant. At the present momeht in tfye Government schools we 
supplement what the boys themselves paj T in support of the games’ fund 
by certain grants and I am providing for similar grants to private 
schools. I think that it is a move in the right direction. • 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I withdraw my motion that tlfe 
demand of Rs. 85,000 under head “ #1. — Education (Transferred) — 
Scheme 19.” for increased grants of schools, be refused. • 
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' Babu INDU BHUfljHAN DUTTA S I move that the demand of 
Rs. 85,000 under head “ 31. — Education (Transferred) — Secondary — 
Scheme ) ( J” for increased grants-in-aid to schools, be reduced by Rs. 50. 

My motion is intended merely to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to certain facts which go rather against my own division of 
Chittagong; and I should liky to ask him to be good enough to pay parti- 
cular attention to that. In answer to a question of mine in this Council, 
I found that during the year 1020-21, out of 62 applications for recur- 
ring grants-in-aid coming from the Eurdwan Division, 40 weie granted; 
out of 86 applications from the Rajshabi Division, 20 were granted; out 
of 85 from t tie Presidency Division, 8 were granted; out of 25 applica- 
tions from the Dacca Division, 18 were granted; and out of 84 applica- 
tions from my poor Chittagong Dvision only one was granted, only *»ne 
solitary school got the grant, and knowing that many schools of Cue 
Chittagong Division have suffered more than in any other division, may 
1 draw the attention of the Hon’lde Minister to the pitiful condition of 
the schools in my division, and hojx* that those schools may receive a good 
share of t his grant-in-aid ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 am glad that my friend Bahu 
Indu Bhu, slian Dutta has drawn my attention to the matter and I shall 
certainly look into it, but 1 am afraid it is not possible to answer the 
question off-hand. The Department always tries to deal with all appli- 
cations faiily, but it does not necessarily follow from my remarks that 
the matter does not require to be looked into. These applications are 
ordinarily dealt with by divisional inspectors, hut whatever ipay be the 
position, the department will look into the matter. If I find that 
Chttagong has not been fairly treated, T will take necessary action. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: In view of the promise made by 
the Hon’ble Minister, 1 beg leave to withdraw the met ion. 

The motion* was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand of Rs. 1,00,000 
unde!* head “ 31. — Education (Transferred) — Scheme 20 , ’* be refused. 

1 beg to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that, 
in tin* list of institutions, 1 do not find the name of a single Muhammadan 
institution. There are many Muhammadan girls’ schools both in 
Calcutta and in the mufassal, and 1 hope the Hon’ble Minister will 
please see that some of these Institutions may come in for their share 
of aid. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: As regards the point mentioned 
by my friend Maulvi Fazl-ul Baq, he is, perhaps, under a misapprehen- 
sion. It is (juite true that in the list of institutions there is aot a single 
Muhftmmndan institution riiid this is due to the simple reason that there 
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is no college or secondary school for Muhammadan girls, lm( lowfr 
down he will find in the list a provision of Hs. 21,000 for middle schools 
and a provision ot Es. 30,038 for }mnchu\ati schools. These #are pro- 
visions made for middle and panchayati schools which consist ol h(»th 
Muhammadan and Hindu schools. The Muhammadans will conn* in 
not only foi "their share of this grant, hut regard being had to the hack- 
ward condition of girls' education m their* commumU , the\ will come 
in for more than their ordinary share. 

The motion was then, by leave of the t'ouncil, withdrawn. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 mo\e that the demand tor 
a sum of Es. 1,00,000 umlei head “ 31 — Education-- Advancement of 
Female Education of Bengal — Scheme 20,” he reduced b\ the sum of 
Es. 2,700 budgeted against “ Social Service League.” 

1 am sorry to find myself confronted with the fact that the question 
of Social Service League has become mixed up with the question of 
advancement of female education in Bengal. 1 am in an unloitunate 
position as 1 hap]>en to he on the woiking committee of this League. 
Its office L situated in Calcutta, and I am told that this League is going 
to ojh 1 n a girls’ school at Mymensingh, one of tin* remotest distiicts ol 
Bengal. The place where it is proposed to ojhmi the school is in a sub- 
division which boasts of at least one pi unary school in each village. 
The case up]>ears to me to he similar to that of ruling Lower Bengal 
from Simla. The District Board has got its Assistant Inspector of 
Schools, the subdivisions have got Deputy Insjiectors and each thana has 
got its i>eripatctic Sub-1 ns]>ectoi . If un\ school deserves any encourage- 
ment, the Assistant lnsjiectress of Schools on the s]x>t has only to recom- 
mend for a special Government grant, but 1 fail t<* see how the Social 
Service League, with its headquarters in Calcutta and with ourselves 
as their wanking members, will help in the matter. 1 am afraid most 
of this sum is b#und to be swallowed up by travelling amLother exjienscs. 
The Social Service League has a distinct function — — * 

[At this stage, the time allotted for the discussion of this head 
having expired, the memlx^r was not allowed to proceed further.] 

The motion w r as then put aud lost. 

The following motion was, in the absence of*the member, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTT A: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,00,000 under head 4 31. — -Education — Scheme 20,’ be reduced by 
Re. 1.” 

The following motions were then put separately and lost. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 44 Thai the demand of Es. 1,55,000 
under head # ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) — Scheme 21,’ for school 
buildings in union boards, be refused.’’ 
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Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: “ That the demand for Rs. 1,55,000 
under head ‘ 31. — Education — Scheme 21,’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 47,000 under head * 31. — Education — Scheme 22,’ be refused. ” 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: “ That the demand of Rs. 47,000 
under head * 31. — Education — Scheme 22/ be reduced by Rs. 100/’ 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI; “ That the demand for Rs. 10,000 
under head ‘ 31. — Education — Scheme 23,’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: “That the demand lor Rs. 15.000 
under head ‘ 31. — Education — Scheme 24,’ be reduced by Rs. 100.’ 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That f the demand of Rs. 4,200 
under head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) — Scheme 27,’ for four posts 
of subdivisional inspectors of schools, l>e refused.” 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: “ That the demand for Rs. 30,000 
undei head 4 31 .--Education — General Scholarships — Scheme 30,’ l>e 
reduced by Re. 1.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: “ That tlie demand for 
Rs. 100 under head ‘ 31 .—Education — Scheme 31,’ be refused.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: “ That the demand for a 
sum of Rs. 045 for female teachers’ house-to-house visitation under head 
‘ . — Education (Transferred) — Miscellaneous — Scheme 32,’ be 
refused.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: " That the demand for a 
sum of Rs. 4,000 for grant to the Student Welfare Committee under 
head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) — Miscellaneous — Scheme 33,’ 
be refused.” »• 0 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: “ That the demand for a 

sum of Rs. 3,800 for instruction on hygiene under head * 31. — Educa- 
tion (Transferred) — Scheme 34,’ be refused.” 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ £hat the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred),’ be refused.” 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

tylr. BIJOYPROSAD SINCH ROY: “That the demand for 
Us 8,47,G43 under head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred),’ be reduced 
by Us’. 4,200.” 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCS ROY: Would it not be better if you put 
the whole page at once instead of putting the motions ono by one? 
Thttf would save a lot of time of the Council. (Laughter.) 
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The original demand that, a sum of Rs. &47.G43 be granted for 
expenditure under head “ 31. — Education (Transferred) ” was then put 
and agreed to. • 


32.— Medical. 

The Hon* We Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I move flint • 
a sum of Rs. 3,08,127 be granted for expenditure under head 
“ 32.— Medical/’ 

It is not necessary for me to refer to the various points that have 
been mentioned in the Statement that is before us. In replying to 
the amendments that will lie placed before the House, I may have -to 
deal with them, but. Sir, I <Jes%re, in this connection, to refer to a matter 
which is not exactly covered \v « his supplementary demand for grants 
but wlych is very pertinent to, tin* questions that are before us. 

I desire to explain to the House the |H)liey of Government in regard 
to two medical schools which find no place in the demand for grants. 
The poliry of Government is this: Government have approved of tin* 
erection of a Medical School at Chittagong as already promised by me. 
This will be proceeded with next year after Mymensingh. Mymensmgh 
will he taken this year. If the financial position justifies it, Chitta- 
gong will be taken next year. It is im]K>ssible to give a definite promise' 
as regards the actual date, hut 1 am jH»rsonall\ very hojx'ful that the 
funds at mv dis]K)sal will lie sufficient to (‘liable the school at Chitta- 
gong to be proceeded with next year. I desire to make this statement 
in order to remove any misapprehension that may exist in regard to this 
matter in the absence of any statement from me* 

With these remarks, T move that a sum of Rs. 3,08,127 he granted 
for expenditure under head “ 32. — Medical.” 

Motions for reductions. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 0,500 under head “ 32. — Medical — Scheme 4,” be refused. 

I rise with a good deal of hesitation to move the motion for refusal 
of the demand for grant to the Eden Sanitarium at Darjeeling. Jt is 
an institution of undoubted public utility and one cannot help such 
institutions too liberally. Then what iff the reason why I, a medical 
man, has put forward this motion for refusal of the grant,? Is* it 
because this sanitarium is a Eurojiean institution? 1 say — “ Certainly 
not.” I deprecate racial hatred and racial bias from an Indian towards 
a European with as much vehemence as *1 condemn such a tendency 
from a European towards an Indian. 1 want reciprocal fair play and 
justice between man and man, irrespective of white, brown or bfack. 

34 
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I am aware of the fact tfiat the Eden Sanitarium has been founded by 
private endowments and v is largely maintained from the same source. 
1 do not \fo‘fih to criticise the wisdom or the spirit of toleration and breadth 
of view of the founders of the institution who have thought it desirable 
to extend their .charity and help to one particular class of human beings 
to the exclusion of others. Your house is your castle, admit whomso- 
,eveK you like, exclude whomsoever you wish. But I maintain, Sir, one 
cannot extend this principle to a public or quasi-public and Government 
institution and exclude one community therefrom without causing mis- 
understanding and bad blood. Look at the example of the Presidency 
General Hospital in Calcutta. The doors of this institution were open 
only to Eunqieans and those classed as Europeans in the peculiar 
nomenclature of Government which included Anglo-Indians, Eurasians, 
Jews and Armenians. All Indians, irrespective of their social or 
educational status, were excluded. A past member of this Legislative 
Council, who is now a member of the legislative Assembly, brother of 
a High Court .fudge, son-in-law of a Minister of Government and him- 
self a member of the^Bar-— a barrister commanding a large practice — 
one day bv mistake partook of some ]>oisoned food. He applied to the 
Presidency General Hospital for relief and, in spite of all he could do 
to press the urgency of his case, lie was not attended to, .and was sent 
back by the Emergency Officer. A child of a present memlier of this 
Council was suddenly taken ill at night and after trying in vain to 
get a doctor at t.!fct hour of the night the little patient was taken to 
the Presidency General Hospital. Admission was refused. The mother, 
an English lady, vehemently protested against this heartless treatment 
and stubbornly refused to take her child away. What was the result? 
It was a tragedy, the child died of convulsions and hyper-prexia. I 
have given you only two examples of the serious consequences of such 
rigid mles based on racial prejudice and distinction obtaining in human- 
itarian institutions and hospitals. The Eden Sanitarium is not a con- 
valescent Home for Europeans; it is nothing but a European Hospital 
for the town of Darjeeling. Is not the Civil Surgeon of Darjeeling the 
Superintendent of the Sanitarium? Is not a Government Assistant 
Surgeon, the House Surgeon? Are not the Clewer Sisters from the 
Canning Home, in charge of the nursing arrangements there? It is 
indeed a little replica of the Presidency General Hospital of Calcutta 
and it is for this reason that I oppose the demand unless racial dis- 
tinction is abolished from thi^ institution. Suppose, if a person like 
Mr. S. R. Das, the Advocate-General of Bengal, thoroughly English in 
every way, is in need of admission into the Eden Sanitarium, he will 
certainly be refused admission because the rules are rigid. Apart from 
utilising public servants in tVeir management and administration, the 
authorities of the Eden Sanitarium have now come forward for a grant 
from ( public revenue to be voted by the members of this Council, the 
representatives of the people of Bengal — those people who, in their 
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hour of need, are excluded from that institutiou ! Have we lost Ml 
#ielf-respect that we should vote money for ail institution where such 
racial distinction and racial inequality prevails? 1 am perfectly certain 
that every non-official member of the House, EurojieaTi and Indian, will 
support me and refuse this demand unless this racial distinction is 
abolished frtmi the Eden Sanitarium. If' this principle cannot' he acted 
upon, then recall the Right Ilon’ble Srinivasa Nustri from his tour in 
(the Dominions and cease agitating for equal rights for Indians in Kenya* 
and other British South African Colonies and dissolve the Rac ial Dis- 
tinctions Committee. I believe the reserved areas are in the charge of 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. The Maharajadhiraja Baha- 
dur of Burdwan is the recognised leader alike of the ]x k ople and tho 
landed aristocracy of this country; his towering jiersonality is a source 
of strength not only to Government, hut also to us. I am jierfectly cer- 
tain he will give this matter his j>ersonal attention and see that colour 
is no J>ar in the reserved areas which are now under Ins charge. 

With these words, 1 move the motion standing in mv name that 
the grant to the Eden Sanitarium at Darjeeling l>e refused. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I cannot usefully add anything to 
wliat Dr. Suhrawardv has said. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 doubt whether the grant to 
the Eden Sanitarium cun come under — grants to hospitals and dis|s»n- 
saries — as it is neither a hospital nor a disjxMisary. It is only an 
exclusive hoarding house for convalescent Europeans and Anglo-Indians, 
where the charge }>er head is lielow tin* actual cost, the deficit being 
met from the endowment supplemented b\ the tea jjanters of the district 
as well as all the Eunqiean firms in Calcutta who send their assistants 
to the hills. The racial distinction and exclusiveness is vcr\ pionounced 
and offensive *n this institute. The Anglo-Indian Culruttn merchants 
and the tea planters, though anxious to keep up the cordon of racial 
hatred round this boarding house, evidently are not willing to bear their 
fair share, but anxious to take tax-pavers’ money, for tins kind of en- 
dowed and exclusive institution. While in this connection, I have to 
remind the Council that the Ijowis .Jubilee Sanatorium — an institution 
open to Indians of all nationalities without any (fist i net ion of caste and 
creed — is not in the receipt of an.v help or subscription from the 
Governmental purse. In the face of this racial inequity, it would he 
the height of impolicy to help an institution* like this. This grant, 
moreover, cannot come under the major head “ Medical,” which •lias 
only six sub-heads, viz: — (1) Medical establishment, (2) Hospitals and 
dispensaries, (8) Grants for medical purpose, (4) Medical Colleges and 
schools, (5) Lunatic Asylums, and (<?) Chemical Examiner. The 
demand for* this glorified rest house can come under none of these six. 
In any case, a special establishment for the benefit <?f a particular 
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class maintained by a particular community to give effect to racial 
prejudice should not be assisted from the tax-payers’ general fund. 

The following motion w r as, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: " That the demand of Rs. 6,500 
under head ‘ 82. — Medical — Scheme 4,’ J)e reduced by Rs.* 1,500.” 

The Hotfble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: 1 am sorry that my friend Dr. Hassan Sulirawardy, for 
whom I have a genuine regard and esteem, should have brought in this 
question in a spirit from which the racial aspect could not entirely 
be obliterated, and, in consequence, he has not been able, although he 
started his s[>eeoh by saying that he moved it in- no spirit of racial 
antagonism, to avoid the racial question. Rai Di. ilaridhan Dutt 
Bahadur has, however, taken a different line, but before I turn to the Rai 
Bahadur 1 should like to explain generally w T hat the position regarding 
the Eden Sanitarium is. 

The Eden Sanitarium, it is true, w'as started as a memorial to Sir 
Ashley JOden, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, for his services to the 
Darjeeling hills. Among the contributors to that sanitarium was my 
predecessor, the lale Maharajadhiraja Aftah (’hand Mahtab Bahadur 
and when this sanitarium was started, it is equally true, that the 
racial question was not thought of. Later on, the Indian communities 
considered that in the salubrious climate of Darjeeling they would like 
to have a sanitarium of their own, and this was originally started by 
an Englishman, who was held in high esteem and who was then the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, the late Mr. Low’is. Now the 
Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium, as Raja Maniloll Singh Roy will probably 
bear me' out, caters for the Indian public generally, and if the epitaph 
“ a glorified rest house ” could be at all applied to an institution, it 
could l>c more fittingly applied to certain sections of tlnf Lowis Jubilee 
Sanitarium than to the Eden Sanitarium. But the main point that 
W'o have got to consider is not to take the Eden Sanitarium in the 
same light as the Presidency General Hospital for the two things are 
really very different. It is true that the Eden Sanitarium is not like 
an ordinary hospital, but nevertheless/ it is a hospital and it is essen- 
tially a hospital. If, as Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has been 
informed, certain convalescent Europeans have been staying in this 
place as paying guests, it dnly shows that they did so because the press- 
ing needs for the maintenance 1 of the Eden Sanitarium were such that 
those public-spirited Europeans to assist the finances of the Eden Sani- 
tarium did that, and not because that is the general practice, and 
further a change has been made since 1920, since when the rules have 
been made more rigid regarding its being utilised as a hospital generally. 

Now coming to the racial questions, first of all I am softy that my 
frientf Dr, Hassan Suhrawardy mentioned such irrelevant matters as the 
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Presidency General Hospital with regard to the Eden Sanitarium 
because, as I have said, the two really stand on I a very different footing. 
It may be true that the Eden Sanitarium caters only for the.Euroj>eun 
population in Darjeeling, and that may l>e a matter for regret to 
some. But may I ask my friend why is it that before he asks this 
racial question or what he considers a racial question to be removed 
from here, that he does not move the Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium authori- 
ties to make it jxissible for Europeans, who go to the Eden Sanitarium,* 
to go to the.Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium also? “ What’s sauce for the 
goose must also be sauce for the gander.” 

But apart from that, there is another aspect which must not lx* for- 
gotten. Why is it that the Indian, who has adopted EurojxMin habits, 
does not first of all see that the Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium caters for 
his section of the Indian jAiblie too ? Why should he be anxious, 
because he has adop^d European habits, to always hobnob with Euro- 
peans in European hospitals, apart from the racial question. As regard* 
the racial question, I may say that there is really no racial question 
in the Eden Sanitarium; it is true that in practice no Indians have 
been taken in, but I say that the moment the Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium 
were to admit Eurojieans and make it possible for EurojMMins to go there, 
t hen it would Ik* time enough to ask for the same concession .in the 
Eden Sanitarium for Indians. Everybody who goes up to Darjeeling 
thinks that it would not lx* dignified if he did not live in Eurojx'an 
style in Darjeeling where things are probably eheajx*r to live in Euro- 
pean style. But that is not the jxiint, the ]>oint is why should Indians, 
who have adopted European habits, first of all pi ess to go to Eurojiean 
institutions and say, “ you must turn out the inmates to make room 
foi us; we have adopted European habits, you must cater for 
us.” Why should they not go to the Indian institutions and say, “ you 
must cater foj us according to our requirements in the same way as 
you are catering for our orthodox brethren — we have adapted Eurojiean 
habits.” Then having catered also for Eurojiean* in the Lowis Jubilee 
Sanitarium, it would be time to ask the Eden Sanitarium to remove 
the bar. I shall now just read out a Tittle extract from what the 
Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling has said regarding the question of 
the Eden Sanitarium. He says: — ” The Civil Surgeon has taken the 
opinion of the Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium authorities on the question of 
admitting Indians into the Eden Siftiitariury, and they are opjxMed to 
the suggestion. If the Eden Sanitariujn is ojxmed to Indians, the 
Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium would be ruined ”; so it will be evident that 
the Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium authorities do not want the change. 

Then coming to the racial question he ‘ says, that ” the medical 
authorities of the Sanitarium would, in case of emergency, not refuse 
admission io an Indian patient.” That shows there is really no bar, 
although, in practice, for the sake of both Indians and Europetfhs in 
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Darjeeling, I, as an IrjMian, would strongly recommend tliat it would 
be much better to leave things as they are for the present at any rate. 

As regards this grant, it has been said that no money should be 
given to a charitable institution of this kind ; in that case to-morrow 
it might be said that we must starve European education entirely. I am 
sure that Indians are not so' mean or narrow-minded as to deprive this 
institution which has so far been maintaining itself, but is badly in 
need of money at present, otherwise, they would not have come to Gov- 
ernment for assistance. For these reasons, I hope the members, who 
have wished to reduce this grant, will withdraw their motions. 

Dr. HA88AN SUHRAWARDY: After having heard fiv>m the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur that there is no bar to the admission of 
Indians to the Eden Sanitarium 

The Hon’ble* the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN ! In n:iH<‘.s of emergency. 

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: Yes, in cases of emergency, at 
present and 1 am hoping the Ilon’ble Member will see that in future 
this concession is granted in ordinary cases also, as has been done in 
the Presidency General Hospital, in Calcutta, by the Hon’ble Sir 
Surendra Nath Bannrjea, who has passed orders removing the colour 
bar, I beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Dr. HA88AN SUHRAWARDY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,200 for the Salary of the pathologist under head “ 32. — Medical — 
Scheme 7,” be refused. 

The main reason for the refusal of the demand for the salary of the 
post, of pathologist in the Presidency General Hospital is based on the 
fact that it has been the custom for the Surgeon-General with the 
the Government of Bengal from the beginning of the introduction of 
the Reforms, to put before the Standing Committee proposals of this 
nature for discussion with the Hon’ble Minister, as President, the 
Surgeon -General and* the Secretary in charge of the Medical Depart- 
ment, as Government* members. This particular item is an addition 
to the ordinary cadre of fhe Presidency General Hospital and it ought 
to have been discussed and th ( e non-official views of it submitted before 
the Hon’ble Minister who would have then considered whether it was 
practical or not from the Government point of view to adopt them 
and in that case there would have been no necessity for me to move 
this motion. But since this ,has not been done, and thought necessary 

bv General Deare it has become necessary for me to move this and 
* ... * +• 
oth^r motions regarding other items which had not come before the 

Standing Committee for discussion. Tliej Standing Committee is a 
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body, elected by the non-official members of this House as their repre- 
sentatives, and we have got a duty by t he jlouse, as this House has 
got a duty by its constituencies, to know how and why public money is 
going to be spent, and why the cadre of a service is increased or 
reduced, specially as we now find that a Retrenchment Committee 
has been •appointed to inspect every item of expenditure. Since we 
find that this additional expenditure is going to be incurred, naturally 
we wish to know the reason, and since we have not been consulted, J 
move that the post of the pathologist l>e deleted, because in my opinion 
the ameothetist is quite competent to carry out the duties of a patho- 
logist, his duties being only to administer amesthetics to jKiiicnts 
going to be operated u|x>n in the morning, a duty which has hitherto 
been performed by one of the House Surgeons in the Presidency General 
Hospital. If he is given opportunities of learning the work of a 
pathologist also we get a man who, when transferred to a mufussal 
hospital, will be very useful with his double experience of pathologist 
and amesthetist , nnd combining efficiency with economy. 

SURGEON-GENERAL with the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL 
(Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. Wilson): I have heard with interest what 
my colleague and friend Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy has said with regard 
to the omission of my predecessor in office. 1 am sorry the Standing 
Committee were not consulted on the matter. 

With regard to the proposal, which is now before the House, I wish 
very strongly to support it, as 1 know from ]>ersomil exjH‘rience that 
there is absolute necessity for this post. The question has arisen as 
to whether it is absolutely essential that, wo should have a separate 
appointment of a pathologist or whether we could not expert another 
officer to do this work in addition to his own duties. The services of 
a pathologist to a hospital should he a whole-time appointment as his 
work in thi^ institution is of vital importance. The question of Patho- 
logy is closely associated with the advances of mednml science, and it 
is necessary for a pathologist to he a man with special and exjiert 
knowledge of the particular work. It would be impossible in my 
opinion to exjxvt a House Surgeon or a House Physician to take up 
this special work in addition # to his own duties nor would he be suffi- 
ciently trained in it. We must have an ex^iert who has had special 
training. The Surgeon-Superintendent of the Presidency General 
Hospital has also pointed out the* necessity for the Appointment to the 
institution of an X-Ray Specialist. # Recently, due to the generosity 
of the Royal Calcutta Turf Club, the Presidency General Hospital bus 
been equipped with an up-to-date X-Ray apparatus and if no expert 
is appointed to carry out the work in connection with X-Ray examina- 
tion of patients in the hospital the jmtients will lose the advantages 
and the # apparatus will deteriorate and lose in its value. TTp to dati 
the staff of the hospital have not been able to obtain the fijl value 
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frcrm its equipment because they have not had a whole-time officer to 
carry out the duties. |'he work requiries an expert officer and one 
who has had the necessary training in Radiology. I should say the 
ordinary medical practitioner is not qualified to conduct this kind of 
examination. N These appointments for this important institution have 
been pending since 1913, but owing to financial stringency ‘and to the 
demands for medical officers ‘for war requirements, they could not lie 
♦ provided for. For the reasons stated, I Strongly support the grants 
asked for. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 wish just to 
add one word to what has been said by Colonel Wilson. This is a small 
item. It seems to me that Dr. Ffassan Suhrawardy’s complaint is that 
this matter was not laid before the Standing Committee and discussed 
by them. Thin was not done in this case, and 1 consider that it is perhaps 
a grievance. I am free to admit it. But the matter being so small, I 
hope nly friend will withdraw his motion. 

Dr. HA8SAN SUHRAWARDYs After what I have hoard from 
jthe Hon’ble Minister and the Surgeon -Gen oral, Lieutenant -Colonel 
Wilson 1 withdraw this motion and otheis for the refusal of the demand 
for grants, which were based on the fact that Surgeon-General Dearc 
did 7iot place them for discussion before the Standing Committee and 
thus acted against the principle and practice recognised by his prede- 
cessors. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was also, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — , 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: ” That the demand of Its. 090 
under head ‘ 32. ?— Medical — Scheme 11 ” be reduced by l Rs. 90.” 

Dr. HA88AN SUHRAWARDYs 1 think Government has already 
taken action with regard to this matter, r/>., that the House-Surgeon 
of the Howrah General Hospital should Ik* a Civil Assistant Surgeon. 
I therefore do not press inv next motion* 

It was as follows : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 1,$00 under head ‘ 32. — Medical 

Scheme 15/ be refused.” 

Rfii Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand for 
a sum of Rs. 1,800 under head ”32. —Medical— Scheme 15” be refused. 

Some time ago, I elicited f*om the Hon’ble Minister in charge how 
both the initial qualification, the quality of teaching as well as*the period 
of study for the Civil Assistant Surgeons were of much higher order 
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than those of the Military Medical students who are recruited with*a 
special eye for the requirements of exclusively ijilitnry work. I fail to 
understand how the llon’ble Minister . 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Coode): 1 list* to a point of order. 

I might shorten the discussion if 1 informed Rai l)r. Haiidlian lhitt 
Bahadur that Government had already decided that we should rocmn- . 
mend to the Government of India that the reservation of these posts to 
the Military Assistant Surgeons should cease. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: In that case, I beg leave to 
withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion wifs, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN PUTTA: ^ That the demand of Rs. 1,800 
under head ‘ 32. — Medical — Scheme 15 ’ be reduced In Us. 100.” 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 move that tbe demand 
of Rs. 50,000 under head “ 32. — Medical — Scheme 19 be reduced by 
Rs. 25,000* 

I do not object to tlie principle of the grant. My reason for object- 
ing to the demand is that provision should first of all be made for the 
maintenance of some thana dispensaries by the District Hoards with 
special loans taken from Government. The whole sum mentioned in this 
grant will, I think, not be neeessan this year. Tlieie are several dis- 
trict sadar dispensaries in need of special help from Government and a 
portion of this grant may very well la* utilised foi* that purpose, say 
about Rs. 10,000; that will be sufficient at least for this year. It is in 

this view’ that I move that the demand be reduced by half. 

• • 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: The need of dispensaries in 
the mufassal is very great and we would have been glad if a higher sum 
could have been provided in this supplementary budget for giving aid 
to local bodies to open up new’ dispensaries. Many of the members 
would have been glad to votie for it if a sum of Rs. 5,00,000 were 
demanded for this purpose instead of this paltry sum. I come from 
Dinajpur, the area of which distinct 4,000 square miles and I would 
have been glad if you could hava, opened 40 dispensaries there. We can 
utilise the whole sum, I mean to sav, on*; district can utilise the whole 
sum if it is given to-day.’ The sum as given here is very small and lam 
astonished that my friend Babu Kishori Median Cliaudhuri is going to 
curtail it. If the motion is carried and this paltry sum is curtailed, 
then many of us would be put to great difficulty. 1 therefore, hope the 
House will refuse giving its support to Kishori Babu’s motion and pass 
the original demand of Rs. 50,000. • 
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The Hoti’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I must express 
my unqualified surprint at the motion of my friend Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri who is always such a stout champion of medical aid for the 
rural areas. My friend will remember — I think his memory will carry 
him back to last year — that a resolution was passed in this Council 
against the views of Government in favour of the establishment of a 
dispensary in each thana, and when we try to give effect to it — it was 
against our views — we loyally accepted the resolution and circularised 
the District Boards — when we try to give effect to the resolution of the 
House, my friend comes forward with a motion to reduce the grant. 

Babu KISHORJ MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
of opinion that the whole of this sum will be spent this year? If this 
is so, I do not object. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: As much of it as 
we can. I cannot make a promise. I cannot say the whole of it will 
be spent. It will very largely depend upon the District Boards. If 
they can make the necessary arrangements, the sum will be spent. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: If it is likely to be spent, 
I do not object ; 1 withdraw my motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA j I am afraid my 
friends is in league with the Finance Department. 

The motion was then, by leave of t he Council, withdrawn. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : I move that the demand 
of Rs. 1 ,00,000 under head “ d2. — Medical — Scheme 20 ” be reduced by 
.Rs. 50,000. 

Here, also, 1 think that tin* whole sum is not likely to be spent this 
year, it is in this view that 1 move this motion. I see that the 
amount is to be utilised for giving grants to some other dispensaries. 
If there is a by chance that the whole sum will be spent this year, I am 
quite willing to withdraw the motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: How can I give 
an assurance which does not lie within my power? It is for the 
district hoards; if they like, the whole amount may be spent. It all 
depends u]xm the progress of their work. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I want to know whether 

there is any chance of the whole amount l>eing spent this year . 

4 The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I cannot say and 
I decline to answer that question. I cannot dwell upon chances. 

Babu KISHORI M0HA<N CHAUDHURI: I do not like to stand in 
the way of this expenditure and, therefore, withdraw myjnotion. 

' The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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The member bein^g absent, the following ir#>tion was deemed to*be 
withdrawn : — I 

• 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: *• That, the demand of 
Rs. 60,000 under head * 32. — Medical — Scheme 22 1 be refused/’ 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I* move that the demand of 
Rs. 50,000 under head “32. — Medical — Scheme 22,” for grant to* the* 
Calcutta Hospital Nurses Institution, be reduced by Its. 25,000. 

This is a grant to the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Association, and 1, 
as a citizen of Calcutta, should not object to it, but I think that we 
should do justice not only to Calcutta but also to the mufnssal area. It 
appears that under Scheme 20 for the extension of medical relief in rural 
areas, only a lakh of rupets has been provided. This is in accordance 
with the resolution passed by this Council. This Council resolved that 
adequate medical relief should be accorded to the rural areas, and pro- 
posed to make some contribution to 400 disiMMisaries in the mutassal 
area. May I ask whether a sum of one lakh is sufficient for the main- 
tenance of 400 dispensaries in the mufassnl area? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: May I point out that the member is still discus- 
sing the question of rural dispensaries. The motions under that head 
have been withdrawn. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: M y contention is that it i* not 
fair or consistent to make an additional contribution of Rs. 50,000 to the 
Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution, having regard to the tact that 
only a lakh of rupees has been sanctioned for niedjcul relief in the rural 
areas. It appears that the expenditure of the institution has greatly 
increased in recent years, whereas there has been little alteration in the 
Government contribution which is fixed at Rs. 75,000 » year. It is now 
proposed to increase this by Rs. 50,000. This institution applied to the 
Calcutta Corporation for a grant and got Rs. 20,000. They again 
applied for an additional grant of Rs. 10,000. I may say that the 
Calcutta Corporation went into the details and rejected it ; we are not 
„ informed- of the number of nurlss, their salaries and allowances, and 
what increments of salaries and allowances are going to be given. I 
beg to suggest that an additional grgnt of Rs. 25,000 may be sanctioned, 
or that the total grant to this Nurses’ Institution may be one lakh of 
rupees, specially in view of the fact tha* only a lakh of rujves has been 
given for medical relief in the rural areas throughout the • 
whole province of Bengal. 

The following motion was, by leave ^>f the Council, withdrawn: — 
8HAH-8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 50,000 
under head ‘ 32. — Medical — Scheme 22 ’ be reduced by Rs. 20,(Jb0.” 
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• Dr. HA88AN SUHRAWARDY: I wish to say just a few words to 
give certain informatio^ to my friend Babu Amulya Dhone Addy. This 
questiori B wus very thoroughly gone into by the Standing Committee where 
all the three medical members — the representatives of this Council — 
agreed that a sum of Rs. 50,000 should be contributed towards the gen- 
eral nursing fund. Babu Amulya Dhone Addy will be ple&sed to hear 
that by giving Rs. 50,000 we are going to get a value of Rs. 1,75,000 worth 
of work from these nurses. The Medical College Hospital group — the 
Medical College, the Eden Hospital, the Prince of Wales Hospital, the 
Ezra Hospital, the Eye Infirmary, and the paving blocks — get the benefit 
of the services of tin* nurses of this institution the maintenance of which 
costs Rs. 1,75,000. If we do not contribute this Rs. 50,000 they would 
withhold the services of these nurses, with the result that public revenue 
will have to find the money for the paymen^ of these nurses because we 
cannot neglect this most important group of hospitals for our Indian 
patients. Now is it not a sound business proposal that we shoujd give 
Rs. 50,000 to get Rs. 1,7b, 000 in return? 1 hope Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addy who is a shrewd business man, Will see the reasonableness of the 
demand and withdraw his motion for refusal. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I think it is my duty to 
stand on this occasion to give my support to the Hospital ‘Nurses’ Insti- 
tution and oppose my friend’s motion. 

Several years ago, when I was connected with the Hospital Nurses’ 
Institution Governing Hoard, I had occasion to find that the work that had 
been done by these nurses was extremely desirable, and that work has been 
improving from year to year. We feel the necessity of these nurses in 
the city of Calcutta so much, that I think it would be ridiculous for any- 
body to deny that body. But 1 find that some of the members of this 
Council are prejudiced against the institution because they think that 
the entire work, of these nurses is devoted to the Eurojitfati side; I can 
assure ms friends that this is not a correct view. I have a paper in my 
hand from which I find that 49 per cent, of the patients nursed by these 
nurses are Indians, and it is within our knowledge that almost all the im- 
jxirtant hospitals for Indians in Calcutta cannot do without the services of 
these nurses. 1 sicerely wish that the, day will not be far distant when 
every hospital in Calctftta will be able to avail themselves to the services 
of these nurses. ♦ 

I would like to ask my friend, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, to consider 
how these rinses hazard theinlives by the bedside of patients stricken 
witlj cholera, plague and other infectious diseases. Is it proper for us 
to decry them ? As a medical man, I fully realise the dangers of nursing. 
These ladies who come forward to take up the profession of nursing 
certainly deserve our sympathetic consideration. 

I do admit, Sir, that it would be much better if we had*had a large 
number of Indian ladies forthcoming to take up this profession. I have 
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been trying my best to induce a number of them to come and join this 
profession, but those of us who have been workfig on these lines realise 
how difficult it is to get suitable Indian, ladies to embrace the profession. 
This is a condition of things for which we are sorry— it is almost a 
matter for reproach to our community— and I ho|>e that in two or three 
years, we stfall lx* able to recruit an adequate number of Indian ladies 
as nurses. Then, T believe, the prejudice which is now hing in the 
minds of some of my friends will vanish. So let us snppoit this pro- 
posal unanimously, for the nurses are doing a lot of good for us and 
they deserve our sympathy. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA : There remains 
but little for me to add to what has already been said in sup|x>rt of the 
grant which has been put inlhe demand by Government. Rut I want fo 
mention two facts in this connection, which, fierhnpK, an* not known to 
the Council. In the first place, we have appointed a committee for the 
purpose of going into the accounts and the financial position of this 
institution. The institution is suffering from financial difficulties, and 
these* difficulties are growng from year to \ear. Government usually 
make* a grant of Its. 75,00(1 a year. This year, the grant had to be* raised 
to Rs. l,25,00(Tin consequence of these* difficulties. It was pointed out 
hy the Hon’ble Sir John Ken that this was a very unsatisfactory state 
of things, and that the whole matter should be* thoroughly gone* into, 
and a committee has accordingly been appointed by Government in this 
connection. I hope that, as a result of the labours of the* committee, 
some way will be found on t of the evei-recurring difficulties which con- 
front the* institution. 

• 

The next point to which T desire to call attention is that a considerable 
boely of opinion exists tn this Council, and, I believe*, also in tin* 
press to the effect that means should 1 m* found for tin* training of Indian 
women of the resjiectable classes as nurses. With this view we* have* 
appointed a committee which is to recommend to Government measures 
for attracting to the profession of nursing resjx*etablc Rengali ladies, 
and also for making suitable arrangements for tin* training of 
Indian dhais. My friend, Rabu Ajmilya Rhone Ae^ly, has referred to tho 
need#of nurses in the mufassal, and T think the* labours of the committee 
might help us in meeting this want. I»hope, having regard to the opinion 
which has been expressed here, and to the action which the Government 
have taken in this matter, my friend w i 1? sec liis way to withdraw- his 
motion. 

Babtl AMULYA DHONE AODY: After what T have heard from the 
Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn 
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« The following motions, standing in the name of Dr. Hassan 
Suhrawardy, were, by ^»ave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 3,000 under head ‘ 32. — Medical — 

Scheme 26 ’ be ref used.’ ’ 

“ That the demand of Rs. 2,500 under head ‘ 32. — Medical — 

Scheme 20 ' be refused.” 

“ That the demand of Rs. 600 under head 4 32. — Medical — 
Scheme 30 9 be refused/' 

“ That tllfc demand of Rs. 550 under head ‘ 32. — Medical — 

Scheme 35 ' be refused/' 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand for 
Rs. 550 under head “ 32. — Medical — Scheme 35 " be refused. 

The prevailing idea working in the mipd of the Hon'ble Minister 
appears to Ik* that the Military Assistants are more efficient, and their 
work more arduous than the Civil Assistant Surgeons. If that be his 
decided opinion, he should at once empty out the classes of the Medical 
College of the regular students and establish shorter course preceded by a 
smattering of general education and thus create a class of “ arduous ” 
and “ efficient ” class of medical men to his taste. I believe it is 
known to the Council that European lunatics are not kept in the 
Eerhampore Lunatic Asylum, but they are sent to the European Asylum 
at Kanke near Ranchi. Physical force is not the only tiling that is 
required in the management of a lunatic asylum, and has the Hoi/blo 
Minister any reason to conclude jjiat the members of the Civil Assistant 
Surgeons are physically less fit without exception to the less educated 
and less trained Military Assistants whom lie suggests to take up? 

Lieutenant- Colonbl R. P. WILSON: I rise to support the demand 
for the increase of allowance to the Deputy Superintendent of the 
Mental Hospital at Berhampore. The officer who now holds this 
appointment, i^ a Military Assistant Surgeon of considerable length of 
service and he happens to he in what is not considered a very popular 
appointment. The work in connection with Mental Hospitals cannot 
be considered very popular and it is difficult to get men of the right 
type and necessary experience to continue in the appointment for any 
length of time. The complaint and grievance of this officer is that if 
lie were employed at one of the Rresideney Hospitals or in other appoint- 
ments in which officers of^his seiVice are usually posted he would be 
in a position to draw an increased allowance in addition to his grade 
pay, he would draw his salary plus a certain allowance according to 
his length of service. The pay of this appointment was fixed by Govern- 
ment in 1908 and the allowance in addition to the grade pay was Rs. 50 
to Rs. 150, the maximum toeing reached after 16 years. Military 
Assistant Surgeons who are appointed to various hospitals in Calcutta 
draw the maximum time-scale of allowance after a period ol five years, 
and this officer occupied one of those appointments before he went to 
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the war. 'Since his return and appointment to hii present post, he finds 
himself in an unenviable position where his emoluments are less than 
those of his colleagues with shorter service and more congenial work, 
amidst pleasanter surroundings. On these grounds. Sir, I strongly 
support the proposal to bring this officer’s allowance up to the uniform 
scale which ft drawn by other officers of his service, and thus remove 
the discontent and hardship from which the I)eput> Superintendent is 
now suffering. • 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following motion, standing in the name of Mauhi A. K. Ka/d-ul 
Haq, was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

^ That the demand for expenditure under head 1 32. — Medical ’ Ik* 
refused. ” 

The original demand that # a sum of Its. 3,08,127 be granted for expen- 
diture under head “ 32. — Medical ” was put and agreed to. 


33. — Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 move* that a 
sum of Its. 8,99,919 bo granted for expenditure under bead “ 88. — 
Public Health.*’ 


Motions for reductions. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: I move that tin* demand of 
Its. €,500 undeij head “ 88. — Public Health— Establishment matin* 
gencies — Scheme 8 ” being a provision for Publicity Hurcuu, be 
refused. § 

The demand is for the purpose of giving more pay to tin* officer said 
to be doing ppopaganda work in the mufassal. He Js now getting 
Rs. 300 a month, plus travelling allowances, I am sure; l*it he is doing 
nothing, or very little. Sometimes, the district officers call a public 
meeting to witness what this officer has to show and people congregate, 
but the officer does not turn up. There is something slack in 1 he main- 
spring, and that should he attended to and then any demand should be 
made. I, therefore, propose the refusal of the defhaiid. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Perhaps it is only widely 
known that the lecturer round whom so much glory moves is not qualified 
to say a word on Public Health. He is not a D. P. H. — nor even a medi- 
cal man — but an ordinary M. A. He goes to a place, delivers a stamp 
lecture and as we learn from the telegrams from place to place, ho 
gathers a few boys, who undertake to reserve tanks and watch from 
day today to keep the tanks free from pollution. The Council is now 
naked to give him the sum of Rs. 2,500 to distribute among the boy 
volunteers of health, another additional Rs, 1,000 to his fat travelling 
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allowance already granted, another assistant lecturer less qualified, 
of course, than himself tat Rs. 200 a month and two travelling assistants 
at Rs. 50 a month each bringing the cost for the rest of the year to 
Rs. 6,500 and binding down the Council permanently to an annual increase 
of expenditure of Rs. 11,500. Over and above the Civil Surgeon, we 
have in every district one District Health Officer — who fs constantly 
touring round the villages — he is moreover a qualified medical man with 
a Public Health Diploma. In each division, there is one Assistant 
Director of Public Health who is also on the constant move as the large 
amount drawn as travelling allowance would show. These officers 
who are constantly travelling among the people, and who are in a manner 
far better known and respected by the villagers, are in a better position 
to instruct the rural public in the principles of health and sanitation than 
members of the present organisation. So 1 beg to oppose the demand for 
the grant. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I am sorry that I cannot sup- 
port the motions of either Rui Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur or of Raja 
Maniloll Singh Roy. If I remember aright, it was in October, 1920, 
the Public Health Department launched propaganda work by means of 
cinematograph shows, and district towns were visited by the Publicity 
Officer and lectures were delivered by him in Hindi, Bengali and TTrdu. 
I may tell my friends that the present officer, who is in charge of this 
Department of Public Health, knows and can sj>eak well in many 
languages; and for man who can authoritatively speak to lav audi- 
ence, a knowledge in four languages is, I should think, a great asset; 
and the Government ought to enhance the pay and emoluments of this 
particular officer rather than reduce his emoluments. I myself had 
been a visitor to one of these shows during the Faridpur Exhibition and 
I can testify to the good work that was being done. Later on, on 
financial grounds, the cinematograph shows were discontinued and 
magic lantern ' shows were substituted. These visual representations, 
if properly conducted, leave an indelible effect on the mind of the masses. 
Instruction and amusement go hand in hand. The press and the public 
have, with one accord, praised the work of this branch of the Public 
Health Department. 

Ral Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: What is the name of* this 
gentleman P 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I do not know his name. 

C 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Mr. K. P. Roy. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: The press and the public have 
so far taken a very keen interest in the propaganda work of Vhia depart- 
ment There was a resolution in my name which proposed that instead 
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of curtailing the expenditure on the Publicity department, the depart- 
ment should be m&(& a permanent one with| enhanced emoluments, 
because I am fully convinced that in order to educate the lay public 
on medical and scientific matters, lectures and lantern demonstrations 
are essential. I am therefore surprised to find that my friend, who is 
a distinguiAed medical man, should oppose this grant. I have in my 
hand a book which is written by Sir George Newman, the Chief Medical 
Officer to the Ministry of Health in London. I shall not take up ’the # 
time of the Council by reading out from this book, but I may hand 
over this book to Dr. Dutt. If he reads this hook, he will understand 
the value of these propaganda lectures in foreign countries. Every 
country nowadays has got this branch of education. It docs not matter 
who the particular person is who adorns this department; hut I he ques- 
tion is that the Publicity Departments should be strengthened and more 
^ipjid more lecturers should he found to give lectures to the lay public 
on medical and sanitary matters. % 

With these observations, I oppose the motions. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: T find that 
in this matter two medical men widely differ from one another. When 
doctors differ, we, laymen, are quite at sea, and do not know what to do. 
We do not pro]K>se to cut out for ourselves aft indei>endenf line of action. 
My friend, Rai Dr. Tlaridhan Dutt Bahadur, was pleased to sav that he 
knew nothing at all about the work of the Publicity Officer. I think 
that was the observation In* made. Well, Sir, it is my pleasure and 
delight to read the Publicity Officer’s rejMut every month — Ins re|M>rt 
regarding the tours he makes, and the work he does during those 
tours. 1 may ask Dr. Dutt to read some of lus # reports. If 1 may 
he permitted, I will send some of them on to him, and I am quite sure 
that he will be convinced of the hard, useful and strenuous work which 
he is doing, to may be asked — “Why arc you giving him this increase 
of pay?” To that my reply is that, owing to the general rise in prices, 
public servants as a rule have received increments of salaries. Why is 
our Publicity Officer to he deprived of *this benefit ? But there i* « 
particular reason — I may call it an exceptional reason — why 
Mr. K. P. Roy should tret an fticrease of pay He was offered a job 
at Ajll&hab&d — a better job and carrying a higher salary, and he con- 
sulted me about the matter. He canys to me with a telegram and said — 
ft Here is a telegram which I have received from the Government of the 
United Provinces. I am asked to join # this appointment. It is much 
better than my present appointment. Unless you are prepared t<* im- • 
prove my position and prospects, I cannot possibly stay here.” I 
know the value of Mr. K. P. Roy’s services — I read his reports and 
not only do I read his reports, but I hear golden accounts of his work 
from all quarters. The other day, I was having a talk with the Vice- 
Chairman of the Rajpur Municipality. He said that Mr. K. P. R<fp had 

86 
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befen there several timerf and that he would like have him there for 
a month. He made a powerful impression on the womenfolk there by 
his lectures on child welfare and maternity, and they were^quite impressed 
by what he said. I do not know if the Maharaja of Nadia is here, but he 
too was most anxious to have him on the occasion of the exhibition that 
was held at Krishnagar for lectures on sanitary subjects. Mf. K. P. Roy 
is a jnore deserving officer; he was offered a higher post and^Temuneration, 
and I felt it my duty, as a Minister, to promise an increase of pay, and 
1 have redeemed my promise by giving him a small increase of Rs. 50 
a month. 

T hope mv friend, Rai Dr. llaridhan Dult Bahadur, is convinced of 
the justice -of tlii# increase. 

Then, Sir, I come to another point which has been raised by Dr. Dutt. 
He asks — “ What is the good of these volunteers? ” I do not know 
if Dr. Dutt has been following the activities of the non-co-operation 
party. I do not know whether lie is aware of the magnitude of the 
mischief which their volunteers have been doing. We, too, need a 
band of volunteers properly organised, properly trained and disciplined. 
They will render a Jot of useful service to the State. The idea of having 
local organisations and employing volunteers to wmk dlmsc organi- 
sations emanated from me, and it has been taken np with avidity by one 
or two Magistrates, and I am most anxious that \u* should employ these 
volunteers who are local men interested in the health of the locality. 
We should employ them for the purpose of doing our propaganda work, 
so that a proper knowledge of health conditions may lie diffused through- 
out the lenght and breath of the province. (“ Hear hear.”) We need 
not pay them unless* the\ do their work. We have made a provision, 
but no monev will he spent unless and until the Savnti < have been 
formed nnd the volunteers have been organised. Froj# what I have 
said, I hope mv friend Dr. Dutt is convinced of the necessity of this 
item of expenditure. 

Then, Sir, he objected to the entertainment of an additional lecturer 
on Rs. 200 a month. Well, Sir, I know the gentleman who is going 
to he employed, and I, discussed the matter with Dr. Bentley. I heard 
him at the Dacca Conference — he is a well-known writer on Sanitation 
and a fine speaker— I heard him speak, and he will be of great use to us. 
I think, Sir, that we shoufd attach the utmost importance to the work 
of publicity, for the reason that it is not enough that we should have 
sanitary works, but that we should diffuse sound sanitary ideas amongst 
jmr people in order that they mav take advantage of the newly created 
sanitary conditions, and this can only he done by propaganda work. 

I hope and trust, therefore, that nfy friend will withdraw Hie motion, 
and i£ he does not, I am confident that the House will not accept it. 
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R&I Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT B&h&cftur: I mustjaccept the high certi^ 
ficate that has been given by the Hon’ble Sir Sifrendra Nath Banerjea 
and beg leave to withdraw my motion. * . 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: Nothing that T have said in my 
speech movingly Motiou has received a ’reply from the Hon’ble 
Minister in course of his comments. * 

' The motion.of the Ruja was tlien put and lost. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn:— 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “That the demand of Rs. 50,000 
under head * 33. — Public Health — Scheme 4, ’ for boring operations 
for water-supply, be refused.” 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY la *ing absent, the following motion, 
standing <iii his name, was detuned to be withdrawn: — 

“That the demand tor Rs. 1,000 under head *33. — Public Health — 
Grants for public health purpose* — Scheme 10 ’ be refused.” 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CH AUDHURI : 1 move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,000 under head “ 33. — Public Health — Scheme 10, ” be 
refused. 

I propose this reduction on two grounds. My first ground istthat 
1 think it would l>e improper 'to saddle the future Legislative Council 
with responsibility for so heavy an amount which will not be ret) in red 
till 1924-25. There is also no knowing what tin* circumstances will be 
at that time and what actual sum ma\ lie required for the pm pose. My 
second ground is that, so far as I can understand, it* is required for the 
benefit of the mill areas. The mill authorities have raised Rs. 7 lakhs 
and 1 do not think it is difficult for them to raise another Rs. 3 lakhs, 
as 1 understand •they are now paying dividends at^ the rate of 
100 per cent. " v 

On these grounds, 1 propose the reduction. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: ] support the 
amendment and my reasons are these. The Titagarh Municipality has 
taken up a scheme costing Rs. 10 lakhs. The mill-owners have raised 
about tfcs. 7 lakhs and it is intended that Government should giiatantee 
to raise Rs. 3,53,000. Tt is only the thin a ml of the wedge. It is 
intended that this Council undertake for tli# next three years to get this 
amount for this municipality. # 

My objection to this scheme is this: that before wo undertake to 
spend so much money for a single municipality, we should have placed 
before us a general scheme for helping mufRssal municipalities and dis- 
trict boards. •Hitherto we have been spending money for any scheme 
coming up before the Government without any particular regard* to 
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tke interests of other fnunicipalities and rural areas. ' My submission 
is that we should fonm^Jate a scheme that will obtain for the whole pro- 
vince so* that* we could undertake one work after another and help the 
local bodies with due regard to their respective claims. If we under- 
take to raise this Rs. 3$ lakhs to-day we shall be bound to find money 
for this without due regard to the claims of other municipalities. For 
this reason, I would ask the' House not to accept this responsibility now 
and I would ask the Minister to formulate a general scheme. If this 
Titagarh Municipality was rich enough to raise Rs. 7 lakhs, Govern- 
ment can advance the amount by way of loan and this can be raised at 
the rate of Rs. 50,000 a year and in 7 years the entire amount can be 
paid. Inslead of granting the entire amount from the provincial hind 
they can raise a loan. 

The Hon’bfe Sir 8URENDRA NATH AANERJEA: It so happens 
that in this matter T am interested personally, and personal interest 
always connotes personal knowledge. 1 know this municipality, I pass 
by it almost eury day h is a mistake to sa\ that it is a municipality 
It is something more than that. It is a big industrial cento* with a 
teeming and increasing population counted at the present moment at 
85,000. But it is a growing population and therefore von wull have to 
look at the matter not from the point of view of a particular industry, 
or of a particular imputation but also of the interests of the neighbour- 
ing population of that area. There is a fringe area round Titagarh and 
the sanitary conditions are the reverse oPwhal they should be. There 
is a foul and stinking ditch opposite the Barraekpore Government school 
and hoarding house and if this scheme were given effect to, this nuisance 
would be removed. T have had repealed complaints from people out- 
side the local limit.' of the Titagarh Municipality regarding the insani- 
tary surroundings by which they were infested. Therefore, it seems 
to me that w r e must approach this question from a broad standpoint. 
It is not a nu'-re municipal question. It is something more. Tf the 
scheme is given effect to, it will solve the question of sanitation, and 
promote the health and happiness of a large population in the immediate 
vicinity of Calcutta. Let me point out that, the Titagarh mills have 
deposited — not merely promised or subscribed — but deposited 7 lakhs 
of rupees in the imperial Bank for this purpose and they want us 
to make the usual contribution which Government is accustomed to 
make in such cases — a proportion of one-third to two-thirds. They 
have given two-thirds anil they expect the Government to help them in 
this matter by a one-third contribution. They say — we have deposited in 
the Bank, Rs. 7 lakhs, and we want you to pay one-third. How can 
you refuse? ^ou cannot and have not refused other municipalities. 
Take the case of Krishnaga,r and other municipalities. You did not 
refuse an application of that kind in the case of those municipalities. 
On what ground of justice and equity would you refuse it in the case 
of the Titagarh Municipality? I put this question to the Council. 
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Let us consider the h^lth and well-being of thefpeople concerned, hbt 
us regard it as a municipality attempting to dj) a particular duty in 
respect of which they are entitled to have a claim upon v^our sympathy 
and consideration and your pecuniary support. In other cases you 
support municipalities with one-tlnrd contribution. Why should you not 
do the sam# thing here? Then, Sir, let me say this: that these 
mill-men are public benefactors in so far* as sanitation is concerned. 
When I took charge of the office which I have the honour to holtl 1 • 
regarded them with suspicion and distrust. But 1 have found them 
to be public benefactors in the truest sense of the term so far as sanita- 
tion of these particular areas is concerned. Book at Baranagore, 
Kamarhatti, Kanchrapara, Naihati and Titagarh — look at the supply of 
pure water they have given to the population beyond the limits of their 
own areas. As a consequence, fever has disappeared — I speak from 
personal knowledge — from Titagarh, Kanchrapara and Nailmti and, 
occasionally, you have attacks of cholera. 1 say, therefore, that 
you have here a municipality which lias come forward with a princely 
offer which you cannot in justice refuse to supplement as you have not 
done so in the case of other municipalities. The amount, moreover, will 
lie paid out of' loan and not out of revenue. Therefore, it will not come 
as a crushing burden, as it would have if it had been paid out of current 
revenue. I hope and trust that you wll accede to the request that they 
have made and support the motion for the grant. Let it not. go forth 
that there is one law which prevails in this Council as regards particu- 
lar municipalities, and another law for industrial centres and mill 
municipalities. Justice must be evenly distributed — to all whether 
they be mill municipalities or whether they be municipalities of any 
other kind and, therefore, in the name of just ice, # equity and common 
sensei ask this Council to reject ibis motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Babu KI8hfORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 move fly it the demand 
of Rs. 50,000 under head “ 33. — Public Health — Scheme 11 " be 
refused. 

This is a demand for helping the district board with a recurring 
grant of Rs. 50,000 annually. Government contribute now Us. 1,75,000 
by supplying them witli their inspecting staff, •etc. Some fees are 
realised for that purpose under this motion, each district hoard will 
be benefited bv a grant of Rs. 2,000. * • 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : I can ftive you only one minute more 
and the Minister one more minute to reply. • 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have finished. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NAT& BANERJEA: I can only 
express my # unqualified surprise that this motion has been moved by my 
friend, Babu Kisbori Mohan Chaudhuri. We are going to free 
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&ur province from the(scourge of small-pox by leaking vaccination free 
and yet Babu Kishori^Mohan Chaudhuri objects to it. Here you have 
a resolution passed at the Conference of the District Boards. And in 
face of that I do not know how my friend takes the view that he has put 
forward to-day. 

The motion was then puf and lost. 

. 

• The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: “ That the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ 33. — Public Health,’ be refused.” 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 3,99,919 be granted for 
expenditure under head “ 33. — Public Health ” was then put and 
agreed to. 


34.— Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I move that a sum oi Rs. 1,97,933 be granted under the 
head “ 34. — Agriculture.” The- items which make up this sum fall 
under the minor beads of Veterinary, Co-operative and Agriculture 
proper. 

The veterinary charges include Rs. 3,200 for the supply of uniforms 
for the officers and men of the Glanders and Farcy staff, the necessity 
of which is explained in the notes. These men belong to the police 
force and are merely lent to the Veterinary Department and our pro- 
posals provide for the supply of tin* uniform to which they are entitled 
us members of the police force. Then there is provision for a small 
increase in the number of Veterinary Assistants, in accordance with our 
policy of working^ip to a standard of one stationary and one itinerant 
assistant for eUcli subdivision. Under Co-operative, we have provided 
certain obligatory charges on account of sanctioned allowances which 
were omitted by mistake from the original budget. Then there is the 
provision for an Assistant Registrar for the Burdwan Division. This 
is not a new proposal. The Secretary of State sanctioned the appoint- 
ment of an Assistant Registrar for Aoh division in 1920, hut till now 
money has not l>een available. The rapid development of the coopera- 
tive movement has made further delay impossible, and I propose to 
appoint a fifth Assistant Registrar at once. Provision h^s alsb been 
made for the office establishment of this Assistant Registrar and of the 
Assistant Registrar for Chittagong who was appointed last year. The 
provision for an Inspector for Co-operative Irrigation Societies in 
Bankura is necessitated by the demand among the cultivators of that 
district for such societies. *The need for better irrigation in Bankura 
is well known and a satisfactory solution of the problem w\ll save Gov- 
ernment the large sums that have to be spent as direct and indirect 
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relief in years of deficient rainfall. There is eycry reason to hope t*at 
these irrigation societies will go a long way towards solving the 
problem. * • 

I turn now to the head of Agriculture proper. Under this head 
provision has been made for a first instalment of the schemes which 
have been forked out by the Director of Agriculture and his staff 
during the p%st year and a half; and first. 1 may point out that these 
schemes have thrown very heavy work on the shoulders of the DireMor.. 
It has, therefore, been found necessary to provide him with a 
shorthand writer, a convenience already sanctioned for practically all 
heads of departments. 

The question t>f the improvement of the breed of cattle in Bengal 
is one of which the importance cannot lie overestimated, as on this 
mainly depends the improvement of the milk-supply. The Agricultural 
Department are doing all that is possible in present circumstances, 
but they are handicapped by the fact that none of their officers is a 
specialist in cattle-breeding. 1 recently had an opportunity of dis- 
cussing this matter with the Imperial Dairy Expert, and he advised 
me that satisfactory progress could not lie expected unless we secured 
the services of a cattle-expert. 1 have accepted this advice. 1 pro- 
pose that the expert should he appointed for three years during which 
time I hope he will lie able to tram some of our officers to carry on the 
work. 

Then there is the question of poultry-breeding. 1 am sure that 
this could be made a profitable industry and I propose to depute ft 
District Agricultural Officer for sj>ecial training in the subject. 

A frequent complaint against the Agricultural Department is that 
the results of the exjierts* researches do not reiyh the agriculturists. 
The officers through whom the department keeps in touch with the 
cultivators are District Agricultural Officers and Demonstrators, and 
1 fully recognise the necessity of increasing the strength of these 
grades. I hope that, ultimately, we shall have a District Agricultural 
Officer in every subdivision and a demonstrator in every jsdice station 
in the province. For the present, I am asking for an addition of 20 
District Agricultural Officers and 50 Demonstrators. 

The department perhaps secures its most immediate results from the 
distribution of pure seeds to the cultivators. # The demand for these 
seeJJp- Fas become so great that Government cannot meet, it from the 
existing; seed-farms; it hasj| therefore, been •necessary to fall back upon 
private enterprise, and we have encouraged the starting of private seed- 
farms to grow departmental seeds. 1 am asking for a siyn of 
Its. 10,000 to purchase seeds from the private farms and distribute them 
to the cultivators. This amount will, of course, be ultimately recovered 
from the cultivators. 

Provisibn has also been made for irrigation experiments. These are 
of very great importance, specially in Western Bengal. The prevision 
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is «, made in item No. 2^, page 240, and item No. 26, page 244 of the 
printed estimates. These sums, if voted, will enltble us to experiment 
with irrigation both by means of pumping and by means oi tube-wells. 

Next, I turn to agricultural education. The demand includes a 
provision for the extension both of secondary and of elementary agricul- 
tural education. For secondary agricultural education, tfre are ask- 
ing for a grant oi Rs. 11,800 to enable us to make a stark for a seoond- 
' ary agricultural school at, Rangpore. The Rangpore Agricultural 
Association have made q generous offer to contribute Rs. 10,000 as 
capital cost of the school and Rs. 1,800 a year to meet the recurring 
expenses. The farm schools for which the sum of Rs. 30,000 is pro- 
vided, are intended to serve two purposes. They will,* in the first place, 
form a demonstration centre for the area in which they are located. 
The teacher will l>e of the demonstrator class and will be competent to 
demonstrate to the cultivators of the neighbourhood, the improved 
seeds, manures and processes of the Agricultural Department. They 
will, at the same time, impart elementary agricultural instruction to 
the sons of the cultivators. The details of the scheme are explained 
i.n the note, and I need not go into them now. They were considered 
at a meeting of the Board of Agriculture at which the members of the 
Standing Committee for Agriculture were also present, in April last, 
and our proposals are based on the views of the conference. The pro- 
vision of Rs. 9,000 for the extension of the sericultural nursery at 
Piasbary, in the district of Malda, is required to enable the department 
to grow sufficient mulberries to feed the worms. At present they have 
to rely largely on purchases from outside, and there is always the risk 
of these being infected, or being capable of infecting worms with 
contagious disease. The policy of Government with regard to these 
nurseries was discussed at a conference held in March last, and it was 
decided that Government should not attempt to increase its present 
output of seed, qs it would probably result in ousting thr* rearers from 
the market. 1‘ was decided that the policy should be to maintain the 
present output of seed, to give the rearers preference in disposing of 
the seed and to grow sufficient mulberry on the nurseries to feed the 
worms without making purchases from outside. 

In connection with our new f arm s,t provision is made for certain 
establishments and also for the cattle required to cultivate them; at 
the same time a further sum has had to be Included on account of the 
increased cost of feeding the cattle. I am asking for Rs. 5,000 for the 
extension of the Agricultural Form at Bogra. v The existing farm is all 
on r^l soil, and it is necessary that some alluvial soil should be acquired 
to enable us to experiment with the crops suitable for the large alluvial 
tract of the district. 

Then there is a provision for thorough repairs to the buildings and 
roads of the Dacca Farm and of the sericulture nurseries. ' At present 
these buildings and roads are repaired departmentally. The work will 
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be done more efficiently if they are made over* to the Public Wo *ks 
Department for maiiftenanoe, but before the Public Works Department 
accept the responsibility, we must carry out Aie repairs wjiich will 
bring the roads and buildings up to the Public Works standard. 

1 need not discuss in detail the other provisions for increasing the 
staff. ®hele are for the most part comparatively small, and 1 can 
assure the C^mcil that no increase has been sanctioned except where 
it has been shown to be urgent and unavoidably necessary. * • 

As regards the few items to which 1 have not made specific refer- 
ence, I think the Council will find that ample information has been 
given in the notes, and I ask the Council to vote the demand for 
Rs. 1,97,933 in full. 


Mentions for reduction. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: 1 move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,400 under head “ 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 3,” lie reduced by 
Rs. 400.” 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

This mea»s an additional expenditure only. Originally the Police 
Inspectors did not get uniform charges from the (io\ eminent. They get 
these charges now and Rs. 2,400 have, therefore, been provided for this 
item on account of the uniform charges of eight Glanders Inspectors. 
This expenditure is not reasonable. As the Police Inspectors have been 
provided with these uniform charges so also these Glanders InsjM‘ctors 
should similarly be provided with the same — this is an argument which 
is far from being consistent and logical. 0 

Do you mean that we have to follow the example of tin 1 Police whose 
uniform charges have been carried in the Council on account of the pre- 
ponderance of the votes on the Government side or through jiersuation 
or coercion F A comparison has been drawn between Calcutta and 
Bombay. If the Police charges in Bombay are greater than those in 
Calcutta, either as I have just observed, on account of the preponderance 
of votes on the Government sick; or for some reason or other, und if 
these charges are totally unreasonable, I fail to Appreciate why Calcutta 
should follow in the footsteps of Bombay in this respect. The Bengal 
Government have not paid for these charges up till now. I should 
rather advocate that the amount which has been realised by sucking the 
life-blood of the people ought to be spent in some other highe$ and # 
nobler cause. 

Reasonings have become unavailing and our cry is like a cry in the 
wilderness. However, iustead of refusing the whole demand ctf 
Rs. 2,400,*I should like to reduce only Rs. 400, and move for the grant 
of Rs. 2,000 at the rate of Rs. 250 for each of the eight inspectors. 
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*■ Di this connection lei me add that no details have been furnished in the 
“ remarks ” column of the Budget Estimate, but! take it that this has 
been calculated on the lines of the .police grant. In these hard days, 
Sir, it would be, I think, proper and prudent if the charges are fixed 
reasonably. A sum of Rs. 800 for each uniform seems extraordinarily 
high. It is extravagant. To my mind, Rs. 250 is quifr Sufficient. 

Many members of this House may treat Rs. 400 as aa insignificant 

'reduction, but my idea is that this will serve as an object-lesson to 

other officers. Besides, Rs. 400 per annum is not a petty sum. It 

will cost you Rs. 50,000 or Hs. 60,000 to acquire a property from which 
Rs. 400 may be derived as an annual income. 

The report of the Retrenchment Committee will soon be out. Why 
not wait and seer' Anyway, I hope that the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge will do" immense good to the country by minimising the 
expenditure in this item. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Fp to the year 1012, the Glanders Inspectors were 
supplied with free uniform bv Government. In that year, the free 
supply of uniform was abolished on the ground that it had been aboli- 
shed for the Inspectors of the Calcutta Police. The free supply of 
uniform for Insj>ectors of the Calcutta Police has now been sanctioned 
again. Our ground for withholding the privilege from the Glanders 
Inspectors, therefore, falls to the ground, and 1 think it is only just 
to these men that they should also be supplied with free uniforms. % 
The cost proposed to be allowed for each set is the same asi that 
sanctioned for the Calcutta Police. 1 ask the Council to reject this 
motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 move that the demand of Rs. 8,000 
under head “ 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 9 ” l)e refused?. 

When money happens to be somehow plentiful in the public coffers, 
many a silly proposal may be put forward by Government for accept- 
ance by this Council. But, Sir, this proposal for the appointment of 
an expert officer for cattle-breeding seems in point of silliness hard to 
beat. Ordinary eomnjon sense says that for the purpose of improving 
or increasing the breed of cattle we require something other than expert 
officers, however high their salaries may be and however full of Euro- 
pean qualifications. In tbe note we read that the question of the 
improvement of cattle-breeding in Bengal has been the subject of dis- 
cussion in the Bengal Legislative Council. I am extremely sorry that 
the discussion# in the Bengal Legislative Council should have led to 
nothing greater than the proposal for the appointment of an expert 
officers for the purpose of improving cattle-breeding. Then, Sir, we 
read that this question has been the subject of careful consideration by 
Government. I sincerely wish that all this care and consideration 
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had been reserved bv Government for some otlft»r useful purpose. Then, 
Sir, we read that the services of a cattle- breeding- exj>ert are essential 
for the preparation of a detailed scheme. What a schema of cattle- 
breeding may be passes my comprehension. It is said that it is pro- 
posed to appoint the expert for a term of three years. Good Heaveus ! 
The ultinfhte expenditure is Rs. 10,000 a year, and in three years we 
shall have to spend about half a lakh for the purpose -of employing an 
expert officer alone! I submit that this is not the way in which tlfe 
tax-payer’s money should be spent. If the projHisal were for the pur- 
chase of some stud-hulls, the Council would be too glad to sanction the 
money required. But I oppose most strongly this pro|>osul for the 
appointment of an expert officer on Its. 1,000 a month plus travelling 
allowance of 11s. 200 a month. No case' has been made out, and the 
statement is not sufficient to convince the memlvcrs of this House. 
With these few words, 1 oppose the demand. 

Babu KlSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Without taking up much 
time of the Council, 1 simply beg to support the motion moved by my 
friend, Maulvi Fazl-ul Hat]. T oppose the demand as 1 think that such 
a costly arrangement is not necessary, and it can very well In* done 
otherwise. I do not think we shall be justified in sjnmding so much 
money on ay appointment like ibis. 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HUSSAIN : In these hard 
days, we should be careful not to ap]M>int more officers. The question 
is whether it is necessary to appoint an cxpeit cattle-breeding officer. 
Everyone knows that it is not necessary to upjxunt an officer for that 
purpose. Cattle-breeding farms may he erected and cattle may lie hied 
by keeping good bulls, and it is not necessary to engage an expert 
officer for that purpose on Rs. 1,000 jhm moiflh. J also adopt that 
arguments which have been put forward by Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq. 

Rai HAF^NDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I have l;ttl< to add to wlmt 
haN been said by Maulvi Fazl-ul Ilaq. In t lit- note *pj>endod to this 
demand, it is said that this question lias been the subject, of discussion 
in the Bengal Legislative Council. Since when tin* Government has 
developed so much regard for the wishes of the Legislative ('ouneil 1 
do not know, but the appointment of an expert in eattle- breeding is 
certainly not what the Legislative Council desired. On the contrary, 
wllat the Legislative Council wanted was something altogether different. 
On the 6th September, 1921, Mr. Prasaifna Deb Raikat moved the 
following resolution : — • 

This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be taken to ^nprove 9 
the breed of cattle in Bengal — 

(u) by providing suitable bulls; 

( b ) by providing grazing-grounds; # 

(e) by encouraging the system of indigenous veterinary treatment; and 
(i d ) by*offering prizes, rewards and cups m the local hdtt and meldt for good 
cattle. * 



544 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. [12th July 


And Government has nat thought fit to provide for any of these items 
although the Minister in^ charge observed in reply— 

The moyer ha's suggested four means by which the breed of cattle in Bengal 
can be improved. In the first place, he asks for the provision of suitable bulls 
1 am well aware of the fact that the existing number of bulls maintained by local 
bodies and Government for breeding purposes is hopelessly insufficient. Matters 
are therefore being put in train for providing stud-bulls throughout the province. 


.The* paucity of good breeding bulls was admitted by* the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge, yet he has not thought fit to budget any sum for 
the removal of this want. On the contrary he compliments the Legis- 
lative Council by simply providing for the appointment of an expert 
officer in cattle-breeding on Rs. 1,000 a month. Moreover, I may here 
remind the House of one thing. The United Provinces Government has 
got an expert in cattle-breeding on Rs. 750 a month, but the Bengal 
Government is going to provide for an initial pay of Rs. 1,000. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: It is an admitted 
fact that 75 per cent, of the population of Bengal live on agriculture. 
Agriculture is the most important subject to which we must pay our 
attention. To carry on agriculture, we require strong and stout hulls 
and bullocks and it is also an admitted fact that the breed of cattle at 
present obtained in Bengnl is much inferior to what is obtained in other 
countries. In the district hoards also, we are trying to keep stud- 
hulls and thereby, in a humble way, we are trying to improve the breed 
of cattle, but we are left without any .efficient, officer and without, pro- 
I**r advice. We are left to sending our veterinary officers for purchase 
of hulls which will he suitable for particular districts. These officers 
hopelessly lack knowledge which is essentially necessary for the proper 
selection of bulls fcr particular districts. What is being done at 
present? At present experiments are going on in the Rangpur Farm 
as well as in the Dacca Farm. Two systems obtain in the Rangpur 
Farm : — » 1 

(/) The covering of the country cows with the local variety of 
improved and healthy strong and stout bulls. By that 
method some improvement has been effected. 

( 2 ) There is another experiment, that is, covering the local cows 
with Hissar* bulls, and this experiment has given very satis- 
factory results. * 

In order to avail ourselves of the advantages that have been derived 
from the experiments in the Rangpur Farm, we require the help of an 
expert gentleman who can give us proper advise and help in the selec- 
tion of the proper variety of bulls. In the Dacca Farm also, an experi- 
ment is going on of covering the variety of red and black cows a 

kind of cows that originally ctme from Burma, but have now become 
common in the districts of Dacca and Chittagong — by a kind of bulls 
calledtScindhi, and this has also given very satisfactory results both in 
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the shape of improved physique of the cows as# well as greater power of 
giving milk. So we must carry on this sort, of experiment with new 
variety of bulls that are to be found in India" or we m # ay import them 
from other countries. For this purpose we must take the help of an 
expert officer, who can usefully advise us in the selection of the proper 
variety of^bulls which are suitable for cows of a particular district. 
I can tell this House that the bull which is suitable fqr cows in Bir- 
bhum is not suitable for those in Pabna. Therefore, we must take th^ 
help of an officer who can exactly toll us for what particular district 
what sort of bull must be imported, and in order to serve that purjxise 
our Minister must try to get hold of an officer who can advise him 
w'ith due regard to the condition and quality of the cows that are obtained 
in the various districts of Bengal which are quite different from the 
others. So I strongly oppose this motion for refusing the demand. 

Mf. 8YED NA8IM ALI: It. is an admitted fact that the Department 
of Agriculture was practically in its infancy when the Reforms came 
into existence. We also know- that the members of this Council have 
again and again urged that our Minister has done nothing so far as the 
improvement of agriculture in this province is concerned He has come 
with a definite proposal and a definite scheme and he wants money for 
that purpose, and we find that some of the members of this Council 
are of opinion that this particular scheme would 1 m* of no practical 
effect and, therefore, this demand must be refused. But to me it seems, 
Sir, as mv friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddm Ahmed, has 
pointed out, that the members who are opjiosing tins demand are under 
a misapprehension. The object of having an e\{M*rt is not to increase 
the number of bulls simply. The object is to improve the quality of 
ihe ( at tie in this province. You may have any number of bulls in a 
particular district and any number of cow r s and by crossing them you 
cannot get Aat particular cattle which you desire lotiave. It lias !>een 
found on experiment that by cross-breeding — of courie after propel 
election — you get a better type of cattle, and for that reason expert 
advice is absolutely necessary. It is not possible for laymen to advise 
whether a Birbhum stud-bull should he crossed with a Chittagong cow. 
But it has been found on experiment that if jwrojier hulls are selected 
aipl if cross-breeding takes place according to the scientific method, 
then not only can we get better cattle in the next generation, but 
we also get a large quantity of milk. I ^iave been fold that the new 
breed goes on giving an increase in file milk-supply in a certain pro- 
portion — I exactly forget whether in an arithmetical or geontetricak 
progression. These things go to show- that any practical efforts to 
improve agriculture must be preceded by experiments. We have got 
enough lands in this country, also enough seeds, but for want of expert 
advice as* to what sort of manure should be applied to what kind of 
soil, the result is that we do not even get the actual product wtiich we 
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oug^t to 'get. Followingothat principle, the same thing is going to be 
applied to cattle-breeding. The object is not simply to have cattle- 
breeding in the ordinary sin se of the word, but rather to improve the 
quality of the cattle in the province, so that the quantity of milk may be 
increased. There is a cry in the province that we must take steps for 
increasing the milk-supply. If we can improve the quality of 4he cattle, 
it will give more, and more milk and that can be only dor^ by cross- 
breeding after proper selection of bulls, and that can be done by expert 
advisers. 

With these remarks, I think it is my duty to oppose the motion of 
Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq. 


The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The urgency of improving the breed of cattle in Bengal * 
is generally recognised and (he question has been frequently the sub- 
ject of discussion in this Council. Since the year 1913, experiments 
have been carried on in breeding at the Rangpur Cattle Farm and definite 
results are now in view, but if the breeding of cattle in Bengal is to be 
practically benefited, it is necessary to take up orations on a larger 
scale. It has even been suggested that a cattle section should be attached 
to every district farm in the province. I recently had at oppoi (unity 
of consulting the Imperial Dairy Expert as to the policy which we 
should adopt with regard to cattle-breeding. He advised me that the 
first stfp necessary was to appoint an officer with expert knowledge of 
the subject, for, at present we have not in the department any officer 
who has specialised in cuttle-breeding. The Imperial Dairy Exjiert, is 
an officer of wide experience and of great knowledge in the subject, 
and I have, therefore, ^decided to accept his advice. I have proposed 
that a cattle socialist should be appointed for a period of three years 
only. In the course of these three years there is every reason to believe 
that he will be able to train' up some of our officers to carry-on the work 
when his agreement expires. The cost, therefore, is very moderate, 
and in view of this and of the importance of starting operations on a 
sound line of policy, I ask the Council to approve of the proposal and 
to reject this motion. 

The motion was then ( put and a divisibn taken with the following 
result : — 

*>AYE8. * 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. * 
Ahmad, Maulvi Raft Uddln. 
may, Mr* 8. Mahboob. 

Aeam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
BhattaoharJI, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klshorl Mohan. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. c 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftzar 
Rahtnan. 

Chaudhurl RaJ Harandranath. 


Oa, Babu Fanlndraial. 

Outta, Babu indu Bhuahan. 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Htq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Haq, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Husaaln, Maulvi Muhammad Matfattur. 
Khan, Babu Devendra LaL 
Makramall, Munahl. , 

Mukharji, Babu SAtlah Chandra. 
Naakar, Mirza Muhammad All. 
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Pahlpwan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ray, Kumar S>ilb •htkharvgaar. 

Ray Cttaudluni, Rabu Brojvndra Klthor. 
Roy, Rabu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoy Protad Blngti. 

Roy, Wal ■ -lit Mohan Singh. 


Roy, Raja MytJloll Singh. 
Sarkar, Rabu Jogash Chandrg. 
Slnha, Babu Jurandra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Br. A. • 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Haitan. • 


NOES. 


Ahntod, Khan BahMdur Maulvl Waslmuddin. 
All, Mr. Syod Natlm. 

Banorjaa, ttio Hon’ble Sir Surtndra Nath. 
Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon’ble the Nawab Salyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Donald, Mr. 4 . 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M- 
French, Mr. F. C. 

Coode, Mr. 8. W. 
jCmrlm, Maulvl Failul. 

Kerr, the Hon’ble Sir John. 

Khan, Mrf Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

The Ayes being 30 and the No 


Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdw 
the Hon'ble the 
McAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

Mlttcr, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 
j MukherJI, Professor S. C. 

Prentloe, Mr. W. D. R. 

I Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur 
Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunlsh 
Chandra. 

{ Roy, Mr. J. N. 
j Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

i's 28, the motion was carried. 


The following motions, standing in the name of Maulvi A. K. Fazl- 
ul Ha(j, were then, by leave of the ronncil. withdrawn. 

“ That tin* demand of Its. 1,841 under head ‘ 34.— Agriculture,’ 
for an additional Provincial Service ollicer for the Rajshahi Farm, be 
refused.” 


“ That the demand of Its. 473 under head ‘ 34. — Agriculture,’ for 
the deputation of a district agricultural officer for training in poultry 
work, be refused.” 


Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 move tlfat the demand of 
Rs. 28,000 under head “34. — Agriculture — Scheme 11," for tin* pro- 
vision of 20 district agricultural officers for subdivisions, *be refused." 

1 do not wish to take up the time of this Council by quaking a very 
long speech, and I will briefly indicate my reasons why I oppose this 
demand. As far as my own ]>ersonal exjferience goes, the district 
agricultural officers, who are already employed in the detriment, have 
not got much work to do. In sqpie cases I have found that these dist- 
rict officers only sell seeds to the public, a function which can very well 
be p%rformed by any ordinary bania in the city. I do not understand 
that the work of the department has so far* in creased as to necessitate 
the appointment of so many district agricultural officers. If the Hon’ble 
Minister can satisfy us that there is a real demand for so many officers, 
We shall only be too glad to vote the money, but, as at present advised, 
I feel sure that there is no need for so many officers, particularly in view 
of the fact that the officers who are already in the department have not 
got much work in hand. 

With these few words, I beg leave to oppose this demand. 
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<Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to support Manta 
A. K. Fazl-ul Haq’s motion for the refusal of this ^demand. In connec- 
tion with, the Noting of grants when the principal budget was under 
consideration, we had occasion to remark that .the Department of Agri-, 
cull ure was one of the most staff-ridden departments and that more than 
50 per cent, of the total expenditure for agriculture was shallowed by 
establishment oharges and by the cost of supervision. Council will 
•remember that the total estimated expenditure for superintendence and 
supervision in connection with this department came up to the heavy 
figure of Rs. 4,73,000 this year, although in the previous year 1921-22, 
it covered only Rs. 4,12,000, that is, in spite of the financial difficulties it 
was thought fit to increase these charges by about Rs. 61,000, so that the 
total charges for establishment and the cost of supervision under this 
head now came up to Rs. 4,73,000. Further, it should be remembered 
lhat this year in the principal budget itself several reductions were pro- % 
posed by the Government with regard to some other items of expendi- 
ture under this head entailing heavy curtailment of almost all the bene- 
ficent activities of this department. Thus, on referring to the principal 
budget, it will he seen that a reduction of 17 per cent, has been effected 
so far as expenditure on experimental farms is concerned. A very large 
reduction of Rs. 74,500 or more than 75 per cent, of the expenditure 
has been effected so far as agricultural exj>eriments are concerned. As 
regards the provision for .seed stores, the Hon’ble Minister has just said 
that there has been a great demand for seeds. Well, the expenditure 
under this head also has been cut down by Rs. 12,000, i.c., by 45 per cent. 
And in this supplementary budget the Hon’ble Minister has not thought 
fit to provide even that much, but only Rs. 10,000 for seeds. Yet, when 
the activities of the Department of Agriculture, so far as new schemes, 
and the schemes which will ultimately improve the agricultural outlook 
and prospects of the province are concerned, are so ruthlessly curtailed, 
this department us going to provide Rs. 28,000 for Additional staff 
work and increase the cost of supervision and establishment charges by 
no less an amount than Rs. 78,960 per annum. This is the heaviest 
item of recurring expenditure provided for in the supplementary budget. 
The Council will note that it is a demand only for strengthening the 
staff of the department ; it will provide neither for researches nor for 
more demonstration, not even for agricultural education. The Govern- 
ment has got a full-fledged scheme for agricultural education which it 
styles as an inexpensive one ; yet it does not see its way to provide 
sufficient money to carry out \he scheme ! Only Rs. 30,000 has been 
provided for farm schools and a recurring expenditure of Rs. 1,800 
haa been provided for only because the Rangpur Agricultural Associa- 
tion have offered Rs. 10.000 as initial outlay. Had this sum, i.e., the 
recurring expenditure of Rs. 1*8,000 been provided for agricultural educa- 
tion, in course of three or four years, Bengal wdfcld ha^e been pro- 
vided with a net work of agricultural schools and institutions, but it 
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was not so fortunate. It is a demand for ft lengthening* or racier 
augmenting the establishment charges tor further draining the slender 
resources of the province and not for adding ^to them.* 

In that view, Sir, I beg to supjnirt the motion and oppose the 
demand. 

Maulvi*MAHAf*MED MADA83UR HUSSAIN l 1 beg lo support 
Maulvi Fazl-€1 Ha<fs motion that the provision of 20 tlistriet agwirul- 
tural officers be refused. 

If, Sir, the appointment of 20 more subdivisional agricultural 
officers improves the agricultural state of the province, I should he the 
first person to support the Hon’ble Minister’s demand, hut the question 
is whether agriculture can he improved in this way 1 am of opinion 
that the appointment of 29, HO, 40 or even more district agricultural 
officers will not in any waiv improve the agriculture of the province; 
therefore, I support the motion of Maulvi Fazl-ul llaq. 

I ef>me from the mutnssal, from a rural area, and 1 can sn\ from my 
personal experience that these agricultural officers are of no use to us at 
all. Firstly, what are they doing? They go somewhere in < lie districts 
and only tell the people that some sort of manure w ill improve some 
particular crops. They are not able to tour throughout the district; 
they go only # to some sjiecified locality and tell the peasants there that 
certain manures will improve their agriculture. It is said that these 
officers should l>e appointed in ordei to facilitate the work of the distri- 
bution of improved seeds. Now, Sir, these improved seeds may he distri- 
buted in other ways than by the appointment of district agricultural 
officers. This may Ik* done with the help of the demonstrators, through 
the help of thana officers, through union board or through the panclm- 
yet. So where then is the necessity of appointing 20 more agricultural 
officers for the distribution of the seeds? It is also said that for the 
supervision o^the demonstrators in the interior, it is necessary that these 
officers should be appointed. There are demonstrators (find an agricul- 
tural officer already at the headquarters of every district. W ith the help 
of these demonstrators, demonstration can lie carried on in the interior 
and these demonstration can he suj>erviscd by the agiicultural officer 
who resides at the district headquarters. I horefore, if is not necessary 
to appoint these district agricultural officers for«the distribution of seed 
or lor carrying on demonstraion in the interior. My opinion is that the 
appointment of more and more officers willtnot at all improve the agri- 
culture of the province. The peasant population residing in the rural 
areas already know very well how to cultivate the land, how the outturn 
of their lands may be increased by the application of, and by the use of, 
manures, and similar things. What they want is ‘money. What they 
want is irrigation, and not district agiicultural officers. If you can 
make provision for watering their lands, if you can provide these peasants 
with money, then and then only will they get real benefit frqjn the 
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imjjroved seeds. It is absurd to appoint agricultural officers to help the 
agriculture of the province. Let me repeat once again that unless and 
until we cpn mdke suitable arrangements for irrigation, for providing the 
peasants with money, we shall not be able to improve the agriculture of* 
the land, although you may appoint one officer for every village. 

For all these reasons, I have decided to support the mdtion of my 
friend, Maulvi A- K- Fazl-ul Haq, and I earnestly appea^to the House 
-to refuse this demand. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : 1 beg to support the 
motion of my friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. The details show that 
there is a recurring expenditure of Rs. 78,9iG. This year only 
Its. 28,000 is required. I do not think such a heavy sum ought to be 
spent over the appointment of district agricultural officers. Their duty 
is the distribution of improved seeds and te conduct demonstration in 
the interior. Demonstration is of no use in the interior; it will only 
add to the traveling allowance of the departmental officers. The 
improved seeds may be distributed by demonstrators. There is a demand 
for 50 additional demonstrators in this budget. They may easily dis- 
tribute the seeds. Some scholarships may be created for the benefit of 
the cultivators’ sons, but such a heavy sum ought not to be spent over 
the appointment of more agricultural officers. It is of.no use and I 
oppose the demand and hope the Council will also do so. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I just want to bring to the 
notice of this Council a little information about this matter. Only this 
morning at the Co-operative Conference held at the Dalhousie Institute, 
II is Excellency the Governor was pleased to state that the question as to 
the desirability or otherwise of seed distribution by Government should 
be seriously considered and he sugested that it would be better that 
private agencies should take up the work. In view of such a statement 
from the Head of the Government, I do not think tha^ the Hon’ble 
Minister is justified in asking for this money. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: All these amend- 
ments seek to curtail the grants that are intended to improve the 
agriculture of the province. There is much misapprehension as to the 
proper functions of these agricultural officers. My friend Maulvi Fazl-ul 
Haq has said the duties of these officers is confined to the distribu- 
tion of .seeds; while Babu Indu Bfeushan Dutta has said that that part 
of the business is going to* be transferred to private agency. In that 
case 4 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I hope the Khan Bahadur will try to 
be as brief as possible. 

K tat Bahadur Maulvi WMIMUDDIN AHMED: I am opposing all 
thjese amendments. I am not going to take much time and I shall 1)© 
as bri^f as possible. 
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If, as His Excellen§y has said, the distribution of seeds is going 
l>e done by private agency, then this departmeutfought to be abolished 
altogether. Perhaps the members of this Council are await that 
research work is going on in the farms at Dacca. There are three 
distinct functions of the district agricultural officers: the first is to 
demonstrate the results obtained at the research farms at local farms 
which we establish in every district; in the second place, wlfen it is found 
that the new crops obtained by research pros|*»r well in the farms; it 
is the next business of the agricultural officer to introduce these things 
into the interior of the country; in the third place, it is his husinses to 
demonstrate these things in individual eases with the help of the 
demonstrators. These are the three functions; and it is not his primary 
function to distribute the seed only. 

Now, some of the supporters of the resolution have already said that 
the district agricultural officer cannot he exacted to go to every jmrt 
of the district. His activity must In* confined to a smaller area. We 
know that a district is a vast area and the conditions obtaining in 
different parts of the province vary to a considerable extent. Then the 
conditions in a sulwfivision are not the same as those obtaining in 
another. If one kind of experiment is successful in one part of the 
subdivision, it is not likely to he successful in another part. Therefore, 
each officer should take up that particular variety of exj>enment which 
is likely to be successful; for this purpose every subdivision must have 
an agricultural officer, as, for instance, in the Palma district, there are 
some areas which arc essentially fit for potato and for transplanted winter 
paddy. 1 he Serajganj subdivision is essentially fit for jute cultnation. 
We cannot expect that the same officer residing at Palma will huvo 
sufficient time to go over the whole of the district aifd to find out what 
particular crop is suitable for that part of the district. 1* or example, 
IndrasaU paddy lias been found to he a most heavy yielding ciop. If 
an officer has to try experiments with the help of demons Pryors in order 
to give pi ope r instruction to these demonstrators, we should require an 
increase in the number of agricultural officers for the subdivisions. 
If you want that the Indrasail paddy should In* demonstrated, then the 
officer in the Sadar subdivision should have four or five demonstrators 
to help him and with the help of these demonstrator he could introduce 
the Indrasail paddy to the areas where the transplantation of winter 
paddy obtains. Then again, if he finds'bv denjonstration in the district 
farms that the cultivation of paddy is likely to he a very paying concern 
to a particular distri cl, he will have to demonstrate and introduce it to 
the individual farms. For that puriKise, an increased number of officers 
is required. We cannot expect one officer to introduce paddy through- 
out the district as the conditions of the soiV generally vary in different 
parts of the district, one port may be suitable for potato while another 
may be suitable for paddy. So one single officer cannot cope with jhe 
work which will entail upon him for the demonstration of thes- things 
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the individual farnjs and then to individual cultivators. In order to 
give proper education, the number of demonstraf&rs should be increased, 
for which we have bden crying hoarse for some time past. Formerly, 
the Agricultural Department was a top-heavy department, but tjie 
Hon'ble Minister is now moving in the right direction by increasing 
the number of agricultural officers and demonstrators. • So I submit 
that it is bi^t proper that the members of this Counci^ should help the 
Minister by providing him these officers so that the results obtained in 
the research farms may be brought nearer the doors of cultivators. 

Of course my friend Maulvi Mahammed Madassur Hussain has said 
that unless we can provide for irrigation facilities, it is no good appoint- 
ing a number of agricultural officers. It is quite true. At the same 
time, it is not reasonable that because we cannot do one thing, we 
should abstain from doing the other. Nobody can say that, by the 
efforts of the Department of Agriculture, we have gained nothing. We 
have improved the cultivation of jute by the introduction of tfye Kahaya 
Bombay jute. These things have their use in their own way. It seems 
essential that the results obtained at the researches should be introduced 
in the inteiior by the help of these officers. I, therefore, think that the 
Council should do well to vote solid in favour of the amount required 
for the entertainment of these officers. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur being absent, the following 
motion standing in his name was deemed to he withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 28,000 for the provision of 20 district 
agricultural officers for subdivisions under head ‘ 34. — Agriculture — 
Scheme 11 ’ be reduced to Rs. 15,000.” 

Mftlilvi MDH/tMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I had no 

mind to take part in the working of this session of the Council, because 
all our cry is nothing but a cry in the wilderness. JThe Council has 
given their ,vote in favour of many useless items of expenditure that 
were put before it ; so I do not see any reason why we should not pass 
this grant also. 

With these words, I beg to oppose the motions. 

Thu HoftMto th* Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: I have frequently been told, both in the Council and 
outside, that the Department of Agriculture fails to keep in touch with 
the actual cultivators of tha soil, and to bring to their notice the 
improvements which have been worked out by tl$ scientific experts of 
the department. It is on the district agricultural officers and demon- 
strators that we rely for keeping in touch with the cultivators, and any 
failure of the department ta bring those improvements to the notice of 
the agricultural classes, As simply due to the fact that we have not 
sufficient officers of these grades. In a resolution issued in 1919, the 
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Government announcedjhat its policy was to aim %t providing a demon# 
strator for every police-station in Bengal. An increase in the number 
of district agricultural officers is a necessary eorohary to afl increase in 
the number of demonstrators. We cannot place a demonstrator in a 
rural area and leave it to bis discretion to do such work as be pleases. 
Supervision i£ essential. The demonstrator, though he is sufficiently 
trained for the eposes for which he is employed, is not a «nan of much 
education or capable of assuming much responsibility. To guide and 
advise him in his work, a district agricultural officer is necessary, and 
if we are to have a demonstrator for every police-station in Bengal, we 
must have at least one district agricultural officer for every subdivision 
in the province. In fact, in many of the larger subdivisions, 1 think 
one officer will be found to be insufficient. For the present, however, 
we are merely asking for 20 more officers of this class. The Director 
of Agriculture has furnished me with a list of subdivisions to which they 
will be ppsted and of the work which each of them will he required to 
do there. I can assure the ( 'mined that this work is of the utmost 
importance and value and will he of direct benefit to the cultivators. 
Wherever 1 have gone on tour, either in the district or in the subdivision, 
1 was much impressed with the crying demand for demonstration on 
the part of the lc^caJ j>eoplc. 

I, therefore, ask the Council to reject the-e motions. 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Raft Uddln. 

Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 
Bhattacharjl, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klshorl Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl tmh Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

De, Babu Fanlndralal. 

Dutta, Babu tndu Bhushan. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Haq, Shah Sytd Emdadul. 

Hussain, Maulvl Mahammed Madassur. 
Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 


AL , „„ w . Jahadur Maulvl Waslmuddln 

All, Mr. Syad Nastm. 

Baiter jam, the Hon’bleSIr Surondra Nath. 
lamrjM, Ral Bahadur Ablnas Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon ble the Mawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P.e 
tmoraon, Mr. T. 

Farequl, Mr. K. Q. M* 


AYE8. 

, Mnkramall, Munshl. 

Mukharjl, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 

I Nakey, Mlrza Muhafbmad All. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shekhareswar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra Klshor. 
Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur* Kshaunlsh 
Chandra. a 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mohan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Manlioll finch. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Slnha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 


NOES. 

o 

French, Mr.*F. C. 

Goode. Mr. S. W. 

Karim; Maulvl Fazlul. 

Kerr, the Hon’ble Sir John. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur at Surdwa 
the tyonble the 
MoAlptn, Mr. M. C. 

Milter, tha Hen*bie Mr. F. 0. 

Preatlee, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, tha Hen’bla Sir AM*yr» 
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Roy, Mr. BIJoyprooad Slngh. ( 
Hoy, Mr. 4. H. 

•pry, Mr. H. E. 

•uhrawardy, Dru Haisan. t 


•wan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Malth, Mr. C«F. 

Wilton, Lloutenant*Colonol R. P. 
| Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 26, and the Noes 29, the motion was lost. , 
The following- motions, standing in the name of Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul 
Haq, were, hv leave of the Council, withdrawn: — * 


” That the demand of *Rs. 11,200 under head ‘ 34*— Agriculture — 
Scheme 12 ’ for the provision of 50 additional demonstrators, be 
refused.” 


“ That tlie demand of Rs. 1,900 under head 4 34. — Agriculture — 
Scheme 13 ’ being the provision for additional staff under expert officers, 
be refused.” 


” That the demand of Rs. 13,500 under head 1 34. — Agriculture — 
Scheme 19 * l>eitig the provision for additional cattle for farms and 
increased cost of food, be refused.” 


Ra]a MANILOLL SINGH ROY: I move that the demand for 
Rs. 5,000 under head “ 34. — Agriciulture — Experimental Farms — 
Scheme 20 ” he reduced by Re. 1. 

It is for acquiring fresh lands for another farm at Bogra that this 
demand is made, the old one having proved a failure, 1 am sure 
through the fault of a so-called expert to select a suitable site. The 
Council should he enlightened as to who this expert is, what action has 
heon taken against him, and what he is now. J suggest the reduction 
of l he grant, unless all these are promised to he done. 


SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. A. L. Swan): 1 think the member has 
delivered a speech*' which he prepared for another item. We are at 
present discussing item No. 233, which has nothing to do with what 
he has said. 

• 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I think there is some mistake, 
Raja Sahib. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: I am sorry. In that case, T 
cannot but withdraw the motion. g 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was, Ivy- leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ? ” That the demand of Rs. 5,000 
under head 4 34.— Agriculture — Scheme 21,' for the establishment of 
a farm for conducting experiments with crops on the alluvial soils of 
the Bogra district, be refused.” 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL*UL NAQ: I move that the demand of Rs. 10,000 
under head 44 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 23,” being a ltfmp provision 
for«tlie purchase of pure seed from private seed-farms, be refused. 
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The reason why move this motion is tkdfc the note given in tfiis 
book does not explain in sufficient clearness why this demand has been 
made. It means an expenditure of Its. 10, oA) every $ear, *and I do 
• not understand the necessity for these purchases, nor the places from * 
which these purchases are to be* made. In this state of uncertainty 
as to the ufility of the demand, 1 have l>een led to move this motion for 
refusal of th% demand. As I do not know much uboub the subject, I 
cannot say anything more. I put this motion before the Council iof 
discussion. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I have already explained the necessity for this grant 
in my speech moving that the demand be voted. The demand for 
departmental seeds, such as jute and paddy and for sugar-cane cuttings 
has been steadily increasing, and it is now quite impossible for the 
department to meet, it from the existing wed-farms. Accordingly, the 
department has encouraged the starting of private farms for the propa- 
gation of departmental seeds. These* farms are inspected by the officers 
of the department, ami when the seed is ready it is purchased from 
them. It is then sold to the cultivators at a pri<v which covers the 
cost to the ^department. The scheme does not actually, therefore, 
involve any cost to the Government. The sum of Rs. 1(1.000 for which 
the demand is made will be recouped by rcro\<*:\ lioni the cultivators 
to whom the seed is sold. As, however, under the Account rules, 
receipts are not available for expenditure, hut must he credited to Govern- 
ment, it is necessary to make provision on the expenditure side of the 
Budget for the purchase of seeds. This branch of the work of the 
Department of Agriculture is, perhaps, more .appreciated than any 
other by the actual cultivators, and at the same tunc il costs Go\cni- 
moTit nothing. 

I therefore ask the Council to reject this motion. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 am perfectly satisfied with this 
explanation. T am sorry that I had to trouble the Hon’hle Minister in 
this connection, but I must say that the note given in this bock is 
very insufficient. However, I beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

♦The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH RO^: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,950 under head “ 34.— Agriculture— Agricultural Experiments— ^ 
Scheme 24 ” be refused. 

I see, Sir, that this relates to a demand of Rs. 1,950 to instal a pump- 
ing plant for demonstration of irrigation by raising water, etc., and the 
recurring charges of which would be Rs. 50 a month besides the annual 
repair. I would first of all ask how many cultivators are therein the 
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lan^ who are in a position to go in for one costing about Rs. 2,000 and 
if this is not intended for the cultivators in general, then there is no need 
for the demand.* 1 

I, therefore, oppose the grant. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: Many speakers 
have said that it is no use employing agricultural officers unless you 
can provide for watering the lands; and this experiment ^intended for 
that purpose. You all know that when there is scarcity of w r ater, it is 
difficult to cultivate lands without recourse to irrigation, and for that 
purpose this experiment is going to take place at the Berhampore farm. 
I had a talk with Mr. Evans, the Director of Agriculture, on this subject 
and I requested him to find out what the cost would be to irrigate lands 
with one inch of water during the hot weather. You know' there was 
a failure of rains this year ai the time of sow r in»g and, consequently, there 
had been no cultivation in time; cultivation had to be delayed towards 
the end of April, in May and even for some time in June. I dale say 
most of the crops sown at an exorbitant cost are now 7 being destroyed 
by the w'ild force of the water flowing through the lands, as they were 
not sown in time and the flood would not wait for anybody. It is 
desirable that lands should be irrigated in time w hen required for sowing 
purposes and it is, therefore, necessary that an experiment should be 
made in that direction. 1 also made a request to Mr. Evans to find out 
the recurring expenditure of the plant for the purpose of this irrigation. 
If you understand all these, 1 think you will support the demand. 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: 1 think the 
mover of this motion does not quite understand the spirit of the thing. 
The sum is intended i'or the purchase of a pump tor the Berhamjxne 
Farm. It is not only intended for the benefit of the farm but it will 
also serve the purpose of making a demonstration to the raiyats, tenants 
and cultivators in' general. 1 know from personal experience — I pur- 
chased a small pump and a boiler for the benefit of my own private farm 
some time ago. My district has derived such Ixmefit from it< that big 
cultivators, specially a Mohunt , who is practically a Snni/asi hut an agri- 
cultui ist , has asked me to secure similar plant for him. It is quite 
possible that tenants aiql cultivators, wlfo will have a chance of having 
a demonstration of the pump, may wish to have similar plant established 
in their own private farms. Consequently, for the Department of Agri- 
culture to incur a monthly expenditure of Rs. 50 for the maintenance of 
the pump is not much, considering the benefit that will he derived from 
.such it plant by the farm and the cultivators in general. 

With these words, I oppose the motion. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 111 many parts of the province, irrigation can be con- 
veniently and cheaply carried out by utilising the water of neighbouring 
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tanks. To popularise this method of irrigation it is necessary to demqp- 
strate the use of a cteap efficient pump. The money is required for 
purchasing and setting up a portable pump of this kind dt Be^hampore 
*diere facilities exist for irrigation by this means. Though the cost of 
the pump may be beyond the means of an individual cultivator, it will 
be easilj wifhin the means of a co-operative irrigation society, and well- 
to-do zamindafs will, I hope, instal such* plants for tl*‘ use of their 
tenants. I ask the Council to vote the money for the purpose and to • 
reject this motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till Thursday, the ldth July, 1922, 
at 8 p.M., at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
• provisions of the Government of India Aet. 

I f 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 13th July, 1922, at & p.m. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 94 
nominated and elected members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Scarcity of drinking water. 

184. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has ihe attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
Self-Government been draw to the scarcity of drinking water and the con- 
sequent outbreak of cholera in the rural areas in Bengal? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what 
special steps have been taken during the last official year to remove 
or alleviate the said scarcity of water in the said areas? 

MINI8TER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea) : (a) The 

Minister is aware that there was a serious scarcity of dr^pking water in 
the rural area j of Bengal during the hot weather. The mortality from 
cholera during the period from April to dune, 1922, was heavy but 
■was actually less than the mortality for the same period in 1921. 

(b) The local bodies in rural areas are primarily responsible for 
the improvement of % the water-supply but Government is anxious to do 
all in its power to assist the local bodies in dealing with this difficult 
problem. It is hoped that measures which may be undertaken 4 for 
the abatement of malaria will at the same time have the effect of assisting 
in the solution of the problem, i 

& 

Subordinate Educational Service. 

185. Nawabzada K. M.* AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleadbd to state whether it is correct that the Central Committee of 
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the All-Bengal Government Sohool Teadhere Association) ” W 
submitted, dunng.llieir deputation to the Hon’ hie the Minister whil 
at Dacca, a note stating numerous anomullhs brougRt atynit by th 
organisation of the Sulxmlinate Educational Service? 

0>) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether h< 
contemplates issuing a communique on the allegations made. in th. 
note ? * # 

(c) Is it correct that as ail effect of tin* reorganisation of tilt 
pay and prospects of every individual officer in all other services undei 
the Government except in the Educational Services Mow the Eenga 
Educational Service the luunbci of officers adversely affected is almost 
nil V 

(J) Is it correct that more than 52 }>er cent, of the teachers origin 
ally in the grades of th# Subordinate Educational Sen ice has been 
adversely affected by the new organisation ? 

(e) Is it correct that the pay and prosjH'cts of the vast majority 
of the teachers who entered the Subordinate Educational Service at the 
lowest grade have been made adversely affected by the recent reorganisa- 
tion ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): ( ff ) Yes. 

(h) A commvnujuc does not ap]>oar necessary: individual cases of 
anomaly will he considered as opportunity of modification offers. 

O') The Minister in charge of the Depai tinent of Education has no 
information regarding the services under other Departments. 

(fJ) It is not correct. • 

(r) Mere automatic promotion would not ensure what is often urged 
by those affected — but quite incorrectly- -that evey man in the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service would rise, or could rise# to the maximum 
Its. 250. The rate of progress in the old graded Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service worked somewhat thus: — 


6-7 years in CIohh 

Vin on 

Hs r>o 

5 

VII „ 

„• no 

5 

VI 

.. Vo 

ft „ * 

v * 

„ 100 

4 

IV „ 

m 

4 

III , 

„ 150 

3-4 

II 

200 


So that very few of those who entered on Rs. 50, the usual place 
for High School teachers, rose to Class IT or I. In the present scheme. 
High Rcfiool graduate teachers rise automatically from Rs. 75 5 200 

and, when selected for Assistant Head Masters, are put in Ae scale 
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R8. £60 — 10 — 250. Similarly the Vernacular Teachers’ service was 

Rs. 30 — 1 — 50 : corresponding teachers are now on As. 50 — 2 — 80—^3 

110 or Rs. 35 — 2 — 75 — 3-MH). Furthermore, opportunities of promo- 
tion are now more liberal. Head Masters are in the Bengal Educa- 
tional Service — though this is not due to the Reorganisation Committee, 
and Assistant Head Masters on a special scale: there are *thus two 
special appointments in every school, and as these appointments are in 
practice likely to fall to only graduate teachers, there are two prize 
appointments for about every 8 or 10 teachers. Any deserving teacher, 
therefore, is certain of good chances of promotion beyond Rs. 200. 


Capital grants to the Calcutta University. 

1S6. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department oh Education be pleased to 
state what capital grants have been received bv the Calcutta University 
from — 

(/) private sources, 

(/?) the Government, Provincial or Imperial, 

since the reconstitution oi the University under the present Indian 
Universities Act? 

The Hon’bla Mr. P. C. MUTER: Two statements compiled from 
figures, as supplied by the University, are laid on the table. 


Statement l referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 186 , 
showing the grant s^made from private sources to the University of 
Calcutta , from 1904-06 onwards. 


% 

Rs. 

(1) Sir Tariiknath Palit 

14,65,800 

(2) Sir Rashbehary Ghose (first gift) 

10,00,000 

Sir Rashbehary Ghose (second gift) 

11,43,000 

Sir Rashbehary Ghose (third gift) 

2,50,000 

(3) Kumar Guruprasad Singh, of khaira 

5,50,000 

(4) Mr. Guruprasanna Ghose 

2,04,0*0 

(5) Mr. G. D. Birla t: 

15.000 

(6) Sir Asutosh Mookerjee Oirthday Memorial Committee 3,300 

(K) Mr. G. C. Bose. 

1,500 

(8) Mr. Sachiswar Banerjee 

3,000 

(9) P. Mukerjee Memorial* Committee 

400 

(10) Mr. Adharchandra Mukerjee 

. 18.000 

(11$ Mr. Brahmamohan M&llik 

2,600 
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(12) Mr. Dwije$chandra Chakrabarti 

(13) Mr. Keshoram Poddar 

(14) Rai Abhoyacharan Mitra, Bahadur 

( 15 ) • Assistants of the Calcutta University 

(16) Onauthnauth Deb 

(17) Bengal Social Science Association 

(18) Mr. Preonath Mallik 

(19) Dr. Chandrashekhar Kali 

(20) Clint Memorial Committee 

(21) Rai Debendranath Ray Bahadur Memorial Committee 

(22) Duke Memorial Committee 

(23) Coronation Executive Committee 
•(24) N. N. Ghose Memorial Committee 

(25) Mr. Dwarkanath Ghosh 

(26) Mr. Lalitchandra Mitra 

(27) Mr. Kishorymohan Ray 

(28) Mr. Hemchandra Gossain 

(29) Inglis Memorial Committee 

(30) Kumar Saratchandra Singh, of Paikpara 

(31) Mr. Srikumar Banerjee 

(32) Mr. Matilal Mallik 

(33) Sahebzada Md. Ahmed Shah 

(34) Mr. Charuchandra Chatterjee 

( 35 ) Dr. N. Chakrabarti 

(36) P. C. Majumdar Memorial (Committee 

(37) ifanmathanath Bhattacharyya Memorial* ^ommittee 

(38) Maharaja of Darbhanga Memorial Committee 

(39) Maharaja of Kasimbazar 

(40) Mr. B. De 

(41) Mohinimohan Mitra* Memorial Comjnittee 

(42) Mr. Ramlal Kundu 

(43) Rai Narosinha Datta Bahadur ^Memorial Committee 

(44) Mr. S. P. Ray 

(45) Mr. Preonath Dutt , 

(46) Rai Radhikaprasanna Mukerjee Bahadur Memorial 

Committee 

(47) Mr. Jagatbandhu Bose 

(48) Kumar Pramathanath Maliah of Searsole 
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500 

5.000 

1 .000 
500 

30.000 

3.500 

2.500 
2,000 

4(H) 

1.500 

4.000 

1.000 
1 .000 
2,000 
1,000 

500 

37.5(H) 

1,500 

10.000 
5(H) 

1 .500 
1,000 

1.500 

1.500 
1 ,5(H) 

1.500 
9,280 

50,000 

1,200 

500 

1,000 

2.500 
2,000 

13, 0U 

1,400 

6,000 

5,000] 
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, 1 Rs. 

(49) Mr. Sarveswar Mitra 1,500 

f 

(50) Mr. BanffendubhuHan Mukerjee 500 . 

(51) Mr. Krishnachandra Ray 1,000 

(52) Mr. Kshitindranath IJanerjee * 9,000 

( (53) Mr. Ajaynath Mitra and Mr. Asoknath Mitra 3,000 

(54) Mrs. Angelina Duke, Miss Hannah Gulia and Miss 

Kitty Gulia 1,000 

(55) Sriniati Monmohini Dutt * 1,000 

(56) Mr. Bireschandra Das . 500 

(57) Sons of Mr. Thakurdas Kerr 3,000 

(58) Mr. Robv Dutt 10,000 

(59) Mr. Satischaudra Muklierjee , 500 

(60) Mrs. Amelia Gupta 2,000 

(61) Mr. Narayanehandra Sen 1,000 

(62) Mr. Suryvakanta Raichaudhuri 4,000 

(63) Rai Hemehandra Sarkar, Bahadur . 2,000 

(64) Quinlan Memorial Committee 500 

(65) Soorjee Coomar Sarbadhikari Memorial Committee 3,600 

(66) Dwijendrnlal Roy Memorial Committee 7,500 

(67) Mohinimohan Ray Memorial Committee. 1,000 

(68) J. N. Dutt Memorial Committee 1,000 

(69) Mr. Nobokristo Kar 1,000 

(70) Assam Students’ Conference 1,100 

(71) Rai B. Nt Das, Bahadur 2,000 

(72) Messrs. Ismail Ibrahim Salehjee and Hashim Salehjee 5,000 

(73) Maharaja of Kasimbazar 4,000 

(74) Mr. Durgacharan Mookerjee 1,500 

(75) Mr. Satisehandiyi Ray 12,000 

(76) Dr. A. Suhrawardy 1,000 

(77) Pedlar Memorial Committee . 500 

(78) Mr. Haranchandra BaneVjee 1,000 

. (79*) Mr. G. C. Ghosh 1,00,000 

(80) Mr. Upendrachandra Pal 1,040 

(81) Mr. Jatindranath Biswas 4,800 

(82) Mr. Nagendranarayan Raychaudhuri * 500 

(83) * Mr. Kshirodebihari Chatterjee 1.000 
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(84) Mr. Brajaballabh Datta 

(85) Mr. Benoykrishna Gooptu 

(86) Mr. Skamacharan Ganguli 

(87) Atfharchamlra Mookerjee Memorial Committee 

(88) Srin^ati Annapurna ]>e\ri 

(89) Sir Asutosh Mookerjee 

(90) Sir P. C. Ray 


000 
8,700 
0,000 
1 ,000 
2, IKK) 
o!ooo. 

10,000 


Statement II referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 

showing the grants gioen by the Government of India or Bengal 
Government to the University of Calcutta from 1904-05 onwards. 


Whether Imperial 

Year of unction 

Amount of the 1 


or Provincial. 

or payment. 

grant. 

Object on which to l*e oijwikKhI. 



Kb 


Imperial 

1904-05 

1,80.000 

Extension of the Uuiversit v's premises 

• 



and construct ion of building*. 

Do. 

1905-06 

| 60,00 IJ i I 





Completion of the project* for a 

Do. 

1906-07 

50,000 

University lihrnrv , an examination 




y hull and laboratories for testing 

Do. 

1907-08 

50,000 

the practical work of candidates 




in Science examinations. 

Do. 

1908-09 

50,000 J 


Do. 

1909-10 

30,000 l 

* 

University building 

Do. 

1910-11 

20,000 University building extension. 

Do. 

| 

1911-12 

10,000 | University Law Colldfee library. 

Do. 

| 

1912-13 

1 

3,00,000 , 1 

Examination Imlla and Law hostel. 

Do. ... 

1912-13 

1,00,000 [ 1 

►ooka and furniture for University 

1 

i 

1 

• 

Jibrai y. 

-1 

1912-13 j 

8,00,000 / 

acquisition of the fish market and 



• 

construction of buildings thereon. 

Do. ... 

1915-16 

11,50,136 ; J, 

oust ruction of hostels for under- 



graduate students of affiliated 


Provincial 

Do* 


1908-09 

leio-n 


Printing of the reports of the Uoi- 
varsity Inspectors on High Schools. 

j University Law College library. 
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i Home Industries Shop. 

e 

187. Babu INDU 0HU8HAN DUTTAs (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister’ in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement giving the following information* 
regarding the Home Industries Shop in Corporation Street, Calcutta, 
year by year, for the last 5 years — 

1 (t) cost of Establishment and House Rent; 

(ii) the total amount of sales effected; and 

(in) the net profit or loss sustained (without taking into considera- 
tion the amount of the Government grant) ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what parti- 
cular industry, if any, has received an impetus through the activities 
of the Home Industries Shop or the Home Industries Association and in 
what way? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) A statement is laid cm the table. 

P>) The following industries are leported to have received an 
impetus through the activities of the Home Industries 'Association : — 

Silk goods, ivory, bell-metal, Sikkim tweeds, horn buttons, It unhid as 
and saris from Dacca, cloth (Lai champhies^ from Tippera and dosuti 
and needle embroidery from Faridpur. 


Statement giving the information regarding the Home Industries Shop in 
Corporation Stdeet , Calcutta, referred to in the reply to clause (a) of 
unstarred question No. 187. 



i 

Ykar. 

Cost of estab- 
lishment. 

House rent. 

t 

Total sales. 

• Profit on 
s ties. 



Ra. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Ja\y 1917- 

-1918 (March) 

8,245 

2,269 

21,176 

4,469 

1918-19 

... 

12,496 

2,626 

97.611 

18,307 

1919 20 

... f 

15,2 fo 

4,202 

67,851 

14.487 

1920-21 

... 

12,514 

2,001 

60,994 

12,611 

1921-22 

t 

cl2,()13 

1,969 

40,724 

4,291 


* It U not possible to five accurately “Not profit -or loss sustained (without taking Into consideration the 
nmotmt of the Government grant) ” as the A.«ocA*tlon i» a non-profit sharing ooncern and a considerable amount of 
its expenditure was made for p ropaganda and organisation work to make Home Industries popular. 


Agricultural Officers touring beyond Jurisdiction. 

188. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: («) Will the'Hon’ble the 
Minfeter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
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pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is a circular hy the Director 
of Agriculture that n^ Agricultural Officer should go beyond his juris- 
diction without the Director’s permission? • • 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of times any District Agricultural 
Officer went beyond his jurisdiction (and specially to Calcutta) in 1920-21 
and in 1921-22*- 

(i) with the Director’s permission, and 
(it) without the Director’s permission? 

(c) How much has been paid to these officers as travelling allowances 
for these journeys? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURl, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. AJDeputy Director as a Controlling Officer is 
authorised to permit a District Agricultural Officer in bis circle to go 
beyond his jurisdiction in the interests of the public service. 

(b) (r), (it) and (c) A statement is laid on the Library tabic. 


Economy effected by the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture and 
Public Works. 


189. Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Will the ITon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Public Works bo pleased 
to state what economies, if any, have been effected by him, since he 
assumed office, in the administration of the various Departments included 
in his portfolio? 


The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB /\L I CHAUDHURl, 
Khan Bahadur: The budgets of tin* Atfri. ult.mil Depart, mu, t mid of the 
Industries Dei>artnieiit were scrutinized it, Septemlier last, lxdh by the 
Department of*Atfri,-ulture and Industries and by <l,c Finance Dc|mrt-. 
ment A mim of Its, 16,00(1 was retrenched from these* budgets end 
instructions were issued to all officer* that rigid economy must In- 
exercised and that no expenditure on new schemes could he Mi.nct .one, 1 
As regards the estimates for the current year, these, as explained hv u 
Hon’ble Member in charge of rte Finance Department in luting 
the budget in February last have been framed in rigid and 
parsimonious economy, and do not do more # thon provide for tin 
needs of the administration. , 

No .coo.™.. k.™ W in f& lMkU. W™k. ftp.rtm.nl~ 

tW Deportment i, .!»«* —Orely o( IW n.l«re of « 
the service of the other Departments of the Government. Its operations 

•» t” t 

-< .He ruHHe work. I*-** 

must hold itself in readiness to meet requirements. 
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Rules regarding the recruitment by examination to certain services. 

4 e 

190* Mr. # TARIT £HU8AN ROY. (a) With reference to Govern- 
ment notification No. 6798A of the 27th May in the Calcutta Gazette of 
the 7th June, 1922, publishing provisional rules to regulate the recruit- 
ment by examination to some of the Provincial or othe^ services in 
Bengal during the year 1922, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— * 

(i) whether public bodies were consulted before the aforesaid 

rules were adopted; 

(ii) whether the consequences of clause 1, item 4, of Schedule III 

under rule 17 of the Notification were foreseen, viz,, those 
of the practical exclusion of all Art graduates from the 
examination ; 

(Hi) whether there was any special reason for the restriction of 
the age-limit under rule 12 of the aforesaid Notification ; and 

( iv ) the bases on which the allotment of nominations has been made 
in Schedule II under rule 10 of the said Notification? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of amending 
the rules — 

(?) by putting in a few more alternative subjects under clause 1, 
item 4, in Schedule III ; 

(ii) by placing the age-limit at 21 years; or 

(???) by redistributing the allotment of nomination? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) (?) No. 

(ii) Government are unable to admit that the clause referred to 
will have the result which is suggested. 

(???) The Jimit under rule 12 was fixed after due consideration of 
the age-limits in the case of examinations for the Indian Civil Service 
and the Imperial Police. The object of Government was to allow 
every student a fair opportunity to try for any or all of these examina- 
tions, while avoiding the necessity of permitting an officer who had 
already accepted an appointment in one of the Provincial Services to 
appear subsequently in an Imperial Service examination. . » 

(iv) The nominations fvere allot fed after an examination of the 
number of honours and pass graduates from each college last year, 
beii*g arranged in three groups roughly corresponding to the claims 
of colleges on this basis. 

(b) (?), (ii) and (???) Government are not prepared to make any changes 
in the rules this year, but any suggestions made to the Appointment 
Department in the ordinary way will receive due consideration for 
subsequent occasions. 
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Demands for Grants. 

34. — Agriculture. 

Motions for reduction. 

Maulvi A.«C. FAZL-UL HAQs I move that the demand *of Its. 5,000 
under head “ 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 25 ” being the provision* for 
experiments for eradication of water-hyacinth be refused. 

I will not take up the time of the Council by making a long speech 
on such a comparatively unimportant subject. 1 am free to admit that 
the water-hvacinth has become a regular menace to the waterways of 
Bengal and it is a very serious problem with which Government and 
the people are now confronted. But I do not think, however, that any 
experiments are necessary nor can l)e usefully made in order to eradi- 
cate wftter-hyacinth from the waterways of Bengal. In all earnest 
ness and in all seriousness, I would say in the first place that simpler 
methods can be found and ought to be adopted in conjunction and in 
co-operation with the district boards. At one time I thought that there 
were certain departments of Government where officers get salary 
— fairly big salary — but do no work — for instance, the officers of 
the Agricultural Department, Industries Department, Fisheries Depart- 
ment — and if I may he permitted to add — also the River Police. They 
may be asked to take steps to eradicate water-hyacinth in the course 
of their tours throughout the province. I n spite of spending Rs. 5,000, 
these officers may be asked to take proper stops to eradicate* this nuis- 
ance. I do not think this money ought to Ik* spent. On a matter of 
principle I oppose this demand, and I think that# the money that has 
been raised by special taxation should not be spent on such a purpose. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: There is a snistaken impies- 
sion that this demand also includes ordinary expenses f%r carrying on 
the routine business of the committee* of inquiry appointed to suggest 
means to stop the spreading of water-hyacinth. Tin* ordinary excuses 
for commissions and committees of inquiry are provided under major 
head No. 47-0. In the budget Estimate for 191J2-23, the sum of Its. 
30,0^0 was voted by the Council. The demand now made is an 
extraordinary item, evidently proposed by the committee to carry on 
experiments in this special line. Enough ot a sum is provided in the 
budget to carry on experiment in the different experimental farms and 
laboratories belonging to the Agricultural Department. There # are 
enough facilities at Manipur, Chinsma, Burirhat and elsew'here, where 
any experiment devised by the committee can be conveniently carried on 
without much expense. There is an Agricultural Botanist, one Assist- 
ant Agricultural Botanist and an Agricultural Chemist, Fibre Specialists 
and other expert officers, each with laboratories. They will fladly 

37 a 
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assist the committee whenever necessary. If the Council now go on 
providing a separate establishment, a separate laboratory, I do not 
know whore it would end. I do not see the necessity of starting a 
fresh laboratory for the purpose — in fact the sum granted (Rs. 30,000) * 
under 47-C is more than sufficient to cover all legitimate expenses of 
this and all other committees, of inquiry during the year. *But as the 
Minuter is inclined to provide some additional fund for the committee, 
a reasonable sum to the extent of Rs. 2,000 may be voted. My honest 
belief is that if the municipalities and the district boards enforce their 
by-laws of compelling the proprietors of weedy tanks and low-lying 
plots to keep them free from this weed, the disappearance of this 
noxious vegetation would be a question of six months — committees or 
no committees. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I beg to oppose 
these two motions and my reason is this. The district boards and 
municipalities have been at a loss to find out how to put a stop to this 
growing menace of water-hyacinth. My friend, Maulvi Fazl-ul TTaq, 
suggests that the river police should be put to this task. But my friend 
does not know the character of water-hyacinth. This water-hyacinth 
cannot be destroyed. We have taken pains to destroy it. We have 
burnt it down, but if a single germ is left, within two or* three months 
the whole pond becomes full of wnter-hvaeinth. So I do not know how 
to destroy it. A committee was appointed to find out means, and the 
members are scientific experts, and T understand that this money is 
required to find out the best means of destroying water-hyacinth. Per- 
sonally speaking, I should say that even if Rs. 10,000 is necessary, we 
ought to vote for that. W T e have tried out best, but we could not do 
anything. We can only hope that some method may be found out by 
the committee which will put an end to the menace. 

Maulvi YAKOINUDDIN AHMED: It is an irony of* fate that the 
Department of Agriculture has received the attention of two gentle- 
men who are residents of the town. Those who live in the mufassal 
know much bettor about this water-hyacinth than those who live in 
the town. I was travelling from Myn^ensingh to Dacca the other day 
and I saw that all the water along the route through which the trains run 
was full of water-hyacinth and is it the business of the river polic* to 
cope with this evergrowing, pest ? *1 think there must be some expert 
to find out the means of eradicating the germs of this pest, and there- 
fore, I think, the experiment with regard to destroying this pest are 
‘ esseiftiallv necessary and the provision of Rs. 5,000 is not a very large 
amount. I am sorry that there are members who» think that this 
amount is unnecessary. I opjx^e the motion. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHA C UDHURI, 
Khftlt'Bahadur: I must remind the Council that about a year ago they 
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passed a resolution recommending the appointment of a committee to 
consider the ways %nd means of eradicating the water-hyacinth* A 
committee was appointed, and Sir Jagadish IJJiandra B*>se kindly con- 
sented to preside over it. It is on the recpmmendations of "that com- 
mittee that we have provided Rs. 5,000 for experiments to ascertain the 
best mean* of destroying the plant. I need not enlarge upon the 
damage whi<jji is being caused to the •waterways of Bengal, to the 
public health of the province, and in large tracts, also to the agricultural 
conditions. The sum in question is merely a trifle in comparison with 
the damage that is being done by this pest, and 1 hois* the Council 
will show their confidence in Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose’s committee 
by rejecting this motion and voting the grant which they have lecom- 
mended. 

Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul ITaq’s motion was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. * 

Rjy Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur had a similar motion which was 
put and lost. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that, the demand of 
Rs. 17,000 for experimenting with tube-wells under head “ 34. — Agri- 
culture — Scheme 20,” be reduced to Its. 8,500. 

There seems to be an idea abroad that nobody in this country knew 
anything about tube-wells before Mr. Scott begun sinking them for the 
mill people. The experiments with these wells began over thirty years 
iigo. Without going into the past history in detail, this Council should 
recommend to the Ilon’ble Ministers and Ihe heads of the departments 
who are busy with the suggestion of the ex|>eriment to carefully digest 
the information of experiments set forth in the # two editions of the 
pamphlet styled “ Improved System of Boring for Agricultural and 
Di inking Purposes,” by Rai Bahadur Pundit Matadur Sukul, a retired 
Superintending Engineer, Public Works Department. The last edi- 
tion was published in 1910. Numerous instances of tube-wells sunk by 
him — down to 200 feet — in Rampur-Boalia, Nator, Jnlpaiguri, Balur- 
ghat (at Dinajpur), besides Svlhet, Sibsagar and other places in Assam, 
are enumerated in that pamphlet. I wonder whether the authorities 
now concerned with the asking for this demand for Rs. 17,000 for 
fresh experiments exactly at similar places, viz., Manipur, Chinsura 
anS Berhampur — have been profited by the past experience. I do not 
think the Council should vote any sum for fresh experiments until 
the experiments done in the past — 1€ to 30 years back are fully 
discussed. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHUBI, 
Khan Bahadur: The importance of irrigation, especially in Western 
Bengal, cannot be over-estimated. One of the cheapest and most effi- 
cient means of irrigation is the tube-well. It is not, however, a^systeut 
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that can be universally (adopted. Its efficiency depends on a supply of 
artesian water, and the existence of such a supply fian only be definitely 
ascertained by*experimeut. There are three tracts of land which appeal 
likely to yield a good supply of artesian water. I need not enter into, 
the details which are in the printed note. I trust the Council will 
agree with me in thinking it important to give a proper trial to this 
cheap and elective method o£ irrigation and will reject $ie motions. 

, The motion was then put and lost. 

The following motion, standing in the name of Raja Maniloll Singh 
Roy, was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand for Rs. 17,000 under head 1 34. — Agriculture — 
Agricultural Experiments — Scheme 26,’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

The following motions were then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — * 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURC “That the demand of 
Rs. 11,800 under head * 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 27,’ be refused.” 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 30,000 
under head ‘34. — Agriculture — Scheme 28,’ being lump provision ior 
farm schools, be refused.” 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand of Rs. 4,900 
under head “ 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 34,” for the appointment of 
an Assistant Registrar of Co-operative Societies for the Burdwan Divi- 
sion, be refused. 

As we are short of time, 1 will leave it to my hon’ble friend, Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta, to make his speech. I simply move my motion. 

Babu INDU BHU3HAN DUTTA: This is a proposal to make an 
already top-heavy department more top-heavy still, and if this system 
goes on, the department of co-operation may come to grie^ one day too 
soon. Sir, I have some experience in co-operative work, having been 
unofficially connected with this department for four or five years. 1 hope 
the Council will excuse me if I go into certain details in order to make 
my position clear. There are three classes of organizations in the co-* 
operative department — (1) the village f societies, (2) the central co- 
operative banks, and (3) the federation banks in Calcutta. Now, the 
village societies are looked after bv Inspectors, and their accounts hre 
audited by co-operative auditors. The central banks are inspected by 
Assistant Registrars. . During tjie last few years the increase in the 
number of village societies has no doubt been great, but the increase 
‘in th£ number of central banks has not been proportionately so. So 
I canned for the life of me understand why there is such a hurry about 
an extra staff to supervise the central banks. 

A few months ago, there was a proposal to appoint aif Assistant 
Registrar for the Chittagong Division. When I objected to this in 
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the Agricultural Staging Committee, I was toll! that the necessity ^a 8 
great the work was suffering and that the appointment could not be 
delayed. But what was the result ? Government in a hurry appointed 
tin Assistant Registrar but they did not provide him with an establish- 
ment, and I do not see how an Assistant Registrar, in his solitary 
dignity, coxfld carry on the work that was thrust ujx>n him. As soon 
as this Assistant Registrar was appointed* the Assistant Registrar of 
Dacca went on leave, and this new Assistant Registrar of Chittag'ong* 
had to do the work of two Assistant Registrars. As a matter of fact, 

I think the Assistant Registrar of Dacca is on leave still and that his 
work is being carried on by the Divisional Auditor. This is how the 
Asssitant Registrar’s work is being carried on. The central banks of 
Bengal are managed by a body of Directors consisting of the educated 
and the leading men of jlistrict and subdivisional towns, and 1 
am sure that they do not require such frequent supervision, such 
careful .supervision, such extraordinary supervision as is done by so 
many Assistant Registrars. I can tell the House that in 1910, 
there was only one Registrar and one Personal Assistant to manage 
the co-operative work of the whole province. Since then yve have had 
a number of Assistant Registrars, and in addition to them we have got 
a Deputy Registrar also. It seems that because there is a Commis- 
sioner for each division, therefore, there must be an Assistant Registrar 
for every division in Bengal. I confess, I do not understand this logic. 
Moreover, Government have appointed a committee for considering the 
possibility of abolishing the post of Commissioners, and it is safe to infer 
that in the near future the Commissionerships will be abolished and 
their divisions will go. Following that analogy, where will the Assistant 
Registrars be then? I am sure this division of nreuis absolutely a futile 
division. 

There is ajjpther point. I do not understand why Deputy Magis- 
trates should be taken in as Assistant Registrars. I i]o not know 
whether executive experience is of any value in the co-operative depart- 
ment. They have got to learn the w’ork and taxpayers’ money is spent 
on teaching them co-operative work. I do not understand why Deputy 
Magistrates should get Rs. 600 p\vx Rs. 100 to learn the work. Surely 
the work can be carried on by the department al*men. They know the 
work and it has been proved that they can manage the work effi- 
ciently there again, what is the good of having seven officers at the top? 
Therefore I say that it is an absolutely useless proposal. Of course, if 
it is a proposal to bring in a particular officer, who has to be provided 
with a soft job, then I have got nothing to say ; but if it is to manage * 
the work of the Co-operative Department, I must emphatically protest 
against it. 

R«i HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In rising to support Babu . 
Indu Bhushan Dutta, I would like to draw the attention of the House 
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to certain facts and figures. Under this head “ 34-C. — Co-operative 
Societies/* the United Provinces has budgeted ^ts. 1,22,000, Bombay 
Rs. 4,20,000,* and Bengal Rs. 4,46,000 this year. Out of this sum, 
i.e., Rs.* 4,46,000, only Rs. 6,580 goes by way of grants to Co-operative 
Societies and the rest is spent for establishment charges, allowances, 
etc. There can therefore be no doubt that this departmeftt is as over- 
staffed as it js costly. Moreover, there are at present six gazetted 
, officers in this department. Under the circumstances, I do not under- 
stand why each of them cannot be placed in charge of a division. Why 
cannot the Deputy Registrar be placed in charge of the lesser of the 
two divisions and the Assistant Registrar be left in charge of the Presi- 
dency Division, especially when we know that the Burdwan Division 
has got a very small number of Co-operative Societies — only 875, accord- 
ing to the report of 1920-21. There is, of course, some reason for Dacca 
and Chittagong to have two different officers, because between them 
they have 2,350 Co-operative Societies, and leaving Chittagong apart, 
Dacca alone has got 1,640 societies. So there was some reason for 
relieving the Assistant Registrar in charge of those two divisions of 
a part of his work and appointing a special officer for Chittagong. 
But. so far as the Presidency and the Burdwan Divisions are concerned, 
there being only 1,945 societies, two high officers for these two divisions 
are not at all necessary. For if it is seriously maintained that 875 
societies in the Burdwan Division or 1,070 societies in the Presidency 
Division require a separate Assistant Registrar, then we shall soon 
come to hear that the Rajshahi Division, with its 1,395 or 1,400 socie- 
ties cannot do without two such officers. Further, I cannot understand 
why it is necessary to appoint an Assistant Registrar for every Com- 
missioner’s division without any regard to the number of societies to 
look after. Moreover, why must Deputy Magistrates be appointed to 
these posts? Why, if at all an Assistant Registrar is to be appointed, 
cannot an office^ with lower pay — a Sub-Deputy Collector — be taken? 
This may be /well tried at least in the Burdwan Division, which has 
got such a comparatively small number of Co-operative Societies. To 
effect retrenchment, Madras has exactly done the same thing. I would 
urge this point on the attention of the House — the employment of lower 
grade officers as Assistant Registrars in place of Deputy Magistrates, if 
Assistant Registrars are really indispensable. % 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI * As the time is very short, I will be brief. 
Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq Lis simply moved his motion, but he left the 
matter of speaking to Babu In&u Bhushan Dutta, and very rightly too. 
, MauJvi FazFul Haq once remarked that official memory is veiy short, 
but he probably will be surprised to learn that non-official memory is 
getting much shorter still. Qnly last year Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 
congratulated Lord Ronaldshay when this scheme was sanctioned by the 
Secretary of State, adding that the scheme of appointing Assistant 
Registrars was a very excellent one. 
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Babu INDU BFHI8HAN DUTTA: May I offer a word of explanation ? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu 8ureqdra Nath, Ray): You can 

explain after he has finished. * 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: In fact, even if the appointment of Deputy 
Registrar was specially referred ft) and when this whole scheme in 
which the frosts of Assistant Registrars were sanctioned, Bubq Indu 
Bhushan Dutta was so much pleased that he was the first, to congratulate 
His Excellency, and that only in the year 1921. I do not know what 
circumstances have since then occurred which have led him to change 
his opinion. He mentioned facts and figures of 191 (>, hut 1 do not know 
what other additional facts have oceured to make him change Ins 
opinion. 

Babu INDU BHUSlfAN DUTTA: [ Thp member tmitl something 
which was inaudible ut the Iti*|K>rtern’ table.] 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Thin is not a new proposal. Up to last year there were 
only three Assistant Registrars for the whole province. In 1920, the 
Secretary of State sanctioned the appointment of an Assistant Regis- 
trar for each Commissioner’s division. Money, however, was not 
available and the matter had to he held in abeyance. Last year, it became 
possible to fill one of the two new jx>sts by abolishing the special 
Assistant Registrar for Industrial Societies, and an Assistant Registrar 
was posted to the Chittagong Division. But the Burd wan and Presi- 
dency Divisions still remain in the charge of one officer. The rapid 
development of the co-operative movement, however, has made further 
delay impossible. A standard of work for Astrtsfant Registrars has 
been laid down by the Co-operative Committee. That standard is enor- 
mously exc^'ded by the work thut the Assistant Registrars of the 
Presidency and Burd wan Divisions have to jierforn* and even when a 
separate Assistant Registrar is appointed, I think I am correct in say- 
ing that each officer will have to perform the maximum amount of work 
which the Committee thought it jxwsible for an Assistant Registrar to 
perform. If the principle of official control of the oo-ojierative move- 
ment is accepted (and I do* not think the. necessity for it will Ik? 
* questioned at the present stage of co-operative development), then, Sir, 
Government must see that that coittrol is efficiently exercised. In the 
present case, Government and the Secretary of State considered that 
this new appointment was amply justified in 1920. After two years, the 
case for the appointment is even stronger, and the only alternative t* 
its creation is a curtailment of the activities of the Co-operative 
Department. That is a course which ^ should be loath to adopt, and 
I am sure the Council will agree in this. I therefore ask the Council 
to reject this motion. 
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(tabu INOU BHUSHfeN DUTTA: May I ask whether the Assistant 

Registrars inspect central banks or village societies? 

The Hbn’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: They inspect village societies, but I cannot say off-hand 
whether they inspect also the central banks. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYE8. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Atomed, Munshl Jafar. 

Alcy, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

All, Mr. Syed Erfan. 

All, Munshl Amir. 

Bhattaoharjl, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klshori Mohan. * 
Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

De, Babu Fanlndralal. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Chatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmani. 

Chose. Mr. D. C. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 


Makramall, Munshl. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mukherjl, Professor 8. C. 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

R-ae, Mr. W. R. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shekhareswar. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upendra Lai 
Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra Klshor. 
Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. 

Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Slnha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Skinner, Mr. H. E. 


N0E8. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Waslmuddln. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuddln. 

Mimed, Maulvl R*aft Uddln. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddln. c 
All, Mr. Syed Naslm. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohf nan. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon’t/ie the Nawab Balyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Currie, Mr. W. C. 

Das, Babu Bhismadev. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. * 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M- 
Frcnoh, Mr. F. C. 

Goode, Mr. 6. W. * 

Haq, Shah Syed EmdaduJ. ^ 

Th^ Ayes being 33 and the Nc 


Karim, Maulvl Fazlul. 

Kerr, the Hon’ble Sir John. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld-ud-dln. 

Khan, Maulvj Md. Raftque Uddln. 
Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the 
McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C.G 
Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhene. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur- 
Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Roy, Mr. Bljoyprosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

8a lam, Khan Bahadur Atodus. 

Spry? Mr. H. E. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 
t’Wllson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


39, the motion was lost. 


The lime allotted for the discussion of the demands on “34. Agri- 
culture ” having expired, the fallowing motions were put and lost: 


4 Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 10,000 
under *head 4 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 37/ being provision for 
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establishment under the Assistant Registrar ofc Co-operative Societies, 
Chittagong and BurSwan Division, be refused. 1 ’ # 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU8sAlN: “ That the demand 
* for Rs. 10,000 under head ‘ 84. — Agriculture — Scheme 87/ being pro- 
vision for establishment under the Assistant Registrar of Co-operative 
Societies, Chittagong and Burdwan Divisions, be refused/' 

Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: “ That the demand fo* 
Rs. 10,000 under head * 84. — Agriculture — Scheme 87/ being provi- 
sion for establishment under the Assistant Registrar of Co-o]>erutive 
Societies, Chittagong and Burdwan Divisions, be reduced to Rs. 500 
only.” 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: “ That the demand of Rs. 10,000 
under head ‘ 84. — Agricultjme — Co-operative Credit — Scheme 87/ ln»ing 
provision for establishment under the Assistant Registrar of Co-ojH‘ra- 
tive Societies, Chittagong and Burdwan Divisions, be reduced by 
Rs. 5,000.” 

Maulvi A, K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 1,170 
under head * 84. — Agriculture — Scheme 88/ being additional provision 
for house-rent and allowances under Co-oj>erative Credit, he refused." 

The following motion w’as, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ 1 'hat the demand for exjienditure 
under head ‘ 84. — Agriculture/ be refused.” 

The motion, that the demand for exj>enditure under head “84. — Agri- 
culture “ as settled in Council he granted, was then put and agreed to. 

35.— Industries. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I move that a sum of Rs. 2,88,586 i>e granted under 
the head “ Industries (Transferred).” The sum provide* for an instal- 
ment oi the schemes on which the Department of Industries has be; u 
working for the past year and a half. Full details huve been given in 
the printed notes and I need only notice briefly the more important 
items. • 

First we propose to investigate the possibilities of the match-making 
industry in Bengal. We have beea promised the co-operation of the 
Forest Department in our inquiries and I believe that the investigation 
is likely to lead to practical results of (tmsiderable value. The sum of 
Rs. 25,000 for the development of industries is required for giving 
demonstrations at the various exhibitions annually held in the province 
and for experiments and researches. Then it is proposed to revise the 
pay of the staff of the Government Com&ercial Institute in accordance 
with the rdbent revision of pay of the Education Department, to which 
the members of the staff formerly belonged. In accordance ^ith a 
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resolution passed by thte Council, I have provided for the provincialize 
tion of the Pabna Technical School. It is also tR meet the wishes of 
the Council expressed i* resolutions which they have passed that I have 
made provision for two technical schools, two industrial schools and, 
two commercial schools. Provision has also been made for two techni- 
cal scholarships in order to meet to some extent a resolution on the 
subject passed r by the Council. Then there is provision Jot increasing 
„the ‘amount available for grants-in-aid to technical and weaving schools. 
I trust the Council will show its approval of the lines on which the 
Industries Department is working by voting this demand in full. 


Motions for reduction. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: £ move that the demand of 
a sum of Its. 4,000 for investigation of match industry under head 
“35. — Industries — Scheme 6, ” be refused. 

This proposal for further inquiry into the question of the match 
industry is really a very interesting one. I find from the note attached 
to the supplementary budget, that the information regarding this indus- 
try available* at present is meagre, but I find it is voluminous. It rather 
makes us pause as to whether we should take the remark seriously. 
Since my infancy I have been hearing of investigations on this industry 
in India. Within the last few years we have heard a great deal regard- 
. ing this industry. As I have already said, the information is not 
meagre and another investigation is not necessary. I also refer to the 
report of the Industrial Commission. Several monographs have been 
published by the Government of India and the Forest Department. So 
I leave the point to be decided by the Council, whether any further 
investigation is necessary. I will, however, make a few remarks about 
the expert who is going to be appointed. It has been ftated here in 
this Council aifd also outside that very often we create an appointment, 
or rather we get a certain man to create it, and then we try to find 
justification for the appointment. Again and again, we have heard in 
this Council that such and such a man had been selected for a particular 
appointment long before that appointnfent was created and long before 
the Council had budgeted for the same. Here we have an instancy of 
that. t 

On inquiry I learn that thetgentleman selected was at first appoint- 
ed &£ an assistant 4o Mr. P. C. Ray, .the expert in the Bande M&taram 
Match Factory at Tolly gunge started by the late Sir R&sh Behari 
Gboee — lately owned by Mr. Sailendra Mitra. The proprietor was com- 
pelled to close down the faotoity as it was not working well. Later this 
gentleman went to Rangoon and Mandalay to work in the match factor- 
1 ies iiMlnse places. The factories are still working, hut the gentleman 
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is in none of those ^places. Later the Government of Gwalior c<jm- 
missioned him to England to buy some match-manufacturing machinery. 
The whole commission collapsed while the gentleman w5s in .England. 
Now I understand the gentleman is carrying on importing business. 
Mr. P. C. Ray, the gentleman under whom the nominated expert was 
an assistant, is still in Calcutta and is starting a match factory at 
Khulna with % capital of Rs. 10 lakhs.* In fact them lire inmiense 
materials in the Government reports and memoirs — no expert is neces-* 
sary for fresh investigation. Government should find out means how 
to help the business by granting concessions, etc., and for that the 
services of an expert for fresh investigation is not necessary. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Applications have from time to time been received bv 
the Department of Industries for advice in regard to the manufacture of 
' matches in Bengal. Very little information on the subject is, however, 
available at present. Such information, as we have, justifies the belief 
that the industry has a great possibility in this province, but before the 
Department of Industries is in a position to advise on the subject, a full 
inquiry is necessary. It is therefore proposed to employ Mr. A. I\ Gbo.se 
to carry out a complete survey of the technical and commercial aspects 
of the question. Mr. Gbose possesses high testimonials as a match- 
manufacturing expert, and he has bad practical experience of the indus- 
try in Sweden, Germany, France, England and Japan. A very impor- 
tant part of the investigation will be an inquiry into the existence in 
Bengal of suitable kinds of wood, and in this branch of the investiga- 
tion, the Forest Department have undertaken to give Mr. Gliose all pos- 
sible assistance. Mr. Ghose carried out a similar investigation in the 
Gwalior State and submitted a comprehensive* anil valuable report. 
The sum involved is only Its. 4,000 and I ask tin* Council to vote this 
money and reject ‘the motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 25,000 under head “ 35. — Industries — Scheme 7,,” being an addi- 
tional provision in lump for development of industries, be refused. 

I am personally convinced that in return for*Rs. 25,000 not even 25 
pic£ worth of work will be done. But it will be impossible for me to 
convince the House that this demamf should* be refused. My experience 
also tells me that it is no good adducing arguments, facts or logic, but 
mysterious influences are at work and canvassing euiries the day. It 
is useless for me to make any speech. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: This sum of Rs. 25,000 IS required mainly for the pur- 
pose of giving demonstrations in the various exhibitions which are 
annually held in Bengal. These demonstrations are much appreciated, « 
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anc^ I think that if we were compelled to stop then^ the decision would 
be received with general regret. Money is also required to enable the 
Director <?f Industries afid his officers, such as the Industrial Chemist 
and the Industrial Engineer, to carry on preliminary investigations with * 
regard to the possibilities of new industries. No money is available for 
these purposes at present, as the whole of the grant under this head in 
the original budget was ear-marked for preliminary expenses in connec- 
tion with the British Empire Exhibition. It is clear that without a 
grant of this kind, the utility of the department will be very seriously 
curtailed. I, therefore, ask the Council to* reject this motion. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYE8. 


Mimed, Munihl Jafar. 

Aley, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

All, Mr. tyed Erfan. 

All, Munshl Amir. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Klshorl Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Da, Babu Fanlndralal. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 
Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 


Chose, Mr ( D. C. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Makramall, Munshl. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Nakey, Mlrza Muhammad All. 

Ray Ohoudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Flaja Manlloll Singh. 


NOES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Waslmuddln. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuddln. 

All, Mr. Syed Naslm. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Baaerjea, fee Hon’ble Sir Surendra NOT?!. 
Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Mblnash Chandra. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 

Bose, Mr. 8. M. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Balyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Das, Babu Bhlshmadev*. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. ( 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Frenoh, Mr. F. C. 

Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Hlndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Karim, Maulvl Fazlul. 

Kerr, the Hon'ble Sir John. ' 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld ud-dln. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftque Uddln. 


Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 
Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’ble the. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhone. 
JfukherJI, Professor 6. C. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Prentloe, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Ray, flal Bahadur Upendar Lai. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kchaunlsh 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoyprosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarlt Bhusan. 

Salam Khan Bahadur M>dus. 

8pry, Mr H. E. 

Suhtawardy, Dr. As. 

Swirl, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsfi, Mr. C. P. 

Wirson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 18 and the Noes 45, the motion was lost. 

p 

The following motions, standing in the name of Babu Kishori Mohan 
’Chauifhuri, were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 


“ That the demand of Rs. 65,000 under head ‘ 35. — Industries — 
Scheme 13/ be refused.” * 


“ That the demand of Rs. 22,046 under head ‘ 35. — Itfdustries — 
Schema 16/ be refused. 
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IfMlIvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU89AIH being absent, the 
following motion stjnding in bis name, was deemed to be withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand for Rs. 2,000 under ‘head ‘ 3fl.— Industries— 

• provision for laboratory accommodation for research work of the Fisheries 

Department — Scheme 24,* be refused.” 

• 

Rfti Dr* HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 move thnt^ the demand for 
a sum of Rs. 2,000 for a fishery laboratory in Calcutta University 
Buildings, under head “ 35. — Industries — Scheme 24,” be refused. 

The Fisheries Department is still without its legitimate head. The 
officer who has the direction in his hands is stationed at Dacca. There 
is one Superintendent who is on probation and is constantly out on four. 
There is one temporary Superintendent who has no scientific training, 
and my information is that the Hon’ble the Minister has decided not to 
make him permanent in tfie post. The remaining assistant has no edu- 
cation and does not require any laboratory. Until there is some settled 
policy, it is useless to build a laboratory. In my opinion the Council 
should wait until it can learn from the new Director where and in what 
way he wants the laboratory fitted up. I am told that there is a labora- 
tory fitted up on board the steamer belonging to the department ; if that 
be so, any temporary work that the single Superintendent may find time 
to do, may be done at that laboratory. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of 
Rs. 2,000 under head “ 35. — Industries— -Scheme 21,” be reduced 
by Rs. 200. 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
lollows : — 

• 

This industrial head in itself is absolutely unnecessary. Fry are 
sold in abundance in the mufassal. Therefore, it is quite unnecessary to 
provide Rs. 9,000 for this demand. The previous speakers have dealt 
with this problem in its entirety. I hojK\ therefore, t&at the Ilon’ble 
the Minister in charge will agree with me that in these days of financial 
crisis, Rs. 200 should be reduced from this item. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAJYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The Fisheries Department in Bengal has been seriously 
handicapped by two circumstances : first, by the want of a permanent 
head of the department, and secondly, by ?he absence of a properly 
equipped laboratory in which the scientific work of the department can 
be carried on. Hitherto, by the courtesy of the Superintendent yf the^ 
Indian Museum, some accommodation has been found for our laboratory 
in that building, but owing to the expansion of work in the Zoological 
Survey, it is no longer possible to aeccAninodate the laboratory there. 

I am informed that there is no temporary laboratory on any steamer and 
that the Rai Bahadur is misinformed. They are therefore without an/ 
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laboratory of any kind. 'The authorities of the (jjalcutta University 
have, however, kindly come to our assistance by placing at our disposal 
a room in,the Science College at Ballygunge. The estimate for 
apparatus and fittings is a small one, it has been carefully examined by • 
l>r. Bruhl, Registrar of the University, and a gentleman of wide experi- 
ence in such matters. As the Council has agreed to the appointment of 
a qualified Diaecjor of Fisheries, it is essential that he should have a 
properly equipped laboratory at his disposal. I therefore ask the 
Council to reject these motions. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQs “ That the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ 35. — Industries,’ be refused,” 

r 

The original demand that a sum of Its. 2,33,536 be granted for 
expenditure under head “ 35. — Industries ” was then put and acreed 
to. 


37.— Miscellaneous Department. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the 
Hon’ble Sir John Kerr): I move that a sum of Its. 6,784 be granted for 
expenditure under head “ 37. — Miscellaneous Departments.” 

This demand covers three items; two of them are small, one is for 
the re-writing of the gazetteer statistics in consequence of the census, 
which is obviously necessary, and the other is for a small payment of 
lls. 984 to the Port Commissioners for the statistics which they compile 
for us. This sum is f required because the Port Commissioners, like 
other employers, have found it necessary to raise the pay of the clerks 
whom they employ^ on this duty. * 

The third item, the most important, is the demand for the pay 
of an Assistant Inspector of Factories who will be an Indian. I have 
explained in this Council before that under the Factories Act, which 
came into force on the 1st July, the labours of the Factory Inspecting 
staff are very greatly increased. Both the number of factories for 
inspection have increased and the details to be looked to in the course 
of in section have also become more complicated. We have received 
sanction from the Secretary of State to employ three additional Factory 
Inspectors on this account. Before we wrote to the Secretary of State 
«.we tried to recruit an Indian officer in this country, but we failed to do 
so because this is new work for Indians, and naturally it is very diffi- 
cult to find suitable men, so we asked the Secretary of State if he could 
find us a suitable Indian in England. The Secretary of State also 
failed, and suggested that- we should make further efforts ih India to 
get an*Indian before we definitely decided on having a European as the 
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We 


^ . ,> Ve receu<1 >' h ™rd of a likely Indian whom the 

Chmf Inspector of Factones think fi will he suitable, and we are nnxiou 

T , ‘;VV , " ral : u ' i " 1 '''" a.|n.rl,no»t 

« lm r z;t “* - > >“"*• •>» 


Motions for reduction. 


Rai HARENDRANATH 

11s. 2,800 under head “ 01. 
for salary and allowance of 
be refused. 


CHAUOHURI : 1 move (lmt (he demand of 
—Miscellaneous De]Kirtments— Scheme 1.” 
an Assistant Indian lmqiectoi of Factories, 


I move this motion on principle and do not take into account 
whether an Indian is going to be appointed or not llitlmrto , r 
up to March, 1922, there were only three Inspectors of Factories’ and’ 
in the principal budget for 1922-23, there was an additional provision 
for three more Inspectors. I moved at that time also toi the refusal 
of that extra demand. The reply given by the Ilon’lilc Sir .lohn Kerr 
at that time was that under the new Indian Factories Act the work 
had become so very heavy that it was simply impossible for three 
Inspectors to rope with the increased work and an additional staff of 
three more Inspectors would he required. That was the only reason 
advanced and on that very ground also this supplementaiy demand for a 
fourth additional Inspector was put forward, i.c., on (lie ground of 
more work owing to the passage of the Indian Factories Amendment Act. 
We do not know how many more Tnsjiortors will he necessary, hut 
this much is certain, that if it, is due to the passing of the said Act. if 
it is due to the increase of work caused bv tli* enactment of the 
Government of India, then certainly all the provinces must he affected 
by it. But wo see even after the passing of tins Ad, Madras 1ms 
appointed only two Inspectors of Factories, one Inspector on Its. 400 
to Its. 700, and one Assistant Insjiector on Its. 850 to 'Its. 450. It 
may perhaps be said that Madras is a “ benighted ” province and that 
inspection work will be much heavier here. Hut certainly it <*nnnot be 
heavier than in Bombay — 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr.* H. E. Spry): Why not P , 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Why not ? Because in 
Bombay there are more factories. I mav refer here to Table 5, 
page 15, of the “ Statistics of British India,” Volume T- there ’you 
will find that in Bombay there are 874 industrial establishments, 
whereas in Bengal there are only G72. JVnd what has Bombay done? 
In this year’s budget Bombay has only provided . for the retention of 
two temporary Inspectors, whereas we see that here in Bengal pro- , 
vision has been made for four additional Inspectors. There is also 

B8 
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another thing to be remembered, viz . , that, of the three Inspectors of 
factories appointed before, two at least are on long leave and furlough. 
Unless dnd until they come back and work for some time with the three 
additional Inspectors provided for in the principal budget, how can wS 
ascertain that it is impossible for even six Inspectors (three old 
officers and^ three new officers) to cope with the work, and that an 
addition of on£ more Inspector is urgently necessary ? Oif these grounds, 
I move that this demand be refused. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand for 
a sum of Rs. 2,800 for an Assistant Indian Inspector of Factories under 
head “ 37. — Miscellaneous — Scheme I,” be reduced by Rs. 700. 

Those of my friends who have gone through the notes appended 
to this budget must have noticed that Rs.» 700 has been budgeted for 
the purpose of a motor-car allowance of Rs. 100 for seven months., I 
am not taking any exception to the appointment of an Indian Assistant 
Inspector of Factories on Rs. 300 a month for which the additional 
Rs. 2,100 has !>een provided, but I do object to this motor-car allowance 
of Rs. 100 j>er mfinth to an officer whose monthly pay is Rs. 300. 
Sir John Kerr has very lucidly explained the necessity for this appoint- 
ment,, and I accept his statement as quite reliable, buf I ask him to 
consider in all seriousness whether a man on Rs. 300 a month is expected 
to keep a motor-car. Then the question arises whether he can do with- 
out a motor-car. There are factories, I understand, in Calcutta and 
round about the city. I cannot understand why if should be unreason- 
able to ask this gentleman to inspect some factories daily, and whv it 
should be impossible for him to do this. He may divide his working 
hours and days among the different factories within his jurisdiction. 
If the work be properly arranged, an ordinary carriage for travelling 
ought to be enough for this officer. In any case, it strikes me as very 
extraordinary that an officer on Rs. 300 should be given Rs. 100, which 
is 33$ per cent, of his pay, for the upkeep of a motor-car. This is the 
reason why I take exception to this demand. v 

The Hon’ble 8ir JOHN KERR: Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri objects 
to any provision being* made for this officer on the ground of comparison 
with other provinces. The comparison with Madras, I" think, may be 
dismissed at once. Madras is not an industrial province on the same 
scale as Bengal, and Madras tpwn is not an industrial city on the same 
scaje as Calcutta. The reference to Bombay is more to the pflint, but 
I find it very difficult to believe that Bombay is doing its factory 
inspection work with onlv two temporary Inspectors, which, I under- 
stand, is what Rai Harendrinath Chaudhuri says. It is always very 
difficult to ascertain facts from the budget of another prowince without 
havftig somebody who can explain the entries, and I think there must be 
some mistake about the figure which Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri 
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quoted, or possibly the entry regarding 1 the perlhanent factory inspection 
staff will be found in some other part of the budget. Anylufw I 
submit that ini Bengal the staff which we propose to Employ is fully 
• justified. Under the new Act, every factory which employs* 20 people 
has to be inspected, whereas under the old Act the limit was 50, and the 
new Act ttlso brings in all the tea-gardens in Bengal and Assam. 1 
mention thafr because it is perhaps not ahvnyfc realised thyt our factory 
staff work in Assam also; the Assam Government, of course, dbntrp 
bute to the cost, but it should be remembered that the Bengal factory 
staff is responsible for Assam as well. We are satisfied, on the figures 
which the Chief Inspector of Factories has given us, that we cannot 
get along with less than six insjH*ctors. It is perfectly true that two 
of our Inspectors are on leave, hut tin* reason is that their leave was 
long'overdue ; they had no leave, I believe, practically all through the 
war, so directly we got*these two new InsjK»ctors we had to allow 
the oltf men to go on leave. 

Then Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur questioned! the necessity for 
a motor-car allowance. He said that these Inspectors might go about 
in an ordinary carriage; I do not know whether he meant an ordinary 
third class ticca gharry , but 1 can assure him that that would not be 
ail economist! arrangement. This officer, although his initial pay is 
small, will have important and responsible duties and it will save an 
enormous amount of his time if he has a small motor-car m which he 
can get out to the factories along the banks of the Tlooghly. 1 am 
sure that if we expect our Inspectors to go about in third class tirrcn 
gharries we fdiould want not six Inspectors, but twenty. A motoi-ear 
is an enormous saving of time and energy; a small car such as this 
Inspector would use can We maintained at a cos* of Its. 100 a month. 
I trust that what I have said will satisfy the Council that our demand is 
justifiable. { 


Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: T accept the Statement of the 
Hon’ble Member and liep leave to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Conned, withdrawn. 

Rai Harendranath Chaudluni’b motion wa# then put and lost. 

The following motion was than, by Jeave of the Council, w’lth- 
drawn : — 


Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That the demand for expenditure 
under head 4 37. — Miscellaneous Departments,’ lie refused.’ 

The original demand that a sum ofaRs. 6,784 be granted for expen- 
diture uifder head “ 37.— Miscellaneous Departments was then put 

and agreed to. • ' 
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4®.— Exohahga on transactions with Ijpndon. 

The Hon'M* Sir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 71,148 be 
granted for expenditure under head “ 40. — Exchange on transactions • 
with London.” 

* 

This item is what would called merely consequential if we w r ere 
dealing with *thfc clauses of a Bill. For convenience of calculation, 
founds are converted into rupees in the main budget at the rate of 
Rs. 10 per pound or 2s. to the rupee under all the main heads. Unfor- 
tunately, the exchange is not 2s. but about Is. 4d. to the rupee, and 
we have to allow for the difference between this 2s. rate and the actual 
rate of exchange under the head with which I am now dealing. This 
year, following the Government of India, we have assumed that 
exchange will be Is. 4d. to the rupee on the average throughout the 
year, and the sum for which we now ask allows for the difference in 
respect, of purchases in England between the assumed 2s. rhte •under 
the major heads and the actual exchange rate. In these supplementary 
estimates, the loss occurs under three heads, two of which relate to 
scholarships which are payable in England, and the third relates to 
the cost of imported linotype and other machines for the press. These 
items appear in the High Commissioner’s budget later on, and if we 
pass them there, it will be necessary to make this provision on account 
of exchange. If they are not passed in the High Commissioner’s 
budget, this exchange expenditure will go out. In these circumstances, 

I think it would be best to postjKme the discussion of these items until 
we come to the High Commissioner’s budget. If any it*m in that 
budget does not go through, we shall of course not be able to spend the 
corres]K>nding amountiunder this head. 


Motions for reduction. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I thought that this w r as a provision 
for exchange on transactions with London, but it is more complicated 
than I thought it. Thij is a matter which I cannot very well under- 
stand (Laughtej), so I think it best to withdraw' my motion. t 

The following motion was then* by leave of* the Council, with- 
drawn : — # f 

, “ Jhat the demand for expenditure under head ‘ 40. — Exchange on 

transactions with London,’ be refused.” 

The original demand that a ©urn of Rs. 71,116 be granted for expen- 
diture under head “ 40. — Exchange on transactions with Loudon ” was 
then pyt and agreed to. 
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41. — Civil Works. * 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WQRK8 (the 
• Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): I 

move that a sum of Rs. 2,42,699 he granted for expenditure under 
“ 41.— Civil Works/’ 

The detail of the supplementary demand will be fowmf on page* ,‘112 
to 335 of the printed statement. 

The grant is intended to meet expenditure on works required by the 
following departments : — 



u*. 

Judicial Department 

... 00,419 

Agriculture and Industries Department 

... 1:1.41)5 

Medical Department 

... 151 ,K!)8 

•Political Department 

Jt.lt'.l 

While to meet establishment charges 


Public Works Department require 



Motions for reduction. 

Raja MAN ILOLL 8INCH ROY: I move that t he* demand for 
Its. 7,970 under head “41. — Civil Works — Civil Buildings — Scheme 2,” 
he refused. 

This is in connection with an electric record lift in the Apj>ellnte 
Side of the High Court. Since I sent in my mytion, 1 had a titlk on 
the subject with the Hon’ble Member in charge and Mr. Duval, and they 
have assured mo that instead of having an electric* lift, they are going 
to have one Which can be worked by hand, and that ♦his will cost much 
less. In the circumstances, I desire to withdraw my nation. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 have a similar motion and 
beg leave to move that the demand for a sum of Rs. 7,970 for a record 
lift under head “ 41. — Civil Works — Civil Buildings — Scheme 2,” be 
refused. 

Unlike the Raja Sahib, I am m>t convinced that there is such an 
urgent necessity for an electric lift for moving records in the High Court. 
It is not for taking up Judges and otter members the 90 Htejw of the 
High Court. This is a proposal seriously made l>efore this CouiWil so* 
soon after the passing of the taxation Bills to spend Rs. 8,(XH) for the 
purpose of a lift for removing records \^hich might easily 1)0 carried by 
men on their shoulders. Ninety steps is a height to which it is not 
difficult to # carry a.load. Most of us live in three or four storied houses, 
and we have not been able to provide ourselves with lifts an<f have 



586 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[13th July 

scarcely thought of lifts W moving things about in our houses. What 
has really puzzled me most is that this money, whicn has been obtained 
after the passing of new* taxation Bills,* is to be spent for purposes like 
this. Nobody denies that a lift is an improvement, but the question • 
is whether that improvement is absolutely necessary and so urgent that 
it should not be delayed, but must have precedence over other things 
and ^hat it irtuat be passed in the first budget immediately' after the 
passing of .these taxation Bills. I was one of those who voted for these 
Bills, but if I knew that a large portion of the amount w'ould be spent 
on such doubtful purposes, I would not have given my vote. 1 am 
rather surprised to find that when there are so many other useful pur- 
poses to which this money can be diverted, we are seriously expected 
to accept a proposal to spend Rs. 8,000 for a lift for records. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hobble 
8ir Abd-ur- Rahim), dhe necessity for a lift for the carrying of the 
records from one floor of the High Court, to another, has been felt by the 
High Court for some time. A demand like this has been made upon us 
from time to time, but the scheme could not l>e carried out for want of 
funds all these years. I understand that the record room of the High 
Court is on the top floor which is not very easy to reach, and peons are 
employed in carrying these records to the top floor of the*High Court, 
which necessarily causes great delay and waste of time and energy. It 
is for this reason that it is necessary that there should be a lift for the 
carriage of the records. We put in this demand in the ho]>e that the 
Council would see its way of providing the High Court with the pro]>er 
means of conveying their records from the different parts ot the Court 
to the record room. But we are quite ready to consider whether some 
other arrangements Vannot be made, and we assured Raja Maniloll 
Singh Roy, and are prepared to assure Rai Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt Bahadur 
that we shall consider if an electric lift is really necessary, and 
whether some other cheaper arrangement cannot be tried first. I flunk 
we shall be abfe to persuade the High Court to accept some arrange- 
ment which will cost less, something which can be worked by hand, and 
the cost of which will be very much less, say Rs. 1,000. I give this 
assurance that I shall move the High Cqurt in the matter. In the mean- 
time, I hope the Council will allow the demand to remain for the 
present, and pass it, and we shall see what we can do to reduce the cOst. 

e 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: In view of the assurance 
given by the Hon’ble Member, I beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

Tlfe motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: After I sent in the motion, I was 
told by Mr. Duval that there are roads passing through the Judge’s 
£ourt compound used by the public, but as the roads are not public 
thoroughfares, the Municipality do not provide lights and that it is for 
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the convenience of the public that lights are pyojxxsed to he put up, I 
therefore beg leave #f the House to withdraw my motion. 

The following motions were then, by leav<| of the ■•Council, with- 
drawn : — 


Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: “ That the demand of Its. 3.060 
under head ‘i \. — Civil Works — Scheme 4,’ for electric* Fights ii^ the 
Judge’s Court compound at Alipore, be refused.” ' 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : “ That the demand of 
Rs. 3,950 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Civil Buildings— Scheme 4,’ 
for electric lights in the Judge’s Court eomjKmnd at A1 i]m>io, be refused.*' 

SHAH SYED EMDADOL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 3,950 
under head “41. — Civil Works — Scheme 4,” for electric lights in tin* 
Judge’s Court compound at Alij>ore, be reduced by Rs. ‘J00 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

The demand for Rs. 3,950 is not a demand of a nut me that should 
be granted in these days of financial stringency. The Retrenchment 
Committee will sit shortly and it will be wiser to await its rejMirt. Sir, 

1 have put in nine motions under the head “ 41. — Cml Woiks,” none 
of which refuses any demand tn toto , but only wants to reduce some- 
thing, which, to my mind. apj>ears excessive. The money which will 
be thus saved may be utilised in a nobler <hiuse than this. 'lake, for 
instance, sanitation, education, public health, <^tc. Such reductions 
have been made in several cases in this Council. I he principle 
which obtains in the Imperial Legislative Assembly should be followed 
in the Bengaf Legislative Council. The principle followed there, as 1 
have once said on a previous occasion, is to reduce 5 tr 0 j>er cent, 
from the lump grant under each head, irresjieetive of any merit or con- 
sideration. Why not do the same tiling here? Wh\ not cut 5 or 0 per 
cent, from each individual demand for grant, so that some economies 
might be effected in this way?* If that is doiy*. then* would be no 
waste of time, energy and labour. There would lx* no heated discus- 
sion in the Council resulting in nothing. # Sir, if the Hon’lde Member 
assures me that he would give careful consideration to my proposals, 

I am prepared to withdraw the motion. If he assures rne that he 
would strain every nerve to effect material economies in all directions,* 
under his portfolio, not to sjieak of this item alone, then, and then only, 

I shall keep quiet. Otherwise I shall tyve to come to the conclusion 
that as our hands are tied, and our mouth sealed, every effort to 
economise in all directions is fruitless. 
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The "Hon’ble Sir AB ( D-l)R*RAHIMs I really could not follow the 
Sh^h Sahib on what principle he wanted to reduce this demand by 
Rs. 200. We^got an estimate from our expert adviser that Rs. 3,950 
was necessary for puttiAg up electric installation in the Judge’s Court 
compound, and 1 do not see how we can ask the contractors to accept* 
Rs. 200 less than the estimated amount. I do not think we # can accept 
the Shah Sahib’s motion. 

The motion \vas then put and lost. 

The following motions, standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Haq, were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 5,115 under ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 
8,’ for the additions to, and alterations in, the court building of the 
Satkhira Munsifi, Khulna, be reduced by Rs. 255.” 

“ That the demand of Rs. 7,G40 under (head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — 
Scheme 9,’ for the construction of a combined witness shed and sale-room 
at Brahmanbaria, Tippera, be reduced by Rs. 380.” 

“ That the demand of Rs. 6,200 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — 
Scheme 10,’ for the construction of a witness shed for the Civil and 
Criminal Courts at Bhola, Bakarganj, be reduced by Rs. 310.’” 

” That the demand of Rs. 5,000 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — 
Scheme 12,’ for the accommodation for the Additional Subordinate 
Judge at Sonarpur, Noakhali, be reduced by Rs. 250.” 

“ That the demand of Jis. 6,956 under head 4 41. — Civil Works — 
Scheme 13,’ for the additions to, and alterations in, the residences of the 
three Munsifs at Satkhira, Khulna, be reduced by Rs. 346.” 

” That the demand of Rs. 6,600 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — 
Scheme 15,’ for the construction of a pucca wall round the land acquired 
for the technical school, Calcutta, be reduced by Rs. 330.” 

Babu INDU B^USHAN DUTTA: I move that the* demand of 
Rs. 6,600 undej head ”41.— Civil Works— Civil Buildings— Scheme 
15,” for the construction of a pucca wall round the land acquired for the 
technical school, Calcutta, be reduced by Rs. 100. 

This proposal for a nominal reduction is meant to protest against 
the principle of this particular technical 1 school. It may seem strange, 
at first sight, that I should oppose a grant which means the establish- 
ment of a useful school like a technical institution, but I am sure the 
Council will be of my way of thinking when they come to know what 
sort of a technical institution wfe are going to have. 

* Let me explain, in as few words as I can, what this proposed technical 
school is to be like. There are some large industrial firms in and around 
CaR#fct^e.(/., Messrs. Burn & % Co., John King & Co., Jessop & Co.., 
Eastlady^il way, Balmer Lawrie & Co., and so forth. They have a 
%ge number of apprentices who serve in their workshops. These 
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apprentices are lacking in theoretical training, and it is to the interest 
ot these big industrial farms to give their apprentices the necessary (Lyri- 
cal training in subjects such as drawing, mathematics, a, .plied mechanics 
, Gilding constiuction, and so forth. Now, is it to the intoi'est ot the 
country at large to speud Its. l(j lakhs of capital expenditure and Its It 
lakhs recujriug grant for the benefit of these rich firms These indus- 
triai firms have recognised their enomalous position in thif rcs|H-ct, and 
are training their own men, in a school called the Calcutta Evening 
School. The only help that tile Government give them now is an annual 
grant of Rs. 2,000. From that Its, 2.000 a year we are going to jump to 
a capital expenditure of Its. 10 lakhs und u recurring grunt of Its.. 1J 
lakhs. 


The history of the school is perfectly simple. There was a great 
demand in the country for # the establishment of a technological institute 
in 1912 for training men for the development of industries. A committee 
was aj#jK>inted to work out a scheme and a scheme of Rs. 10 lakhs was 
drawn up. But Government thought that Rs. 10 lakhs was too much and 
they apparently abandoned the scheme. Later on in 1019. when thcie 
was another agitation for the establishment of a technological institute. 
Government appointed another committee who drew up the scheme for a 
technical school and not a technological institute, and this technical 
school is going to cost more than double what was proposed for the techno- 
logical institute. I must say, Sir, that it seems that the Government evi- 
dently took advantage of our ignorance as to the difference between a 
technical school and technological institute ami jMujM'trated this ciuel 
joke of foisting this technical school on us. The subject that me proposed 
to be taught here are mere theoretical ones and are being already taught 
in the Calcutta Evening School and the Sibpur Engineering College. 
What was the use of proposing to spend lakhs und lakhs on a schema 
which gives no practical industrial training to our boys? When we are 
crying for bread we are being given stone. 0 

\ 

In all the great technological institutes of Great Britain they have 
small model factories to give practical training in a large number of 
industries. The Ghose and Palit Science College of Calcutta is quite 
competent to open up work-sheps for the training of practical indus- 
trialists. Manchester, Glasgow, London and other technological 
institutes of Great Britain have turned out thousands of young men 
thoroughly trained in practical industries, and we know that these men 
are developing industries all over the* world. But here in Bengal, 
instead of having a technological institute for the practical training of # 
experts for the manufacture of paper, sugar, pottery, glass, and other 
things for which there is abundant raw material, we are getting a tech- 
nical school at a cost of Rs. 1G lakhs fftr the theoretical training of 
apprenticed in such subjects as mathematics, applied mechanics, draw- 
ing, building construction, and so forth. Is this Council goibg to 
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allow the Government to cpend such a large sum of money on this theore- 
tical scheme? Instead of a proper technological inititute with modern 
workshops, Government js giving us a mere technical school for the 
purpose of’ giving theoretical training in such subjects as I have men- 
tioned just now. Now, what is the scheme going to cost us? As I 
have mentioned, Its. 16 lakhs is going to be the capital expenditure and 
Its. 1 1 lakhs recurring expenditure. In place of only Its. 2,000 recurring 
grant r which Government is paying just now, is it fair to saddle the 
country with this extra cost for a purpose which will practically do no 
good to the country? If we had one-fifth of the money, we could turn 
the Ghose and Palit Science College into a technological institute, 
training our young men in the practical working of such useful indus- 
tries as paper-making, glass manufacture, sugar, pottery, etc. 

Now, for this technical school only the land has been acquired and 
Its. 8 lakhs has been s]>ent on that. The present projKisal is to sur- 
round the land with a wall. I have no quarrel with that proposal, but 
the whole thing must be nipped in the bud. This Council adopted a 
resolution urging the establishment of a technological institute. Let 
us sell this land, and with the money let us start a technological insti- 
tute which will enable our young men to have real and proper training 
in the working of useful industries, and let us not simply remain as 
hewers of wood and drawers of water let us be the leaders of real indus- 
tries in our own country. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; I am really very much sur- 
prised to hear the remarks which have fallen from my friend, Mr. Dutta, 
about this technical institution in Calcutta. I would ask my friend in 
the Council not to be guided by the eloquence of my friend on this parti- 
cular occasion at least. I happen to know something about this insti- 
tution, for I was one off the members of the committee which was form- 
ed for the purpose of discussing this question of the establishment of a 
technical institutiop in Calcutta. My friend seems to thinkithat because 
we cannot hav^ a well-equipped technological institute in Calcutta, a 
technical school is no good. He forgets that very often we like to be 
rich but seldom attain our ambition. A technological institute is 
certainly a very desirable thing, but may I ask my friend to say what 
the University of Calcutta with all their, efforts could do in that line 
during the last few years*? On the other hand, I must candidly say that 
during the Governorship of Lord R^onaldshay, of the very few things 
which we have got, this is perhaps one of the best — the establishment 
of a technical institution in Calcutta. 

Mj friend has taken exception to the association of a number of 
mercantile firms with this school. Perhaps he does not realise that 
without the co-operation of these mercantile firms a technical institu- 
tion will be an impossibility. He forgets that apprentices will have to 
be taken, and they have to be educated, and their education fhust be of 
a' practical nature. Book knowledge is good, but in technical things 
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book knowledge conies second to practical knowledge. That practical 
knowledge is only available in factories connected with such mercan- 
tile firms as Messrs. Burn & Co., Jessop A Co., find othew. Calcutta is 
.the only place where you can have a technical institution, and why Y 
Because you have a number of mercantile firms with machinery yards 
and facilities for -training our young men. If that be so, how ran you 
have a technical institution without the co-operation of thesy merchants? 
Well, so far as I remember, these merchants were not very enthusiastic 
s bout our technical institution. It was with great difficulty that* 
Government and the Committee could induce these merchants to 
agree to the proposal of starting this technical institution. The Railway 
Companies and others had various objections, but Sir Rajendni Nath 
Mukharji, who was the President of that Committee, tactfully induced 
these merchants to co-o^iato with the Committee in establishing this 
technical institution in Cakutta. Much has already been done in this 
direction, and if now my friend with his eloquence persuades this 
Councif to strike an axe at t lie root of this, it would be disastrous. 1 
agree with him that there are very many good things on wlmTmonev can 
be spent. I agree with him that a technological institute should be our 
goal, but I would ask my friend to consider whether, for the present, we 
should not be satisfied with the institution which is about to be estab- 
lished in Calcutta. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am somewhat surprised to 
hear the last two speeches when two gentlemen of the same mind make 
two different speeches. Everybody knows that technical education is 
very good. But the question before the House is that a partieulai piece 
of land has been acquired for Rs. 8,00,000 and that Its. 0,000 is required 
for putting up a wall round the land, so as to prevent tin* land being 
turned into a source of nuisance to the locality. If this is not done, the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Sahib might run the risk of a prosecution by fin* 
Corporation. ®We cannot allow this land to be a source of nuisance, and 
it is the rule that every land must he walled up in such way as not to 
be a nuisance to the locality. That is the ‘only question before us. 
We have got the land and that has to be walled up, and Rs. (>,(>()() is 
required for the purpose. I do not understand why all this question of 
technical education arises. Thef projierty is t^erc and we have got to 
keag> it in proper order, and I do not see why these divergent views 
should be expressed. • # 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID J4AWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The question raised by Mr. Dutta of the value and 
utility of the Calcutta Technical School is irrelevant. All that J am* 
asking for now is money to enable Government to comply with a requisi- 
tion legally issued by the Calcutta Con>onftion. I, therefore, say nothing 
on the poirtts raised by Mr. Dutta. They have been sufficiently replied 
to by Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur. 
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The Government ha^e acquired, for the construction of a technical 
school in Calcutta, a plot of land situated in Corporation Street. Up 
to the present, *we have not been able to provide for starting a building 
and the land is lying vacant. Recently a notice was received from* 
the District Health Officer, District III, under the Calcutta Corporation, 
requiring Government to enclose the land securely without delay. /The 
Corporation oan require Government to take this action under section 441 
of the Calcutta Municipal Act, and we have therefore no choice but to 
comply with their requisition. I may explain that the wall in any case 
forms part of the main scheme for the building; it will be a permanent 
structure and the money will not be wasted. The estimate has been 
prepared by the officers of the Public Works Department and is incapable 
of any reduction. I therefore ask the Council to reject this motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The following motions were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

SHAH 8JTED EMDADUL HAQs “ That the demand of Rs. 6,569 
under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 22/ for the construction of 
temporary buildings for the Comilla Survey School, be reduced by 
Rs. 169.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: “ That the demand* of Rs. 6,569 
Rs. 3,500 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Establishment — Scheme 25/ 
for the appointment of two Assistant Engineers, be refused.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 3,500 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — sub-head Establishment — 
Scheme 25, ’ for the appointment of two Assistant Engineers, be 
refused.” 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 3,926 
under head 4 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 26/ be reduced by Rs. 216.” 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to be withdraw^ : — 

* 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: ” That the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works/ be refused.” 

The original motion *that Rs. 2,42,699 be granted for expenditure 
under head ”41. — Civil Works ” was then put and agreed to. * 

f 

c 

46.— Stationery and Printing. 

The Hon’ble 8ir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 500 be 
granted for expenditure under head “ 46. — Stationery and Printing.” 

I must apologise to the Council for putting this petty demand before 
it, but the fact is that in our zeal for economy, we cut down our original 
sYatioifery estimate to the minimum, with the result that we cannot meet 
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any new demands without coming to the CounVil. The three small 
items which this demand covers are -sufficiently explained in the suimle- 
mentary estimates. I » 1 

* The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 

be withdrawn : — 


Maulvi A.tK. FAZL-UL HAQ: » Thaf the demand ex.iendituro 
under head 4G. — Stationery and Printing,’ be refused.” # 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


47. — Miscellaneous. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of lbs. 25,000 he 
granted for expenditure under head “ 47.— Miscellaneous.” 

The^ whole of this sum is required for the upkeep of the Victoria 
Memorial. I may explain the circumstances in which this demand lias 
been placed* lief ore the Council. So far back as 1004, soon after the 
building of the Memorial began, the Government of India pi utilised lo 
be responsible for the upkeep of the Memorial up to a maximum cost 
of Its. 31,800 a year. That was the sum which it was supjxised at 
that time it would cost to maintain the Memorial. The object of the 
Government of India in making this promise was to assure the subscribers 
that their contributions would be devoted to tile building and beaut if \- 
ing of the Memorial and would not lie sjient in paying people like* tnnhs, 
darwans , etc. That, Sir, no doubt, apj>eared to the Government of 
India to be a very suitable course to pursue at the time, hut the* result 
is that the Trustees, now that the Memorial is completed, have absolutely 
no money for its upkeep. There is, of course, no endowment of any 
kind. Since 1904 two things have lmpjiened. In the first place, Cal- 
cutta is no lotiger the headquarters of the Government of India, and 
in the second place prices and wages, as everybody kne^vs, have gone 
up enormously. The Government of India have nobly kept their promise 
to provide Rs. 31,800 annually for the upkeep of the Memorial, and their 
Legislative Assembly unanimously passed the demand foi this the* other 
day in circumstances which lead* to the hoj>e tfyit the contribution cam 
be relied upon as an annual contribution. But the Trustees tell us 
that this sum of Rs. 31,800 is entirely inadequate, and that as a matter 
of fact a sum of Rs. 43,776 is required for the staff alone — the staff 
which is employed on the Memorial and the grounds — leaving nothing 
at all for the repairs which will be necessary from time to time mn a » 
building of this character. The Trustees have earnestly considered 
various ways of raising money. They have, I think, everyone will agree, 
*M?btly rejected the idea of charging admission fees, except possibly on 
one day of the week, liecause any general levy of admission fees would 
mak0 the Memorial less accessible to those who have a right to go* ther^ 
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an^l especially to the poorer classes. Moreover, afy sum realised from 
fees would not be very large. In 'these circumstances, the Trustees felt 
that they w r ere justified^ in asking the Government of Bengal to bear a 
portion of the expenditure involved in maintaining the Memorial. • 
His Excellency the Viceroy, speaking as head of the Trustees, said * 
recently : “ The Victoria Meiporial is now necessarily more tfie particular 
pride and possession of Calcutta and of Bengal than of fhe whole of 
* India. ” These words, Sir, I think, are very true. It would be a dis- 
grace to Bengal and to Calcutta if this noble .Memorial and its surround- 
ings were allowed to fall into an unkempt and neglected state. Whether 
we like it or not, we, the Bengal Government and the Bengal Legislative 
Council, will be regarded by the civilised world as trustees for the upkeep 
of the Memorial in a decent condition and in surroundings worthy of its 
dignity. That is a responsibility, Sir, whim’ll we cannot evade. With 
some confidence, therefore, I ask the Council to vote this sum of 
Its. 25,000. 


Motions for reductions. * 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand of 
Its. 25,000 for maintenance of the Victoria Memorial Hall under head 
“ 47. — Miscellaneous ” be refused. 

When 1 sent a notice of this amendment my idea was that this 
opportunity should be taken to point out to this Council that the Victoria 
Memorial after all is an Imperial affair. Sir, I find that I am quite 
right in this view. But, in view of what I have heard from the 
Hon’ble Sir John Kerr, I am quite prepared to agree with him that in 
the case of the Victoria Memorial we have also our obligations, and I 
for myself would like that the Victoria Memorial having been built in 
this city of which we are all proud, we should accord our vote of financial 
assistance towards its upkeep. In that view, I beg lea# to withdraw 
my motion, t 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Babu KISHORI MpHAN CHAUDHURI: " That the demand of 
Rs. 25,000 under head ‘ 47. — Miscellaneous * be reduced to Rs. 5,0j)0.” 

The following motion which stobd in the name of Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addy was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 25,000 under head ‘ 47. — Miscellaneous,’ 
for the maintenance of the Victoria Memorial Hall, be reduced to 
Rs. 12,500.” 

8HAH 8YED EMDADULHAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 25,000 
« under head “ 47. — Miscellaneous — Scheme 1,” for the maintenance of 
the Victoria Memorial Hall, be reduced by Rs. 5,000.” 
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He delivered hip speech in Urdu, u translation of which ij as 
follows : — 

I • 

I desire to express myself in Urdu, as in that case the Member in 
charge will be able to follow me. Sir, I am not a non-co-ojierator nor nil 
anarchist.# T am a loyal subject of His Majestx. The Imperial Legis- 
lative Assembly has granted the sum of Its 81,800 fo^ the mainten- 
ance of the Victoria Memorial Hall, llut, according to the opiition of 
the Trustees, Its. 48,776 is required for the purpose. Thus it will be 
seen that Rs. 11,976 is wanting. If this deficit amount is granted by 
this Council, the requirement under this head may be met. 

The members of the Board of Trustees seem to think a tin t hoi sum 
mav be necessary over and above the sum of Its. 48, i ib. If the opinion 
of the Trustees is correct, why not demand 11s. 11,976 phis Rs. 8, (KM, 
that is to say Rs. 20, (MKT, from this Government Y 1 would, therefore, 
reduce the demand by Rs. 5,000. 

Sir, in conclusion, let me observe that the late Queen \ ictona was 
loved an d*rc spec ted by all, and so "if Tier Majestx had lixtnl to watch 
the proceedings of this Council to-dav, 1 am sure this paltry sum ot 
Rs. 6,000 would have been transferred to some other cause, mddoi, 
higher and Joftier than this. Her Majesty’s name is emliedded in the 
mind of every Indian. When -starvation stales us in the face, malaria 
saps our vitality, famine is rampant throughout the* length and breadth 
of the country, it is high time that the name of Queen Victoria should be 
more conspicuously honoured, not by the erection or upkeep ol a stately 
monument but by the diffusion of education, improvement ot sanitation, 
and eradiction of malaria and other dexastating diseases of the country. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that the demand (I 
Rs. 26,000 under head “ 47. — Miscellaneous,” for tin* maintenance of 
the Victoria^ Memorial Hall, he reduced by Rs. 100. # 

1 will say at once- that I do not wish to pi ess this motion, but I only 
wijjji to bring two points to tin* notice of the lion hie Memhej. 1 he 
first is that the Government of India promised to supply Hs. 81,800, 
in the belief that this sum will he enough foi the upkeep of the 
institution. Now that the expenses have goi** up, mav I request the 
Hpn’ble Member to approach the Government of India again, explain- 
ing the situation and telling them tfiat wc^must have some mine money f 
The second point is that this Victoria Memorial Hall has lieeii built in 
the city of Calcutta, and I know tl?!i t Delhi is very anxious to take 
it, and that they would tnke it away if they could manage toMo sr* 
But as it is in Calcutta, I hope it is not lenllv too much to ask the 
Calcutta Corporation to puy something towards its upkeep. 

The lion’ble Sir JOHN KERR: I may sav, Sir, that the Trustees 
have already been in correspondence with the Government of India 
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and have laid the whole situation before them, bi^ they do not show 
any signs of contributing anything more than Us. 31,800 — in fact, I 
.understand, they have piactically declined to do so. In these circum- 
stances, as the Government of India have left Calcutta for good, we • 
may consider ourselves fortunate to get Rs. 31,800 out of them. 

As to the curtailment suggested by Shah Syed Emdadul *Haq, I am 
sorry J have 'nut followed his figures fully, but I underitood him to 
say that as the Trustees only want Rs. 44,000 roughly, why should we 
give them Rs. 5G,000? As I explained, Rs. 44,000 is required for the 
establishment only. It leaves nothing for the planting of the gardens 
and for any repairs that may be necessary to the building. The repairs 
may be small at present, but, as everybody knows, a good deal of 
money will have to be spent in getting the gardens laid out, and 1 do 
not think that Rs. 25,000 is an excessive grant for us to give this year. 
We shall, however, he prepared to consider* the amount of the grant 
which will he required in future years. ( 

•These motions were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQs “ That the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ 47. — Miscellaneous ’ be refused.” 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 25,000 be granted for ex- 
penditure under head ” 47.— Miscellaneous ” was then put and agreed 
to. 

Expenditure in England— High Commissioner. 

The Hon'ble 8ir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 1,42,234 be 
granted for expenditure under head “ Expenditure in England— High 
Commissioner.” * 

The most important item under this head is the sum of*Rs. 1,37,000 
for new printing machines. That, Sir, is entirely due to the proceed- 
ings of this Council. Last cold weather we had almost contim*ttus 
sittings for three months and the Press could not cope with the work. 
The work got into a most congested state and the result was that the pro- 
ceedings of the Council fer the last session were not placed in the hands 
of members until a few days ago. That delay is most unfortunate and 
inconvenient and should not J?e allowed to go on. Mr. Spry and myself 
have gone into the matter carefully with the Superintendent of the 
Press, and we are convinced that the only solution is to get more 
'machines. The cost will unfortunately be heavy, but that cannot be 
helped. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I ask a question? This 
demand is under the head “ High Commissioner,” What had the High 
Gommiusioner got to do with it? 
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The Hon’ble 8iM JOHN KERR: Wc «lmll semi an indent for these 
machines to the Hiph Commissioner in London, and he will purchase 
, the machines for us. We have to make a provision in the budget under, 
the head “ Hiph Commissioner ” in order that he may draw money in 
London tojray the firms from whom lie buys the machines. 


Motions for reduction. 

The fo ion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of Its. 1 ,-12.2:14 
under head ‘ Home charges — II igh Commissioner's Budget— Scheme 4,* 
be reduced by Rs. 71,117.” 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to he withdrawn : — 

MaAilvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ Tliat tin* demand for expendi- 
ture under % head 44 Expenditure in England — 1 1 i jjtIi Cnmmissionei be 
refused.” 

The original demand was then put and agreed to. 


Loans and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I move that a 
sum of Rs 50,000 be granted for expenditure under head 44 Loans and 
m Advances.' 

It is a very small matter. The* District Board of Dinajpur wanted 
a loan of Its. 50,000 for making a bridge, and Jhe Government has 
sanctioned the loan. 


Motion for reduotion. • 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be Withdrawal : — 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 44 T hat the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ Loans and Advances,’ Ik; refuse^” 

• The original demand was then put and agreed to 

Transfer of grants. 

35. — Industries (Reserved). 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: 1 move that a sum of Rs. 5, *‘120 
provided under head 44 *‘15. — Industries,*’ for the staff and contingent 
expenditure of the Industrial Intelligence Officer, lie transferred to 
head 44 22. — General Administration.” * 
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£This is purely a formal mater and I am not asking for any more 
money. It is only a transfer from one head to another. The reason 
cis that up till a short tinlle ago we had an Industrial Intelligence Officer 
who was sup]K>sed to deal with indigenous industries as well as with* 
labour matters. We found that owing to the labour unrest which has 
unfortunately pre vailed recently, this officer had no time to attend to 
industrial matters and he has consequently how become°a whole-time 
labour officer. The Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri 
naturally objects to paying an officer over whom he has no control, and 
so 1 move that the pay of the staff of the officer should now be trans- 
ferred to the Commerce Department under the head “ 22. — General 
Administration.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


35.— Industries (Transferred). 

• 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 1 move that a sum of Rs. 11,200 be transferred from 
non-voted to voted under ” 35. — Industries — Technical and Industrial 
Schools — Salaries,” on account of the salary of the Principal, Serampore 
Weaving Institute. 

The necessity for this transfer has been fully explained in the 
memorandum which has been circulated to members. Mr. Hoogewerf s 
pay lias hitherto been shown as ” non-voted ” because Mr. Hoogewerf is 
appointed to be Prinei]>nl of the Scraiu]x>re Weaving Institute by the c 
Secretary of State. It has, however, been ascertained that at the time 
when the Secretary of State sanctioned Mr. Hoogewerf’ s appointment, 
he was residing, in Bombay. Therefore, as he was recruited in India, 
his salary should lie shown as voted. I, therefore, ask tjje Council to 
vote the transfer oi this grant to the ‘ ‘ voted ” head of u 35. — Indus- 
tries ” Budget.’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

’ 41.— Civil Works. 

C 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: ‘ 1 move that a sum of Rs. 76,000 be 
transferred from ” 41. — Civil Wq^ks — Grants-in-aid ” to “ 22. — General 
Administration ” on account of grants for petty local works of improve- 
ment. 

This also is purely a formal matter. It has been decided that these 
petty grants will now always ffb debited under the head “ General 
Administration.” 

The 1 motion was put and agreed to. 
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Th« Hon’ble 8« JOHN KERR: I move 'that a total sum of 
Rs. 21,21,649, provided under the several major heads on account of 
revision of ministerial establishment, be tranffferred from nan-voted tu 
• voted. 

I am glad at least to be able to ask the House to give effect to this 
long-pending proposal for the revision the j>ay of the ministerial 
officers in Bengal. It is just -about, a year ago that Ve received the 
report of the Committee which inquired into -the subject. The Com- 
mittee necessarily went into the matter on broad lines, and when we came 
to deal with the individual cases of the many thousand officers concerned, 
we found that a good many ]K>ints cropp'd up which could not be settled 
without fuither reference to District Officers and District Judges. Then 
the sanction of the Government, of India to the scheme had to be obtained 
and that took some timt* We projxise to give retrosjiective effect to 
the scheme from the 1st of January last, so that the ministerial officers 
will, f hope, draw by the 1st of next month— if not certainly by the 1st of 
September— very considerable additions to the emoluments which they 
have hitherto received. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Home Charges. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: 1 move that a sum of Its. 4,000 pro- 
vided in the Budget of the Secretary of State under “ Corest — Sundry 
« items be transfered to tin* High Commismonci *s estimates. 

This also is purely a foimal matter. The Council lias already passed 
this grant to be sj>ent by the Secretary of State # but we now find that 
it will be spent by that mysterious official, tin* “ High Commissioner.*’ 
Hence this motion. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

33.— Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Ils. 18,000 
provided under “ 33. — Public Health ” for. publicity work be transferred 
to “ 22. — General Administration. 

This is purely a formal matter, hut I want the Council to be quite 
cleai' as to what we intend doing. The Council will remember that last 
March in the main budget we voted a sum of Rs. 97,000 for ptJtdicity 
work in Bengal. The pay of the Publicity Officer and his staff amounted 
to Rs. 45,000 and was provided for in, the General Administration 
Budget. .But Sir Henry Wheeler explained to the Council that it was 
intended that, for the present at any rate^a large part of 
Officer’s work would be connected with the transferred 


the Public^ 
departments. 9 
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Accordingly, we put down Rs. 18,000 in the Public Health Budget, 
Rs. 17,000 in t)je Agricultural Budget, and another Rg. 17,000 in the 
•Industries Budget for tl& work of the Publicity Officer. We thought 
at that time that we were quit© clever in doing so and that everything 
would go smoothly, hut unfortunately the Accountant-General was not 
at all pleased with our action. He has pointed out that it is entirely 
contrary to tlie 'Accounts Rules to debit the exi>enditure of an officer 
under several major heads and also that this arrangement gives a good 
deal of unnecessary trouble to his office. The Accountant-General is an 
authority to whom we must all bow, and so we have to come to the 
Council to get the grants transferred to the General Administration head. 
It has been suggested to me that the result of our action will be that 
Mr. Stephenson will be able to misappropriate those sums which were 
intended for the transferred departments. M r . Stephenson is not here 
to-day, but I may say on his behalf that nothing of the kind is .intended. 
I may also sav on my own behalf that if Mr. Stephenson tries to play 
any tricks of this kind, we, in the Finance Department, will be able to 
stop him. 11 is purely a formal accounts matter and I ask $ie Council 
to accept it as such. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


34.— Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: 1 move that a sum of Rs. 17,000 
provided under “ 34.— Agriculture ” for publicity work be transferred 
to “ 22. — General Administration.” 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: As Mr. Stephenson is not 
here, may I inquire what authority Sir John Ken* has to move it t 


The HoiPble Sir JOHN KERR: I have got the authority of His 
Excellency the Governor. As I have just explained, this is purely a 
formal matter. This sum of Rs. 17,000 will be spent for publicity work 
in the Agricultural Department, but it unnecessary for accounts purpose 
to transfer it to the proper head. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

c 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 17,000 
provided under “ 35.— Industries ” for publicity work be transferred 
to “ 22. — General Adminstration.” 

* The motion was put and agreed to. 
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G**tlemeiu I *m desired to i niom 
tha m e mherfl that His Exoellency declares the Council prorogued. I? 
isprobablethat the neat session will commence on the 23rd of Angus t. 
I*tay retnind the members that fresh notice is required of all resoht- 
tiotifl which have not so dar been mov<*L Members n^pd not re-write 
the resolutions, and it will be sufficient if tfce& indicate the nuxdbers^of 
the resolutions as they appear in the Appendix to the List of Business. 

The members then dispersed. 
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